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H E candid reader, who ſhall be pleaſed to 

peruſe the following eſſay, is deſired to 
take notice, that as the diſcourſe itſelf is not of 
the argumentative kind, it is taken for granted, 
as a preliminary maxim, That the grand doctrines 
of Chriſtianity concerning the mediation of Chriſt, 
and the ineſtimable ble ſſiu gs of his purchaſe, were 
typically manifeſted to the church, by a vai it ty 
of ceremonies, perſons, and events, under the 
Old. Teſtament diſpenſation. It is true, there 
are ſome who affect to call this truth in queſtion, - 


lation; but with what ſincerity, it is not diffi- 
cult to perceive. To ſuppoſe that the goſpel is 
a new invent on, and hatched in the age of the 
apoſtles, or that the religion of Jews and Chri- 
ſtians are entirely different, is ſignally injurious 
to them both: for as a living creature, when cut 
in two, will ſeem at firſt to preſerve ſome faint re. 
m ins of life in both its parts, but in a-thort time 


gion be cut aſunder, and the faith of Jewsbewholly. 
ſevered and detached from the faith of Chriſtians, 
inſtead of having one religion of Jews, and an- 


true religion at all ſurviving. But we do not pro- 
poſe ſo much as to enter on any diſpute on this 
head, as the following treatiſe was not intended 


dels, or for the confutation ef falſe cpinions, bug 
„„ A 2. 


and yet pretend to be the friends of a divine reve. 


will totally expire; ſo if the ſyſtem of the true reli- 


other of Chriſtians, we ſhall in reality have no 


by 5 author, either for the conviction of Infi- 


% 
— OO Os eat Pn 4 


 _ 


EPS. 2. 8 


7 deR l N Os "OT ö r gh Da bed Rand 0 F 


v The P R E F A c k. 


the true reaſons why they are ſo much neglected, 


recommend itſelf to a more univerſal peruſal, than 


work, tough once reputed orthodex in the Pro- 


that the goſpel was emblematically preached, and Chriſt 
In a figure exhibited in theſe uſages practiſed by the. an- 


for- the edification of them who have obtained 
precious faith, Such perfons it will not be difff. 
cult to perſuade, that the law exhibited the ſha- 
dow: of good things to come, but the 9 is of 
Christ“. | 

To exhibit a compendious view of the perſons, 
events, ordinances, and things, that the author 
apprehended. were figurative of the perſon and 

2diation of the Son of God, is the deſign of the 
following ſheets. For though there are ſome 
books on. this ſubje& already publiſhed in our lan. 
guage, it. muſt be owned, they are far from being 
judiciouſly executed. The looſeneſs of their me. 
thod, and iuaccuracy of their ſtile, are perhaps 


and ſo little known. For it might be thought, the 
theme they treat of, if properly handled, would 


ſuch, Nene have hitherto oↄtained. 


"IF" cannot be refuſed, that — 8 gockrins! en 
the author has choſen to follow in this mall 


teſtant churches, i is now fallen into great con. 
tempt with many, who ſuſtain themſelves the only 
judges of ſentiment and compolit tion. But ſhould 
tals Bree Ureariſe * accepted with the ſaints, (ﬆ | 


5 For the diſplay * confirmation of this 8 


cient Jews, I do, with great pleaſure, refer to that ad- 
mirable and well. known book, immer . and 415 | 
aſt my . 8 | N | 


rere; 
? | 
wits will. pardon the expreſſion,) the cenſures 
of others need not excite either anxiety or ſur- 
priſe. For ſo long as the devil is ſuffered to de- 
ceive the nations; and fo: long as the heart is un. 
convinced of fin, we may aſſure ourſelves, the 
doctrines of complete juſtification and everlaſting . 
acceptance with God, in the righteouſneſs of Im. 
manue}, freely mpured to wretched ſinners ; and 
of ſanctification of heart, and newneſs. of life, 
through the power of the bleſſed Spirit, giving 
teſtimony to the word of his ce, will meet 
With oppoſition... % 94 l ages 


Som have conceived an _invintible aver ſion to 
all allegories of every kind, on account of the ri- 
diculous and diſtorted fancies, the falſe and miſ- 
ſhapen ploſſes of ſcripture, of which, it muſt be 
confeſſed, the humour of allegorizing, not properly 


reſlrained, has been exceeding fertile. To hunt 


for allegories every where, and to labour at giving , 
a myſtical turn to thoſe p-llages of holy writ that 
are the moſt plain and literal, ane a vitiated 

taſte, that nauſeates wholeſome food. Many of - 
the ancient fathers have been puilty of this fault; 3 
and eſpecially Origin, a man of an extraordinary 
genius, has been not unjuſily blamed on this ac 
count; Lea, ſome men have carried the humour 


of allegorizing t to ſuch an exorbitant pitch, as to 


tummage the Heathen mythology itſelf for the 


ſacred truths of religion, and allegorize even that 


moſt empty Book, the Metamorphoſes of Ovid. 
But theugk fone have traniſgreſſrd all bounds of - 


"£bkie in thei e intergretations, de muſt b. 
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not immediately diſcard all figurative ſenſes of this 


\ ſcripture, nor even cenſure adiſcreet inveſtigation 


of them, For at this rate we behoved not only: 
to condemn the infallible. apoſtle of the Gentiles. 
but alſo Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, who compares him- 
ſelf to the manna, to the brazen ſerpent, and to 
Jonah in the belly of the filh. 


In order to ſettle the proper limits of allegori- 
cal interpretation, two things muſt be obſerved; 


which our author, in the courte of this work, ap- 


pears to have ſtedfaſtly kept in his eye. Ft, To 
make a proper divine allegory, type, or figure, it 
is neceſſarily required, thai there be a reſemblance 
lets. or more, betwixt the literal hiſtory, perſon, 
or thing, and the ſpiritual docte ine, truth, or my. 
ſte ry, which is ſuppoſed to be repreſented. Se- 
candly, There mult be 1ome good reaſon. to think 
that this reſemblance j is not merely caſual, or the - 
child of fancy, but actually intended by the Holy 
Ghoſt. And where even both theſe requilites are 
found, the utmoſt care ſhould be taken not to ſtrain 
the type or allegory beyond the bounds of a juſt 
and reaſonable compariſon, leſt, inſtead of follow- 
ing the clue, we ſtretch the thread tall it breaks, 


I this age ef diſputes, it muſt doubtleſs, :be.a 
nankderable recommendation of a performance, 
when the reader is informed, that while the,-at 
thor. diſcovers the moſt zealous attachment to the 
"cauſe of truth, and appears a devoted champion of 
the evan: ael: cal doctrines, he is careful not to Wy 
a diſpropor tionate ſtreſs upon any thing by Which 


dene Chriſtian may be diltipguiſhed from another, 


1 
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Profeſſing Chriſtians agreed in many things, a- 
greed in laying Jeſus Chriſt che one and only foun- 
dation of preſent holineſs and future happineſs, 
are not here taught or ſtirred up to bite and de- 
vour one another. No oil is here adminiſtered to 
Increaſe the flame, or keep awake the couflagra- 
tion of animoſity and diſpute, which have ſo long 
and ſo ſadly diſturbed the peace, and hindered the 
union of the profeſſed friends of the truth as it. 
is-in Jeſus * nor are any problematical queſtions 
here determined with authoritative airs, that may, 
be a new bone of conten:ion in the church. Theſe 
are employments, whoever are engaged in them, 
and whatever be the ir motives aud e 00 
Author was far fron approving. 


Tas conciſeneſs, the propriety,. the 10 
with which the ſeveral important and intereſting 
ſubjects here taken into conſideration are treated; 
will, I per ſuade myſelf, both entertain and edify 
the intelligent reader, delight his taſte; while 1 
his judgment is informed, Ins heart improved, 1 
55 his e reden n | 


"In order to remove theſe ſuſpicions which 171 
ariſe concerning the authenticity of poſthumous 
works, I think it incumberit on me to acquaint 
the public, that the following ſheets contain the © | 
. ſubſtance of what the author originally compoſed | 
and delivered from the Pulpit 1 in the form of ſer. 
mons. To contract the force and ſpirit of a ſub. 
ject into "a ſmall compaſs, and exh'bit it to the 
mind in one clear and eaſy view, was a branch of 
Mag: he Was reniarkably fond of cultivating, There. 


1 hg n 
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fore, the? his diligence and accuracy in prepatinge 
for his public appearantes were fingular and un- 


common, he frequently employed his leiſure mo? 


ments in digeſting luis ſermons after they had been 
preached, ,into the form of little eſſays. This 
method he purſued, with particular application 


and aſſiduity, with regard to the whole of theſe 
d ſcourſes he made on the types, 5251 80 and wes 


gories of the Ol} Teſtament. 


His defign on theſe heads being cheratdd'; in th 
ferm and dreſs in which they now appear, he began 
to entertain ſerious thoughts of offeringthem'to the 


public. This engaged him to review and examine 


the whole with a critical attention, and to make 


ſuch alterations nd improvements as appeared 
neceſſary in the vie w of gratiſy ing a further aim 


at public ſervice . 1 hus prepared and corrected, . 
he was pleaſed, amidſt the fainiliarities of our long 


| and intimate friend ſhip, to indulge me with the 


peruſal of the-nianuſcript. I read it with eager- 
neſs and delight. Such inſtructive, animating, and 
evangelical compoſi: ions, ſeemed to me finely cal- 
culated,under a diyine bleſſi ag,to be productiy of 
conſiderable. good, 1 could not- therefore forbear 
urging upon the author an immediate pabl: cation 
of ſo excellent a work. Aſi ter f irther confiller- 

| * In December 1758 Mr M'Ewen pub! ided an ordina · | 


tion ſermon, intitled, The great? mat ten and end bel 


preaching, from 2 Cor iy. 55 A general ſatisfaction Wa 
expreſſed by all wlio were preſent at the delivery. of this 


termon . And it has been nuch eſlerxmed by mau⁰ Who 
1 he ve read it, not only on account of the evangelical Grain 
of doctrme that runs through it, but. alſo of the clear, | 


nervous, And pathetic manner of his addreſs, 
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ation, and freſh applications to a throne of grace, 


for that wiſdom which is ann to dire, he 


became reſolved. 


In a ſhort time, coming to Edinburgh on ano- 
ther account, he ſettled every thing with the gen- 
tlemen who are now the publiſhers relative to the 
printing of it. The manuſcript he left in my 
hands, except a few ſheets that he propol: d to 
carry home with him, and take under a repeat- 
ed peruſal. At Leith, on his way ho.ne, he was 
ſuddenly taken ill. His d.forder ſuon iſſued in 
a moſt violent fever, which put an end to his 
life and labours, in the twenty-eighth year of his 
age, and the ſeventh of his miniſtry, 


He was tru'y a moſt accompliſhed and amiable 
erlon, and if the Lord had been pleaſed. to ſpare 
him, it is very likely he would have ſoon riſen 


high! in the public eſteem, on account of his grow» 


ing worth and abilities. But as my preſent buſi: 
neſs 1 is only to ſatisfy the public with regard ta 


the progreſs the au:hor himſelt had made towards 


the publication of this. work before his death, .ia 


order to aſcertain the authenticity of it, and not 


to write an account of his life, or delineate his 
character, I muſt beg leave to reſer the reader to 


that defcription given of him in a mort para- 
graph, which appeared in the Edinburgh newſpa: 


pers immediately after his death, and which may 


be ſeen at the bottom of the page. 
At Leith, died of a ſudden; illneſs, January 13th | 


1 the Rev. Mr William M*Ewen, miniſter of the go- 


ſpel at Dundee. A good genius, a clear head, a lively fan. 


"The 7 R E 7 "A 0 E 
Tux publication hath been delayed ſo RE 8 
ter his death, that it may perhaps ſeem neceſſary 
to make ſome apology for that delay. But it 
would be tedious to enumerate a variety of eir · 


cumſtances which have concurred to occalion it. 
I conclude, with aſſuring the public, that no one 


ſentiment of the Author, throughout the Whole 
performance, has been either gee or 9 6 


pr eſſed. 


' May the God of all grace follow the piece with 
his ſpecial bleſſing, give it an extenfive ſpread, 


and make it ſubſervient to the glorious cauſe of 


evangelical truth, Fn holin- is, and Chriſtian 


charity! 


Dix. Sept. 26. JOHN PATI 80 N. 
1753. ES: 


| ey, cultivated by a liberal « education, improven by doit 


audy, and enlarged by an early acquaintance with real 


and vital religion, laid the foundation of that amiable, ; 
important, and uſeful charaQer he maintained throughout 


the whole courſe of his miniſtry. Courteous and conde- 
ſcending, meek and humble in his own eyes; far from af - 
fecting human applauſe, he aimed at an object infinitely - 
more noble, the honour that cometh from God alone, 


which made bim both faithful and diligent in his holy 


vocation. Conciſeneſs of method, and perſpicuity of ſtile, 
added to ſolidity of judgment, rendered his preaching 
equally inttructive to the wiſe, and intelligible tb the ig - 


norant. Warm with zeal. for- God, and compaſſion for 


men, his conſtant endeavour was, to diſplay the amjable , 


excellencies of the incarnate Creator to the needy ſouls 
of periſhing ſinners. Not neglecting in his own conduct 


what he recommended to the practice of others, his life 
Was a fair and beautiful tranſeript of his doctrine Cut 


down in the prime of life and public uſefulneſs, his death 


is univerſally lamented, as 3 ſevere and afflicting loſs to his- 


friends, his congregation, and the church of Gods | 
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HE Almighty Creator had now buen z | 
univerſal frame of nature, He f the 
heavens ſhining in all their glory ; he beheld 
the earth ſmiling in all her beauty: the ſea 
was ſtocked with fiſh ; the air with fowls ; the 
filed with beaſts. But Gil the maſter-piece of this 
inferior world was wanting, a-creature endyed 
with reaſon ; of upright ſtature ; and qualified at 
once to rule over the reſt of the creation, and 
correſpond with his Creator. © And the Lord 
God formed man of the duſt of the ground, 3 
* and breathed into his noſtrils the bre 

* life, and he became a living ſovl (a). * Thu 
far we are told by the Hebrew. lawgiver, © 4 
we are further informed by the great, apoſtle 0 
the. Gestiles, that this firſt | man, whoſe pamg 


re was to come (5). 1 For aught we know, it might 
not ſo much as enter into the heart of, a 0 
conceive. of this divine myſtery.; and: Moſes him: 
9 the ens penman of that — 


J d 7. 5 4 7 th. „. 


was Adam, was the type or figure. of * him that | 
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and authentic hiſtory, might not perhaps advert 
to it. But ſince God hath revealed it to us by 
E his Spirit, let us attend where 'the reſemblance 
| lies, of the firſt to the ſecond Adam; which we 
ſhall obviouſly find, whether we view him as the 
firſt man, the firſt father, the firſt lord, the firſt 
huſband, or the firſt covenant- head. And let us 
learn is contemplate the glory of that illuſtrious 
4 :rſon, who was ſo early typified ; while we ad- 
wire the depth of God's foreknowledge, in order - 
6 l g matters ſo, that the hiſtory of the firſt man, 
2 ho was of the earth, and earthly, was a prophe- 
cy of the W man, ! is s the Lord ou 
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4 : oY yo inn Lich the « creation of our r general an- 
4 <eſtor.” 1 was the firſt man in the world of 
= nature, who being formed out of the duſt of the 
_ = ground, 'by the immediate hand of his Creator, 
5 without father and without mother, and 

. in a ſenſe peculiar to himſelf, is called the Son of 
"God, (a). "He was alſo : 2 creature perfectly new, 
to whom there was nothing like, and nothing 
equal, among all the viſible works of God; tor 

& - -- We perſon, conſiſting, of a viſible body, Ind an 
inviſible ſoul, was made after the. image, and i in 
the likeneſs | of God, Which chiefly conſiſt in 

|  knowledg: e, righteouſneſs, and holineſs, | Now, 

gh fore it it is or difficult to perceive, that all theſe 


"tharaers' exittly re to che ſecond man, who 
"bs the frſtlbörn among m hren in; 
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world. of grace, —without father as man/—with= 
out mother as God. His body was formed (not 
indeed of the duſt of the ground, but in a man- 
ner equally une xampled and miraculous) of the 
virgin's ſubſtance, by the immediate, power of 
God; and ſo ſoon as a reaſonable ſoul was united. 
to it, in the womb of the virgin, both were, that 
very moment, aſſumed into the divine perſon of 
the Son; where fore, in all propriety, that holy 
thing which was born of her was called the Son 
of God (a); or, to uſe the expreſſion of an Old. 
Teſtament prophet, was „a new thing created: 
in the earth (b).“ In the man Chriſt Jeſus is 
found more of the divine likeneſs than all the 
ſaints, than all the holy angels can dare to boaſt. 
.* For. which of them have been called at any 
time, the brightneſs of the Father's glory, and 
the expreſs image of his perſon? or to which: 
4 of them has he ſaid, Thou art my Son, this day 
„have I begotten-thee:(c) ?” Adam, indeed; 
might reſemble his Creator, as the image on the 
coin reſembles the king upon the throne ; ; but Je- 
bus Chriſt reſembles God, as the prince and heir 
to the crown reſembles his royal father, being not 
only like him, but of the ſame nature and ſub-- | 
| ſtance with him. And though in ſhadowing forth 
the conſtitution of Immanuel's perſon all imp 
tudes muſt be infinitely defectve, yet, the union 
of Adam's ſoul and body is perhaps the beſt natu- | 
ral emblem of i it we can expect to find, Nor does 


it ſeem unlawful for us to afſiſt "Un en 


( Luke i. 35. (0 jer. 5 . 22. (e) Heb, i 3. 6. . 
Az 


a 


vetyiage: rective.from:him-the light. ot i 


dllser macn, and dll he ſparkling: Aha, receive 
"OW n Ty W 
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of this-high-myſtery by! this natural uniou; Inst. 
nuch as the Holy Ghoſt himſelf, in the ſepiptures 
of the New Teſtament, ſeems to allude unto it, 
when he calh his humanity the feſt, arid his- 


_ vinity the ſpirit. In the former he was manifaſt- 


ed, in the latter he was juſtified: (a) . In the ane 


0 hes wes put 10 death, and in the other he was 


quiekened (60% If the conſtitution of the firit A- 
Aam's perſon was an incomprehenſible my ſtery in 
nature, the couſtitution of the ſecond. Adam's pers 
fon is noleſs an REITs my ſtery of e. 
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e „ Nd. Adden ns the brd mag tat God el 


; be was tlie firſt father and progenitor of all o. 


ther men, who are every one born in his image 


das hey como into the world of nature, and brate 


hes eitel air: Juſt loß from Jefus Chriſt, he en 


Vorlaſting Father, all Wha come inta the world 

_ | of iprace derlve their ſpiritual being ; his, image 

_ - theyibeapi(c)antdi from, him e che rene. 

in heaveniant in ear this named ca) Tue 
chere alfa there is a conſiderable e 

- awixt«the earthly, man, and the heavenly Adam 

Phe firſt man is not the immediate but the re- 


mote father of our fleſh er en penerarion 


eee of all bid ſaints, vba ine. $ 


605 « Tim, m. bY (8) I Pet. m. 6. @ I Cor, uy. FY 
nnn 1 Eph.” WC 15. - po. 
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4 5 Chrift and. Adam compared. . 

Fountain of the day. “ The firſt Adam,” as Mo- 
ſes relates, was made a living ſoul (a), that he 
might convey a natural life to them who had not Y 
received it; but the ſecond Adam,” as the a- | 

poſtle declares, © was made a quickening ſpirit, “ 
to impart a ſpiritual life to them who, having now | 
loſt it, were dead in treſpaſles and in ſins; and 
at the reſurrection of the juſt to quicken als their - ; 
mortal bodies. For “ as in Adam all die, ſo in: 
eee all be. made alive.“ 


. eee Al: Was ads erg and 7 vide; 
of the world. © Being made a little lower: than 
« the angels, he wascrowned with glory and ho: 
„ nour: He- had dominion over the works of 
£ God's hands ; and all things were put unden 
his feet : all ſheep! and oxen, the beaſts of the 
« field, aud whatſoever paſſeth through the paths 
4 0f the ſeas ():“ But, alas I the dominion f 
this lord of the inferior creation was ſhort-lived: >" 
for “ being in honour, he continued not (c)“ 
Nevertheleſs, i in the perſon. of Jeſus Chriſt, God-- || 
man, the primeval ſovereignty of the human na- 
ture is molt. amply reſtored ; ; for he is made bead 4 
over all things unto. his body the church, both 
463 in the Heights. and depths (4), 5 The JuriſdiQtion « 
of Adam, though wide, was not univerſal 3. but 
"the kingdom « of Jeſus Cheri ruleth over. all. He 
can, if he pleaſes, extinguiſh. the. ſtars and the 
0. 1 Do _ bis e aud 4 * 
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weib. he bete — affahy — 
| progenitor, God faw it was not good for -avaii 
to be alone (5) : he caſts him into a deepleep'; os 
pens his ſide ; takes from hima rib ; by his crea» 
tive power ene a woman of it; cloſes the 
wound; preſents the newly. formed creature to 
| her huſband, who being awaked; knew -what 


was done unto him, and with waits acknow- 
| ledged this laſt and - beſt gift of Heaven, to be 
bone of his bone, and fleſh of his fleſh, 4 For 


« this cauſe,” ſays the ficred hiſtorian, 4 flall a 


e man leave his father and mother and cleave 


& unto his wife (c) Now, may we be allowed 


do allegorine this real hiſtory ? Does not the apoſtle 

Sem to ſay, chat this is ſpoken of Chriſt and = 
church (4)? Let usmodeltly purſue the allegory: a 

Uttle,/ The frond Adam, that he night give l 


and being to his beloved ſpouſe, the church, the 
mother of all chat are truly Ivibg, was content 


0 ſleep the ſleep. of death. This fleep of death 
Was not the effect of nature, kor be died not of, 


ed age or ſickneſs; but he Was voluntarily caſt 


"Sto i it, andwas delivered bythe determinate cqun= 


* I: 


41 and forcknowledge of God, to be crucified 


in Nis {ide was opened 3 4 a ſpear, and - 5 
em the- gaying wound came water and blogd, 
har he might ſanctißy and cleanſe, and preſony 
- ZN | 


ous church, net having bas 
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1 trad c ue ee. HA 
G or Winkle, or any ſuch thing (a). By ibis leep 
of death into Which he was caſt, he becomes at 9 
once her huſband and her father; for ſhe is a part 1 

of himſelf, of his body; of his fleſh, and of his 

bones (ö). When he awaked at his reſurreRion, 
his wounds were healed; he found himſelf a glo- 
rious conqueror'; he ſaw of the travail of his foul, | 
and was ſatisfied. Heiacknowledges the relation, „ | 
and betrothes her to himſelf for ever in Joving 

kindneſe, in mercies, and in faithfulheſs. - 4 

bloody fpouſe was the church to thee, O i 

Redæemer! So matchleſs was his les he left 

Father and hit mother to cleave to his unworthy 

e—left his Father in heaven, when hie came 
from thence into this lower world, and'confented- 

to be forſaken for a ſeaſon.—left his mother | 
earth, when he aſcended on high as the Captaih | 
of ſalvation,” He leſt the bleſſed virgin that bare 
him; to provide for herſelf ; he left the church of 
che Jews, although his mother · church, that hne 

might, leave unto * Gentile-chiireh, Hineten 5 

our of all nations,” PET 
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nd public repre ſentative, It. is true, the hints of | 1 


his tranſaction are but ſparingly given in ihẽ book. 
1 of Geneſis, - However, the truth of it ig charmmg 
1 evinced from ihe tenor of diving rexclationz amd — || 
4 in is dent, ha before the law- was . 9 


Moſes, a law. was given to' Adem, bes 


* 


1 


. 22 perf, bock . 
to be a law by which this death did reign. For, as 
the inſpired apoſtle argues, with the greateſt foree 
of reaſon, Sin is not imputed where there is no 
«law (a).“ Was there then a law before the co- 
| , venantof Sinai? It was ſurely none other but the 
Cl law of works, which God gave to the firſt man; 
| in whom, as their covenant-head, his poſterity 
þ were either to ſtand or fall. Full well we know 
F the doleful event. But as by one man's diſobe- 
| 6 dience many were made ſinners : ſo by the obe: 
 «-dience of one ſhall many be made righ- 
44 tequs (ö). The firſt Adam, æhroꝰ pride, diſ- 
1 obeyed the moſt eaſy precept.; and the laſt Adam 
obeyed: the moſt difficult commandment. The 
firſt Adam, being a man, afft cted to be as God: 
the ſecond; Adam, being God, was found in fas 
ſhion as a man. The firſt Adam Was aſſaulted by. 
the devil in paradiſe, and was overcome: the ſe- 
cond Adam was tempted in the wilderneſs, by the - 
1 ſame malicious, ſpirit, but he was a conqueror, .. 
The firſt Adam breaking the law in, one point, 
WH was: guilty of all: the laſt Adam obſerviog, it in 
every point, did magnify and make it honourable. . 
The moment we be come the children of Adam by 
natural generation, we die for a ſin which we 
could not perſonally commit: the moment We be- 
come the children of Chriſt by regeneration, we 
are made alive by:a righteoutneſs which we cod 
not actually work out- In Adam we are con- 
demned for one ſin but in Chriſt weare juſtified | 
row innumerable offences... in the firſt bock 


" 7 ants. « * 


4 40 "The alen vide. 


ee, relation, how. t 

brſt Adam vas. ſo far from being able to. N 
life and happineſ to his poſterity; or to give them 
to eat of the tree of life, that himſelf Was driven 
out fram the ſerreſtrial paradiſe, and debarred 
from all acceſs to that ſacramental tree * hut in 
the lalt book of the ſacred opacles, we ars profents 
ed wich a view. of che ſecond Adam, in a far mary 
glorious place than that happy garden, and | 
him declaring from his o mouth, i>f4 To him 
« that overcome th, will I give to eat of the tres 
fol life chat en dhe midſt of the paradiſe of 
f{God'(#) fi! ad * n r NU df ut 
5s Kot de T3249 1107; a0 41134 Ste iti 0 
Fon ever bleſſed be iba glorious name. of God, 
that. what the firſt Adam could: not keep, the. ſer 
sand hathi amply: reſtored: to ue: % For ain A. 


{reigned thro righteouſne(s: unto eternal lifes 
4e: hy Jeſus Chriſt our Lord 650 Who is not on 
ly came that {we might have: life; but that we 
| A 11 8 0 it more aband WT, art N 
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d et brf3 n e, 3705; r 
\H- AF Noah was a figure ef Jeſus: : 2 

* Jem" not obfrurely binted in His very = 
mme given him by his religious father; not win. 
out prophetic inſtinct. It fignifies reſt, comfort, 


and, As ie dae obſerved, | grate, when its lets 5 


(a)R Rev. u. * bh Sha: OY 0 „enn a. 1% 


| * 


Fg * , N n Py P 4 
4 * WW * * 9 + a 45.0 
9 9 


+44 YA 
10% 5 Typical perſons. "ap | Book I 
ters art a lietle tranſpoſed, So Chriſt paw NN 
ſolation, our reſt, and by him grace reigns unto 
eternal life. Of him we may truly ſay, with the 
ſtricteſt propriety, 06 This ſame ſhall comfort us 
40 concerning our work and toil of our hands (a).“ 
Noah “ was a juſt man, and perfect in his gene- 
- rations, and walked with God (0 when the 
wickedneſi of men was grown to the moſt exorbi - 
tant height, and all fleſh had corrupted their way. 

| He dared to be good, when all were turned de. 
5 enerate; and, fearleſs of Feproach & or violence, 
he admonifhed them of their wicked ways, preach- 
ing righteouſneſs in their aſſemblies (c). 80 
Chriſt preſerved his integrity in every the ſmalleſt 
1 inſtance, in an evil and adulterous generation, 
preaching what he practiſed, with not unlike ; 
ſucceſs to'Noah. © For it is written of him in the 
Pſalms, «1 have preached righteouſneſs i in the 
oe great congregation : lo, I have not refrained 
e my lips, O Lord, thou knoweſt (4% 0 1 In ſome 
ſeaſons of the Almighty's vengeance, we are in 
formed that the righteouſneſs of Noah, Daniel, 
and Job, could not deliver a ſinning people, nor 
yet their neareſt relations, from the lifted ſtroke (e). 
Truly Noah, though righteous, could not by his 
rigbteouſneſsavert the waters of the flood.” But the 
' righteoufneſs of our adorable Redeemer is vf ſuch 
infinite value and perfection, as to deliver from 
death; an innumerable multitude of e 
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ſtory uf Noah, his preparing an ark for the ſaving 
of his houſe; the antitype of which remarkable 
5 event, we are informed by the apoſtle Peter, is, 


ce good conſcience towards God) by the reſurree- 
* tion of Jeſus Chriſt ().“ The long · ſuffering 
of God was now tired out, and his Spirit ceaſed 
to ſtrive with rebellious men, whom all means had 
proved ineffectual to reclaim, The time was come 
when the threatened vengeance was to deſcend 
withreſiſtleſs fury. Noah being long before warn- 


ed of God, had prepared an ark againſt the ap- 
proaching deluge : for he believed God; and be- 


ment of the Lord. He deſpiſed the j jeers of the 
unbelieving world; and conſidered not the huge 
difficulties he behoved to ſurmount, befere he 
could. get 2 veſſel conſtructed, of ſuch bulk as 


comes; and the waters prevail above the talleſt 
trees, and loftieſt mountains. The ſinful race of 


r 


. 605 1 Pet. in. 21. 22. BY 


22 fry 7 Noah. WG 
Bor let us chiefly conſider that mimnorible hi. 


* our being faved by baptiſm (not the putting as 5 
ce way of the filth of the fleſh, but the anſwer of a 


ing moved with fear, he obeyed the command. 


would contain, in its capacious hold, all forts of 
beaſh and birds, together with their neceſſary pro- 
viſions, for ſo long a time as he was to be there 
a priſoner. That God who commanded him, that 
God in whom he believed, and whom he feared, 
enabled him alſo both to begin and finiſh. The 
hip is built; the cargo is taken in; the flood 


men is buried in a watery . But the ark, 
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| or mak, rides triumphant over the foaming bil. 
218 bow is preſerved from daſhing on the eriggy 
two, or foundering in the mighty waters, At 
[|| _ lengt-a'dove, ferching is her mouth an . olive 
leaf (a); informs che inhabitants of the ark that 
[| the waters were abated. They are at lift releaſed 
|] From their tedious confinement. The venerable 
[|| patriarch, overwhelmed wich gratitude for fuch & 
| Wonderful preſervation amidſt the howling waſte, 
Lacriſces unto the Lord, who frells/a favour of 
— Peſt (6), and reviews with him his gracious cove» 
1 nant, that he will no more curſe the ground for 
man's ſake: A glorious rainbow is ſeen over his 
head ſtamping the clouds (c), which from that time 
became a peaceful ſign, that the waters ſhall never 
more cover the face of the earth; and that the? 
the waves ſhould toſs themſelves againſt the fars 
dy ſhores, they ſhall never prevail. Who ſees 
not, in this. whole tranſaction, a lively picture of 
the method of our ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt, from 
afar more dreadful flood, that ſhall; ſooner or 
later, deſcend upon the heal of every nner? I 
Jeſus Chriſt we have of Noah, both 
Awating in ihe ark, ſtanding ai dhe altar j and cons 
pauaſſed with che rainbow. Intlerd he is av once-rhe 
=. ark that ſaves. us from the floods of divine wrark, 
138 the” ſacrifice. that atones the incenſed juſtge f 
God; and the rainbow that makes: our chouds f 
5 m en to: wear. a eb The?” Ny. 
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v. Chriſt —_ are all conjoined. 
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an expedient as the ark of Noah, to ſave from an 
uniyerſal deluge ? There is no doubt but the 
whole ſcheme appeared very ridiculous to the ge- 
nerality of the world, Noah himſelf was not the 
contriver of this project. It was wholly planned 
by God. Even ſo, if men and angels had tortured 
their 1 invention to ſave a guilty world, they could 
never have ſo much as ſuggeſted that method 
which the wiſdom of God has fallen upon in the 
mediation. of Jeſus Chriſt. So far does it tran- 


cannot receive the myſtery of God's will. For 
it is“ 10 the Jews a ſtumbling bleck, and te the 


« Greeks fooliſhneſs (4); —— ln this wonderful 
veſſel were found only eight ſouls: (h), the litile fa- 


ſo the fock of Chriſt is but a little flock ; for 
though many are called, yet few are choſen (c).“ 
O hom unſearcheable are his judgments !—— Tt 


not more ſtrange chan What happens every time 


of ravenous. natures forget their natural ferocity, 


— 


pe Hiſtory of Noob. 13 
ferent from himſelf, and from one mother, in 


Wuar mortal wit ds have 8 fach 


ſcend the thoughts of men, that naturally they 


mily of Noah; and how ſmall was that number 
to the myriads that periſned in the waves? Even 


was no doubt very ſtrange to ſee the wildeſt beaſts 


and birds dwelling peaceably together under the 
ſame roof, in that time of common danger: but 


when ſigners are converted unto God, and enter 
intg his; ſanduary. For in Jeſus Chriſt, the men 


(a) 10. i, 23 09), i 8 20. (c) Marth. xx. 16 
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and put on, as the elect of God, Ge 
humbleneſs of mind, meekneſs, and long · ſuſſer. 
ing; and, to uſe the lofty ſtile of the prophet, 
the wolf ſhall dwelt with the lamb, and the 
a leopard mall te down with the kid, and the 
46 young Hon and the fattling together they 
4 ſhall not hurt nor deftroy in all my holy moun · 
« tain (a). Dreadful, to be ſure, were the 
D—— of the rolling ſurges on the ſides of 
the ark, when heaven and earth ſeemed to con- 
ſpire its ruin ; bur being protected by a ſupe- 
rior providence, the veſſe!, though heavy laden, 
weathered the ſtorm, preſerved alive all the crea- 
tures that were within her, and at laſt reſted upon 
the mountains of Ararat, So did the waves and 
billows of the Farher's wrath go over thine head, 
O ſuffering Saviour ! and the floods of ungodly 
men made thee afraid (3): but thou waſt more than 
a conqueror, and at laſt did find thy reſt on the 
mountains of eternal glory, having doth ſaved thy- 
ſelf, and all that are found in thee *- thou art our 
&« kiding-place from the ſtorm, and a covert from 
« the tempeſt. If it had not been the Lord | 
<< who was on our ſide, the waters of God's wrath 
« had ſwallowed us op quick: then the waters 
« had overwhelmed us, the ſtream had gone 'o-. 
* ver our ſon}; the Fprond: waters had gone over 
«6 our foul 16 ben we are told in the ſa- 
_ cred hiſtory, that a dove alighted en the ark with 
the olive-teaf, what ſhould hinder us to think of 


the Holy Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt, who alighted ap- 
40 Ile xi, 6, 9 (b) rn 4. le) Pal. caniv. 4 
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The Hiſtory of Noah. 15 
on him in the waters of Jordan, in the likeneſs 
of that gentle bird ; and who brings glad tidings 
of great joy to all the inhabitants of the ark, 
= when he aſſures them, by the moſt inconteſtible 
WW proofs, that the winter of wrath is paſt, and the 
rain is over and gone (4)? The holy fire is now 
gone forch at the appointed ſeaſon; and, beholding 
the diſmal defolition, he offers an atoning ſacrifice 
of every clean bird and beaſt; and the Lord ſmell- 
ed a ſavour of reſt, This naturally leads us to 
think of him who gave himſelf for us an _— 
and a facrifice of ſweet · ſmelling favour (5). 80 
well pleaſed is God with Jeſus Chriſt, that with 
him he eſtablifhes' his covenant, and with all his 
ſed, that they ſhall never come into condemna- 
tion. Hear what himſelf declares by the mouth 
of the holy prophet Ifaiah: This is as the waters 
<<. of Noah unto me: for as I have fworn that the 
«© waters of Noah ſhall no more go over the earth; 
© ſo have I fwarn that I would not be wrothwith 
<< thee, nor rebuke ther, O thou. afflicted, jolled 
© with tempeſt, and not comſorted (c). See how 
the frowning clouds now {miles with the glorious. 
colours of the rainbow, the chearful token of 
Go@'s covenant. It is a bow, but it has no. ar» 
row; and the face of it is turned away from us, 
in token of reconciliation. Such is the glorious 
transformation of all your afflictions by Jeſus 
Chriſt, O ye heirs of righteeuſneſs. They are 
clouds indeed; dark clouds, but fo. far from 
drowning. they ſhall even ſrodtify your ſoul, and 


(a) Song li. 11. 0 Pr 2. 00: If. ly 1 
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an indication of wrath, and a cauſe of fear, is 
now a token of love, and an encouragement -of 
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16 | ical Perſons. | | Book T . 
make you revive as the corn. What before was 


faith. A. rainbow for ever encompaſſeth thethrone 
of your God (a); though from it ſhould proceed 
lightnings, and thunders, and voices. Though 
like that mighty angel in the Revelation (b), he 


mould be clothed with a cloud in the diſpenſations 
of his providence, his ſunny face will produce 2 


rainbow round about his head. He is ever mind. 
ful of his: covenant, and you; need not fear n 
ee of his glory. 8 TT It 
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OW. we - ſhall. come: Th as lee, Bit « com- 


ly chis (2). The patriarch Abram had, with his 


little army, ſurpriſed and defeated the forces of 
the confederate kings, who had-plundered Sodom, 
and, among other priſoners, had carried away 
captive his kinſman Lot; who, hving in that 
wicked city, was now a- very ſingular bleſſing to 
his ſinful fellow- citizens, being the- occaſion 2 
| their reſcue from the invaders of their country; 
* he retur Orang the e, e 8 


@] Rev. i w. z. 3. "(6 Chap. N. 1. (h Heb, vi. 
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prehenſive hiſtory of Melchiaedec; the fi- 
gurative meaning of which is not only hinted to 
us in the faered. oracles, but the Hely Ghoſt con- 
deſcends to enter on a very particular explicatian' 
of it (c). The narrative related by Moſes is ſhort-. 
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% The tony of Melcbizedec. 17 
the king of Sodom, with another king of a very 
different character: his name was Melchizedec, 
which, though a very fine one, for it ſignifies king 
of righteouſneſs, was not unſuitable to his real 

character, and is a proper admomi tion to all other 
kings for what they ſhould be diſtinguiſhed. The- 
name of his city was Salem: whether it was that 
Salem, where JEHOVAH afterwards had his taber- 
nacle, or another place of the ſame name, is not 
preciſely determined, However, we are aſſured, 
that upon this occaſion he brought forth bread 5 
and wine, not as a ſacrifice to God, O ye Papiſts,. 
but torefreth the partriarch's men, fatigued with 
xoil. But the moſt extraordinary circumſtance of. 
all is, that, though living in that wicked. country, 
he was prieſt of the Moſt High God, and veſted 
with regal dignity, When all around him were 
funk in ſuperſtition and idolatory, this illuſtrious 
Gentile retained the knowledge of the true God, 
and thought it no-diſparagement of his kingly ho- 
nour to officiate in the ſolemn rites of his holy 
worſhip... The hoſpitable monarch was a.no leſs. 
religious. prieſt. As in the former capacity, he 
brought forth bread and: wine; ſo in the latter, I 
he hleſſed the renowned patriarch, and received 
from him tithes of all. Thus far the ſacred ſtory. 
But from: what. parents he deſcended, when lie 
was born, or when he died, Who were his prede.- 
cefſors,. or who ſucceeded him, are queſtions 'we- = 
are not permitted to reſolve. And even the fi. 
lence of the ſcripture is expreſlive F *- For he was- 
made like unto the Son of God, both in what 


Moſes relates. n him, and in what he 
3 


"I . 
conceals from the curious enquirer. Let us chr 
fully obſerve theſe two heads of reſemblanee; and 
we ſhalt eafily underſtand, how David: in ſpirit 

ſays of the Meſſiah, Thou art a prieſt for ever, 

6 __ _ order of mem e 


WI ſhall firſt begin with. what Moſes. relates. 
of this extraordinary man. To whem can his 
name Melchizedec ſo properly belong, a8 to the 
King that re igns in righteouſneſs; who righteous 
himſelf, has wrought for all his ſubjects a juſtify. 
ing righteouſneſs by the merit.of his blood, and 
| Vork in all his ſubjects a. fanctifying righteoul- 
neſs by the power of his Spirit ?—He, he is King, 
of Salem, Which is by interpretation, King of 


4 G peace. Peace. i is the. diſpoſition for-which he was 


< renowned, who. with his dying breath implored 
. forgivenneſs to his bloody murderers: peace is tlie 
grand bleſing he died to purchaſe, , and lives to 
; confer. 0 glorious peace, of which righteoul- 
neſs is the foundation, and joy in tlie Holy Ghoſt: 
| the inſeparable: -attendint 1 Hail, ye ſubjects of his . 
auſpicious. government, who call the. bleſſings of 
. Bis purchaſe. all your: own! Lo, in your princely 
| Saviour, the great Jenovan lays aſide his vin- 
dictive wrath; and becomes your loving Father; T 
the angels no more ſtand aloof, . but commence 
your. miniſters and. guardians ;.the inferior crea - 
tures are turned into your . faithful friends. and 
Mics ;.the * and Gentiles orgs Ni 
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er enmity, join in the moſt cordial friend 
ip; and conſc ie nce, no more an accuſer, Whiſe 
pers peace in gentleſt accents. Though.“ in the 
world you ſhould: have tribulation, yet in him 
+ ©©, your ſhall have peace,? O Prince of peace; ex · 
tend the borders of thy. peaceful kin gdom far. and 
wide, aud let the wiſhed period come, when the 
nations ſnall learn war no more. O let thy. peace 
rule in our hearts, through theſe tumultuous. 
ſcenes of life; : and. bring us at laſt to theſe calm 
gien they and felicity, where peace extends 
I her deve- like ings for Eever*a nd ever ln He 
« brouglit forih bread and wine,“ to refreſh the 
hungry and thi: ty ſoldiers, when returning from 
the ſlaughter of the kings: Such is the-refreſhs 
ment which: the true. Melchize dec affords,' and 
vill afford to alli hat are truly engage d in the ſpi-- 
f ritual, warfare.. He.“ has prepared of his good 
«neſs; for the poor. O. come unto him, and 
4 you ſhall never hunger z believe on him, and 
e you ſhall never thirſt. Eat of his bread; and 
ce drink of. the wine which he has mingled;” | 


Happy. they. who tball. conquer in the holy war. 
fare, for, they. 5 hall eat of the hidden Manna, 
«and the. Lamb 3 in the midit. of. the throne. ſhall 
« feed. mem. “ And ne Was prieft of. the 
« Moſt High God. An honour-not uſually ap- 
propriated to thoſe that ſit on thrones; for God 
himſelf was plenſed to provide againſt che blend- 
ing of Meß oſſices, in the commonwealth. of 
ne Witneſs thy fate, Uzziah be) who 
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matching at the cenſer, loſt the ſceptre. And 


teſtiſies, He ſhall fit and rule upen his throne 
©& (a),” as once he was à king upon his croſs, _L. 
And he bleſſed Abram.” S0 Chrilt eur royal 
Prieſt, was ſent of God to bleſs the children of 
Abram, not with a verbal, but real benediction, 
in turning every one of us from our iniquity ; and 


„to whom even the patriarch Abraham gave 


even Levi, who received tithes from the people 


chat this Melchizedee was both a greater man 


" 20 r Book 1. 


ſhall the rriple-crowned- prieft of Rome, Who 
exalts himſelf above all that is called God, go al. 


ways unpuniſhed? But of Jeſus Chriſt a prophet 


« men ſhall be bleſſed in him.“ Conſider, “ 
in the laſt place, how great this man Was, 


the tenth of the ſpoils ; and, as we may ſay, 


by the end of God, was tithed in tha 
loins of his progenitor. A moſt convincing: proof 


than . Abram, and a greater prieſt than Aaron. 
But we Chriſtians have a great High- prieit, in 
whoſe preſence Abram” muſt not glory, Levi. 
has nv pre-eminence,, To our Melchizedec the 
royal . prieſthood, the holy nation,” the peculiar 
people, do pay, not only tithes, but all they Have 
and are, when they preſent | their "bollies a SEE 
facrifice, holy and: acceptable unto: God, 
their reaſonable ſervice * ae 5 e 2 

Bur the circumſtances which Miſes condi, 
are no-leſs worthy of our notice than thoſe he re. 
veals. © In ad pas genealogy, his birehz, 
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D Hiſtory of Melchizedec. 21 
his death, or the ceremonies of his conſecration : 
for thoſe are buried in darkneſs ; the Holy Ghoſt 
intending to ſignify, chat Ichs Chriſt is really 
and truly what this myſterious king is in the hiſto- 
ry. Without Father, —not as he was God, but 


deceſſors in office, he needed not prove that he 
was ſprung from the prieſtly tribe; Which was an 
eſſential qualification i in the Levitical prieſthogd. 
— Having neither beginning of days, nor end of 


deth*s prieſt continua: for though he died, yet 
even in death he was a priꝭ ſt, and now he ever 
\iveth' to make interceſſion for them. What 
ſhall we fay more? In the order of Aaron were 
many prieſts, who, like other mortals, re relighing 
their breath by the ſtroke of death, their prieft. 
ly honour was laid in the duſt with them. + We. 
know from whence they aroſe ; with what car. 
nal ordinances and ceremonies they received their 
inauguration; what facrifices they offered; in 
what holy places they officiated; who aſſiſted them 
in their various functions; and who ſucceeded 
them when they either” died, or were depoſed 
from their office. But the prieſt after the order 
ef Melchizedec, being pcfleſſed of immortal life, 
am called of God without external ceremonies 
to his Higk office, himſelf was his tabernacle and 
temple, aſſiſted by none, nor ſucceeded by any. 
In Melhizedec, whom Moſes ſpeaks of as chovgh. 


man. — Without mother, —not as he was man, 
but God. Without deſcent, — for haviag no pre- 


life, fer being ſet up from everlaſting, he abi. 


he had 881 immortal. We r but indeed a. 
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faint 1 eee eee 4 
*things themſelves, that are found in Jeſus Chriſt, ' 
But let the faintneſs of the reſemblance remind 
us of the greatneſs of the myſteries. For who 
“ ſhall declare his tao eb 1 


N E X 7 we hall # Meh at a very neee | 
nary piece of biſtory, of the moſt difficult 
commandment that was ever given to any of the 


human race; yet was it punctually obeyed, and 
the e amply rewarded. It is tke tory 


of Abraham's offering up his ſon / Iſaac at the 


commandment of the Lord (a). The famous pa- 


triarch had endured many trials, and proved the 


ſincerity of his faith by a long courſe of obedi- 
ence, and ſtedfaſt dependence on the divine ver 
racity, from the time he was called to leave his 


native Ur ia the land of Chaldea. Long did he 


count him fai chful who had promiſed, that he 
ſhou!d have a fon, i in whom all nations mould be 
bleſſed. even when the accompliſhment of the pro- 4 
miſe ſeemed next to impoſlible, At laſt the expect 
ed child is born „ a fon of his gd age: he flouriſhes 


apace, and is now. fluſhed with the radiant bloom ; 


of youth, both loyely and beloved. The joyful 
father might now think, that the moſt trouble. 


ſome ſcenes of life were happily: finiſhed, and 


that it remained for him only to die in faith . 
SET (a) See Gen. i. 
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14 The HMHor y of Iſaac. 23 
peace. But how greatly would he been miſtaken ? 
The foreſt, the ſharpeſt trial yet remained: For 
« jt came to paſs after theſe things, that God did 
„ tempt Abraham. And he faid, Take now thy 
c fon, thine only ſon Iſaac, whom thou loveſt, 
« and get thee into the land of Moriah, and offer 
« him there for a burnt · offering, upon one of 
« the mountains which I ſhall tell thee of (a).” 
Shocking precept ! myſterious mandate! Did ever 
ſuch a meſſage from God wound a parent's ear 
Had the voice from heaven denounced, that Iſaac 
was to die a natural death, and to be ſtiatched 
W away by. a ſudden ſtroke, the tidings had been 
mournful and agonizing. But how much more 
= when it was declared, that the hand of violence 
muſt be lified againſt him; that he muſt be of- 
ſered up for aburnt-ſacrifice, butchered, mangled, 
and reduced to aſhes! But the crowning circum- 
ſtance that ſets forward the calamity, and renders 
it worſe than a thouſand deaths; the father muſt 
be the prieſt to bind, to kill, to cut, to burn his 
beloved ſon. Abraham, what were the thoughts 
of thy heart, when thy ears firſt heard ſuch dread- 
a ful orders? You were accuſtomed to hear the 
voice of God ſpeaking in mote ſeothing accents. 
Hadſt thou not been an extraerdinary believer, 
into what a tempeſt had all thy ſoul been toffed ! 
Hou might reaſon, natural affeRion, and religion 
have all conſpired to perſuade thy diſobedience ? 
Offer up thy on, thine only ſon Iſaac, for a 
; a a aa can this bs the voice Wen 


(a) Gen. nal, 1. PS 
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= pie Perſons, : Bock. 
40 Sure it mult be the voice of ſome wicked. foirit 
© that weuld impoſe upon my eredulity, and urge 
« a father to imbrue his hands in filial blood, 
« But ſtay : the revelation is unequeſtionable. It 
« was the very voice of God. 1am notpermitted 
c ſo much as to doubt of this. Surely then it 
« muſt have ſome other meaning than 1 firſt 
e thought. Surely the mercifu} God cannot mean 
ce that I ſhould really kill my Iſaac, Take now 
« thy ſon, thine only ſon, and offer him up for 
0A biirnt offering. Alas ! mine Ifaac, was it for 
ec this T received thee by ſpecial promiſe 2. Was 
ce jt for this thy mother brought thee forth, when 
«ſhe was paſt her age, and I called thee by a 
«© name expreſſive of joy and laughter? How ill 
ce doſt thou now anſwer thy name | Thou: art.not 
« a ſon of laughter, but of ſorrow. O God, why 
ce couldſt thou not rather have demanded all my 
« numerous flocks and kids, to ſmoke in one 
ee great burnt-offering ? Or if a human facrifice 
e delighted thee more, why ſhould my Iſaac, ra- 
« ther than any other, be the victim? O that T 
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5 Avr wust 1, too be the prieſt 2; Malt he 
"2 ” * bleed by ern Au. ! me vil the 
| 45 I tell then in wan — onde] did it. har 
4 will Sarah ſay? But, chiefly, what will come 
of thy awn promiſe? - How-will he be the fa - 
ther of many nations when he is no more 2/0 
ce ye nations! I thought 5 oo 1155 this my Iſaac vou 
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The ue of auc. e 25 
ce would all be bleſſed: but now farewell for e- 


« yer all ſuch pleaſing hopes. Haac muſt die, 
6 and the + da fails for evermore l 


Bor 10 Wr the faith of this eminent bas” | 
lever, that either ſuch miſgiving thoughts were 
altogether ſtrangers to his mind, or they were ſoon 
repelled. He wiſely conſidered, that what God 
had commanded could not be wrong ; and what 
he had promiſed could not be falſe. Be huſht, 
<« all unbeheving fears: for he who gave an Iſaac 
ce from the barren womb to fulfil his promiſe, 


can, if he pleaſe, for the ſame reaſon reſtore 


© him from the burnivg altar, Come then, with. 

te out delay, obey the high command, believing 

« that what he has 3 he is le _ to 
6e . £97 


| No Saber had the NI Sek ht to appear 
in the eaſtern ſky, then the reſolved patriarch ' 
ſprings from his couch, ſaddles an aſs, takes with 
him the intended victim and ſervants, as much 
wood as he thought neceſſary, and proper utenſils 
ſor the future ſacrifice. Three days they travelled 
on this ſtrange journey, and all that ſpace he look. 
ed on his ſon as dead; but the Ready. purpoſz of 
his ſoul was not ſhaken. On the third day the fa- 
tal hills of Moriah are de ſcried at a diſtance, the 
ſervants are left behind, the wood is laid on Iſaac, 
aud Abraham carries the fire and the knife. And 
now, after ſome endearing converſation, they ave 
arrived at the ne Place. The altar is bu It; 
„„ 7 


n 


the wood is laid in order; the plot is doubeleſs 
revealed to Iſaac by his ſedate father; and Iſaac, 
though fully able to have made reſiſtance, or de- 
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livered himſelf by flight, is not recorded to have 


_ attempted the one or the other: for the ſame al- 
mighty power that touched the patriarch's heart, 


and made him willing to give the deadly ſtab, did 


alſo, beyond all doubt, make Ifaac no-leſs willing 

chearfully to receive it. He i is bound like another 
5 victim; he is laid upon the altar, and the hand 
now graſps the fatal knife to be lodged in His 


guiltleſs breaſt; when lo, a heayenly voice for- 


| bids the bloody deed, and the patriarch's willing 
mind is accepted for che actual ſacrifice. His fear 
of God is highly applanded, and by his works his 

faith was proved to be perfect. Abram, you 
| «& ſpared not your ſon for the ſake of my com- 
„ mand, but I ſpare him for the fake of thy obe- 


. dience. Receive him again with my bleſfing. 
de He ſhall be the progenitor of the Meſſiah, and 


« all the nations ſhall be bleffed in him.” Airam 
caught by the horns in the thicket ſupplies the 


room of Iſaac, and the grateful patriarch acknow- 
: ledges the happy providence, in calling the name 


of the place JEHOVAH/JIREM. And afterwards 
it became a common proverb, In the mount of 
3 Tae it r 0 0 1 N 0 5 
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"G4 THE inconceivable power bf ald, pon” can 
render the moſt «difficult duties ſo eaſy! Nor is 


there a better Ay for the children of Abraham 
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Fe Hiſtory if Haac. 27 
to inſure their deareſt enjoyments, and improve | 
them to the higheſt advantage, than by reſigning 
them, totally reſigning them to the ſovereign will 
of God, Baut ſurely a higher myſtery. was con- 
tained in this extraordinary occurrence. Who 
can forbear here to think of the adorable myſtery 
of redempiion by Jeſus Chriſt? For God ſo 
«loved the world, as not to ſpare his own Son, 
but dellver him unto the death for us all (a).“ 
Methinks the language of this whole tranſaction 
was, as if God had ſaid, “ Ve children of men, 
te hear you! what my faithful ſervant and friend 
„has done upon this mountain, in chearful x 
# ſacrificing his only ſon; to teſtify; his love to 
„God. By the ſame method I will declare my 
love to a periſhing world, by giving my only 
« begotten Son, to. fall a ſacrifice for ſin, In 
« chis mountain ſhall che ſword bf - juitice- awake 
| «-againſthita by his own conſent,z.and (what has 
5 now been done only in a figure, thall be really 
© zranſaded.ar. the appointed; time, | Meanwhile, 
let rame, and; other beaſts, be ſacrificed as a 
te memorial ef this grand bur nt · offering; ber her 
no human blood ſmoke: on map altere, ale 
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Bu ur more. particularly to. egumerate the im- 


134 bs 1 


portant pregictions of this prophetical hiſtory, 
It contained, firſt of all, a lively intimation, 
that in the fulneſ⸗ of time a human facrifice. ſhould 
: be. offered up. Indeed! it is dur jult and equal the 
1 that ſinned ſhould doffer,: 1 for how can the 


(a) 4 of vid. * jd 
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28 Fc Perſons. ' | Bock l. 
blood: of harmleſ s beaſts atone for the ſins of guil · 
ty men! Ang this might ſeem to have been con» 
feſſed by the horrid cuſtom that obtained in the 
Gentile world, of ſacrificing men to appeaſe the 
wrath of their deities. But the living and true 
God diſcharged ſuch direful offerings under the 
ſevereſt penalties ; not only for their evident bare 
barity, but becauſe: they encroached upon the 
plan of his infinite wiſdom, and anticipated the 
great propitiation, who was to be a human ſa- 
orifice, although he was no ordinary perfon, as 
Iſaac was nbt an ordinary ſon.” Like Iſaac, lis. 
Was a Son and heir, the Son of God, and tlie 
heir of all things- IA beloved Son; for he was 
daily his delight, before the Abuniaine were 
brought forth; and oftener than once it was de. 
elared by voice from the excellent glory, “ This 
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well one 
«fed (4). An only Son; for angels and Hints, 
though ſtile d the ſons of God, have no claim to 
ſuch a' ſonſhip as the filial Godhead is poſſoſſed 

of. Iſaae, thy birth was altogether extraordina- 
ry, both by tlie father's and mother's ſide, ſur- 
Paſſing the ordinary courſe of nature: but ſtifl 
more amazing is the generation . our atoning | 
facrifice, whoſe Father as God \ was the all- glo- ” 
rious Junovan, and whoſe mother Was a virgin 
The event of his birth, like Ifaac's, was long 
ſore told, and ardently expected before it hap- | 
pened; but tho? long delayed, the promiſe was 
. fulfilled at the appointed time. © His 

5 48) Matth. 220 . 
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name imported joy and gladneſs. In Jeſus, the 
true Iſaac, our mouths ſhall be filled with gs 
ter, 110 our , 195 eee, 


? 


1 you 1 ok manner of, his 8 2 Behold it 
in this liveiy type. For as Ifaac carried the wood, 
ſo the beloved Son of God carried his croſs. 0 
ye children of men, your iniquities were the 
heavy load he bore in his. own body on the tree. 
Theſe, | like the wood thit was intended to reduce 
] ſaac to aſhes, remlexes. Wk combuſtible to the 
fire of ene 73 


«il 
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1 was, for ee that 1 was to ſuffer 
death in this tragical manner; yet ſuch was, his- 
filial piety, ſach was this reverence of the hign 
command, that he made no attempt to fave his 
life, though he was able to have done 1 it, „being 
arrived at his youthfal prime. Even ſo, the inno- 
cent Redeemer, in whom was found no cauſe. of 
death, no not by | his very judge, he abhorred not 
the i ignominious. croſs ; he ſpared to employ all 
the legions of angels that were read at his 15 2 
he never reitempted to make his eſpape when 
his time was come; Which he had often done 
before. Though he had thoroughly digeſted in 
bis mind the dalefyl, circumilances of. his cruci- + 
fixion, he betrayed not the leaſt unwillingneſs to 
ſubmit to his heavenly Father's will, even when 
his human, heart ſprinked at the bitter cup. 4 1 
„Jay down,” ſays hé, „my life: no man ta- 
5 „ keth. it from me. This commandment have 
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Heavenly Father 1 was the fire that*preyed upon 


Father to bruife him: thou did put him to 


30 TyPical perſons, © "> na I. 
66 I received from my Father ( a). Fathers or 
« my vin, 25 * * done (3). 75 . 


1 


Ir was by a ond 10 che band of bis 55. 
ther alone that Ifaac was to breathe out his ſovl, 
and by him alone was the funeral pile tobe light. | 
ed up; For theſe purpoſes, we are informed in 
"the ſacred hiſtory, he carried the fire and the 
| knife. It was not the envy. of the Jews ; it was 
not the covetouſneſs of Judas ; it was not the ir. 
 refolution of the cowardly Roman judge, that 
chiefly. conſigned our Iſaac over to the tormenting 
croſs : but. being delivered by the determinate 
counfel and foreknowledge of God, thefe only 
proved the ſinful executioners of the high decree. 
Thy burning anger againſt the ſons of men O 


His holy. ſoul. Thy juſtice, inflexibly. ſevere,. was 
the keen fathing ſword. Which awaked againſt. 
him, and drank his vital blood, * It Pleaſed the 


« grief (e). And truly many of the ſufferings. of 
our dying Redeemer were of ſuch a nature, that 


none but God could ing, and none bas Goa 
could aye. endured, wk 


ine Pane the - Yi wth 
theſe things were tranſacted by Abraham being 
in the land of 'Moriah; could not be far diſtant 
from the horrid eminence of "Cilbaty, or the 
"Pu heights of Zen. > tes Ecircytiſlance” by 
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(a) John 1 1. % 00 Luke LY 44. te) Ic. 1. . 
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The fifty of Waite. J 


no means unworthy of our careful attention, that 
the true propitiation was offered up nearly in the 
fame place where the beloved ſon of Abraham was 
to expire upon the altar. Ve mcuntains of Mo- 
riah, your name may now be JeHovan' IIREH 
for better reaſons than when Abraham offered up, 
for his Ifaac, the ram which was caught in the 
thicket; for God has now provided himſelf 4. 
Lamb, and in the ſe mountains the Lord was ſeen. 
putting away ſin by the ſacrifice of himſelf. 


I was. not poſſible for amor tal creature to give 
2 e document of love to God, than by ſacri⸗ 
fizing for his fake a dearly beloved: aud only fon.. 
The whole hiſtory is fo amazing, that we know 
not whether we ſhould moſt admire che ſtrange 
commandment, or the unparalleled obedience. 
Even ſo, it was not poffible for the immortal God 
to give a nobler demonſtration of love to men 5 
than, | by delivering for their fake his only begotten 
Son to die for their offences: the whole tranfac- 
tion, from firſt to laſt, is of ſuch uncommon na- 
ture, and ſo foreign to every human plan for ac- 
eeptance with God, that to the wiſe Greeksi it was 
mere fooliſtineſs,. and 'to the Jews a ſtumbling- 
block. As Abraham” could not without faith 
have acquieſced in the precept, no more can we 
without "faith acquieſce in the goſpel plan. He 
_ conſulted not with Sarah, when he was called to 
obey; and when we are called to belieye, we mult 
not conſult with vain philoſophy. Though in the 
wyſter of Redemption there is a depth of wiſdom 
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32 
thy line; O Reaſon, i is 6 mort to ſound its 705. 
tom. Reaſon, eſpecially in its depraved ſtate, 
may not unfitly be compared to the patriarch's 
aſs, which. ſtay'd at the foot of the hill, but aſcend» 
ed not with Iſaac to the ſacrifice, It is the pro- 
vince of faith alone to aſcend this hill of the Lord, 
and comprehend the "90s of Hen which ih 
knowledge. B | | Ty 


% 4 : , ha, 6 » E 45 8 * 4 ” * 
, 


1 TSAAc, it is true, was not facrifichs ; and there 
was no need that God ſhould raife kum from the 
dead, as the patriarch, perhaps expected. But as 
he was in a manner a dead man during all. the 
three days that intervened ber ixt the ſentence 
being paſſed againſt him, and the reverling of j it 
by the heavenly voice, it may be truly ſaid, chat 
ine figure he was received from the dead, RET 
f Exactiy ſo, our true lac, was received on the 
third day from the dead, not in arfigurs, only, 
Like. Tac, he. felt no harm; but, O death, he 
« was. thy plague; O graye, he was thy, deſtrue- 
| ” tion (þ).” Like Trac, he returned, to his Fa- 
ther's houſe from. whence he came, and became 
2 father of many nations, who. are begotten. Ap 
gain to a lively hope by his re ſurrection from the 
dead: for thus the prophet Iſaiah eee 
admigable plainneſs and propriety, © When thou, 
4 O heavenly Father, ſhalt make his foul an 
« * {ring for ſin, be ſhall. ſee his my he. ſhall 


| eee in his hand F ; 
65 "Heb: .. - been e 00 wen to 
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Ids The Hiſtory of Jacob. 33 
FoRBEAR, ye children of men, anxiouſly to 
inquire, o Wherewith ſhall I come. before thy 
«Lord, and how ſhall I bow myſelf before 

« High God? Shall 1 give my fir ſt· born for my 
5 tranſgreſſion, a and the fruit of my. body for the 
« {in of my Hul? For lo, he has iven his firſt- 
« born to atone for your tranſ refſion, and the 
[1 Son of his love to ekpiate the ſin of your fouls 
60 by the facrifice of himſelf. Thu: hath he ſhew- 
7 ed you what is good; and what doth the Lord | 
« require of thee, but to do juſtly, love 710 


ih any walk bumbly with thy God n Th 


V. Dee Hi ſtory. of Facoh, e 
a "i E hade of Jacobs life is alſo Aote with 
very remarkable incidents; not unlike thoſe 
ati befel our Lord Jeſas Chriſt, or which have 
befallen the church, which is his body, and his 
other felf,'1 in all ages of the world. The tru h of 
"this will eadly appear in the following parallel. 
| 1.TheParriarch Jacob 1. The Lord Jeſus 
was choſen by God, * ho Chritt, being from all e. 
loved kim before he Was verlaſting the peculiar 
born, . tobe the progeni. object of the Father's 10 
tor of the Jewiſh nation, love, was choſen by him 
who: alſo were choſen in before, the mountains y 
him rather than the po. were brought forth to be | 
"ſtcrity « of "Eſau, called in the F ather of the nations 15 
the ſtileof the prophet the. of. them, N ho are ſaved * 
border af wickedneſs,and whoare alſechoſen in him 
the Le e . that hep Hou, be a 
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_ patriarch the Jews, the wickedneſs, 2 From Je. 
- peculiar people of God, ſus Chriſt, the choſen ge. 
| are named Iirielites,— neration are named Chri. 
5 . From him ſprung the ſtiads,—3Addtherwelve 
5 twelve patriarchs, who apoftles 'of the Lib! are 
<} were the fathers of that the fathers' of the hol 
| holy nation according to nation according to the 
he fleſn.—4. Many and ſpirit, —4. Behold and 
1 Ereat were the hard hips $ ſee, was ever any forrow 
which this OTF like unte his? for his 


* 


courſe of his pilgrimage; al war with wor He was 
for it appears tat he was. affficted by the world 


the moſt afflited of all raſſed by the devil, and 
his race, both on account perſecuted even hy God 
of the treatment he met himſelf.— 5. Early, very 
with from Elau, from early he felt the effects of 
Laben, and from God the world's, undeſerved 
himſelf, —5. Very early malice,. And hig rough 
be began toſtruggle with brethren the Jews were 
3 his rough brother Eſau, fo highly it incenſed againſt 


; de ſuch a high pitch, a8 hands in his bload.. And 
d reſolve tomurder him, wherefore did , ye thus 
go for no other fault than hate him, O ye mahiclous 


| privilege of birthright, gloried in your birth: 


| ee ,by felling] it for dr e that the kingdom of 


ne Lord hath miignation wer gig from 
for ever, —2. From this the world. that lies in 


flicted with during the whole life was a continu- 


. 0 carried his, enmity him, as to embrus their 


bas 145 : # 


ws 99. 1 * 


excluding kim from the ews! It Wwasbecauſe you 


Fi 


Which bimſelk had juſtiy right, and could not en- 


ld according to 


a morſel of meat; and "4 
| hi 


r re 


e 7. . Eg Kl. 4 vs. 
| 99 when be would his doctrine, be taken | 
after warcls have inberit- from you and transfer: 
ed the ble ſſing, he could red to the deſpiſed Gen: 
not by all his tears inducs tiles, though you had 
his father to beſtow it juſtly forfeited all title t 
ann Him is vain 828 rege 


fane Ee 10 chwart che pins of ſpiritual” and 
unalterable deeree; fer heavenly bleſſings.—6. 

the elder; ſhall ſerve the But be of good chear, ye 
younger, and the- poſte- children of Jeſus Chriſt, 
rity of Jacob ſhalli put your Lord and. Maſter 
garriſons in thy ſtrong has overcome the world 
holds,—7. With his ſtaff And the time ſhall come, 
he paſſed over Jordan, when the ſaints of the 
an exile from his father's Mot ' High ſhall. take 
houſe ; he ſerved. for a the kivgdom:; and it 
wife, and returned again ſhall be ſaid, Who is this 
with much ſubſtance, ha · that cometh from Edom, 
ving multiplied into two with dyed garments from 
bands. — 8. He ſpoiled Bozrah ?—7. With the 
Laban of his ſubſtance ſtaff of his croſs he paſſ- 
and idols. But when he ed over the Jordan of 
followed after him, to death; and wandering 
rummage Jacob's tents, an exile from heaven, his 
he found nothing that Father's houſe, he took 
belonged to him.” And on him the form ef a ſer- 
When he deparred from vant, (ſuch was his love 
Jacob, the angdls of God to the church ;) and af. 
met him, and he called terwards he was followed 
the place Mahanaim.— by the twobandsof Je vs 
But the conflict which und (Gentiles, 8. Ihe 
Jacob had wigh\God was! devſl tupeRing that this 
by far the nene MARE «0 
ous was 


* 


36 "Typical Perfons, © Book J. 
eus affliction. Never was to ſpoil his goods, 
was. the patriarch in and utterly aboliſh the 
greater diſtreſs. Reti- idols, fiercely aſſaulted 
red from his family, and him; but hen the prince 
all alone, expecting his of this world came unte 
brother Eſau to come him in the day of his 
upon him with four kun: temptation, he found no- 
dred armed men, he thing in him; and when 
pours out his prayer to he left our Saviour, tlie 
God; and there wreſt. angels came and miniſter. 
led a man with him till ed unto him. — But the 
the breaking of the day, conflict whick our Lord 
to whom he wept and had with the Wrath of 
made ſupplication. But God, was the greateſt of 
at laſt he is victorious 3 all his afflictions. It was 
his life is preſerved; and the lively feeling of al: 
12 ee che en, mighty anger that made 

N bim ſweat blood: when 
8 4 52 . retired from his diſciples, 
no 1, andexpetting the multi- 
%% ES ATE tude to come upon him 
vo wb]. St 13540 % He det upprayers and 
-'; ſupplications with ſtrong 
Sa se . HED. 028 cries and tears, to him 
R > * ane 2 Aeli that was able to ſave him 
210 «© 10 if A Ati Fr) from death. But at laſt 
wal $50 ee e he prevails to obtain che | 
Iv br {4 4 5 81 04, bleſſing, having endu - 
127 tree the wrath of God. 
7 8 eb vas obliged to go down to Egypt 
in his old age; to preſerve his life from-a; cruel 
' famine ;o Chriſt J eſus fled into Egypt when he 
was achild, to preſerve * Ufe from:a bloody - 
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The Hiſtory of Faceh. 3 . I 
= rant. Afterwards was the laying of the prophet | 

| Falfilled; : Out of Egypt have I called my Son | 
). And, laſtly As Jacob left the world . 
= bleſſing ls don, fo Carl: left the World dleſling 
| his a deg | 


Bur he was alſo 2 Spe of the N body 3 
of Chriſt, and indeed of every ſaint, whether 1 
you vie w him as cheſen in the womb, —ſtriving 
at his birth. buying the birthright, mee ting the 
angels of God,——wreſili: g with the Angel of the 
covenant,—or buried in Canaan after a trouble- 
ſome life. Behold in all theſe an emblem of eve - 
ry one who is an Iſcaelite indeed. 


6— . POOR EIS: -.- 


His election in che hd ſipnifies how all the 
ſced of Jacob are choſen to ſalvation. « Was 
not E au Jacob's brother (b),” his elder brother, 
4 indeed a ſtronger child ? for his hairy ſkin 
portende:l the vigour. of his conſtitution. Yet 
was he not choſen to inherit the patriarchal bleſſ- 
ing. The happy. perſons whom he chuſes to in- 
herit. the bl: ſlings of eternity, are ſo far from be- 
ing better than other their fellow. creatures, that, 
for the moſt part, they are greatly inferior, both 
in the endowments of the mind, and outward 
worldly diſtinctions. „Even fo, Father, for ſo 
it ſeemeth good in thy fight (e) ! FF 


1 Hits Aruj Sung at his birth, when he rock hold 
of hit brother“ s heel, might be intended to ſipnify, 
thare everytruc Ifraelite muſt five, before he come 


ert l. 15. (2) Mala. ke) Marth, N. 46. 
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erfonr. Book 1, 
to the poſſeſſion of thoſe bleſſings that are deſign. 
ed for him in the purpoſe of God. EleQing love 
indeed prevents, but not excludes our fighting the 
good fight of faith, and laying hold upon' eternal 
life. Miſerably ſhall they be diſappointed, who 
dream of ſeizing the kingdom of heaven without 
violence. When the huſbandman can reaſonably 
hope, that indolence will fill his barns with plen- 
ty; when the ſoldier can think that victory will 
1 him with her palms, without striking A 
blow; then may the yawning Chriſtian, whom 
it grieves to work out his own ſalvation with fear 
and trembling, expect to reap fruit unto life eter- 
nal, and tread' Oy the W pes \ of his ſpiri- 
tual foes. 


ili buying the birth right for wa Tudt- 
crous as it ſeems, perhaps may denote the high 
eſteem which all the true ſeed of Jacob havt of 
Fpiritual ble ſſings. O * retched exchange! to bar- 
ter for the ſatisfaction of a moment what Was 
more valuable than an hundred lives! Profane E. 
ſau, was it nothing valuable to inherit the bleſſing 
.of Abraham, to be the. progenitor of the Me. 
ſiah, and to entail on thy poſterity the true know. 
ledge of God? All this was undervalued, when the 
birthright was deſpiſed. Ye Eſaus of the world, 
take to yourſelves your preſent ſenſual gratis. 
tions; and eſteem nothing good but preſent ſatisfac- 
tions, fill your bellies with the hidden treaſure of 
God, and for the ſhort · lived pleaſures of ſin, ge · 
nounce your part in heavenly felicities, and bury, 
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The Hiſtory of Jacob. 39 
t houſe-of Ifrael labour for the meat that endures 
to everlaſting life; let them implore the chearfut- 
light of God's countenance ; let them enjoy the | 
viſion of his face in righteouſneſs; and when in- 
ſpired with theſe bliſsful expectations, all ſublu- 
nary joys fhall in compariſon be no more regard - 
ed than was thy pottage, . in e 
of the ae „ 


His receiving the bleflin ing frem his father in 
the garments of Efau, which his mother arcayed 
him with, may. be viewed as a faint ſhadow of 
our receiving the bleſſing from God in the gar , f 
ments of Jeſus Chriſt, which all the children of [| 
the promiſe do wear. 5 When found in Chriſt, - 
and clothed with the perfumed robes of righ- |! 
ceouſneſs imputed, the garments of our elder bro 
ther, our gracious. God and Father will forget our f 
finful imperfections, and beholding no iniquity in 
Jacob, nor perverſeneſs in Ifrael, will bleſs us 
with all (ſpiritual. bleſſings i in Chriſt Jeſus. It was | 
not. the ſeigned veniſon, but the borrowed gar- ; 
ments, that procured, the ble fling. Even fo we 
are. not bleſſed by God for'our good works, how- 
ever pleaſing, unto him, but for the righteouſneſs 
of our Redeemer : for "ſhould we preſume to ap- 
pear in the preſence of Jeuoven, without this 
moſt neceſſary precaution, cf putting on the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, our performances, however ſpecious, . 
could meet n no accep:ance, but the evil which - 
Jacob greatly feared. would come upon us; we 
would procure to ourſelves A curſe, and nor a 

9 5 ; 
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His meeting the angels, after his i interview 
with Laban, when he called the name of the place 
Mahanai m, was not only deſigned to animate! his 
courage amidſt the dangers that ſurronnded him 
in that journey; but alſo to hint unto us what is 

the diſtinguiſhed privilege of all the children of 
Jacob in their militant ſtate: for: ** the angel of 
« the Lord encamps round about them that fear 
% him (a).” The defpiſer of his birthright, 
whoſe reſentment Jacob dreaded; comes indeed 
eſcorted by four hundred men. But what were 
theſe to Jacob's invilible guard ? This honour” 
| have all his ſaints, who come to the innumerable 
company of angels, the miniſtrant ſpirits of the 
heirs of ſalvation, and the bright guardians of the 
wh. . | 


oy 
A 
"> 


His wreſtling with the Angel, who doubtleſs 
was the Captain of the hoſt that appeared to him 
in the likeneſs of a man, (a prelude of his futur e 
incarnation ,) over whom he obtained the victory, 
and from whom he received the bleſſing, when he 
wept, and made ſupplication, - may be conſidered 
as a figure of that great fight of affliction which 
the beloved of the Lord may lay their account 
within the night of this world. Even the Lord 
himſelf may ſeem to ſtand againſt them. with his 
richt hand as an adverſary. But as the mighty 
wreſtler with Jacob aſſumed no greater ſtrength 
than might be overcome, ſo God, that is faith- 
ful, will proporrion the trials o 3s poopie: co 
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4 F628 N The Hiſtory of Jacob. a 


the ſtrengt h he has given them. 8 And by their 
ſtrength (Which yet is not their own) they ſhall 


prevail; for he that is in appearance againſt, is 


really for them, and ſtronger for them than a- 
gainſt them. If he caſts down, it is but with his - 
left, but he upholis them with his right hand. 

My ſterious, but comforting truth! hard to ex- 
preſs, but ſweet to know. Ne ver was Jacob 
more heppy, than when he ſeemed moſt miſer - 
able; nor more ſtrong, than w hen he ſeemed moſt. 
weak; for at once he was lamed and bleſſed, con- 
quered and victorious- A lively emblem this of 
what ufaally-befalls' the remnant of Jacob! for 
* happy is the man whem God correcteth.“ The 
love of the Lord towards the children of Iſrael is 
written in the moſt rigorous diſpenſations: When 
they are weak, then are they ſtrong; and what he 
takes away: from them in one way, he reſtores to - 
advantage. in another. 0 happy they, who think 
it no ſolikude to be alone with God 1 Glorious 
things are ſpoken of thee, O duty of prayer! He 
who can pre vail with God, needs not fear that 

man ſhould prevail. againſt bin | | 


* 


; 


Is burial in Cinaan, the land of promiſe; af- - 
ter a life of a ſingular affliction, may repreſent the | 
diſtinguiſhed: lot of all the faithful, choſen, and 
called, who, after a ſhort courſe of pilgrimage; ha- 
raſſed with anxious cares. and. ſorrows, do reſt in 
the promiſed land of the heavenly Canaan. And 


truly the beloved Jacob had ſhared no happineſs, 


to be compared with hated Eſgu's, if in this life 
9 had | hope. W . wou'd not rather Judge, > 
I. 8 | 3 ; 


7 Typical Perſons, Book J. 


chat Eßu was beloved of God, and. Jacob hated, 

i love or hatred could certainly be known by that 
which happens under the ſun? And were the 
Chriſtian to bound his vie ws by the grave, ſnould 
his hopes terminate in death; ah! then, he were 
the moſt wretched of his ee, and at his beſt e. 

kate he were altogether ranity. 3 


O yreavnal Joys above 10 glorious ca r 
n in heaven for thoſe who ſeek for glory, 
honour, and blifsful immortality, by patient con- 
tinuance in well doing; without you, even pure 
and undefiled religion could ſcarce compenſate 
the afflictions of this preſent life, to which we are 
expoſed as men and Chriſtians, But theſe aſſert 
' the glorious prerogative of religion, and the fu, 
perior happineſs of ſaints. Though the days of 
their pilgrimage, like Jacob's, be few and evil; 
yet Rill they are a people faved by the Lord, — 

has bleſſed them, and they ſhall be bleſſed. 


: vr. The 22 of nn 


(F "HE biſtory of Joſeph's. life i doubtlef one: 

of che moſt entertaining and eventful 
: whichal antiquity ean boaſt of. Upon it are in · 
ſtribed, in. moſt lively characters, at once the 
terrible effects of malice and en vy, and the watch». 
ſul care of providence over: the cauſe of injured: 
virtue and. innocence. But the: moſt remarkable 
_ thing that claims our attention here, is the ſur- 


g likenes datwit * whole narrates aud: 
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3 Aer of + 3c Chriſt, of whom it may truly 
be ſaid, „“ the archers have ſcrely grieved him, 
cc but his bow abode in its ſtrength, and the 
« arms of his hands were made ſtr ong by ihe 
hands ol. un mighty God of * (a).” 


Hz was hs beloved ſon of his . her Jacob. l 
and truly he ſeems to have been worthy of ſuch 


paternal flvour; tor deteiting the wickedneſs of 


his bre thren, he reported their faults. This, with 
his prophetic dreams which he told them of, ſo. 
ſtung them with envy and reſentment, that | hey 
could net ſpeak peaceably to him, nor ok at him 
but with diſguſt and averſion. I heir cauſeleſs 
anger is tur ned into obdurate hatred of their bro- 
ther, and ſoon they find an opportunity of wreck- 
ing their bloody rage. He is ſent by his father to 
inquire of their welfare when feeding their flocks. 


in the wilderneſs ; and dreading no harm, as he 


was innocent and ſtranger to offence, he careful-- 


ly inquires after them, till at laſt he finds them 


out. But, ah! © he looked for brethren, and be- 
& hold murderers | Wrath. is cruel, and anger is 
4 outrageous: but whocan ſtand before baleful en. 
vy (e)?“ Tranſported with this blind fury, they 
not only forget that they are brethren, but forget 


that they are men; and take horrid counſel againſt 


the darling youth to embrue their hands in his guilß- 
leſs blood. One more merciful than the reſt moves, 
that they caſt him into a pit, rather than murder 
him autright: for he intended by this artißce, at 


(a) Gen. All. 23, 2 1 Prow ü. 4. 


* 


Es 
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once to indulge their fury, and to elude it; by find» 


ing means to reſtore, him again to his father, 
The motion takes. They ſtrip him of his gar: 
ment with many colours; and regardleſs of tlie 
anguiſh of his ſoul, they let him down into the 


pit ; but themſelves, O cruel monſters 1 „* fat . 
% down to eat and drink; for they were not grie - 


ved for the affliction of Joſeph (a). Here they. 
deſigned to leave him to periſh miſerably in 


mournful ſolitule; bat Providence preſerved. him 
to better things : for lifting up their eyes, they ſee 
approaching a coinpany of merchants, who were 
of Iſhmael's race, and carried balm and myrrk 


from mount Gilead into E. ypt. Then did his. ſa - 


vage brethren reſolve to ſell Egypt; s future lord 
to the merchants for twenty pieces of filver : and 
to cloak their matchleſs villany, they dipt his gar- | 
ment in blood, and ſhewing it to his father, pre- 
tended that ſome wild beaſt had devoured him: Such. 
were ance the men, O ye Jews, in whom ye glory 
© as your progenitors! The innocent ſufferer is ſold 


a ſecond time ts Potiphar in Egypt, in whoſe-ſer+ 


vice he acquitted himfelf ſo well, as to gain the 


good graces of his maſter, Who repoſed in him the 


moſt entire confidence, and entruſted him with 
the fole management of his affairs. Bot ſoon, 
alas the temptations of his miſtreſs are likely e 
prove no leſs dangerous than the malice of his 
'brethren. He preſerved-indeed- his chaſtity by 


the fear of the Lord; but i incurring the undefer- 


"on eg of a: baſe crime; he is AMES ; 


/ (a) Amos 6) Gen, 1 23. 


t 
f 


J ͤ r Do wa r @ <a. fn ea @ on a. bud 


7 in.” 


r 


123 
* ** . 


to the dungeon by his too partial maſter, as be- 
fore he had been caſt. into the pit by his cruel 
brethren. - But the king ſent and looſed him, 
« and the ruler of the people ſer him free (a).“ 
For as he expoſed himſelf to all his troubleſome 
adventures, by. telling his own dreams; ſo, by in- 
terpreting the dreams of others, he laid the foun - 
dation of his ſuhſequent grandeur. On ſudden his 
priſon is turned a palace, his irons a chain of gold. 
Potiphar's ſervant is become Potiphar's lord. He 

W © whoſe feet were hurt with fetters, now binds 
the princes at pleaſure, and teaches the ſena- 
tors wiſdom (b).” And as he moves along the 
crouded ſtreets, a. herald proclaims before him, 
« Bow the knee (e).“ And now he feeds from his 
hoarded granaries the ſtarving nations; for he 
wiſely provided againſt the approach of the fa- 
mine he foretold. The ſubjects of Pharoah ac- 
knowledge him the faviour of their lives. His 
unkind brethren, , impelled by hunger, and hard 
neceſſity, come tf among the ſupplicants, to 
fulfil his dreams, which they once vainly imagined 
they had rendered for ever abortive. He reniem- 
bered the traces of their countenances ; and by : 
various harfh methods, he explores the ſincerity of 
their repentance, and acquaints himſelf with the 
circumſtances of their family. - At laſt his bowels 
yearning towards them, and piteons of their mi. 
ſery, as being ſufficiently chaſtiſed, he makes, him- 
ſelf kaawn to them; buries in oblivion the'r paſt 
miſdemeanours ; and tranſports them to dwell 


(a) Pal. ev. 20. (6) Ver. 18, 22. (e) Gen. al, 45. | 


Ts 
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. him, whels he nourithes them like a father 
in the midſt of a terrible and extenſive famine. 
And thus what was intended by the wickedneſt 
of men as the means of extirpating the name of 


Joſeph out of the earth, was over · ruled; by the 
vwiſdom of God, for bringing about his glorious. 


exaltation for faving the: lives of much people, 
"= even the lives of thoſe who, Jopyhit his death, 


Wulcn things are an allegory. . For Jefus 
Chriſt 3 is the true Joſeph, if you view him as 2 
beloved Son; an affectionate brother; a truſty ſer- 
vant; an illuminared propher ; a refiſter of temp- 
tations ; a fergiver of injuries ; but chiefly if you 
e him as an innocent ſuffer er; an exalt- 
ed Prince; and an e Saviour. | 


* - 
- * ” 1 * 
1 


1 Joſeph, be was a beloved 1 gen | 
God the Father has bleſſed above all his brethren. 
Jacob made for Joſeph, a garment of divers co. 
Jours; and God prepared for Ehriſt:; a body cu. 
riouſly wrought | in the lower parts. of the earth. 

Like Joſeph be is an aff: ctionate brother. He 
came to ſeek his brethren in the wilderneſs of this 
world, though they received him not. He knows 
them when they know: not him; . and his bowels. 
yearn. towards them; even when he. ſeems Te- 
vere. He may deal roughly with them at firſt,, 
but he will h. ve mercy. upon them at the laſt. 
He liberally. ſupplies their wants without money 
and without price; and at laſt will bring them to 
dwell with him in the heavenly Canaan, where- 


| the hall behold bis glory, and be abundandy | 
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fatiefied with the fawieſs of his Höufs. Tie Jo- 


dexterouſſy in every part of the work that was 
given him to do: even as the prophet alſo fore- 


« he ſhall be exalted, he ſhall be extolled, and 
« be very. high (a). Like Joſeph, he is a moſt 
illuminated prophet, in whom the ſpirit of God 


worthy to take the ſealed book of God's de- 
crees, and open its ſeven als. Like Joſeph, 


enemy of falvation, _ when he ſaid unto him, 
« All theſe will 1 give thee, if thou wilt fall 
down and worſhip me (6).” Though this har- 


her paths, though i in the encounter he was ſtript 
of his mortal life, Which he willingly refigned. 


cifixion being brought to a ſincere profeſſion, 


wo Matth, iv. 9 
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ſeph, he was a truſty ſervant, acquitting himſelf 


tells, Behold my ſervant ſhall deal prudeutly, 


is,—none ſo diſcreet and wiſe as he,—the true | 
Zaphnathpaneah, or revealer of ſecrets, who is 


he was a reſiſter of temptations ; for he was ſo- 
Iicited in vain to ſpiritual adultery by the great 


lot world hath caſt down, wounded, and flaia many 
ſtrong men, our Joſeph overcame her; his heart L 
declined not to her Ways : he went not aſtray in 


Like Joſeph, he = and is a forgiver of inju- 
ries: for as on the croſs he implored forgiveneſs 
to his murderers with his expiring breath; ſo on 
the throne he gave repentance unto Iſrael, and 
remiſſion of ſin, many of them whoſe hand had 
been very deep in that bloody tragedy. of his cru 


that, oe; . x. were e guilty Jong their | 
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«brother hap and the blood which they impl. 
'oully ſhed, 8 Wade than that n 


Bur chiefly let us view him 28 an innocent 
3 Cufferer, whole ſufferings iſſued | in glory to him. 
ſelf; and univerſal good to men. Joſeph. is mor- 

| tal hated of his brethren, and the butt of their 
envy, becauſe he expoſed” their wicked courſes, 
ald foretold his own advancement. For theſe 
ſame reaſons was Jeſus Chriſt hated by the Jews; 
and Pilate knew that for envy they delivered 
him. | Joſeph was derided of his brethren as an 
idle fantaftic dreamer ; and Jeſus Chriſt was e. 
ſtee med a doting lathe a madman, and one 
"beſide himſelf, Joſeph his brethren conſpired as 
gainſt him to take away his life; and of. Jeſus 
Chriſt it is propheſied, * Why do the heathen 
4 rage, and the people imagine a vain thing, to 
; £ globs againſt the Lord, and againſt his anoint-' 
F. 00 ed (b).” ” Joſeph's brethr n ſtript him of his 
\parinents x which his father made for! him ; and of 
Jeſus. Chriſt it is ſaid, . © they parted my gar- 
e ments among them, and caſt lots for my ye 
*«ſture (e).“ Joſeph Was caſt into A pit, but he 
remained not long there; Jeſus Chriſt was laid 
in the grave, but he ſaw no corruption. —Joſeph 
was ſold for a ſervant by the advice of the pa- 
triarch Judah; and Jeſus Chriſt was, by the a- 
rows; Judas, fold for thirty pieces 'of filyer, , the 
price of a flave: a goodly price he was prized at 
by them ! Joſeph was unjuſtly accuſed | in Egypt, 


| 4a) Gen. A 21. 650 Pal, ii. 12. % w. xi, 18; 


dude Hiſtory of Joſeph. 4 
and caſt-into a dungeon with two noted criminals, 
Pharaoh's butler and baker; Jeſus Chriſt was un- 
juſtly condemned in Canaan, and crucified be- 
tween two thieves, | Joſeph adjudged the one 
criminal to death, and the other to Ife, from 
the ſame omens ; Jeſus Chriſt adjudged one of 
the thieves to evertalting! life, while the other 
was allowed to periſh after the ſame deſerts. Jo · 
ſeph intreated the perſon whom he delivered, to 
remember him when he came to his glory; but 
the perſon whom Jeſus Chriſt delivered prayed 
hig,“ O Lord, remember me when thou comeſt 

« into thy kingdom (a).“ Joſeph indeed could 
but foretell his companion's deliverance; but 
Chriſt Jeſus effected, by his own power, what he 
foretold, << To- "ay thalt D ve with me in po. 
"7 * radiſe (6). Y | 


sven were ; the 8 „ alle c 
tions; but as he ſoon emerged from theſe deep 
ner of adverſity, becoming, inſtead of a ſor · 
lorn priſoner, a prime miniſter of ſtate; ſo Jeſus 
Chriſt was taken from ꝓriſon and from judgment, 
and « receives from God the Father honour and 

glory, anda name above every name: that at the 
“name of Jeſus every knee ſhould bow, of things 
ein heaven, things in earth, and things under 
the earth; and every tongue confeſs, that Jeſus 
« Chriſt is Lord, to the glory of God the Fa- 
ther (c). Behold, ye miſtaken Jews, how vain 
were all your mackinations to fruſtrate his pre- | 


— 
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dictions! Even you yourſelves became ſubſervient 
to fulfill the grand deſign, when you killed the 
"Prince of life, who was, by ſuffering death, to 
enter into his glory. Here the patriarch's ſpeech 
to his penitent-brethren may be fitly applied, . As 
e for you, ye thought evil againſt me, but God 
meant it unto good, to bring to Ps as at this 
« days to ſare much people: alive (a). N 


Fon, „ as che ſufferings ad glory, of. Joſeph iſſaed 
in the common ſalvation of the lives, of Pharaoh's 
- Aubjedts, and the family of Jacob, who was a 

Syrian ready to perith : even fo thy ſufferings, 
and thy glory, 0 thou once humbled, but now 
exalted Redeemer, were ordained for the falva- 
| An of the world, both Jews and Gentiles, from 
a far more dreadful deſtruction than a famine of. 
bread or water! Go unto this Joſeph for the ſup- 
ply of your numerous wants, ye that are ready 
to periſh. His fulneſs ſhall never be exhauſted, 
be cheir number ever ſo great who receive ut of 
it. O that his glory might be the joy of our heart, 
and the grand theme of every tongue! With wh« 
chearfulneſs ought we to forſake tlie · ſtuff of all 
terreſtrial things, when Joſeph is alive, that we 
may be with E 'where he is, and enjoy theſe 
>bleflings that are onthe head of Jeſus Chriſt, 
. and on the crown of the head of him that Was 
. ee * o his brethren 1225 . 
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VII. 1 The Hi g of My Be. . 1 5 1 

1 Chrice 400 Moſes may BP: indeel 

in one view, to be as unlike one another as 
the goſpel and' the law - as tlie miniſtration of 
righteouſneſs and-the dination of condemna- 
tion: we may, however, obſerve in the charac- 
ter and hiſtory. of this extraordinary man, a great 
reſemblance to thoſe of Jeſus Chriſt; whether we 
conſider him as a deliverer, 2 mediator, : a W. 


e EEE: Ta 1 e 
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Fi RS r, ita us view Moſes as a hetiverer' er 
. nation from the bondage of Egypt. To this 


end he was born; and When his life was fought 
dy a bloody” tyrant, who murdered his fellow. 


P- infants, he v miraculouſiy preſerved by his tes 
dy puted mother, who gave bim 4 royal education; 
d, But when: he was come to years, and capable of 
of 


judging/ for himſelf, he deſpiſed the pleafures' of 
a courtꝗ and choſe” rather to claim kindred with 


God, than with the daughter of Pharach, by 
: whoſe right; perhaps, he might have inherited the 


hren thruſt him away, ſaying, Who made thee 
A ruler and a judge far” he accompliſhes their 


tians ot their 8 3 and 9855 deſtroying | their 


; . 3 0 Aan. 33. 
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oppreſſed ſlaves, becauſe they were che people of 


own of Egypt. At laſt, though his very, bre 


reſcue from the land of Nile, ſpoiling the Egyp- . 
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firſt· born, and drowning i in the Red ſea the flower 
of their army; and all this by means of the blood 
of à lamb which he ſhed, and by his wonder 
working rod. Even fo the birth of the de. 
live rer, who came from Zion to reſcue from the 
0 preſſion of far worſe enemies than the Egyp- 
tians or the Romans, was ſignalized with the 
cruel butchering of the infants i in Bethe lem by 
Hercd's miniſters of blood. But the perf᷑cuted 
Babe finds a ſefe retreat in Egypt, whither he 
was conveyed by the guardian care of his ſuppo- 
fed father. And when he was come te years, he 
diſdained an earthly crown, when the Jews would 
have taken him by forge, and made him a king; 
as before he had i in a ſort left for a time the court 
of heaven, the boſom of his Father, and the 
ſongs of hymning cherubims, to endure, in theſe 
regions of mortality, alien for the people of 
God : for as Moſes, had a reſpect to the recom · 
pence of reward; ſo , he, for. the joy that was 
4 ſet before him, endured che croſs; and deſpiſed 
e dhe ſhame'(a);”, And though (4 his brethren 
% underſtood not at firſt, that God by bis hand, 
4©weuld deliver them (,“ and refuſed him as an 
unpoſtor ; at laſt he accompliſhes their redemp- 
tion from the cruel bondage of the devil, whoſe 
power he deſtroyed, by ſhedding his own. blogd, 
and by ſending the rod of his ſtrength out of 
Zion. By the ſe deſpiſed means dbes the Captain 
of ſalvation bring many ſons to glory, through 
raging ſeas of affliction, through waſte and howl. 
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ing wilde rneſſes of various temptations, till they 
arrive in that happy country which God has e- 
ſpied for hem, which i is the glory of * lands. 


As by a A 1 che Fc 4 4 5 Iſrael out 
of Egypt; it is further to be obſerved, that he 
acted the part of a mediator between God and 
Iſrael, both when they fought with Amaleky 
when they received the law, and when they made 
the calf in Horeb: in all which inſtances he may 
be viewed as a lively ty pe of the one Mediator 
between God and man, the man Chriſt Jeſus. 
.—— W hen the militant church is fighting in the 
valley of this world, as an Amalek thall never be 
wanting from generation to generation, their vic. 
tory depends not ſo much on their own proweſs 
and martial ſkill, as on the lifting up the hands of 
our great Interceſſor, who, like Moſes, appears 
in the preſerice of God upon a high mountain and 
eminent, even far above all heavens. Behold, 
all ye Who are fighting the good fight of faith, 
how your great Mediator's hands are lifted. up 
towards the throne of God. Fhe hands of Moſes 
could not long endure to be ſtretehed out; they 
were heavy and weak, aad behoved to be 
ſtrengthened and ſuppor ted: But Jeſus Chriſt 
he fainteth not, neither is weary, though his 
hands be ſtretched out ſtill: therefore ſhall ye 
prevail ho fight anger his banner, and have rea- 
fon to ſay, Thanks be unt God,iwho giveth us. 
6c the vieory through Jeſus rn our eee 
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3 as the law. was ordained Vy angels in the 
hand of Moſes as a mediator ; (for they to whom 
it Was publiſned were afraid, by reaſon of the fire, 
and dreadful ſound which they heard, and went 
not up to the mount ;) ſo Jeſus Chriſt our Lord 

ſtands betwixt the terrible majeſty of an angry 
God and feeble guilty. man, unable fo appear 
in the preſence of his glory: like Moſes, he en. 
"gaged his heart to approach unto God. But Mo. 
ſes only reported the law to the people, he ful 
filled the la x. Moſes quake d, and Chriſt was ſore 
amazed, infomuch that he ſweated blood from all 
the pores of his body. Be not afraid, ye re- 
deemed of the Lord, “ ye believe in God, believe 
«elſe in him.” Though our God be a conſum- 
ing fire, the all-gracious Mediator hath quenched. 
the: flames, and huſht the ſtorm of wrath by his 
ſeaſonable interpoſition, and the fiery law is now 
turned into a directing ght. And, laſtly, he 
acted the part of a mediator, when they made 
the calf in Horeb. When the anger of the Lord 
was juſtly incenſed againſt them for that enormous 
crime, Moſes ſaid unto the people, I will go 
„ unto the Lord, peradventure I ſhall- make an 

«4 atonement for your ſin. And Moſes returned 
| unto. the Lord, and ſaid, This people haue ſin- 
* oF ned 2 grievous-ſin, "Bar now, if thou wilt for - 
give their ſin : if not, blot me out of the book 
hic thou haſt written ().“ Perhaps he in- 
Tended to ſeek, that the almighty. vengeance 
wr: e on his own, head, n n the 
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whole nation ſhould periſh, though bu . f 
certain whether the offered propitiation would be 
accepted. But Jeſus Chriſt has not only offered ; 
himſelf to die for the guilty. race, but has acküalhy 
made the atonement which Moſes propoſed to - 
make, and is ſet forth we: a enen —_— 
faith i in his * - 1 0s N * 


8 
Next, let us view him- as a a lawgiver; -: as the 


children of Iſrael ſung; © Moſes commanded ys - 
«a law,. the inheritance. oof the congregation, of- 
4 Jacob :-and he was king in Jeſhurun (a). But 
we Chriſtians may. ſay, in the language of the 
prophet, The Lord is our Judge, the Lordus 
e our King, the Lord-4 is cur Lawgiver ; he will 
44 ſave us (6) Alaw is now gone forth of Zion; 
but, Moſes, not like thine, conſiſting of canal 


—\ law which is not ſo much obeyed. by doing, 


need of reformatiog, or repeal. 


"a 


Bur, laftly;let us view him in kis prdptiefic 
character, of whom it is teſtified, „There aroſe 


«© whom' the Lord ſpoke face to face (c).“ Yer 
Moſs truly ſaid unto the fathers, A prophet 
é ſhall the Lord your God raiſe up unto you of 


1 yu np im all oP _ \Thoughs we had 


5 1 


oo bea "OY 44 5 48) IC XXRXiii. 22+ | (e) Dis, 
| Xx. 10, (a) Deut. XVlii. 1 5. | 


ordinances, —alas, not of works, but of faith, — ; 
a- law for which the ifles of the Gentiles ſhall wait, 


a8 by believing, —and which will never nde in 


cc no prophet tine in Iſrael like unto Moſes, to 


« your brethren, like unto me; and him mall | 


** 


3 pie pa , Book J. 
not. he expreſs. authority of an ape 

application of this prediction to the Apoſtle and 
High Prieſt of our profeſſion, we can ſcarcely be 
at a loſs to ſee how it can agree to none other. 
Ue, he is that prophet that ſhould come unto the 
world, of whom Moſes wrote, and who is like 
unto him, if you conſider—— The ſtock from 
whence he ſprung ; for he was raiſed from among 
his brethren, not aſſuming the nature of angels, 
but the nature of man, and of the ſeed of Abra- 
. ham. The meekneſs of his temper, which ex- 
celled the meekneſs of Moſes, as far as the meck- 
neſs of Moſes excelled the mee kneſs of other men. 
The Hebrew lawgiver, meek as he was, cannot 
be altogether freed from fallies of impatience; 


but the meek and holy Jeſus, who calls us to. 


learn of him, was never indecently tranſported 
with rage, nor uttered one word unadviſedly with 
his lips, though upon the moſt provoking, occa- 
caſion. I he luſtre of his face. For not to 
mantion his transfiguration on che mount, When 
his face did ſhine as the ſun, he is in his divine 
perſon the bri ghtneſs of his Father's glory, which, 
like Moſes, be covered with, the yall of his fleſh, 
Phen he deſcended into our world, that he might 
be qualified for holding familiar, converſe with 
-men. upon earth, his terror not making them a · 
fraid. For if the face of Moſes, the ſervant, did 
mine with ſuch dazzling glory, by a ſhort abode 
in the preſence of IJxu oV AH. on am earthly mo 
- that the Ifraelites could not endure to behold 
him without à vail; how) much leſs could the 
eeble Mm of mortal men have endured the face 


t, 
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ee, The a e 57 
of Chriſt the Son, who, abiding. from ere 
in the preſence of JEH& VA, was daily his de- 
light, had he ſnone forth in all the blaze of Dei- 
ty, without the thick vail of his fleſh. ebe 
clearneſs of his manifeſtaulons. Of Moſes indeed | 
it is fald, «With him 1 wilt ſpeak mouth to 
4 mouth, even apparently, ald not in dark 
. ſpeccllek and the limilitude of che Lord all 
* he behold;“ whereas 5 was uſual with the 
prophets of inferior rank, to receive the intima- 


alleep, and ecſtaſies When awake. But of this 
prophet i my the New T elta, nt church his bar- 
binger declares, 40 No man hath ſeen God at ; n) 
« time but the only, begotten Son, Which is in 
« the Vote of the F ather, he had declared him 
70 (a). „Eis fidelity! in executing his commillion : 
for «« the, words the Father gave unto. him, he 
60 give ui unto then; and as the Father gave him 
« commandment, ſo he ſpake. Moſes indeed was 
« faithful ir in all his houſe as a ſervant, but Chriſt 
Was a Son over his own houſe (6). „The oppo- 
fition he met with from Jews and Gentiles. He 


endured the contradiction of ſinners 2gainſt'him- 


If, even as Jannes and Fanibres withſtood Moſes, 


And'as' his neareſt relations quarrelled with him- 
for marrying Zipporab, the Ethiopian woman, ſo 


did the Ys; with Chriſt, for eſponſing the Gen- 


tile chugeli. —The mir iracles he ir oughr. * It was 
ac,” L. ke Moſes, he fed the. 


mn never 0 ſeen in is 


a Jom i. 4. 
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tions of the divine will in dreams when they were 
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Wuar Moſes dd Kelty, the. b Chriſt 
does ſpiritually for the beloved Iſrael. He ſweet. 
enz their bitter waters; cures their diſeaſes; ſup- 
plies their wants. Like Moſes, he faſted forty 


days ; ; and like Moſes he died at the aan 
| ment of the Lord. ” 3 8 


* 4 8 . 
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'A 8 the fan paints the clouds with variety of 
X glorious colours, Which, in their own na- 
ture, are but dark and lowring vapours exhaled 
from the earth ; fo when the Sun of righteoul- : 
neſs ariſes, even the carnal ordinances and com- 
mandments of the law, dark and earthly as they 
ſeem, are gilded by his beams, and wear a ſmi. 
ling appearance. By his kindly luence, who 1 is 
the light of the world, the moſt barren places of 
the ſcripture rejoice, and bloſſom” as ihe roſe, 
W hat portion of ſacred Writ is more apt to be per- 
uſed. without edification- and delight, t than what 
relates to the Levitical prieſthood 1 the qualifica- 
tions of their Perſons, their apparel, their conſe. 
cration, and different parts of their function? And 
indeed it muſt be tonfeſſed a very hard taſtk tu te · 
concile with the wiſdom of God the adjoming ſuch 
numbe rleſs rites, purely fum the ir own fal. But 


when we conſider that Aron, and his factefors, 


were figures of dur great High Prieſt, we muſt ac- 
knowle d; Se, that theſe injunctions a are neither, un- 


& 
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_ of God nor uſeleſs to man, but are pro- 
fitable for doctrine, and inſtruction in righteouf- 
nels. We _—_ a a * e ien 


* 
4 3 


"A firſt, we ſhall 2ake notice af: * 55 * 
relating to the perſons of Aaron and his ſons. 
Whoſoever he was that approached to God in the 
character of an high prieſt, he behoved, according 
to the law of Moſes, to be of the ſtock of Iſrael, 
the tribe of Levi, the family of Aaron, having his 
genealogy well atteſted, his body ſound, his life 
temperate, (for, he was hot to drink wine, nor o- 
ther intoxicating liquors; ) his wife muit be either 
a virgin, or the widow of a prieſt, but by no means 
a divorced woman, or an harlot: and, laſtly, it 
was abſolutely forbidden that he ſhould go out of 
the ſanctuary to mourn. for the dead, unleſs they 
were his neareſt relations. Let us apply theſe 


knowledged, that he was neither of the tribe of 
Levi, nor family of Aaron; for, ** it is evident 


4 nothing of the prieſthood belonging to that 
“ tribe (a).“ In this reſpect, to be ſure, he dif- 
fers from them in a very eſſential point, which 
however it diſqualified him from officiating, in the 
temple, (« for if he were on earth he ſhould not 
« be a prieſt) (b);” yet does not in the leaſt infer 
his incapacity to be a prieſt of a higher order 
than the order of Aaron, that is of the order of 
Melchizedec, who joined in one perſon the prieſt 


{a) Heb. vil 14. (5) Chap, un. 4 


3 - * 
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things to our High Prieſt. It muſt indeed be ac. * 


our Lord ſprang out of Judah, and Moſes ſays 
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_ + vicical prieſt he never aſſumed when he was up. 

on earth, as indeed he could not have any claim 
unto it. What ſhall we ſay then? That he is 
inferior to Aaron and his ſucceſſors upon this 
account ? ? Nay, the difference of his tribe is the 
moſt convincing proof of the ſupereminence of 
his order. Like Aaron, he was taken from a- 
mong men, and was an Hebrew of the Hebrews, 
and never any prieſt of them all could boaſt of 
ſuch illaſtrious pedigree as Jefus Chriſt. © Which 
of them all was born of à virgin! ? and eto which 
«© of them ſaid God at any time, Thou art my 
e Son, this day have I begotten thee (2)? 
The genealogy of the ancient prieſts behoved to 
be firmly documented: but they had no ſuch it- 
luſtrioas proofs of their being the ſons of Levi, 
as Chriſt had of his being the Son of God, which 
the Father atteſted, both by the voice from hea. 
ven, and by the mighty works he enabled him to 
do. The ſoundneſs of their body was no doubt 
intended to prefigure the integrity and perfection 
of the ſoul of Jeſus Chriſt ; for the leaſt, defor- 
mity here had rendered him utterly incapable of 
propitiating the Deity, by the ſacrifice of him- 
ſeelf: for “ futh an high prieſt became us, who,” 
though falſely accuſed of many ſins, was never 
convinced of any, but ©& was holy, harmleſs, unde- 
6e filed, ſeparate from ſinners (b),” and a Lamb 
without blemiſh, and without ſpot even in the 
pure eyes of God. Their reſtriction to marry 
A "wie, in ber virginity, may Feder“ denote, that 
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the human nature, which our great High Prieſt, 
Jeſus the Son of God, deigned to wed to his di. 
vine perſon, was not deflowered with fin, but a 


all doubt, Wwe are natively led to think' of the 


whole church, and every member of that fociety, 
being preſented as chaſte virgins unto Chriſt. . In 
vain does the.harlot church of Rome, that great 


whore that {its on many waters, c claim the high 


Hear what the apoſtle declares of the followers of 
the Lamb, © Theſe are they which were not de. 
« filed with women, for they are virgins : theſe 
« were redeemed from among men, being the firſt 
“fruits to God, and to the Lamb (a). The 
abſtinence from wine and ſtrong drink, which was 
commanded, was not only deſigned to inculcate 
the ſtricteſt temperance, (which is a moſt neceſ- 


chat requires the faculties of the mind to be in 
their moſt vigorous ſtate;) but it may be alſo 
vie wed as an implicit intimation of that perfect 


had in the diſcharging of his office, never forget- 
ting what he was about in the ſmalleſt inſtanee, 
being always found of quick underſtanding in the 
man and a winebibber, us the hypocritical Phari- 


ing out of the ſanctuary to mourn for the dead, 
Was ee 5 


n Refer A 4. 
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pure, uncorrupted, and holy thing. But, beyond 


prerogative of being the only ſpouſe of Chrilt. 


ſary. virtue to the diſcharge of any important truſt 
command of himſelf, which our great High Prieſt 
ſear of the Lord, but by no means a gluttenous 


{ces malicioutly affirmed. The prohibition of go- 


Rat when Jeſus 9 ſhould 
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all his ſorrows behind kim, and d well for ever in 
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62 © Typical Perfons.”. Bock l. 
paſs into hb 3 ſanctuary, he ſhould- leave 


the preſence of God, where there is fulneſs of 
Joy: Moreover, it clearly ſignifies, that he was 

to aboliſh death and the grave. Henceforth let 
n unmanly tear be ſhed for the bleſſed dead, who 
die in the Lord. That moſt calamitous event to 
the eye of ſenſe, is, to the eye of faith, the mos 
1 e in the lot of the Juſt, 


Non! are the . hn their prieſlly garments 
leſs inftractive and ſignificant, - The curious ma- 
terials of the ephod of gold, blue, purple, and 
ſcarlet, might repreſent the unſearchable riches of 
Chriſt, and the luſtre of thoſe divine graces which 
adorned. his ſacred humanity. — The names of the 
twelve tribes he bore firſt upon his ſhoulders, and 
then upon his breaſtplate, as a memorial before 
- the Lord continually, engraven on precious ſtones, 


and diſpoſed in comely order, are no obſcure em- 


blem of the ſaints, whom our High Prieſt carries 


both on the ſhoulders of his almighty power, and 


on the breaſt of cordial love, according to the 
moſt pathetic prayer of the ſpouſe, «© Set me as a 

«ſeal upon thine heart, as a fea] upon thine 
4% arm (a). Theſe names were engraven on pre- 
cious ſtones: for ſuch are all his ſaints, though 
diſallowed of men, and trampled under foot as 
naughty pebbles; Bits are they choſen of God, 
and precious, . and they ſhall be his in the 'day 
chat he makes up his jewels.—No tribe was want · 


4 


(e) Song. vii 6 
09 


* |. "The Ordinance of the Prieſthood. 64 
ing in that moſt coſtly breaſtplate; for Jeſus 
EhriſtAnows them by name whom he redeems, 
both gerat and ſmall, and there is no reſpect of 
perſons.— They were arranged in comely order; 
for *© he is not the God of confuſion, but of or« 
« der, as in all the churches of the ſaints (a). 
They were firmly ſet, and not ſtghtly put into 
the breaſtplate ; for all the faithful are ſo firmly 


jewel can be picked from the breaſtplate of our 
Aaron, by the joint efforts of earth and hell.—It 
was now lawful for the Iſraeſites to enter into the 


per ſoꝰ of their high prieſt they entered every year, 
as their names were graven on his ſhoulders and 
heart, and preſented unto IERevAu, Even ſay 

in Jeſus Chriſt the holy Chriftian nation, wha: 
live upon the earth, are entered into the holieſt of 


all, and even fat down with him" in heavenly 
the Thummim that Moſes was commanded to put 


| certainly determine the nature or form of this di- 
vine workmanſhip, denoted by fuch an uncom- 


tally anſwered, « Give the * wy judgments, 
| OL Cor: » xiv. ; 


united unto Jeſus Chriſt, that not the ſmalleſt. 


moſt holy place in their own perſons, but in the 


places. Shall we mention next the Urim and 


into the breaſtplate of Aaron ? Be it ſo, we cannot 


mon phraſe; we are certain, however, that in Je- 
ſus Chriſt we have that prieſt who ſtands up with 
Vrim and Thummim, and bears the Judgment of 
Iſrael before the Lord continually. In him are 
found the cleareſt light of wiſdom, and the” great. 
eſt perfection of holineſs. In him that prayer is 
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O Lord, wh the king's ſon thy Achtet. 
alaerity »berawich; our High Prieſt diſcharged 
of his mind, he did, with all his might, what his 
- texture, gold and purple, blue and ſearlet. But 
„ ſhall be the girdle of his loins, and righteouſ- 
poltle John beheld him equipt with this prieftly 


| God walking in the midft; of the ſeven golden 
candleſticks, clothed. with a long white garment 


the hem of Aaron's; under robe, may ſignify the 


body; and an undoubted ſign that our High Prieſt 


” 4 
» "2 = 
af — 


3 - Typical bee * W Bock l. 


* neſs (a).. The curious girdle ſignifies the 


every part of his office; for girding up the loins 
hand found Aaron's girdle was indeed of coſtly 
of Jeſus Chriſt it was propheſied, & Faithfulneſs 


<« ceſs the girdle of his reins (5). The beloved 


ornament, when he ſaw him in the viſions of 


down. to the foot, and girt about the paps with a 
golden girdle. The golden bells, ſuſpe nde d ar ound 


ſweet ſound of the goſpeb which is gone into all 
the earth. O greatly bleſſed are the peaple who 
hear chr joyful found, ſweeter to the ear of faith 
than mulic, in its ſofteſt trains, to the ear of the 


is alive, though we: ſee: him- not, and lives for 
ever in the r of Wan en e 
ee us, F v5 . 995 11 Goda 


45 . > 
1 Tus Wee eee wrought 
betwixt the bells, and equal to them in number, 
| may be an emblem of thoſe fruits of righteanſne(s | 
with which the preaching of the goſpel i is attend- 


hmmm he fair mitre 8 adorned. his head | 
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with the venerable inſcription on the plate of gold 
forrounding his temples, may put us in mind of 
Jeſus Chriſt, who is the only crowned prieſt; and 
not only holy, but holineſs itſelf unto the Lord; 
yea, he is himſelf the holy JzHov an; and foun- 
tain of holineſs unto his people. For „ this is 
« the name whereby he ſhall be called, The Lord 
« our righteouſreſs (. 3 7 TINT 


the typical-prieſthood were commanded to wear, 
and ſuch their myſtical ſignification. Let us come 


next to the manner of their conſecration, The 


Hebrew lawgiver is directed to bring Aaron and 
his ſons to the door of the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation; there they were walhed with water; 
arrayed with the prieſtly veſtments; anointed witk 
the coſtly oil, which it was death to counterfeit; 


and, laſtly, ſanctiſied by the offering up of pecu- 


liar ſacrifices, whoſe blood was put upon the ex- 
treme parts of · their bodies. Though every mi- 
nute circumſtance in theſe venerable rites may 
not be capable of application to Jeſus Chriſt, it is 
ſufficient if we can obſerve. a; general analogy. . 
Aaron was waſhed in water,; to ſignify, that be 


was before polluted; and Chriſt was baptized, not 
indeed becauſe he was himſelf polluted, but as it 
became him to fulfil all righteouſneſs. Aaron 


was arrayed wich the appointed veſtments; and 
Chriſt was clothed witli the garment of our fleſh, 
* e in the lower parts of the earths. 


(a), Jer. xxiii. N 
F 3. 


SUCH: were the garments-for glory and beauty 


gits that ever were preſented there, on than all 


.* 1. Typical Perf. Bock l. 
Aaron was anointed: with oil, where wilh the infe. 
rior prieſts were but ſprinkled; but Chriſt is 
anointed with the Holy Ghoſt, which God gives 
not by meaſure unto him. Aaron was conſecra- 
ted with the bloed of beaſts; but Chriſt was fanc. 
tiſted by his on blood, and made perfect through 
ſufferings, by which he learned obedience, e 
he was the Son of God. * 


Tus diferens pate of their function is the laſt 
thing” that demands our attention. « Every high 
4 prieſt taken from among men,” in the manner 
above deſeribed, “ is ordained for men in things 

«/ pertaining unto God, and ts offer both gifts 
and ſacrifſces for ſin (2). This indeed was 
the moſt diſtinguiſhing part of their oſſice, and 
fundamental to all other functions that are appro-— 
priated to them. However, they were alſo ap- 
pointed to bleſs the people; to pray for them; to 
inſtruct them in the knowledge of the divine will ; 
to overſee the ſervice of the tabernacle; vw 
the trumpets both in peace and ar to judge 
betet the clean and the unclean. But we ſee 
Jeſus our High Prieſt, giving himſelf an offering 
andia facrifice of ſweet ſmelling favour, more 
| gratefub unto God, and moreappeaſing*to his in- 
cenſed Juſtice,” than all the victims that ever 
ſmoaked ia the worldly lanctuary, or than all the 


the incenſe that ever fumed from the golden 
cenſer. Put off your robes, ye legal prieſthood, 


(a) Heb. v. 2. 
1 


work ie ſiniſhed, your office entirely ſuper» 
ceded! What ye could not do by multiplied obla- 
tions, Jeſus Chriſt has done by one facrifice. 
The vail is now rent, and the temple now de- 


ſtroyed. The ſhadow has given place to the ſub» 


ſtance. Perhaps it was not without a myſtic ſig- 
nification, that Zacharias, a prieſt of Aaron's or- 
der, and thefather of John the harbinger of Chriſt, 
was ſtruck dumb when officiating in the temple,. 
o that he could not fpeak unto the people when 
he came forth of the holy place. Might it not 
be a filent omen, that a difpenſation was now 
commencing in the days of Meſſiah, wherein 


none of Aaron's order ſhould open their mouths 
any more to bleſs the people, ſaying, Fhe. 


66 Lord bleſs thee by and keep thee: the Lord make. 
his face to ſhine. upon thee, and be gracious un- 


« to: thee : the Lord lift up his countenance up: 


« on thee, and give thee peace (c). Jeſus is that 
prieſt whom God hath ſent to bleſs. us; who. prays 
for his people ; whoſe. lips keep knowledge to ins 
tru& us in the will of God, Jeſus is that prieſt 
who overlees the ſervice of the tabernacle, being 
head over all things. to the church, Which is his 
body. Jeſus is that prieſt who now blows the 


great trumpet of che goſpel, andi who hall de - 


ſcend ſhortiy from heaven with, a ſhout; with the 


voice of the archangel, and with, the trump of, 


Gad, to gaben the congregration of ihe righteous. 
Then all who have not him for their prieſt, to; 
* b and {ds . with eee wa aliens. 
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ſhall have him for their re to pronounes chem 
utterly unclean. 75 


IX. The Hiſtory of Jede ; 


; HE names of Joſhua and. Jeſus are. ſcarcely 
| more like than their atchievements. This 
| captain, ſo famous in the ſacred hiſtory, was no- 
| | minated to be the ſucceſſor of Moſes; and ordain 
| | ea, by God's command, to this high poſt, in the 


preſence of all the congregation of Iſrael. He re. 
I ' ceived the. name of Joſhua before, when ſent to 
5 ſpy out the land, his former name being Oſhea: 
| and he is the firſt of the typical perſons who was 
ealled by the very name, by which, in future ages, 
a greater Saviour than he was commonly known. 
Perhaps it was not without its meaning, that he 
was the ſervant before he was the ſucceſſor of 
Moſes; for it might ſignify, that our Jeſus was 
firſt to become the ſervant of the law, before he 
ſhould aboliſh it. But paſling this, let us take a 
more particular notice of the moſt me morable 
. * 1 marvellous why, cart To es LET 


Ab the __ ting th that aprons itfelF- to our: 
view is his paſſing the Jordan, Which was mira- 
culouſſy driven back, to afford a ſafe paſſage 
to the choſen people. In this river God was 
pleaſed, for the firſt time, to magnify his ſervant 
Joſhua | in the fight of all the tribes of Iſracly and 
in this river it pleaſed God to give the firſt moſt. 

public teſtimony to Jeſus Chriſt, when the hea- 


7 en Mc 
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vens ſeemed to open at his baptiſm, and the Holy 
Ghoſt deſcended in the likene ſs of a dove, and a 


voice from the excellent glory proclaimed his 


high character. But the chief thing to be obſer- 


U ved here, is the reſemblance betwixt the paſſage of 


Iſrael over Jordan into the promiſed: land, under 


the conduct of Joſhua, and the paſſage of all the 
| redeemed, | thre? death, into the heavenly inhe+ 


ritance. Long had they traverſed the vaſt and 
howling wilderneſs, the haunt of ravenous beaſts, 
and poiſonous ſerpents, where their hearts, many 


a time, were like to faint for thirſt and hunger; 
but now the land, flowing with milk and honey, 


receives them, and their wanderings, in the path. 


leſs deſart, are ſor ever ended. Though Jordan 


overflows his banks, their march is not: obſtrufted; 
O power ful preſence of Ino al 1 The fea 
« ſa wit, and fled, and Jordan was driven back (a): 
And now they have taken their farewell ot the 
weary wilderneſs; we hear no more of the mira- 
eulous cloud that conducted them, nor of the 


wanna that fed them forty. years. Such is the 


ſafety of all true Iſraelites, when marching to 
their promiſed reſt, under the conduct of the Caps 


tain of thew ſalration. Death is the Jordan 
through which they paſs, from the wilderneſs of 


this wor ld into the bliſsful reg ons of immortality, 
But when. they paſs through theſe waters, they 


fu ill not overflow. them; for he who dries up 


the waters of the ſea; by his rebuke, will be gra- 
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ſupport their lives, and guide their paths; as the 


with food, according to the promiſe. It is not 
Moſes, but Joſhua, who leads through Jordan. 
| Jeſus, thou art the only conqueror of death. 
What will they do when they come to the ſwell. 


ſtones as left by the Hebrew captain, as a me mo- 
rial of this great deliverance; and twelve apoſtles 
were appointed by the Captain of our ſalvation, 


in the land of the e and in nen 


are made to ſap the foundations; but by the di- 


70 * Typical Perfins:"" Book 1. 
ſhore of Immanuel's land. Then ſhall the ordi. 
nances be diſcontinued, and the Bible ſuperſeded, 
which are ſo neceſſary in their wandering ſtate to 


cloud vaniſhed, and the manna ceaſed to fall, when 
the fine wheat of Canaan ſupplied the polices 


ings of Jordan, who are not under thy auſpicious 
conduct? Thanks be to Ged who gives us this 
victory over death, not through Moſes, or the 
law, but through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord Twelve 


to be witne ſſes of all things which he did, both 


4 


17 ROM. 8 nets of Tonkin, Pa us now come 
to the walls of Jericho, the accurſed city. Never 
was town or garriſon beſieged in ſuch a manner 
before or ſince. No mounts are raiſed; no bat- 
tering rams are applied to the walls; no attempts 
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rection of the Lord of hoſts, the army marches | 
in ſilent parade round the walls. Their martial | 
mulũc is not the ſound of their ſilver trumpets, 
but of ram-horns, blown by their prieſts. Ridi- N 
culous, weak, and fooliſh, as this new method : 


of aſſault might ſeem to the unbelieving ſinners 
ef Jericho, they foon found; that the weakneſs of 


mo RT „ . 8 7 a 


For, O the power of faith! had their walls 
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God is ſtronger than men, and that the moſt con- 
temptible means, when God ordains them, mall 
gain their end, in ſpite of all oppoſition. What 
« ailed thee, O fea, that thou fleddeſt? Jordan, 
« that thou waſt driven back (a) ? and ye walls 
of Jericho, that ye fell flat to the ground, when 
compaſſed ſeven days? It was not owing to the 
ſword of Iſrael, nor even to the ſound of the 
trumpets, but to the power of Iſrael's God, ac- 
companying this feeble mean,  preſ{.-ribed for the 
trial of their faith, and proof of their obedience. 


threatened the clouds, and been harder than ada. 
mant, firmer than braſs, down mult they tumble 
on the evening of the ſeventh day. Thus are the 
ſtrong-holds of ſin, and every high thing that 
exalts itſelf againſt the New-Teſtament Joſhua, 
caſt down by the mighty weapons of the Chri- 
{tian warfare, which are not carnal. The feeble 
voice of the goſpel, when faithfully. preached, 
though not with a ſilver ſound, or with excel- 
lency of ſpeech, ſhall be mighty, through God, to 
triumph, over all oppoſition: ſo it was in the days 
of the apoſtles; ſo it has been in every diſtant 
ape; and fo it ſhall be, till the victory is com- 
pleat, Thus, Babylon, ſhall thy proud towers 
be levelled with the ground, though ſeemingly 
fearleſs of aſſault. © For the day of the Lord 
** ſhall be on every high wall, and on every one 
© tha, proud aud lifted up (b).” Though the 
Aings: of the. earth ſhould gs their ane to he ' 


4a) Pla exiv, $i ney” cs 45) 1c ü. 12. 
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besſt, our Joſhna ſhall prevail by the foolifinef 
of preaching, and the ſound of the goſpel trum. 
pet; and at the appointed time the ſtrong lung'd 
angel ſhall cry, ** PE the hve 18 nn 0 
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„er mel of Rahab "el ber ouſehold is the 
next remarkable occurrence. Who would have 
expected to find, in this city of deſtruction, even 
a ſtrong believer, whoſe faith ſhovld be celebrated 
by one apoſtle, and her works by another? and 
who ſhould alſo have the honour to make one of 
the illuſtrious: line, from whence the Meſſiah 
ſhould ariſe? But ſo it was. Though once a no. 
torious ſinner, and called Rahab the harlot to this 
day; yet ſhe was a believer of the promiſe that 
God made to Iſrael, and proved by her works, that 
her faith was genuine: for protecting the meſſen. 
gers of Joſhua, at the hazard of her life, ſhe pre. 
ferred the intereſts of the church of God to thoſe 
of her country, which ſhe knew very well was 
impoſſible to be ſaved: + Though we can by no 
means juſtify the diſſimulation by which the {a- 
ved the ſpies from che ꝓurſevants of the kin; of 
Jericho; yet, as God as forgiven her for being 
once a hariot and a liar, ſo muſt ve alſo forgive 
me} has long lince truly. repented. Well does 
Joshua anſwer his name, in ſtoing not the race 
of Iſraet only, but Rohab, though « curſed 
Canaanits, unh all her houſehold, though. fin- 


een . * * 5 * 


ze Hiſtory of Tous. 
vers of the Gentiles. Was it not a dark prelude 
of Jeſus Chriſt, our better Joſhua, his ſaving the 
Gentile world from the wrath to come, as well 
as the preſerved of Jacob? Might it not portend, 
that publicans and harlots, and ſuch notorious ſin- 
ners, ſhould be received among the firſt into his 
W heavenly kingdom ? and that the harlot Gentiles, 


7 who formerly were ſerving divers luſts, and li- 
" ving in the moſt abominable idolatries, ſhould be 
4 incorporated into the holy ſociety of the church, 
10 and eſpouſed as a chaſte bride to Jeſus Chriſt, as 


Rahab became a proſelyte to the Jewiſh religion, 
and the wife of Naaſſon, an illuſtrious prince in 
| the chief of their tribes? Perhaps the ſcarlet 
thread, which, at the direction of the ſpies, ſhe 
hung forth ef her window, as a diſcriminating 


2 ſignal, by which all under her roof were excemed 
. from the diſmal deſolation; perhaps, I ſay, it 
. might be an intimation, though a very obſcure 
fe one, that the ſhedding of Chriſt's red blood ſhould 
as WS prove the means of ſalvation to the Gentile wor ld, 
1 and of making peace betwixt the Jews and them, 
* who were formerly at variance, and harboured 
of mutual hatred. Red was the colour of ſalvation 
ng to Iſrael in Egypt, when the ſprinkling their 
* doors with blood protected them from the de - 
ich ſtroying angel's word 3 and red is the colour of 
91 ſalvation to Rahab in S when the hanging 
. a ſcarlet thread over her windows was her ſ curi. 
ſed ty from the deſtroying ſword of Iſrael. Happy 


they who have the blood of Chriſt upon them, 


not for deſtruction, (as the Jews who murdered 
him, and imprecated 1 dreadful vergeance on 
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n and their poſterity), but for ſalvation, 
(as all them who believe). Rahab's ſafety was 
confirmed by the bath of men; but theirs by the 
. cath of God, for whom it is impoſſible: to lie. 
Deſtruction epproaches not theſe doors; death 
enters not theſe windows where the blood of 
in 18 found. e eee © 


IX vain did the king; of Canzan conſpire to Oy, 
Poſe the victorious Joſhua afcer the deſtruct: on 
of Jer icho ; for at laſt he bids his captains {et 
their feet upon the necks of the hoſtile princes, 


in token of fall conqueſt. Nor was it ſtrange 


he oui be able to do this, when the very kea- 
vers befriended them, by caſting down prodigious 
hailſtones to kill his flying enemies; and their 
moſt glorious lun. inaries, the ſun and moon, were 
obed! ent to his voice, and ſtood ſtill. in their ba. 
bitation, till the vengeance Written was execute 
vpon the devoted nations. Such is that com- 
Pleat victory over all the enemies of God aud his 
people, which he mall gain who goss forth con · 


quering, and to cor quer. It is the diſtinguiſhed 


| honour, of all his faithful ſoldiers to tread upon 


the devil, the world, and the luſts of the fleſh. 
Thelz are the dragons and the lions which they 


; trample under their feet; theſe are the K ngs they 


bind with chavs;-theſe. are the nations they. ſhall 


© Uaſh.in ſhivers, as a potter”s veſſel wich a rod of 
1 iron. And a time is coming, when the upright 
| ſhall have dominion over the wicked; for ſo is his 
will, whom not only the ſun and moon, but all 


the numerous hoſts of heaven and earth obey. 


= 
= 
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AT laſt the favoured nation of the Jews are 
brought into their promiſed reſt, under the con - : 
duct of their valiant general. He puts them in 
quiet poſſeſſion of that happy country which be 
had he fore ſpied out for them. This Moſes could 
not do. So Jeſus Chriſt hath introduced us, not 
into a temporal reſt, like thine, O Joſhua, but 
into a ſpiritual and eternal reſt, an incorruptible 
and undefiled inheritance, which the law could 
not do, having become weak through the ft: ſh. 


| X. TRY FEY 1 


Lr. us now Na at . prodigious feats of 
Samſon, that mighty and renowned judge 
of Iſrael, whoſe birth, life, and death, were all ſo 
extraordinary, that, as ſome ſuppoſe, the fabu- 
lous tales of Hercules, fo famous in Greece, are 
but this true hiſtory metamorphok d, and daſhed 
with fiction. It may indeed ſeem odd to inſert a 
perſon, whoſe vices were ſo glaring and unman- 
nerly, in the catalogue of the illuſtrious types of 
Jeſus Chriſt ; for the hints of his religious and 
ſaintly diſpoſition 1 in the hiſtory of the Judges, are 
ſo dubious and ſparir g, that one would be tempt- 
ed to ſuſpect whether he was a ſaint at all. But 
the honourable character he was veſted with by 
God, and the ſignal deliverances of his people 
le was enable to atchie ve, afford us more than 
a preſumption, that he was not wholly a ſtranger 
to the fear of the Lord. Above all, his reputa- 


\ 
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tion as a believer, is firnily eſtabliſhed by a New. 
Teſtament writer, who ranks him among the e. 
minent worthies, who © lived and died in faith ; 

« who by faith fubdued kingdoms, wrought 
s righteouſneſs, obtained promiſes, ſtopt the 
& mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, 
cc eſcaped the edge of the fword, out of weak- 
« neſs were made ſtrong, waxed valiant in fight, 
« and turned to flight the armies of the aliens (a). 
Be it fo, that, on account of the criminal weak - 
neſs of his mind, which wrought his own de- 
ſtruction, he is rather a figure of the ſinner, yet 
if we conlider the prodigious ſtrength of his body, 
which wrought ſalvation in Iſrael, he is Juſtly e. 
ſtee med a figure of the Saviour. 


fr. 


Tun circumſtances of his birth {fo much re- 
ſemble thoſe of Jeſus Chriſt's, that we can ſcarce- 
ly paſs them over in filence. Both "Jeſus Chriſt 
and he were conceived in an extraordinary man- 
ner, beſide the courſe of nature; their birth, and 
future importance, were declared, by a meſſenger 
from the inviſible world, ta their female parents, 

that they ſhould be Nazarites unto God, and fa- 
viours of Iſrael. Only whereas. Samſon's mo- 
ther was but a barren ſpouſe, the mother of Jeſus 
was ay unſpotted virgin, I he angel that appear- 
ed to Manoah's wife refuſed to tell his name when 
importuned ; but the angel who appeared to the 
wife of Joſeph, declared who he was without 
being alked, Samſon was but a ae Nazar ite 


(a) Heb. xi. 1 * 
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Won; the womb, and many a time he ſeems x0 


have acted a part very unworthy of ſuch a ſacred 
name; but Jeſus Chriſt was that in ſubſlance, 
which Samſon, and other Nazarites, were only 


5 in ſhadow ; © holy, harlmleſs, unde file d, ſeparated 


« from ſinners (4) ; purer than ſnow, whiter than 
« milk, more ruddy in body than rubies, his po- 


„ lithiog was of fapphire (6).” He was, during, 


his whole life, dedicated to the ſervice of God, 

abſtracted from the all'rs of the world, denied 
to the gratifications of ſenſe, and pure. from alt 
uncleanneſs. And, laſtly, that the reſemblance. 
betwixt him and that religious order might be 


more compleat, whereas, at the expiring of their 


vow, they were oblige), by the divine law, to 
offer as many facrifices as though they had been 
|- pers, even tho* they had fully complied with 


all their reſtrictions ;—ſo Jeſus Chriſt, that he 


might fully pay his vow to the mighty God of 
Jatub,” offered himſelf a ſacriſice, though he had 
no {in of his own to be expiated. And perhaps 
it is more than a conjecture, that his edutation 

in the village of Nazareth, Which eccaſioned his 
being called-a Nazarene, in the common ſtile of 
his country, was intended, in the ſecret provi- 

dence of God, to be an intimation to all, that 
he was the true Nazarite, in whom the ancient 
laws of Nazariteſhip were to receive their end: 


and thus, according to a holy evangeliſt, tit · Was 
fulfilled thiat is written in the hy elch ſhall 
60 de called a een * „ ho Hache Nv als 4 
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e 
the moſt ſingular actions of this illuſtrious Danite, ti 
which are as uncommon as his extraordinary birth e 
preſaged. Whether his marriage with a Philiſtine, a. 
was any dark figure of the calling of the Gentiles, h 
J will net determine, But his encounter with g 
the young lion that roared againſt him, when he 15 

had no defenſive weapon in his hand, in which he a 
was victorious, (a prelude of his future victories,) n 
ſeems not unlike that firſt preluſive battle our 1 
Redeemer had with the roaring lion of hell, who E 
met him in the wilderneſs, and roared againſt 0 
him by three moſt hideous temptations, but was ie 
totally routed and overcome by the Lion of the a 
tribe of Judah. | f. 
Hail, San of the Moſt High, heir of both worlds, - ; 
Queller of Satan, on thy glorious work. ; 5 
Now 8 8 and hegin to ſave manbind. 0 
ae 1 

t 

i whereas the dead rend of the How is. re t 

5 corded; to have become an hive of bees, who, by : 
- fome ſtrange inſtint, choſe here to make their e 
honey; this may at leaſt put us in mind, what are 
the happy effects of the conqueſts of our Redeem· Wl | 
er. The law roared againſt him by its threaten» Ml | 
ings ;: but he overcame it by his compleat ſatisfac- f 
tion. Death roared againſt him, and thought to Wl + 
ſwallow-him4; but, O death! he was thy plague. Wh * 
Be not afraid of the condemning law, ye that be- 


Beve in the Son of God; tremble not at the 
®oughts of death! Theſe roaring lions are quell» 


\ q 


The Hiſtory of Samſon. 
# | 
ed by your almighty Redeemer, who hs ſ-en the 
travel of his ſoul, and is ſatisfied, as Samſon did 
eat of the honey which he found in the carcaſe ; 
aud who alfo invites his people to partake with 
him in his repaſt, as it is (aid, © Eat ye that which 
6 is good, and let your ſoul delight itſelf in fat. 
« neſs (a). To have b:held a flight of eagles 
alighted on the carrion, would been no uncom- 
mon occurrence; for © where the carcaſe is, 
there wilt the eagles be gathered together (b).”” 
But for bees to take up their quarters in a dead 
carcaſe, and there todepoſne their delicious ſtores, 
is ſo unlike the natural diſpoſition of theſe clean 
and prudent inſects, as to afford the matter of that 
famous riddle which this great champion pro- 
pounded to his friends, on occafion of this extra» 
ordinary adventure, and which they were not a- 
ble to gueſs the meaning of, till, according to tho 
proverb then uſed, they ploughed with his heifer. 
1 That fwarms of Chriſtians ſhould be affociated 
together, and live by the death of Jeſus Chriit, 
he Lion of the tribe of Judah, whoſe fleth is 
y BI meat indeed; that glory ſhould come to us by his 
ir BW diſhonovur, riches by his poverty, ſtrength by his. 
©  weaknefs, life by his death ; that the moſt unlike- 
h means ſhould bring about the moſt glorious and 
Ns beneficial ends; that our moſt terrible enemies. 
mould be meat for us; that what promiſes no- 


e. ſweet comfort and refreſhment; theſe are the. 
e- WW things, which, by the goſpel, are declared unto us. 


1. ( k. a. (6) Matth, uv. afl. 


— 


to: ching but ſtench and putrefaQion, ſhould yield: | 
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Here, Samſon, thy riddle unfolds ilelf, which 
none c:n underſtand aright who pleugh not. with 
God's heifer ; that is, the Spirit of God, Who 
ſearcheth all things, and reveals what the natural 
man F not, nor knows. FF: 8 70 


Ir was ſtrange the Iſraelites: did not join toge- 
ther, under ſuch a redoubted champion, to ſhake 
off the ſhameful yoke of the Phililtines. But they 
were ſo loſt to all ſenſe of thame and gratitude, 
as to treat the deliverer of their country like the 
betrayer of it. They bind (by his own conſent) 
their judge and avenger, aad traiterouſly deliver 
him to their tyrants and oppreſſors. But their 
joy was ſhort in their priſoner. For burſting their 
bands, and caſting au ay their cords, with a very 
contemptible weapon, be deals death and deſola- 
tion at every blow, and makes à moſt terrible car 
nage. For the Spirit of the Lord came upon 
him, and ſtrung his arm with more than mortal 
vigour; aud the promiſe was literally fulfilled, 
That one thould chace a thouſand (a).“ Even 
ſo, the avenger of the human race, the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, was baſely delivered, up by, his own 
- countrymen, who, had. received many favours 
from him, into the bands of the Gentiles. But 
without his own. conſent, Judas, with all his ront, 
could not have bound him. O Saviour of the 
world! thy love to men, and obedience to God, 
were the inviſible but mighty cords chat held 
thee faſt. Theſe, and, not "on bal Waren 
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ed hy hands and feet, hindered thee to ſave thy- 
elf, and come down from the croſs, But the 
triumphing of the wicked was ſhort ; for when 
they vainly imagined they had him ſure and 
ſafe, faſtened to a crofe, and laid in the grave, he 
ſtarts up a dreadful adverſary, the cords of death 
are not able to hold him; out of weakneſs he is 
made ſtrong; and though all nations compaſſed 
him, yet in the name of the Lord he did deſtroy 
them. And how contemptible was the inſtrument 
he uſed in this mighty work! As when Samſon, 
who wanted not ſpears and ſwords, was directed 
to uſe no other weapon but the jaw. bone of an 
als; ſo Jeſus Chriſt, who could have commanded 
the ſecular arm to ſpread the conqueſts of his go- 
ſpel, or have ordained ſtrength out of the mouths 
of eloquent orators, and profound philoſophers ; 
yet choſe contemptible fiſhermen, and perfect- 

ed praiſe out of the mouths of babes and fuck- 


lings. a 5 


I MicuT mention, in the. next place, his mar- 
vellous eſcape from Gaza, where he was watched 
al night by his enemies; but he cluded their vi- 
Lgilence, and unhinging their maſly gates, he took 
away upon his ſhoulders part of the battlements 

of that ſtrong city, for they were not the Lord's 
and carried them to the top of an hill, the ene · 
nes having no power either to reſiſt or to purſue. 
An emblem of our mighty Saviour fleeping in the 
chamber of the grave, where he was watched by 
the jealous ſcribes and phariſces, who vainly imas 


gined to hinder his reſurrettion. But when they 
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leaſt expected, he aroſe; he bur ſt the gates of 
death; and leading aeg en be | paced 
on TP; h | 


Bur the manner in Ahhh he Ge is 9 . 
what moſt entitles him to be the type cf, Jeſus 
Chriſt; who, like Samſon, was betrayed, and fold 
by a pretended friend, bound, bl nd folded, ir ſult. 
ed, and made his grave with the wicked. | Like 
Samſon, he willingly reſigned his breath; but by 
his death, death was aboliſhed, principzlities and 
powers were ſpoiled, ; and, O ye enemies of ſalva- 
tion, deſtructions have ap: rpetual end. Thy 
death, 0 Jeſus, i is our life, Ind by, thy crof we 

triumph over theſe wicked luſts that have ſhorn 
the locks of our ſtrength; ; have bound us with fe t· 
ters of iron; have put out the eyes of our mind, 
and made us dwell i in darkneſe, and toil at the ab. 

horred drudgery of the devil ! 3 tbey who 
are avenged of theſe cru! enemies, though like 
tkee, O Samſon, they ſhould die with them! 
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HERE is frarcely: a more / ainiable aol con. 
ſummate character to be found in the com. 

paſs of ſacred hiſtory than David's, notwithſtand- 
ing ſome blemilhes with which it is tarniſhed, 
What mouth is not opened in the praiſes. of this 
good king, the firſt of the kind that ſwayed the 
Jewiſh ſceptre, who is honoured to be the penman 
| of cheſe devout and n malten f . 


. Hiſtory of David, 


| Je Palms, where the graces of poetry ſtrive with 

the beantics of holineſs, and which are juſtly e- 
ſteemed the treaſure of the world, and a compleat 
yſtem of re ve lation in miniature? When we con- 
der that fer vent devotion, that ſubmiſſion to the 


; divine wilt, that delight in God's law, and zeal 

oc his worſh'p, that ſpirit of forgivenneſs in the 
. 3 5 

| aſe of perſonal injuries, and the other lovely 
8 graces that breathe through all h's writings and hi- 
4 tory, we muſt certainly allow. him to have bren 
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W int of the firſt magnitude. But it is chiefly to 
e obſerved, to the honour of this i!}uſt; jous king, 
Wo much talked of in the Bible, that he was at 
ice a prophet, a progenitor; and a figure of the 
Neſſiah. The laſt particular is ſo evident from 
naumerable places, where David and his Lord 
| exchange not only words and ſpeeches, but alſo 
names, that taking for granted this obvious truth, 
e thall briefly hint at the molt rema! kable Fr : 
allels betwixt them. | ; 


10 
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PERHAPS his. very name, David, which. ſigni- 
es bcloved, may intimate, that Chriſt his antitype 
would be the beloved of God and of men. But 
t is certain the place of his birth was always held 
o be the ſame where Chriſt ſhould be born. 
Night not this be one reaſon why David (who was 
a prophet, and knew that himſelf was a ty pe of 
hriſt, and that he ſhould be born in the ſame vil- 
lage) diſcovered ſuch a fondneſs for Bethlehem, 532 
as to be ſeized with. ardent longings, even for a 

draupht of water from its well? - Much was th: . 


little village Jpreadized, Vy giving birth to o king 
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David, but more by giving birth to Jeſus Chriſt 
for ſo the prophet ſings: But thou Bethlehem. 
1 Ephrarah, though thou be little among the 
6 thouſands of Judah, yet out of thee ſhall he 
u come forth unto me, that is to be a ruler of II. 

e rael, whoſe goings ſorth have been of old n 
« REIN. POPE . 


FROM che oc of his birth, let us come to the 
qualifications of his perſon, both in body and 
mind. The ruddinefs of his complexion 1s very 
particularly noticed by the ſacred hiſtorian, And 
belides the comlineſs of his perſon, his prudence 
and valour recommended him at court, when he 
had no higher title than the ſon Jeſſe the Bethle- 
hemite. But above all, his character is crowned 


by that moſt ample commendation God was plea. 


ſed to give him when he removed Saul, “I have 
« found a, man after mine own heart, that ſhall 
c« fulfill all my will (a).“ And where ſhall theſe 
illuſtrious endowments be found in their higheſt 
perfection, but in the pet ſon of the Son of David? 
who is white and ruddy, the chiefeſt among ten 
thouſands, fairer than the children of men, the 
mighty God, the prudent ſervant of the Lord; 


and, laſtly, whe * came to do thy will, O God, | 


be thy law v was in the midſt of "m n (9,7 


ax; us. ; next e hate fulferings; a we 
ſhall find a ſurpriſing reſtmblunee. We might, 
ficit, take notice of his lurking in ae 100 
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long time in his father's houſe; where he nad 
the flocks of ſheep, before he was a ſhepherd of 
men. But though the like obſcurity was the fate 
of Jeſus Chriſt for a long track of years, when 
he dwelt in his father's houſe; perhaps it is not 
ſo propet᷑ to mention this particular under the head 
of David's afflictions; for we can ſearce doubt 
but it Was the mot happy pers of his whole 
Hife, when he followed the ewes with young. - 
From the time he began to attract the obſervation 

f ſihe world, what was the greateſt part of his 
life but a continual war ? His own brother made 
him à very ſurly ſpeech, to deter him from h's 
3 |  firſbpubliciadve nture inencounte ring Goliath, in- 
mating, that the ſole motive he had in viſiting 
the camp at that juncture, was pride and naugh- 
tineſs of Heart. Which puts us in mind of the 
coarſe reception our gracious Redeemer met with 
from lis bre hren according io the fleſh, who re. 
ceived him not, but loaded him with the moſt odi- 
cus imputations, and virulent reproaches, and al. 
- ways put the worlt conſtruftions upon his words 
ad actions. We are alfo told, that ſome of his 
neaxeſt relations believed not on him — Aud as 
to che perſecutions he endured under the ty rant- 
reign of Saul, (which were the oecaſion of many 
 ſweet/plabns, tranſmitted even to our times „I the 
hee neſs beta int them and thoſe of Jeſus Chriſt, 
under the tyrant · reign of Herod, is greater than 
one would think at firſt vie wi David's life is 
Auußhe After by his own king: and what was the 
quarrel 2. It was \ the fear fear that Dayid would. ſuc- 
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ceed to the « crown, 45 vat a! reve bo the propane 
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ll ſo Jeſus Chriſt is perſecuted by Herod 
king of Judea, from à fooliſſi ſuppoſition, that he 
could elude the high decrees of Heaven and fal. 

ſify the ſcriptures of the prophets. In David's 
quarrel the innocent prieſts in Nob were eruell/ 
1.butchered ; and the innocent babes in: Bethlehem 
in the cauſe of Jeſus Chriſt. „ Curſed be {their 
% anger, for it was cruel (a). But both the 
bloody tyrants ſhared the ſame ſucceſs; for as all 
attempts to ſeize the perſon of David were. yain, 
ſo Herod's bloody plot againſt the life; of Chriſt 
proved abortive. But when we are remembering 
David, and all his afflitions, we muſt not forget 

_ _ that: very fingular one which befel him, when he 
was compe ll d, by an unnatural ſon, and rebellious 
Fubjeds, to fly from his royal city; and, with his 

porrowful friends, paſſed over the brook Kidrcn in 
N. melancholy plight. It was over this ſame brook 
; the Son and Lord of David peſſ:d td that fatal 
garden Where he, was apprehended, in company 
vi th his ſorrowful apoſtles. And what was no 
mall addition to David's diſtreſs, his own fami- 
har friend, in whom he confided, and ſervant that 
date of his bread, played the traitor, arid lift up his 
be heel againſt him: a circumſtance which; was not 
wanting in the caſe of Jeſus Chriſt, betrayed by 
one of his apoſtles. Mahn knows notlthat zhe 
(eme ſcriptures. are applied ta Judas in the New 

> "Teſtament, that are in the Old ſpoken of Ahitho- 

1 1 25 « Let his habitation be deſolate, and let an- 
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we er of De. 85 
David knew: from the beginning who ſhould be. 
tray him, which: David knew) not: but in other 
reſpecto the parallel is very near; fer both theſe 
curſed traitors were alike in their former charac- 


ter and truſt, alike. in their nen villany, 
and alike in t anne! itt en v d 199 095 
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 HaviNG: mind an of David's W 
afllictions, let us cone to his renowned atchieve - 
ments both in war and peace, wherein alſo he 
ſeems to have been deſigned an emblem of the 
ſame glorious perſan. His victory over that proud 
inſulting Philiſtine, who defied! the armies of the 
living: God, is none of the leaſt exploits for which 
he ſtands recorded in che rolls of fame. He 
he heard his blaſphemous railing ; he faw the un- 
manly. terror of the Iſraelites, who all declined 
the ſingle combat of this vain ;boaſter.; he-was- 
informed of the great rewards: the vigor ſhould- 
receiye from the king; and not in the leaſt intimi- 
dated by his fierce Appearance, he reſolves to ac - 
cept the challenge, in the name of the inſulted 
God of Iſrael. Armed with no weapons hut his? 
ſaff ang ag, he lays the vaunted warrior pro 
ſtrate in/death ; add ng withal this indignity to his 
huge. corpſe, of ſeyering: his head from the body 
wir his on ſword. Let the vaunting Goliath be: 
au, emblem of, the devil, Who has che power of 
death, Ag great reward is propoſed, by, the King. 
of Heaven, 10 che perſon; who thall encounter and 
overcome this for midable enemy. No man, 
ho angel, dared the arduays enterpriſe,. But 


Jeſus Chriff, > deſcending to viſit his — 
. 5 
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ſee our camp, moved with a becoming zeal for ' 
the glory of God, and the ſalvation of the hy. 
man race, and for the joy that was ſet before him, 
prepares himſelf for the mortal combat. His 
brethren indeed deſpiſed him, and uſed him rude. 
ly, but he was not deterred from his merciful de. 

ſign. He borrowed no armour from us, for he 

| ohly-partook of our infirm fleſhly nature: but by 
| his own ſtrength and wiſdom he obtained the vic. 
| tory with the ſtaff of his croſs ; a moſt unlikely 
| weapon l for God was his ſhield and glery, and 
| the lifter up of his bead. “ By death,” which Wi. 
was like the devii's fword, “ he deſtroyed him 
that had the pawer of death (a) and the ſay. 
iag of the prophet, is fulfilled, © will ſave them 
| 4 hy che Lord their God, and will not ſave them 
by bew, nor by ſword, nor by battle, nor by 
* horſes, nor by horſemen (5). We might alſo 
obſerve, how hiv taking the {trong-hold of Zion 
from the Jebuſites might be an emblem of Chriſt's 
conquering the Gentile church. H deſiring 
to find a place for the God of Jacob to reſt in, 
may be conſidered in the ſame light. This, 0 
Saviour! was thy gracious deligh in viſiting « our 
regions of mortality, to find a place of reſt among 
the ſinful race bf men, for that God, Whoſe throne 
is the higheſt heaven, and his foorſtool the earth; 
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of thy body the church, that oo the Lord might 
| dwell for W Wb e1 1 1 


GIN as the glory. to. which "the fing af 
Iſrael was raiſed from ſmall beginnings ; and the. 
prudence of his adminiftration, when he Was lift- 
ed out of the duſt, proved him not to have been- 
oz worthy of ſuch high digni ity. It is true, we muſt by 
allo him to Rave committed no ſmtall errors in il 
ſome particular acts of governm?nt ; but as to the 1 
main of his conduct, he received this honburable 
ieſtimony, “ He fed them according tb'the inte- 
« grity of his heart, and guided them by the 
« ſkilfulneſs of his hands (4). Even ſo the hum. 
ble Saviour, who might traly ſay, „Mine heart 
«- is not haughty, O Eord, neither are mine eyes 
«© lofty (v) Was exalted from his ſtate of lo- de. 
baſ-mentito:the higheſt pinnacle of glory, to be- 
come not only: the head of his church, but of the 
Heathen; aud the x people who know him not, are 
made to "REP? his will,” But in this hie far excels! 
the type, that the annalx of his reign are not ſtain. 
ed with any the fnalleſt blots; 4nd cf tlie in- 
« exeaſe ofthis government a beats there duell 7 
ebe nolend (e). l e e e 510901 5 
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W ſhall but mention, inche laltplsce, the.co-- £& 
venant of royalty which God x- pleaſed to make 

with Dayid and his ſeed for even an emblem of? 
that covenant: which) God had made with Chriſt, 
as the repreſentative. of his ns! hie 


(a) Plal, bali. 72 05. pf, xxx Li “rn 
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covenant, O David, was thy conſolation in all thy | fe 

family. trials, and under the melancholy appre. pt 
henſions of thy ſucceſſors apoſtacy. O may it al. 7 

ſo be our confolation! and let all the children of HA 

Zion be Cakes in their TM | G5 2 5 
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| IHE next i Hoſtriow- nt ve Mal men. h 
I ᷑ tions Solomon the fon of David; the wiſe, WI d 
| wealthy, magnificent, and peaceful monareh of E 


Jeruſalem, who, like his father, was honoured to 
be the penman of a very confiderable and uſeful 
part of the inſpired writings, by whick he may be 
juſtly reckoned to have made abundant compenſa- 
| tionitothe church of God, for the great cffence he 
A was left to give to all good men, by the fad 128 
| ; Racy of his advanced years. That he was a figure 
of the Meſſiah, ſeems evident from what God ſaid 
concerning him by the. prophet Nathan, which 
is applied by a New. Teſtament writer to Jeſus 
Chriſt—© L will be to him a Father, and he ſhall 
© be tome a Son (a) from what David ſaid in 
| theſeventy-ſecond pſalm ;—andifrom-the-moſt * 
cellent Song of fongs compoſed by himfelf, not 
concerning himſelf, but Jeſus Chriſt, the glorious 
 Bridegroom of the church, under 4 borrowedname. 
Nor isruifficult to find our ſeveral in So- 


lenion's: Ce "GEO ſtory, thut went re- 
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WE well fit take notice of that Wiſdom and i 
gelt) for which he was ſo. mach celebrated, be 
pleaſed, God to confer upon this beloved king a 
very uncommen meaſure of intellectual endow- 
ments, to fit him for diſcharging the high office 
to which he was raiſed. He aſked wiſdom from. 
God as the beſt and moſt perfect gift: nor did 
he aſk in vain; for God gave him a wiſe and un- 
derſtanding beart, as never monarch had before. 
His wiſdom far excelled at of the moſt renown- 
ed ſages of his time, The world of nature was 
| all his own, He ſpake of plants and animals, 
from the triumphant cedar down to the humble 
moſs ; and from the foaripg eagle to the creeping, 
ſecs, As; A ſcholar, no queſtion was too hard 
for him to reſolve z and as a judge, no caſe too in- 
tricate to decide. The wiſdom of bis proverbial c 
ſayings, and the ſublimity of bis poetical compo. 
ſitions, n may | be moſt certainly inferred from thoſe 
ſpecimens. which have reached our times. He 
was not only revered as the oracle of his Coun» 
try,, but even princes, beighbouring and remote, 
courted his friendibip,. and were amditious of his- 
acquaintance. His very ſervants chat miniſtered - 
wnto bim, were pronounced happy by a great 
queen, ho, fired with the love of wiſdom, under. 
took a long and expenſive Journey, Jeaving for 3 . 
time the deli hrs of her court, A add” the cares of 
ſtate, to pay him a viſit, of whom ſhe had heard 


le much ;.though ſtill, as ſheafterwards-acknows 


} "lodged; the half had Bet keen told her * therefore 


: : None are hid rreaſures, all treaſures of wiſdom 


ce vou: at my reproof 00. 1 What was thy Wil- 
dem, Solomon, to his on whom, as the prophet 


rit of wiſdom, counſel, aud know led 2 to make 


* puzzling query,, \ when Gal moſt difficult. of any. 
| 40 guilty ſinner come before the Lord ? and how | 


< ſhall be bow kiaiſelf before the hight God (6)?”" 
Was Solomon an acute penetrating judge, judging 


| Waben Ae it was Ga, 40 He hall 
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hall the riſe up in judgment againſt the nien in 
every generation, who refaſe 10 hear the wiſdom, 
e inſtraQtion of a greater chan 


and knowledge ; Who, inſte ad of waiting till we 
come to ſeek him, has conie from heaven to us, 
and cries in the chief places of concourſe, in the 
openings. of the gates, in the city he uttereth his 
words, © How long, ye imple ones, will; ye love 
66 Gamplicity, and fools , hate knowledge ? turn 


teſtifies, the Spirit of the Lord did reſt, the Spi- 


him of quick underſtanding in. the ear of the 
Lord ? ? Admire we the val extent of Solomgn's $ 
erüdition ? There i is no creature that is not ma- 
nifeſt i in the Gght of Jeſus Ckriſt, fromthe greateſt 
unto the leaſt. I'S is recorded of. him, that with 
the utmoſt facility he anſwered the hard queſtions 
that were put to him. Neifher c can the wiſdom 
of Jeſus. Chrilt be nonp luſfed: to anſwer! the molt! 
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has been reſolved by him, „ Wherewitn ſhall” 2 
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his people with Tighteouſtieſs, and his poor with: 


ke 
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5 weeouſvels tall, he Cy the: ane No re- 
prove with equity for the meek of the earth (a).“ 
Jliſcerns at firſt view a Nathaniel and a Judas, 


and will ſeparate the righteous and the wicked. 
And what are the wiſe ſpeeches of Solomon to 
thoſe of jeſus Chriſt, by whoſe Spirit the Whole 
feriptures were dictated, and. Solomon himſclf 3 in · 
ſyired ? | ; 
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'To the 1 let u us ele Po wealth of $0. 
mon, who made even filver, i in Jeruſalem as the 
| tones of the ſtreet. But how ſhall this agree ta 
our Lord Jeſus, Who was himſelf a poor man, 
without a fixed dwelling-place, and whoſe follow - 
ers. moſt generally are the, poor among men? 
T rue indeed he neither poſſeſſed the riches of the 
world himſelf, nor can s ſubjects boaſt, chat they 
hare amaſſed huge quantities of white and yellow 
earth, called filver and gold: yet are thy'riches, 
Lord Jeſus, unſearchable; eternity itſelf too ſhort 
to count them. The arithmetic of angels would 
not be able to caſt the mighty ſum. Theſe riches . 
haſt thou purchaſed by thy poverty ; and what is 
faid of money we ſtill more truly affirm of thy 
mexhauftible fulneſt, * It anſwers all things, 
(5). % If Solomon made fi:ver as the ſtones; 
Jeſus Chriſt readers the moſt admired vanities of 
the wor'd but loſs and, dung. O the immenſe 
value of the riches of Chriſt! ! of whom | it is > (id 
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im the propher;. For braſt T Will bring pold, 
1% for iron ſilver, for wood*brafs, and for ſtoties 
, jron (a). Even ſuch amazing weary is ſKarce- 
ly fit to be am emblem of the true riches 3; for a 
New-Teſtament Writer riſes in "he" deferiprion, 
talks of a city whoſe inhabitants are kilge, Whole 
Valls are jaſper, whoſe gates art pearl, whoſe 
' reets are paved with gold. Here Mal pheclow 
metal, on which the meu of the world fet their 
hearts, is trodden with the feet. How diminu 
tive is the ſplendor of earthly courts! how deſpi. 
cable is \# Solomon, though ſcated on His ivory 
throne, in compariſon of ſu h ftupendous mag ni · 
ficence z which never indeed exiſted iti the world 
of nature, but has 4 true, though fpiritusl exiſt. 
ence in the kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt! To con- 
clude then, as the wiſdom of Solomon was but 
folly to the wiſdom of Jeſus Chriſt ; ſo, in com: 
6 n of his riches his wealth was poverty. 
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"FROM. F277 wiſdom, ind wendy! be us come t to 
che extent of hie dominions, which we are told 
Was very wide. And if in the multitude of peo · 
ple is the king's honour, the king Meſſiah equals, 
nay, far excels. the king of Iſrael. What was it 
do re igu aver all kingdoms from the Zuphrates te 
the midland ſea, and to che corner 'of Egypt, to 
5 his; ies Fay, hol Kingdow aue Wer 
"WA: ae + CIOS Hom ff 7 375 
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| Bur what. was a molt | wular: recommenda- 
tion of Solomoaf 's: n W for che moft 1990 
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%% 106: 225 Sales, 95 
it was not diſturbed, either with civil jars or fo 
reign War; for, as his name imported, he was a 
man of reſt, and, except toward the latter end 
of his days, his ſubjects epjoyed the moſt profound 
| want. 1 his Was eee to be a faint re. 


„ 


peace . goſpel i is a. Neue "which i if fin. 
cerely believed; effeftually DNA nien to God, 
and to one another. Therefore the ancient pro- 
phets, ſpeaking of cheſe peaceful times when Mef. 
ſiah ſhould veign, have collected the moſt ſtriking 
and amiable: images of peace that can well be con- 
3 ceived. They talk of nations beating their {words 
into ploughſhares, and their ſpears into pruning. 
: hooks ;—that arts of death and mutual deſtruction 
ſhall no wore be learned as an uſeful ſcience z— 
that the moſt ravenous beſt ſhall be as tame as 
thoſe! with which, mankind are moſt familiar; — 
that the molt iuvenomed ſerpent ſhall ceaſe to be 
pernictous that bows and ſwords, and ſuch like 
inſtruments of death, ſhall ceaſe out of the earth, 
and the odious din of battle ſhall he heard no 
more. If now theſe charming prophecies have nat 
receive their full accompliſnment, our wars and 
fichtings, O Prince of peace ! ate hat the native 
reſult of thy: goſpel, but hey come from ithe laſts 
chat war in gur, memhexs. To this original may 
they all be ſtraced. „O hae to men, “oO 8 
called by the Chriſtian name, to act ã part ſo un· 

like their ſacred profeſſion; by aging hox rid wars 


© make their in ords uur with bled li de vers. 


a 5 ied. em if mat to bas 4 £ WH 


with.one-angther,and nejbicing in mutual ſlaughter 2 


ſhall be more folly known, , and of the increaſe 


And his antitype. Whereas the 1 8 of 
Zolomon's adminiſtration Was the mo 


part of it, the latter end of the Meffiah's govern. 
5 ment hall be the moſt ſerene and happy peri, 


pitched upon by the great God to build an houſe 


(the noiſe of hammers was not Heard as the buli. 


itemple was a. figure of the chorch Which is hi 
dody ? Chriſt Je ſus is the teue Sclomon, who 
_*þurds' this holy and beautifull houſe, not *with 
dead, but with! Rving Rones, hielt are hewe! 
vy che law, and poliſned 'By the goſpel; and be. 


ren keen denen 
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96 
leſs we, according to his promiſe, expect more 
happy times, when the i import of theſe prediQions 


p 


bis government and pe ace there mall be no end 
For here indeed the order is inverted! in Solomon 
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10 bolt over abs foveigh: an of ths Hrzel. 
Ac monarch, which ſome have ſuppoſed a pre. 
hide: of calling the! Gentile chürctrto the-fellow. 
thip of Jeſus Chriſt ;1we'thall only take nbtice of 
the magnificence of Solomon's building. He wu 
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for his name; and, under his direction, that (a: 
ered groge was reared at an immenſe charge. 

The workmen were foreigners, and many of the 
tert fetched from abroail. The ſtenes being 
all prepared and fitted to each other before hard, 


> 
833 


ing advanced. Who knows not, that the ancient 


ing thus fitly ſrawed; they/\betome! a; ſpiritui 
building, ad gro ima an holy teinple in the 

-of the Gentileyareremploy: 
ed in this honourable: work! of building up the 
9 and of them it may be aid, « « Ye art 
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« God's building (a). A The doctrine of the a. 
poſtles and prophets is the foundation, and Jour 
Chriſt N the r, corner 1 | 
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XII. 10 Hiſtory " Jonah. 


T* H E contour in which our Lord Was ie 
ſed to make of himſelf and the prophet 
Jonah, when an evil and adulterous generation 


| ſought after a ſign from heaven, forbids us to paſs 
over in filence this ſhort, but ſtrange hiſtory, 


which is doubtleſs one of theſe paſſages in the 


Old Teſtament to which the apoſtle refers, when 


he ſpeaks of Chriſt's dying for our ſins, according 
to the ſcriptures, and being buried and riling 
again the third day, according to the ſcripturess 
« For as Jonas was three days and three nights 
«in the whale's belly, ſo was the Son of man 

three days and three n elne in the heart of 1 

i earth 69 «of | 


Tunr 1 n the fuller vie w Fol. ihe: re- 


ſemblance, let us briefly recolle& what we are 


told of this prophet in the book denominated-from 
him. He 1 is charged with a commiſſion by the 

great God to denounce the vengeance of Heaven 7; 
againſt the great and ſinful city Nineveh, the me. 
tropolis of the mighty Aſſyrian empire. This is 
the firſt time we read of a prophet ſent tq reform 
: Gentile nation; hab doubtleſs was a Prelude of 


e 1 Cor. ki, "SIEM (e) darth. l % | 
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998 Typical Roy, 1 Book I, 
his granting to the Gentiles, in future times, re. 
pentance unto life. It Was God who command. 
ed, and the propbet ought. to have been all ſub. 
miſſion. But as 87 mon the ſon of Jonas long af. 
ter diſputed the command of God, when he waz 
ſent for the firſt time to preach unto the Gentiles; 
fo Jonas, though a prophet of the Lord, who 
ought. to have known better things, reſolves to 
play the fugitive, and, like Cain, to go out from 
the preſence of che Lord, and be an exile from 
the church where God was worſhipped, expecting 
to hear no more ſuch troublo ſome orders from a- 
bove, if he was once on ſome foreign ground, 
He finds at Joppa a ſhip bound for Tarſhiſh; and 
thinking it a fair opportunity of carrying his 

ſcheme in execution, he enters bimſelf a paſlen- 
ger But, ye mariners, Uttle did you think what 
8 e cargo you were taking on board; for 
ſoon a tempeſt from the Lord embroils the ocean 
and death (its threatning on every wave. Every 
mariner betakes himſelf to his prayers 3 but Jo- 
nas, the cauſe of the ſtorm, is ſaſt alleep. He 
is ſeaſonably reproved by the maſter of the ſhip 
ſor. his untimely ſecurity, and earneſtly. invited to 
join with them ia calling alſo upon his God. A 
good ad vice to be ſnre: but, zlas! Jonah's heart 
condemned him; and tho' his God was the God 
of gods, he had little ground to hope that his 
prayer. would be heard. Alas! the guilty: perſon 
was moſt unfit to become a mediator for the reſ 
of the crew. They rightly judged, that this pre. 
ternatural ſtorm was ſent by angry heaven to 
Puniſh ſome notorious offender ; it was 1 into 
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0 1 a' refer of as true region, and 


a prophet of the Lord, is ſingled out, in a crew of 
Heathen failors, as the greateſt ſ ſinner i in the ſhip. 

His iniquity, which he thought to have kept 2 
profound ſecret, is revealed in the molt public 
manner 3 and himſelf is obliged to confeſs his 


f crime at large, that being a {. rvant and prophet 
of the God who male heaven and earth, and the 


ſea, and the dry land, he had preſumed to fly his 
preſence, and diſobey his poſitive command. 
What ſhall they do ? their caſe ſeems deſperate. 
They aſk his counſel whom they now eſteemed a 


@ prophet; And,” tho? at the expence' of his life, 


he gives them the beſt direction could be thought” 
of,—to caſt himlelf forth into the ſea. Bur tho? 
he was willing to die, the good natured mariner 
were not willing to put him to death, till they had: 
exerted their utmoſt efforts to ſave themſelves and 


um. Till at laſt they found their labour vain, 


and with great reluctance they heaved Gerbuarch 
the guilty prophet, having firſt fervently depreca- 
ted the guilt of his blood And now the crininal* 
they demanded being ſurrend-re:| to the ocean, 
the tempeſt ceaſed to roar, and the billows laid 
alide their rage; which had ſuch a good effect 

upon the mariners, as, it is hoped, they proved 
ſincere. wor ſſippers of the true God, whem the 


winds and feas obeyed. Who could expect to 


hear of Jonis any more? But, ſtrange to ſay “ 
a huge fiſh,. which the great Creator had com- 
manded to be ready, receives the aſtoniſhed pro- 
phet into its belly, * he lives three days and 
N 5 


1 Typical perſons, Book J. 


three nights, being ſupported by an almighty 
power. In this dreary manſion he finds time to 
me ditate his paſt folly, and cry unto the Lord in 
the language of ſincere repentance. And after 
he had been ſufficiently puniſhed, the obedient 
fuh returns bim fafe and found on the dry land on 
the third day. The commiſſion is renewed ; and, 
wiſer than before, he obeys; goes to Nineveh, 
and preaches the doctr ine of repentance ;: threat. 
ning them with deſtruction in forty days. The 
men of Nineveh repent ; and God alſo Pee to 
_— the Fwy and xeyamned him of the evil. 


7 what we 3 chiefly. to ee in | the 
whole of this uncommon tranſaction: A greater 
than Jonas is here pointed forth in his death, 

bart), A pants * ren to the Gen - 
5 Has £54 | 


Tur * forth of 3 into he fea, 3 
| no ſmall refemblance to the death. of Chriſt, tho? 
in ſome circuniſtances there js a conſiderable dis. 
ference » for the prophet Jonah was, for his own 
offences, delivered into the hands of mariners, 
who, without being guilty cf murder, or thirſt 
after his-blocd, did, with great reluctance, throw 
tim overboard for their own preſervation.; ear- 
neſtly beſeeching that his blood might not be laid 
untg their charge: but Jeſus Chriſt being deli - 
vered, not for his own, but our offences, unto the 
Jews and Gentiles, was taken, crucified, and 
ona with wicked hands; while his haves Ba mur. 


n 


Type Hiſtory of Fonab.' 101 
gerers imprecated the direful vengeance of his in- 
nocent blood to be on them and their children. 
In ether reſpects the caſe of Chriſt and Jonas was 
more alike. With his own conſent the prophet 
is caſt forth into the ſea; after he had acknow- 
ledged that himſelf was the man for whoſe cauſe 
the ſtorm was ſent, and whom the angry ocean 
demanded ; ſo Jeſus Chriſt laid down his life in 
the moſt voluntary manner, and boldly offered 
himſelf to the multitude, who ere ſent to appre- 
hend him, ſaying, *© Jam the man whom ye ſeek; 

« and if ye ſeek me, let theie go their way (a). by 
Aud as the ſufferings of the prophet, who was 
plunge d into the ocean, were attended with the 
moſt happy conſequences, the ſtilling of the tem- 
peſt, the preſervation of the lives of the ſors, 
and, as is hoped, the ſalvation of their ſouts ; eve 
ſo, when Jeſus the Son of God expired on = 
croſs, this event, though in appearance trapical,. 
was productive of the moſt bleſſed: effects, appea - 
ſing the tempeſt of God's anger, and ſaving from 
deſtruction the many for whom he gave his life a 


2 ſome of whom were the Ipſtruments of - 


His . lodging in the belly of the fih theue diys 
| and nights, molt certainly correſponds to the bu. 
rial of our Redeemer in the grave, a part of three: 
natural days. Never did. that monſter of the 
deep ſwallow ſuch a morſel before. Nor did ever 
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he REAR e ſuch a priſoner as Je Wasy 
| (9) John . a * ; 7 25 LE {2 
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he ſtomach of ſo large a creature) ſo Jeſus Chriſt 


der was on the third day taken from priſon and 


102 f Book I. : 
Jonab, it is true, was not really dead, as Chrif 
was, when in the heart of the earth: but as that 
diſmal place of darkneſs and corruption did much 
reſemble the gloomyhorrorsof the loathſomeg rave, 
and is even ſtiled he belly of: hell by the prophet 
himſelf: perhaps the circumſtance of Jonah?s be. 
_ Ing ahve in that living ſepulchre, may. put us in 
mind, that Jeſus Chriſt was the living God, even 
when he was a dead man: for, O death ! you was 
able indeed to rend his ſout and body from one 
another, but neither ſoul nor body were diffevered 
from his divine perſon. And as Jonah received 
no harm in that horrible priſon, (which was mi. 
raculous, if we conſider the ſtrength and heat ia 


when lying in the grave a pale ay bloody 9 
faw no corrupt ion. 1 


Ms caſting forth on Joy 1 nod 0 the thirdday 
Wer his impriſonment, at the eommandment of 
the. Lord, anſwers to the reſurrection of the Son 
f God, who, at: the commandment of his Fa. 


i fromjudgment. When Jonah was ſaved from the 
fin, he was alſo ſaved from the ſea, reviſiting g at 
| once the light of day and the dry land. When 
Cbrig v. was reſcued from the grave, he at the fame 
time emerged from under thoſe billows of: his F 4. 
_ther's wrath which all paſſed over his head. It 
Was not poſſible that Jonah ſhould be detained. in 
His ugly dungeon, when the Lord ſpake unto the 
fiſh. It was not peflible that Chriſt ſliould.be 
| held by the cords of death longer t than the 3p: 
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| pointed time ; and he may truly ſay, © Thou haſt 


brought up my life from corruption, O Lord: 
« my God (a).“ Nevertheleſs, in all things Jeſus 
muſt have the pre-eminence, and we muſt cer. 


W tainly acknowledge that a “greater than Jonas 


« js here (b).“ For whereas Jonas did not con- 
ti ibute in the leaſt towards his own reſtoration, 
but would have for ever continued in that me- 
lancholy priſon; if he had not been miraculouſly. 
delivered from it; our Redeemer, on the other 
hand, as he had power to lay down his life, fo he 
had power to take it again. The fiſh that (wal. 


| lowed Jonah might, for ought we know, receive. 


as little harm by the prophet, as the prophet by 
the fiſh; but, O grave, ]: fus was thy deſtruction !? 
This hungry monſter had gorged all the race of: 
Adam, and never ſaid; “It is enough (c).“ Ne. 
ver any deſcended into the grave but it was able 
to digeſt them, till Jeſus Chriſt died and was 
buried. This grand devourer ſnatching the bait- 
of his human body, was not aware of the hook 
of his divinity, and was forced to furrender her 
prey, having received ſuch a deadly wound as ne- 
ver hall be healed. 


His, lieg to the Ninevites, and fiving 
them from imminent deſtruction, correſponds to 


Jeſus Chriſt's preaching to. the Gentiles by his 


apoſtles after his reſurrection from the dead. For 


the gracious deſign of preſerving a guilty city, b 7 


turning them from their evil ways, was the pro- 


0%) Jonah ii, 6. (5) Matth. xii, 41, (e) Fror. ux. 15+ 


1404 Dh) pical Perſons. © Boch l. 
phet preſerved in the monſter”s belly, and reviſit. 
ed the light on the third day. And for the ſame 
merciful purpoſe was Jeſu» raiſed from the dead 
to ſave a guiliy world from death, and to bleſ 
them, in turning every one of chem from their 

iniquities — The belief thoſe poor Gentiles paye 
to the threatning prophet, and their ſpeedy re. 
pentance, was it not a prelude of that quick re. 
ception the doctrine of Jeſus Chriſt ſhould meet 
with among them that were aliens from the com- 
monwealth of Iſrael? On this occaſion the pro. 
phet acted a moſt unworthy part, and evidenced 


a greater regard to his own reputation, than the 


{alvation of his hearers. Sure never man ſuited 
his name worſe ; for he is liker a vulture than a 

dove. In this Jonah is not a type of Jeſus Chril, 
who wept over Jeruſalem, not becauſe they re. 
pented, but becauſe they repented not, and knew 
not the things that belonged to their eternal peace. 
On this account, as well as thoſe formerly men- 


tioned, we may truly ſay, that «a greater thag 
& Jouas is We. (a).“ 


Matten Kit. 44, 


5 
8 
q 
7 
N « 
8 
* 
Ex 
-* 2 
W 4 k 
* 
* 8 
4s 
ny, 
8 . 
£4 
8 
3 
4 
2 
q * 
* 
Pot: 4 
— 
* 
\ 
x 
5 
* 
. 
5 
. 
vo 
* al 
+4 
* * * 
54 
* 
” 
1 
» 
„ 
. 
N 
0 
1 
. 
23 
ö = 
* 
— 
hs k 
: 
5 
EY . 
. 
"WD . 8 
. f 
2 4 
n 
8 
4 
2 
24 
= 
3% 
; 
bo 
= 1 
2 
. 
wo. 
8 
ON 
2% 
4 4 
o 
f " 
4 4 
5 ' 
4 
"7 1 
3 
Fi ' 
2 
* 4 
— 
* 4 
* 
P. 
2 
- IH 
+ 
. 
5 
. o 
: . 
i 
N 
: 
{ 
5 
of 
& 
£ 
8 
* 
& 
N 
10 
7 
E 
2 
4 


BOOK SECOND... 
"Typical Things. 


k | The VL iſron of Wo paths 2 


N the multitude of dreams there wants not 
divers vanities; yet God is alſo in fleep; and 
has eonveyed to the human mind notices of the 
Waiſt importance in 3 dream, in a viſien of the 
Wight, when deep ſlecp ſalleth upon men, in 
Numberings upon the bed: fo great is that power 
e has over us, both when we wake, and when | 
ye licep, A pregnant inſlance of this we ha ve 
n Jacob's night vition, which God granted unto 
jim in Bethel, to chear his dr ooping heart, when 
e wandered all ſolitary, an exile from his father's 
jouſe, to avoid the reſentment of his brother. 
he ſun was ſet, and the lonely traveller not 
Peing able to reach the next town, or on ſome 
ther account, not known t us, reſolves for one 
Wight to make the great God his landlord, the 
arth his bed, the ſtones his bolſter, and * CA» 
opy of heaven his covering! for though he was 
elicately brought. up by his fond mother, whoſe 
arling child he was, the tender uſage he received. 
al not ſo far unmanned him, as to betray. un. 
Doe ſoftneſs and effeminacy; for upon this oc- 
aon he could put up with very coarſe accom- 
nodation. There is ug doubt his working mind 
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106 7 Typical Things. 75 Book 1 


would be fertile of melancholy thoughts, as he 
lay thus in the open air, expoſed to the chill 
damps of the night, and other dangers. Perbap 
he might compare his diſmal ſolitude, with the 
happier lot of Eſau, who was enjoying himſelf a 
home with his father, Who knows but he might 
begin to thiak, that the birthright and blefling 
he was ſo fond of obtaining, were not ſuch great 
matters, as that he needed, for their ſakes, to 
have expoſed himſelf to ſuch hardſhips as he pre- 
ſently felt, and might {till expect to meet with} 
But if any ſuch penſive thoughts diſturbed his 
mind, they are ſoon chaced away by the welcome 
approsch of fleep, and the delightful viſion he 
faw, together with the friendly words he ſeemed 
40 hear from the mouth of God himſelf: for © he 
46 dreamed, and behold, a ladder, the top of it 
60 reached to heaven, bad the foot of it was ſet 
10 upon the earth: and behold, the angels of God 
70 aſcending and deſcending upon it. And be: 
« hold the Lord ſtood above it (a) ;? not filent, 
but ſpeaking words full of inexpreflible conſola 
tion. The meaning of this emblem! is the preſent 
ſubject of our thoughts : and perhaps it will be 
fourid, on a nearer inſpection, both to repreſent 
| the myſtery of providence, and of 2099 ol | 
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Axp, firſt, it was a 'viſion' of Frorhienbe, and 
might be intended to ſuggeſt to the patriarci's 
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tuch. t though God be in the heights 
above, he forgets not the affairs of mortals be. 
low, as though the interpoſing clouds could veil 
them from his fight, or the huge diſtance of hea» 
ven and earth could be an objection againſt his 
uperittending care. That though he -is able, 
by himſelf alone, to govern the whole: world, 
Without the help of any created beings whatever 
| yet he is pleaſed to uſe the miniſtry of angels, 
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e. which walk inviſibly through the earth, and are 
! continually paſſing from heaven to earth, to fulfill 
5 the pleaſure of JEHov AH, and from earth ta 


heaven, to receive the commands of their eternal 
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he Sovereign. That the regards of Providence, 

and the kindly offices of theſe ſpiritual creatures, 6 
ie are not confined to large ſocieties, and the grand þ 
it WT revolutions ahat happen in the world, but are | 
et even extended to the moſt private intereſts of e- I 
ol yery individual; for none but ]:cob was preſent {ol 
.in the place where the ladder ſeemed to ſtand. 4 
It, — And laſtly, that the divine Providence ex- i | 
2+ erciſes the moſt tender care, when one?s ſituation | [ 


is moſt deplorable, - deſtitute, and afflictive: fer 
Jacob ſaw this viſion when his head was lying 
hard, and his heart perhaps tormented with an- 
xious care; when he was leaving a kind mother, a, 
religious father, and the place where be was born 


id and educated; uncertain of the rece ption he would 1 

„meet with from his relations, or if he ſhould ever 

K tee his. dear parents any more. But as tis alle. 
2 


tion abounded, his conſolation did much more * 8 
bound, „ 


106% "Typical Thingr. Bock. 
Bur perhaps we ſhall not think amiſs, though 


we conſider this emblematical ladder as a figure 


of the Meſſiah, himſelf, who is the bleſſed medium 
of communication between heaven and earth ;— 


the way without whom no man comes to the Fa. 


ther; — and the one Mediator between God and 
man. We can ſcarcely find a better explication 
of what Chriſt himſelf promiſed to Nathaniel, 

that Iſraelite indeed,“ Hereafter ye ſhall ſee the 
s heaven open, and the angels of God aſcending 
et and deſcending upon the Son of man (a),“ than 
by comparing it with this wonderfal ladder, which 
he ſeems to hint was himſelf. And there is no 
contemptible analogy. ———Por, firſt, whereas 
the foot of this ladder was on earth, and the top 
reached to heaven ; this may both repreſent what 


is the conſtitution of his perſon, and what are the. 


bleſſed fruits of his mediatorial interpoſition. As 
the ladder ſeemed to unite the heaven and earth, 
fl the moſt diſtant extremes; ſo the perſon of Im- 
manuel unites the human nature and the divine, 
though the diſtance between them is infinitely 
great. And as the ladder opened a path from 
God to man, and from mari to God, by reaching 
from heaven to earth; ſo the mediation of Jeſu; 
Chriſt has paved a way both for the approach of 


"ot, the Deity to ſinners, that he may dwell ich 


them; and for the acceſs of ſinners uuto- God, 
that * may dwell with him, and have their 
converſation in heaven. 0 merciful and fait ful 

'; Figh Priett, by thy incarnatiun and ſatisfaction, 
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The Viſhl i dif Later. 065 
a friendly correſpondence is eſtabliſhed between 
the heaven andearth; for thou Haſt laid thy hand 
upon us both; aud art thyſelf our new and living 
way to everlaſting bliſs, and the channel of con- 
veyance to every ſpiritual bleſſing. Whereas | 
the angels of God were ſeen to aſcend and deſcend 
upon the ladder : this may both ſignify, that in 
Jeſus Chriſt angels and men ſhall he united in one 
ſociety ; and that by Jeſus Chriſt they are upheld 
from falling, arid ſupported in their happy ſtate. 
Were they not the friends of men, why ſhould 
they. be repreſented as running on our errands? 
Were they not confirmed and ſupported by Jeſus 
our Mediator, why ſhould ſpiritual beings, and 
winged meſſengers, be faid to aſcend and deſcend 
upon the Son of man, as on a ladder ?— Where. 
as the Lord ſtood above this ladder, and from its 
top ſpoke good and comfortable words te his ſer- 
vant Jacob, confirming the gracious -covenant 
made with his fathers: is not this a clear intima- 
tion, that God is in Chriſt reconciling the world 
unto himſelf, confirming his covenant, and utter- 
ing his pracious proiaife, as well pleaſed in his 
beloved Son ?— Whereas Jacob alone was at the 
foot of the ladder, on whole top the Lord feemed 
to ſtand : might not this been conſidered by the 
adoring patriarch, after he awake, as a comfort- 
able intimation, that the plorions perſon who was 
ſignified by the viſion, ſhould ſpring ont of his 
joius, and be made of his ſeed. according to the 
feln, as the true poſſeſſor of the birthright, and 
iabevitor of the patriarchal bleſſing ?=— And, 


Haſty, Whereas he ſaw but one ladder, Je 
5 
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Chriſt is the alone Mediator, without whom the 
Father comes to no man, and no man comes u 
the Father. 
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H E laft 5 W was Go in a 
night dream by Jacob; but that which we 
are now to conſider was ſhe u ed unto Moſes in 
the day-time, when he was broad awake. This 
future lawgiver was now, of a prince in Egypt, 
become a ſhepherd in Midian; and as it was the 
purpoſe of God to ſend him to.Pharoah with a 
commiſſion to demand the releaſe of his oppreſſed 
people, he was pleaſed to grant him an illuſtricus 
manifeſtation or prodigy, to rouze his attention 
to what God ſhould ſpeak; and to preſage the 
ſucceſs of his negociation, and his own future dig- 
nity. At the time when he ſaw the heavenly vi: 
ſion, he was tending the flock of Jethro; as honeſt 
| induſtry, and the moderate exercile of the thoughts 
about the lawful affairs of the world, is no ob- 
ſtruction to divine communications, And the 
place in which he received it may alſo be worthy 
of our notice: he led his flock to. the back-ſide of 
the deſart, and came to the mountain of God, 
even to Horeb ; for ſolitude and retirement: from 
the hurry of the world, has always been a. friend 
to holy meditation, and intercourſe with Gods 
So Moſes found or this occaſion +. for the angel 
1 of the Lord, not a created angel, but the uncrea 
ted Angel of the covenant, who gNumed to him- 


— 
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Die Viſin of the burning Buſh, 11 1 
ſelf the high title of “the God of Abraham, Ifaac; : 
« and Jacob (@);” aud © I am THAT LA (66);“ 
and who required of Moſes the tokens of the moſt 

profound reſpe@ and religious ſubjeftion.— To be 

mort, the Mefſias himſelf appeared to him in a 
flame of fire out of the milit of a buthz and © be- 
hold, the buſh bur ned with fire, yet was not con- 
ſumed (c).? The novelty of the light induced 
him to ſatisfy his curioſity by a nearer approach; 
| but he was {topt ſhort by the voice of God, which- 
ſufficiently explained the prodipy. Should it now 
be inquired, why the divine Majeſty choſe to ap- 
W pear in this manner? Though we could aſſign no 
W other rea ſon but his ſovereign pleaſure, it were 
ſufficient. But moſt generally, the appearanceg; 
W and manifeſtations of the Deity, in that age of 
W types, were vouchſafed in ſuch a manner, as to: 
repreſent ſome hidden my ſtery, or important doc- 
wine of the goſpel. They who think that the. 
ume of fire might ſignify the pure and ſpiritual 
nature of God, who appeared in it, of Which no- 
ſimilitude can be made, are certainly not miſta- 
ken. And it is alſo not unfitly obſerved, that the 
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e burning buſh may.reprefent the ſtate of Iſrael at 

/ that time, who were intangled in the thorny buth / 

f of adverſity, and encompaſſed with the fire of af. 

, fiction, in which they were like to be conſumed, / 
n [But let us draw near, and conſider with Moſes this: 
d ereat ſight wich a cloſer attention; and perhaps it 
„vill be found a moſt ſignificant emblem both of 


Jeſus Chriſt who. was in the buſh, ng of the- 


(s) Exod. iii, 6. (6) Ver. 14. | (Ne 2. J 
. | 
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church, which % his hody, 1 in every * of the 
world. ü 


Aud, firſt, It 5255 very probable. that this was 
a a prelufive viſion both of the future incarnation 
and ſuffer ings of Jeſus Chriſt, —— That the buſh, 
may repreſent his human nature, is not nnlikely, 
eſpecially as the prophet Efaias compares him to 
a tender plant, and root out of a dry ground, in 
which, to the eye of ſenſe, no form, come lineſs, 

or beauty, ſhould be found. — That the flame of 
fire may adumbrate his divine nature, will be no 
leſs evident, when we conſider bow often the fiery 
element is, in the ſcripture ſtile, an emblem of 

the Deity ; yea, it is expreſly faid, Our God 
« is a conſuming fire (a). That the union of 
the flame of fire with the buſh may denote the 
union of the Godhead and the manhood, is not at 
all abfürd to ſuppoſe : for why ſhould Mofes, in 
his dying benediction, be directed to ſpeak of the 
6 good · will of him that dwelt in the buſty (6) ?” 
May it not ſignify, that the continuance” of the 
flame of fire in the buſh for a ſhort time, was a 
type of the fulneſs of the Godhead, dwelling for 
ever in the man Chriſt Jeſus? As the buſh was 
in the fire, and the fire was in the buſh ; yet ſtill 
they were diſlinct things, though joined thus in 
one: even ſo the man Chriſt Jelus is in the God, 
and ihe God in the man, though both theſe na. 
tures, ſo myſtexiouſſy united, do ſtill retain their 
Qwn diſtinct properties. And. if Moſes was 


(a) Heb. xii. . (06) Deut. vll. 3. 


The Viſian of the burning Buſh, 113. 
: [truck with admiration, that the buſh was not con- 
W (med, though in ſuch near neighbourhood witlr 
ruddy flame; much more may we be overwhelm» 
ed with amazement, to think how a portion of our 
rail humanity lives for ever in a ſtate of the near- 
eſt approach unto, and moit ineffable union with 
the glorious Godhead, in whoſe unveiled preſence 


we mortals could not live, and even the angels 
cover their faces with their ing. Here aiſo may 


by which the Son of God was to expiate our ſin. 
For the wrath of God is every where in ſcripture 
Compared to fire, the moſt fierce and dreadful of 
all the inanimate creatures, which, with ſevere! 
W impartiality, devours all combuſtible things. Who 
of all the human race could dwell with this de- 
vouring element? Far lefs could any abide with 
the everlafting burnings of the Almighty's indig- 


dwelt alfo with theſe fierce flames: and though he 
W endured the wrath of God, „which flamed moſt in- 
tenſely againſt him, as he bore. the ſins of many; 
though he was compaſſed. by-rhis fire all the days 


e“ his humbled life; yer he was nor: conſuned ;. 
5 becauſe his Deity, like the angel in the buth, ſup- 
| ported his Trad aud . him be 4 ee N 
p conquerors. 
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FROM che ſueriogs of the Head, let us defend“ 
to che ſufferings « of che · body, who are predeſtina- 
ted to be conſormed to his i image. Lat the buſn 
he an emblem of the. church, to which it may be 


K I. 


Joe diſcerned a ſhadow of thoſe direful ſufferings 


nation. But Jeſus Chriſt, who dwelt in the buth, 


compared on account of ifs. S weak, obſcure, and 2 
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contemptible ſtate, in the eſteem of worldly men, 


who are taken with nothing but what dazzles the 
eye of ſenſe. For though there is a real glory, 


and a fpiritua] magnificence, in his holy ſociety, 


ſhe cannot compete with earthly kingdoms in 


_ eutward ſplendour, any more than a buſh in the 


wilderneſs can vie with a cedar in Lebanon; for 
beſides the paucity of her true members, they are 


commonly to be found rather in fmoaky cottages 


chan proud palaces ;. and ſometimes. they have 
been found in priſons, dungeons, dens, and caves 
of the earth. Let the fire in which: the buſh 


' burned, ſignify the fiery trials to which the church 


Bas been no ſtranger in all ages. Sometimes ſhe 
has burned in the fire of perſecution, and ſome. 
times of diviſion. But as the buſh was not con- 


ſumed, ſo neither ſhall the church be finally de- 


ſtroyed. In vain hall _ the great red dragon 
perſecute this women eloathed: with the ſun, and 
watch to devour her offspring; for a place is pre- 


pared for her in the wilderneſs by the great God, 
, and there no neceſſary proviſion ſhall be wanting. 
How many times have bloody. and deceitful men 

_ conſpired her deſtruction ? When were incen - 


diaries wanting to foment and kindle thoſe fires, 
Which, without the immediate interpoſition of the 


Keeper of. Iſrael, would certainly have waſted un. 


to deſtruction, and completed. the utter extinc- 
tion of this humble bun? What fociety, but this 


alone, could have ſubſiſted'to this day in the mĩdſt 


of a hating world? Where are now the mighty 
empires of antiquity 1 & They are but an empty 


naine;, live only in kitory, * fallen to pieces: 


The Viſia of the burning Buſh. 115 
by 1 their own weight, or been cruthed by bloody 
var. But the church of Chriſt, though ſhe has 
5 undergone many revolutions, remains, and will 
remain, when the conſumption determined by 
the Lord of hoſts mall come upon all the earth. 


Ask you the ben The angel of the Lord is 
in the buſh, and though perſecuted, ſhe is not for- 


glory, as the buſhwas only brightened by the flame. 


Dos not the famous hiſtory of the three He. 
brew worthies, who by faith quenched the vio- 
lence of fire, atteſt this whole matter in the moſt li- 


W takes it into his head to ere& a. monſtrous golden- 
image, to be worſhipped by all his numerous ſub- 
jects. The dedication of this new god is celebra- 
ted by a prodipious concourſe of people, who, by 
W the king's proclamation, aſſembled in the plains of 
Dura. A ſevere edict is iſſued forth againſt any 


a burning fire: for was it ever heard that cruelty. 
and idolatry were ſeparated ? The noiſe of every 
deteſtable rites of. adoration. What a parade to 


eftabliſh this filly ſuperſtition ! And now the mu- 
lic ſounds, ſee how the fooliſh people fall down. 


diſpute the royal order. O faith, how doſt thou: 


ſaken ; therefore thall the fiery trial, inſtead of con- 
ſuming her, ferve to refine her, and add unto her 


E | teral ſenſe ? Ne -buchadnezzar, the mighty king, 


: | perſon. who ſhould refuſe to pay religious homagee 
bo the molten deity, He mult be caſt alive into 


muſical inſtrument is the ſignal for beginning the- 


in adoration to a ſenſeleſs ſtatue ! Yet are there 2 
ſound among the captives of Judah, who dare- 


— 
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e thy triumphs ! Who can ſufficiently ad. 
mire the excelient ſpirit, and the undaunted reſo. 
lution of theſe heroes? They ſtand before ſove. 
rein and angry me jeſty; they ſee the vaſt pomp 
of his courtiers;; they hear the ſonorons peals of 
the muſic ſent from a thouſand inſtruments ; they 
behold the prodigious turrace gleaming to the 
clouds: yet are they not appalled by any, by all 
C of theſe things, ſo apt to ſtrike terror into vulgar 
* minds, but deſpiſe them as ludicrous and puerile, 
They boldly tell the king, that the God they a. 
li dored, was able to deliver them from his furnace, 
if he pleaſed ; and though! he ſhould not, they 
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. would not comply to worthip another god. The 
muſic that reſounded through all the ſpacious 
plain, was not half ſo melodious as their anſwer to 
the king's menaces. The-enraged tyrant orders, 
and without delay they are caſt bound hand and 
foot into-the burning flame. But mark. the a- 
mazing event! A marvellous thing | is preſented 
to the eyes of the king; for looking narrowly, 
he beholds not three men melting, but four men 
walking i in the fire, and the form of the fourth 
is like the Son of God. Theſe ſervants: of the 
Lord were not aſhamed of him, nor is he aſhamed: 
of them, but deſcends in a bodily ſhape, (a prelude 
of his incarnation,) looſes their ferters, makes 
a covenant for them with the flames of fire, and 
walking with them openly in the furnace, pro- 
claims to all ſpeMators, “In as much as ye have 
1 ce done it unto zbeſe my brethren, you did it 


. unto me e (a). 60 now, mighty monarchy 
I 1 75 | N Matih xxv. e c 


The Pillar of Cloud and Firs, > 
and glory in thy de ſpotic ſway ; but remember, 4 
there is a King more ſavereign than thou, who | 
can make the flames of fire harmleſs as the morn- 1 
ing light; who can bid that fierce and dreadful il 
element ſpare them whom thou biddeſf it to de- 
your, though in the very heart of the oven; and 

W deſtroy them whom thou wiſheſt it would not 

W touch, though ſtanding without. Thus wherein 

] any deals-proudly, God is above them. The king, ; 
and all his counſellors, ſee with their eyes this ex. 

W craordinary miracle, __ that the faithful ſervants 
of God had not received the leaſt damage by the 
fre, and are aſhamed for their envy to the people. 
Thus was the promiſe fulfilled, „ When thou 

« walkeſt through the fire, thou ſhalt not be 
« burned 3 neither ſhall the flame kindle upon 
We © thee (2).“ And fo. the buſh, though burning. 
5 is not t conſmed.! in the fire. 


P R e n 


SHE. The Fr of Cloud and Fire. 


PH HE PIER of Goſhen were now eſca- fog 
ped from the land of Egypt, and "about to 
enter into the vaſt wilderneſs of Arabia, that in- 
terpoſed betwixt them and the promiſed land. 
The Lord, who makes the clouds his chariot, 
and darkneſs his pavilion, was pleaſed to go be- 
fore them in a marvellons pile of cloudy vapours, 
reſembling a pillar, aſcending from their camp. 
Here he dwelt, not for a ſhort time, as in the - 


(a) If, Au. 2. 
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buſh, but for the ſpace of forty W A moſt 
extraordinary thing to be ſure it was; and none 
of the leaſt of the ſtanding ale - Which he 
me wed to the choſen ſeed. The ſame of thi 
ſtrange phenomenon was ſpread abroad, among 
the nations, who heard that the cloud of the Lond 
' flood above them, and might very well be ſuppo. 
fed to move the queſtion, « Who is this that 
, comes up from the wilderneſs like pillars of 
ee ſmoke (a)?“ For this cloud differed fo much 
from all others that ever were ſeen, as it may jult. 
ly be reckoned 2 complication of miracles. lt 
was miraculous that its form was never changed, 
- when there is nothing more variable than the ap- 
pearance of the ordinary clouds that fail through 
the airy regions. It was miraculous, that it ſhould 


always maintain its ſtation over the tabernacle, 


when other clouds are carried aboutwith tempelts, 
and driven with fierce winds from the one extre. 
mity of heaven to the other. It was miraculous, 
that it ſhould preſerve its conſiſtency forty years; 
whereasall other clouds are diffipated by the wind, 
exhaled by the ſun, or diſſolved in rain and dew, 
and in a very ſnort time are blotted from the face of 
the ſky. It was miraculous, that this cloud, ſhould 
move in ſuch. peculiar direction, as it had been 
| endued. with ii ſtinct and intellig. nce ; for it was 
carried about by his counſels in a more immediate 
way than can be ſaid of the other clouds of hea- 
ven. But elpecially it was miraculous, that con- 
trary to the nature of all other clouds it ſhould be 


(a) Cant. li. 6, 
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appearance of the ſhining of a flaming fire. 
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his As to the particular meaning of this! cloud 
ng wherewith the Lord covered his iſrael, not in his 


anger, but in his love; it was without all doubt 
a viſible ſymbol of a preſent Deity God hereby 
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at condeſcending to adapt | himſelf, as in many other 
of Wi things, to the rude. taſte of that ancient people, 
ch and perbaps to ſignify the dark and cloudy nature 


| of the legal diſpeof.tion under which they were, 
hut the principal reaſon I would ſuggeſt is the 


| cloud, might be a prelude of his appearing in a 
veil of fleſh, What though we ſhould ſay, this 
pillar of cloud and fire is an emblem of that glo- 


rious pzrſon in whom the brightneſs of divinity 


tere were not two p liars, the one of cloud, and 
che other of fire, hut one pillar both of cloud and 


the one God and the other man, but one perſon, 


ry this! ſtrange indeed, and beyond meaſure 


— 


brighter by night than by day, when it had the 


; following 2: His appeari ig to Iſrael in a veil of 


is joined with the darkneſs of humanity ? For as 


fire; ſo there are not two perſons, of Immanuel, 
who is both God and man. An adorable my ſte · 


ſurpriſing; But i it is ſo far from being only a-vain 
ſpeculation, that it is deſervedly eſteemed a fun. 
damental article of the Chriſtian faith; aud truly, 
without admitting it, the ſcriptures themſelves 
will be darker. than this cloud ever Was to the 


Jonu, the e apoſtle, "and great 7" BY 
Teſtament prophet, who ſaw the viſions of God, 
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and who talks in many places in the Old- Teſta 
ment dialect, ſpeaks of a glorious Angel ariſing 
out of the eaſt, who certainly was Chriſt himſelf, 
he was clothed with a cloud, and his feet were i 
as pillars of fire. A deſcription which might very I 

probably allude to this fame cloud and fire. Bu WW 
if we take a more particular ſurvey of the uſe 
for which it ſerved in the wilderneſs, we ſhall ſee 
with what admirable propriety they may all be 
affir med of Jeſus Chriſt, who indeed was the angel Wi 
that reſided in the cloud, and is that unto hi; i 
church in every age, ia their bewildered ſtute, 
which the cloud was to the twelve tribes, til! they 
reached the earthly Canaan. In whom but Jeſus 
Chriſt can we ſuppoſe. that great and precious 
promiſe made to the univerfal church to have re: 
ceived its accompliſhments, “ And the Lord will 
create upon every dw elling · place of mount 
Zion, and upon all her aſſemblies, a cloud and 
« ſmoke by day, and the ſhining of à flaming 
« fire by night: for upon all the glory ſhall be 
%a defence (a)? What then were ee fot 
and this cloud n che ilraehtes ? 


1 IT was their gui dw that wem Se in 
the vaſt pathleſs deſart, where they wandered in 
a ſolitary way. So great was the regard they paid 
to all its motions, which they continually Watch 
ed, that when it moved they ſtruck their camp 
at any hour of the day or of the night; when 
it d ME: ings thelr” Fara Roy: there 


Gu . 


* 
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oh : abode till its next remove, whether the tive was 
ns Wort or long. The times and ſeaſons of their 
H. marching were not, as in other armies, adjuſted 


; by their councils of war, nor left to the repulation 
eren of Moſes himſelf; for God put them wholly 
Win his own power. However, it would appear, 
What its motions were properly timed, and merci- 
W cifully proportioned to the ſtrength of the weak, 


be and the conveniency of all. Nor did it ever leave 
el them, for all their provocations in the wilderneſs, 
116 till they arrived at the land that flowed with milk 


and honey. - Juſt ſach a general, unerring, gentle, 
and perpetual guide is Jeſus Chriſt, by his ex- 
W ample, word, and Spirit, to all the travellers for 
the better country through the wilderneſs of this 
world; for “ it is not in man that walks to di- 
rect his ſteps (a), by his own wiſdom, in the 
W way that leads to life. Who can recount the wan- 


nt | 
id derings of miſerable ſinners, till Jeſus Chriſt was 
g given a Leader and a Commander to the people? 
e He it is who teaches to profit, and leads in the 


way wherein we ſhould go. Nor is it poſſible 
that any ſhould miſs eternal glory, who walk af- 
ter him in the wilderneſs, conforming themſelves 
to the dictates of his holy word, with the ſame 
care as the Iſraelites obſerved the. motions of the 


you ſhall not err under the conduct of your cele- 


come to the city of babitation 1 


g A * 


Teſta guide; you ſhall be led forth in the way that 
is right, even where there is no way, till "Pw 


* 0 


miraculous cloud. O ye followers of the Lamb, 8 
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I was their guard that protected them, when 
their Egyptian pur ſuers were preſſing on their 
rear; for it removed an that occaſion from their 
van, and went behind, them, forbidding, by its 
darkneſs, tha approach of the hoſtile army all that 
night on which they travelled through the flood 
- on foot. On this occaſion we are told, that the 
Lord looked through the pillar, and troubled the 
Egyptian hoſt at the hour of midnight. “ The 
dc waters ſaw thee, O God, the waters ſaw thee: 
tte they were afraid; the deeps alſo were troubled, 
ce the clouds poured out water, the ſkies ſent out 
c ſound : thine arrows went abroad. The voice 
< of thy thunder was in the heavens; thy light. 
1 nings Uüghtned the world, the earth trembled 
— and ſhook, thy way was in the ſea thy path 
«© in the mighty waters, and thy footſt eps were . 
e not known. Thou leddeſt thy people like 4 
4 flock by the hand of Moſes and Aaron (a).“ 
Such is that protection Jeſus affords to his mili- 
tant people, who being reſcued from the bondage 
of ſin, ar emarching forward to their goodly inhe. 
'ritance. Though Satan, with His infernal hol, 
Uke the tyrant of Egypt, purſuzs after them, and 
fondly thinks to reclaim the lawful captives, the 
glory of the Lord becomes their 'rearwardz Jeſus 
Is unto them for walls and bulwarks, forbidding 
+ RE approach of mortal danger. He is their hi- 
ding. place, in whom they are preſerved, like If- 
rael in the cloud, being kept by the is of of 
God, through rich unto Ramme, oo f pes 


„ 


e Pal, un 10 i948, 19, 20. of 
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Ir was their candle that enlightened the dark - 
neſs ; that ſmoothed the rugge d brow of the night, 
and ſerved to abate the horrors uf the wilderneſs 
after the ſun was ſer j for it reſer ved its ſhining; 


molt in ne ed of its chear ful aſpect. Nor doſt thou, 
O thou true L ight ! ſuie thyſelf to the caſe of thy 
people with leſs conde ſcenſion. Withaut thee this- 
world were a dark place, and, to the eyes of our 
mind, more diſmal than the dreary wilderneſs 
would have been in the blackeit night to the 1 


ed be God for the ſun, the moon, the ſtars ; but 
more for Jeſus Chriſt, who delivers from the 
blackneſs of darkneſs fer ever; and who, like the 
doudy, pillar, is al ways moſt liberal of his light» 
ſome manifeftations, when his. people are ſitting; 
in the darkneſs of adverſity. Houte of Iſrael, let 
us walk in this light of the Lord; whilſt the way 
of the wicked, like the mY of Sho. heh is 
as Crean „ 0 27 | | 
1 was «the th or . to > ſhade them 
from the ſultry beams of the fun i in that torrid 
wilderneſs, A moſt grateful ſervice! And where- 
as an apoſtle ſpeaks of our fathers being baptized 


ſions, this beneficial. cloud refreſhed the Iſraelites, 
by thedding kindly des upon their camp. So Je- 
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appearance to the ſeaſon when the Iſraelites were 
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3 raelites, without their kind officious cloud, Blefl- - 
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in the cioud, it would ſeem, that on ſome. occa» 


ſus Chriſt is to. his people as a. refreſhing dew 8 
on the graſs, and as a cloud of the latter rain. 
Under his ſhadow, they fit down with great de- 
light, and find cool ſhelter, from the ſcorching; 
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beams both of divine wrath and worldly tribula. 
tion. Happy ſouls who have thus the Lord for 
their keeper, and for their ſhade on their right 
hand. The ſun ſhall not ſmite them by day, 
«6 nor the moon by night (a) ;”” even that great 
and terrible day, which fhall bura like an oven, 
- will, be to theſe favoured of the Lord as the times 
of Lig. from the ret of the Lord. 


(6 


11 was their e for he W unto o them in 
the cloudy pillar. And it was their ornament; 


for he ſpread thi s cloud for their covering, or 
doth of ſtate, making darkneſs not. only his own, ſp 
but their pavilion. How fuly both theſe may be 01 
applied to Jeſus Chriſt is not difficult to ſee, R 
Who but Chriſt is the oracle of his church, in Wi 
whom God ſpeaks unto his people, both as a pro · bo 
miſing and prayer-anſwering God, without whom th 
we would not have heard his voice at any time, {iſ + 
but in the language of terror! Who but Chriſt i 5 


their ornament, who makes them terrible as au 
army with banners, and comely as Jeruſalem} 
The pillar of cloud and fire was not half ſo adorn. 
ing to their « camp, as is thy gracious preſence to 
every aſſembly and every-dwelling place of mount 
Zion, O thou glorious Redeemer ! Even now thou 
art the light of the Gentiles, and the glory of thy 
people! ſrael. But how much more when this in. 
| perfect ſcene ſhall paſs away, and they: mall Know 
the op pong? of that molt g er promiſe, « "Ty 
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Lord ſhall be thine everlaſting light, and h 
— 1 gary my N | : 


w. The 2 bs the. Wilderne oh. 


E ne ſeen how the horrors of the wil-- 
derneſs were conſiderably abated: by. their 
miraculous cloud. But ſoon their proviſion they 
brought from Egypt is ſpent ; and unleſs ſome 
rew miracle is wroup ht for them, they have no- 
thing before their eyes but the melancholy pro- 
ſpect of periſhing with hunger. The faithleſs 
woltitude , forgetting their late deliverance at the 
Red- ſea, fall to murmuring againſt Moſes, and 
| withed they. had never ſtirred from their houſe of 
bondage. Had they got what they deſerved on 
this occaſion, the Lord had ſent fire from heaven: 
upon them inſtead of food: but God, who is rich 
in wercy, choſe. to till the fretful murmurs of his 
firit- born with the breaſt, rather than witk the 
rod. He bids the heaven ſupply, by its bounty, 
what the earthdenied by its bar renneſs; and „with- 
out their toil or ſweat, gives them plenty of braad, 
eren in a land that was not ſown. He rained 
*« down manna upon them to eat, and gave them 
of the corn of heaven. Man did eat 8 
« food ;- he ſent them meat to the full „ 
How happy are they who are walking after the 
Lord, though in a wilderneſs ! It was a con- 
vincing . that man does not live by bread: 


(@) If, b. %% 0% Pal, Nl 245 23. 
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alone. But God intended, by this Wt not 
only to ſupply their preſent neceſſity, but alſo to 


hearers on this very ſubject, ſays, „ Moſes gave 
them not that bread from heaven, but my Fa. 
„ ther giveth you the true bread from heaven. 


Chriſt is he that comes down from above. It fell 


e but grie vouſſy ſinning, by pr eferring the fleſſ 
{Bs pots of Egypt to the proſpedts of Canaan . 


prefigure that ſpiritual meat preſented in the go. 
ſpel. In this interpretation we cannot poſſibly be 
wrong, when we have no leſs an authority for it 
than Jeſus Chriſt h:mſelf, who, ſpeaking to his 


à For the bread of God is he that came down 
« from heaven, and gives life unto the world, 
© am the bread of life (a).“ Having therefore 
ſuch infallible teſtimony to the general meaning 
of this heavenly food, let us try to find out the 
principal traces of refemblance betwixt it and Je. 
fus Chriſt. In order to this we ſhall thortly at · 
tend to the funden mie 


Irs falling, 60 The manna fell 8 heaven ;” 


e round about their camp; “ Chriſt is to be found 
in the viſible church, and no where elſe “ with 
the dew when they ſlept;' Jeſus Chriſt is pure. 


ly the gift of God, who:deſcends,. like de, upon 


the graſe, for whom we toil. not, ſow not, reap 


not“ When they were in the moſt abſolute need, 
Land ready to periſh.” When we were without 


ſtrength, in due time Chriſt died for. the uggod- 
ly——< when. they were not at all deſerving it, 


- (a) Jokin vie 32. 3235 
| 7y q 
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ang Chriſt laid down his liſe when ſinners were 
2 preferring the pleaſures. of ſm, and vanities of 
ine world, to all the things above. In à word, 
it fell“ in ſuch large quantities as to ſuffice that 


: « namerous hoſt; in Jeſus Chriſt rene is e· 
| npugh to ſupply every want. 


Irs gathering by all he IGTelites, may „ ſignify 
the improvement we all hould make of the offer- 
Wed Saviour, It was gathered every day lo 
Chriſt ould be daily improved by faith. It was 
gathered in the morning; for we muſt devote 
the beſt part of our time to the ſeeking his face, 
Fas it is faid, © O Lord my God, early will I ſeck. 
« thee (a).“ It was gathered without the camp; 
{ mult the foul that ſec ks him. retire from the 
hurry of the world; or, to uſe the expreſſion of 
the ſacred page, go.out into the fields, and 
lodge in the villages (0). It was gathered a 
double portion on the ſixtli day; but on che ſe- 
venth, which was the Sabbath, they ſtirred not 
from their tents, but lived on what they laid up. 
the day before. So in the ſeaſon of-this-mortal 
life maſt we labour for that meat that endures to- 
everlaſting life, in the believing improvement of 
the means of grace; and when the eternal Sab. 
bath comes, we ſhall enjoy the hdden manna ; 
without 1 55 or _ 8 endeavours... 

1 | 

Irs parting among the lakes, K not 9 

be without its e Some. e els, 
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ſome more, in proportion to their ability and di. 
| ligence, but all received an homer (a large allow. it re 
| ance) from the common heap. | By which means, nels 
| as Moſes relates, „ He that gathered much had 
&.nothing over,” becauſe he gave to him that 
gathered leſs ; and (, he that gathered little had. bot 
no lack,“ becauſe he received from him that tall 
gathered more. Was the manna parted liberally. fat 
unto all? None are ſtraitened in Jeſus Chriſt; ne: 


j They ſhall be abundantly ſatisfied with the fat- ¶ no 
e neſs of God's houſe : and thou ſhalt make them Wit go 


| ce drink” of the river of thy pleaſures (a).“ Was 
the manna-equally diſtributed among the Iſrael. 40 
| ites? So all believers; of every ſex, of every 
age, of every nation, ſtrong or weak, eminent «+ 

or obſcure, do equally partake in the common 
| falvation ;. for all are enen . 


. preparing in mills, mortars, and pans; 
where it: was ground, beaten, and baked, to make 
it fit for digeſtion and nouriſhment, may put us 
in mind of the various ſufferings of Chriſt's body 
and ſoul. The bread of God is he which came 
« down from heaven (b) ; but ere he could prove 
the bread: of life, he behoved- himſelf to die; 
That his fleſh: might be meat indeed; he be. 
boved, as it were, to be beaten in the: mortzr 

of adverlity, ground in the mill ef vindictive 
juſtice, and pages as in he. oven of the wrath. of 
"Woe: * | 
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Is taſting ſo ſweet when thus: prepared, (for 


. it reſembled: the fatneſs of oil, and the luſciouſ · 
neſs of honey,) and its proving ſo wholeſome and 


d nutritive to all, though of diftering conſtitutions ; 
it may it not ſignify, that Jeſus Chriſt is to the foul 
d WW both ſweet and wholeſome food, adapted to the 


taſte of all, of young men, of children, and af 
fathers? Aud as the manna is ſuppoſed to have 
needed no other ingredients to make it palatable; 
no more does ſeſus Chriſt, or the doctrine of his 
| goſpel, need any foreign recommendation to the 
ſpiritual taſte. ( O talte and ſee that the Lord is 
| © good (a),“ fays the ſweet finger of Iſrael; and 
in another place, © How ſweet are thy words 
% unto my taſte ; yea ſweeter e honey to my 
* mouth LOR pee” 


2 _ bu 


* 


Irs putrifyi ing, if kept contrary to Gad's com · 
mand, (for what was not uſed to. day, bred worms 
and ſtank to. morrow,) might not this denote, 
that when che whole ſome doctrines of Chriſt's 
goſpel are hoarded up in idle ſpeculation, without 
being otherwiſe received in love, or digeſted in 
ſpiritual nouriſhment, they are fo far from being 
the ſavour of life unto life, as they become the - 
| favour of death umo death, and breed the worms. 
of various laſts, and a condemning conſcience's 
on which account it may be ſaid here, * He that 
e increaſech kiowledge, increefuth lorrow (oh * 


Irs beingdeſpiſed by the io as light food, | 


We 


(a) Pl. xxxiv. 8. (ö) PI, cxix, 193. (e) Eccl. i. 18. 


— 


Soc, death having no more dominion over him, 
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by Thick their ſoul was dried away, i compari. 
ſon with their rank Egyptian fare, renders it 
a proper emblem of Jeſus Chriſt, the true bread, 
Who is deſpiſed and rejected of men. Though 
the pure doctrine of Chriſt is like the mann, 
angels food, (for into thefe things they delire to 
pry z) yet are there found to whom the word of 
the Lord is a reproach, and they have no delight 
in it, A romance, a philof phical "diſquiſition, 
2 moral declamation, a political harangue, is fer 
more grateful than a ſermon, | whoſe theme is a 
crucified Redeemer, | What is this but to prefer 
the fiſh, the melons, the cucumbers, the onions 
of Egypt, to the wg of heaven? For their 
contempt of this celeſtial food, the Lord ſent 
fiery ſerpents to plague the murmurers and com. 
plainers. Nor do the deſpiſers ef Jeſus Chriſt 
expoſe themſelves to leſs dreadful ſtrokes, tho 
they ſhould not be of a corporal kind: for * all 
« theſe things happened unto them; for enſam- 
« ples; and they are written for our admoni- 
& tion, upon whom the ends on, the world. are 
come (a). e 7 5 76 4/4 


Tux ll ering: it in a golden pot, Rhee for, 
4 number of ages, it was depoſited in the, moſt 


holy place, and remained. without corruption; 
Was it not a repreſentation. of Chriſt's aſcenſion 


Into heaven, where he appears in the preſence of 


and where he will be contained ell the time of the 


(a) 1 Cor. 11 | 
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Airution of all things? ,Why elſe ſhould. com- 
union with Chriſt in glory be ſpoken of in terms 
5 alluding, to this very thing ? for thus it is pro- 
4 miſed, To him that overcomes will 1 give to 
(eat of the hidden manna (2), in tlie words 
| that the aint lays unto the churches. 


F 
0 


; - HE continuance of this heavenly bread for the 
3 ſpace of forty years, (for ſo long they were in the 
Vildderneſs,) does i it not clearly intimate, that Je. 
ſus Chriſt will never for ſake his people while they 
are here below? till ſhall the bread of God de. 
Lend in the diſpenſation of the everlaſting goſpel, 
ile the neceſlities of his people call for it: for ſo 
be promiled when about to depart from the earth, 
60,“ ſays he to his apoſtles, we teach and bap- 


„% even to the end of the world (50.9 


the corn of Canaan, may it not be viewed as a 

figure of ordinances, their ceaſiag when the wan 
dering tribes ſhall gain their promiſed reſt? Or 
ſhall we fay, that as their heavenly proviſion fail. 
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01 Rev. 11. bold to . 0 Matth, axe, 19. 
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« tize all nations: ani lo! 1 am with you always, 


Tur evalig m the manna upon be r rating 


ed when they taſted the bread that comes out of 
the earth ; ſo when the children of God them- 
ſelves begin to reliſh over-much the things of the . 
earth, they may expect that heavenly conſola. 
tions will be ſuſpeided in proportion? When 
Tide are in Wannen, * THe world, or when : 
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Is? is unto themias à wilderneſt, ROY a land-ng 
} ſown, then truly God is good to Irael.. Ko. 
| your / tuercy, ye diſtioguiſhed favourites of Hex. 
| ven 2 nor envy their happineſs who eat theccalve, 
| out of the Rall, and the lambs out of the fold 
but are not fed wich the heritage of Jacob. Lt: 
the ſenſual voluptary glut himſelf with the in. 
pure pleaſures of ſin, Which, like the little bock 
that John did eat, are ſweet in the mouth, but 
bitter in the belly, and to whom we may adapt 
the ſignificant. words 1 in Job, «« His meat in hi 
6. bowels is turned: : it is the gall of aſps within 
„ him (a).” Let the rapacious worldling, who 
is ſmit with the dull charms. of gold and ſilver; 
who is all hurry, hurry, about the buſineſſes of 
this tranſitory life ; let him fill his belly with the 
hid treaſure of God, which never yet did ſatich 
a ſoul imwortal. Let the legal bel. juſticiary, 
| who; is perhaps called by. the name of Chriſt, but 
| eats his own bread, and wears his own appare, 
and truſts to his own righteouſneſs, in whatſove 
ſhape, as the. ground of hi; acceptance 1 with Goch 
let him alſo ſpend his money for that which i 
not bread, and his labour for that Which fatisfict 
not. But let the Chriſtian, who knows, the gift 
of God, and the excellency of the heavenly pro. 
viſton, let him labour not for che meat that pe. 
=\ riſhes, but for the meat that endures unto. ever: 
I! 7 laſting, life. Hungry and ſtyving ſoul, you 4 


for bread, the world gives you a ſtone; whit 


| 7 elſe are worldly: nie Len aſk a fi, ths world 


(a) Job x xx. 14. 
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preſents you with a ſerpent ; what elſe are ſinful 
pl jeaſures? But hearken diligently unto him who 
is himſelf the living bread, * Eat that which is 
good, and let your foul delight itſelf in fat- 
a neſs, Incline your ear, and come unto him; 
« hear, and your ſoul mall live (a).“ What is a 
happy old age to a happy eternity ? This, O 
Jeſus, is thy unſp ezkable gift! He that eats thee 
by faith, ſhall live for ever. He that comes to 
thee ſhall never hunger; and, what is more, ſhall 
never die. O Lord, deny us what thou wile, but 
give us this bread for evermore ! 


V. The Rock in the Wilderneſs. 


REap ſhall be given them,” ſays the pro- 
phetic voice \(b) ; the proof of this we 
have already ſeen : “ Their water ſha!) be ſure,” 
the proof of which we ſhall preſently ſee. ©& For 
« he clave the rocks in the wilderneſe, and gave 
* them drink as out of the great depths. He 
brought alſo ſtreams out of the ro.ks, and 


comes out of the earth, to ads” the hunger of 
DB bis beloved people; and the rocks wall ſend forth 
HT water, which uſually falls from clouds, to ſatisfy 

3 the thirſt of his choſen' race? © Tremble, Oo ts 


© earth, at t the preſence of the Lord, at the pre- 


„„ 4 — 3» 


(a) If. lv. 2. 3. (3) If. li 16. . ain. 
"hy 16, 


* cauſed wat: rs to run down like rivers (e).“ . 
What cannot this mighty God do, at whoſe com. ae ol 
mand the clouds ſhall yield bread, which uſually _ 
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ct ſence of the God of Jacob, Wh turned the ie 
4 rock into a ſtanding water; and the flinty rock Wl to 
«into a fountain of water (a).“ Let us brief) WE 
recollect this memorable e event, and its myſtic lg. ru 


| | cc 
mification. | | N by 


9 


Tu . tribes are, "ie As trial of ther 
faith, fonducted by the Lord, who alone did 
lead thew, to a dry and thirſty fpot in the wil. i 4 
derneſs at the reck Rephidim, where there was r. 
no water to drink. They ought to have recol. 
lected on this occalion, that the God whobrought 
them here, would moiſt certainly extricate them 
from their preſeat diffi.ulties, as he had done 
often before. But, O impatience, how abſurd 
and unreaſonable art thou! Inſtead of betaking 
themſelves to God by humble praycr, and quiet. 
1y waiting for the ſalvation of the Lord, they 
| impiouſly demand of Moſes to give them water. 
They reproach him with decoying them out of 
; Egypt, where they were living ſo happy, with no 
other deſign than to famith them in the wilder- 
+ 

neſs. In vain does this meek and gentle ſervant 
| of God remonſtrate the injuſtice and impiety ef 
1 1 their outragious conduct. They are at the very 
point of Koning their deliverer, and rewarding, 
IE with cruel death, the good offices he had, done 
them. He flies to God as his ſanctuary, and in. 
vokes the almighty aid, not i revenge the af. 
front offered him by the rude multitude, but to 
relieve them: in their preſent ſtraits, The proger 


27 oe EY Te RES 


Ty 7:7 hal a la) Pral, cur. 7, 8. . 


* J . 2 4 . — 
— | . — — _ N — — — 290 00% — I 
x n 231 „ — —[—ñö — SINE - © -_ —— — * 
j—ãẽ —— . —— ͥũꝗ[wa—é 
2 — — . . 


* 


=. * The Rock in the Wilderneſs. 139 


is no 93 made than anſwered. He is directed i 
to take with him the elders of Iſrael; and the 4. 
wonder - working rod, with whieh he ee the 
rivers: ©© And- behold, if will ſtand: before thee. 
„ there upon the rock in Horeb, and thou ſhalt: 
« ſnite the rock, and there ſhall come water out 
of it, that the people may drink (a).“ Moſes 
obeys, and the event crowns his wiſhes. But 
| Jong after, when the people were in- -Kadeſh, and- 
| reduced to the ſame ſtraits they were, in at Re- 
phidim, the unbelieving race relapſed into their. 
old rebellious murmurs. Moſes is directed to 4 
nearly the ſame method of relief, but does not ac- 1 
quit himſelf with. the ſame temper. and. modera - 5 #0 
tion. For they angered him at the waters of _ 
ſtrife, and provoked his irit ſo, that he ſpake 1 | 
unadviſedly- with his lips, betraying at the ſame 
time, in preſence of the whole aſſembly, his owa 
dilkdeitce 3 in the promiſe of JEHo van: for; being 
commanded to ſpeak unto the rock, and aſſured 
that it would obey. his voice, he ſeems to have 
exceeded his commiſſion „by addreſſing the hoſt 
in the language of wrath and doubting, and ſmi- 
ting the rock more than once. The miracle in 
dead was wrought, but the worker, though dear 
to God, ſeverely puniſhed for his offenſive beha- 
viour and unbelief, being involved in the fame ; 
fate, together with Aaron, as the reſt of that ge- 
neration, to die in the wilderneſs, without Enters 
ing into the promiſed nay e 


OY — i = FS £ 


=> — — p — 
— A rn. —.— 


c ————————— 


*X - 27 ba PRO - od & "BIG 5 n 3 9 5 * * * 1 REF > SE RW 5 * — 2 3 — * 
r en Anya aa ren A 


(a) Bans: xvii, 6. 


130 Typical Things. 
naked hiſtory in Moſes. This God could do 


Or if he had choſe the miraculous method, w 
ſhonld the rock be ſmitten with a rod, to give 


ort, while God himſelf was ſtanding on its ſum. 


zr beyond all doubt, and warrants us to fay, with. 


Book II. 


Tua more was meant than to give water for 
their thirſt, might have been preſumed from the 


without a miracle. He could have opened the 
bottles of heaven, or led them to another Elim, 


Rreams in the wilderneſs, and waters in the de. 
mit ! But the great apoſtle of the Gentiles puts 


out fanltering, that © this Rock was Chriſt (a).” 
Having therefore fuch an infallible gaide to our me. 
ditation, let us refle& a little what was the rock; 
whit'was the ſmiting ; and what the water that 
Hued from it, and followed chem i in the Way. 


n 

| Tur rock iſelf might be an emblem of his per. | 01 
n in whom is everlaſting ſtrength, to whom d 
we may fly as a refuge, and upon whom we may t. 
build as a foundation. There is notperhaps, b 
a metaphor more frequent in the book of God fi 
than this, „God is a rock.” I hough never once 
uſed before this remarkable occurrence, yet foon 
en! it is orten by Moles 1 in his dying ſong. . n 
Taz fmiting of the 13 1 prefigure bs {a- | 
tefationy ſufferings, who was ſtricken, ſmitten of g 
God, and afflicted; and one of the ſoldiers open- 1 
ed his {ide with a . and there came out blood 1 
and water. The rock! Was 4 with therod of Y 


(a) * Cor. x LY 
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Moſes; the type of the law; and it was the curſe 
of the law that ſubjected him to the ignominious 
croſs, who redeemed us from the curſe of the 
law, being made a curſe for us (a).“ The rock 
was ſmitten in the preſence of the. elders and 
people of the Jes with noiſe aud tumult. 80 
Chriſt was wounded for our iranſgreſſions at Je- 
ruſalem, the malt public place; and at the paſſ · 
over ſolemnity, the moſt public time. Then and 
there he endured the croſs, and deſpiſed the 
ame. At the commandment of the Lord the 
rock was ſmitten; and by the commandment of 
the Lord was the Captain of our ſalvation made 
perfect through ſufferings. It was ſmitten | but 
once with approbation, and hen Moſes ſmote it 
twice, the Lord was angry for doing it. Might 
not this be an obſcure intimation, that Chriſt, by ' 
one offering, ſhould finiſn the work of our re- 
demption? for he needed not often to ſuffer from 
the foundation of the world, But whoever they 


de that crucify to themſelves the Son of God a 
relle they art not 80 eee | 


Tix: way" alt. ied from the rock, what 
might it ſignify? Shall we ſay, it is an emblem 
of the glad tidings of the goſpel of Jeſus-Chriſt, . 
which are to the diſtreſſed conſcience as cold 
water to a thirſty ſoul? In vain did the poor 
and needy. ſeek, water to refreſh. their troubled ? 
minds in the legal doctrine of the ſeribes and 
Phariſees 2 in the philoſophical 2 


2 
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of the Gentile ſages. Still their ſoul ales them 
for thirſt. But * the Lord heard them, and the 
« God of Jacob did not forſake them (a).“ For 
in the preaching the everlaſting goſpel, both to 
the Jews and Gentiles, the charming promiſe 
received its accomp'iſhment in the moſt ample 
manner, & vill open rivers in the high places, 
« and ſprings in the valleys. I will make the 
% wildernefs'a peel of water, and the dry land 
« ſprings of water (5). The beaſts of the field 
*© ſhall honour me, the dragon and the owl, be. 
« cauſe I give waters in the wilderneſs, and ri. 
« yers in the defart, to give drink to my people, 
my choſen (c).“ Or ſhall we ſay, that the wa. 
ter from the rock is an emblem of the influences 
of the bleſſed Spirit, that, like a river pure as 
- cryſtal, iſſues from the throne of God and of the 
Lamb? To this refreſhing, cleanſing, and pro- 
lific element, our Lord himſelf compares this 
glorious perſon, when on the laſt day of the feaſt, 
he ſtood and cried, *© If any man thirſt, let hini 
« come unto me and drink, He that believes on 
% me, out of his belly ſhall flow rivers of living 
water. This he ſpake of the Spirit, which 
& they. that believe on him ſhould: receive (4),” 
Or ſhall: we ſay, that this water may be an em- 
blem of that precious blood. of Chriſt, which 
cleanſes from all fin ; and except we drink it in 
a ſpiritual manner, we can have no life in us? 
115 1228025 ſhall. we fay, that the _ that iſe, 
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©. The Reck in the Wilderneſs. 
ea from the ſmitten rock did repreſent all the 
eſſings of redemption, the falutary effects of 
is ſufferings and death ? for to him we may ap- 
y what the prophet foretells, © And a man ſhall 
Wc be as rivers of waters in a dry place, and the 
YZ [ SE of a 9 rock in a en land (a). 


1 waters flowed. not Fl the reck was 
mitten with. the rod of Moſes. Nor could we 
ve derived theſe gracious benefits from Chriſt, 
hich we do” partake, if -he had not ſuffered. 
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rather bring fire than water. But it was of the 
Lord of hotts, who is wonderful in counſel, and 


W 


he Redeemer's ſufferings, which in themſelves 
onſolatory to the believing ſoul? O chriftian, 
is rhine to extract joy out of ſorrow. happineſs. 
ut of miſery, glory our of ignominy, life out of 


to ſors. water from the Mine. rock. 
not in a ſcanty meaſure, but in large abundance. 


Irank of it. Nor were the dry places of that 
fandy deſart able to imbibe the copious moiſture: 


(4) IG . 2. 


The ſtriking of a flint, one ſhould think, would 


xcellent in working. Who would imagine, that 


ere tragical and melancholy, ſhould prove ſe 
3 death, though theſe things ſeem as impoſible as as. 
Tus waters Bind when the ch was ſmitten, 
; The miraculous ſtream was not exhauſted, tho“ 


many hundred thouſand men, with their herds, 


Vo inexhauſted is the fulneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, from 
whom all ſorts of men, the Jews, the Gentiles, 
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run dry, nor be exhauſted;* how abundantly {6 


——— ee 
1 


them in the way, for ſome cenliderable time, x 


are Iſraelites indeed, till mortality ſhall be ſwal, 
lowed up of life, till the wilderneſs be exchange 


hall not drink it up like a brock; for thus the 


ſmitten, that we might-drink-abundantly of the 


three worthies, who hazarded their lives, to pur: 


the Barbarians, the Seyrhians; the Kata; and thi 
free; may receive alk forts of bleſſings. You n 
not Arkitthed'4 in "him, 0 children of men tu 
river of God, which is full of water, can never 


ever We drink -of its WETLAND) GEE” 


ee tat flowed fro the rock, were 
not only ſufficient to ſupply the preſent ſtreits d 
Ifrael ; but as the ſacred ſtory tels, they followel 


leaſt after the rock was ſmitten. S0 Jeſus Chril 
imparts the bleſſed fruits of his ſatisfactory death 
not only to the firſt ages of Chriſtianity, but ty 
the moſt diſtant ages of the World. Never hal 
this goodneſs and mercy ceaſe to fellow all that 


for- Canaan, and the. militant reſign to the trium: 
phant ſtate. oy The winter mall not arreſt this ri 
ver with Icy ſetters, and the drought of ſummer 


promiſe runs, by the month of the prophet) 
Zachariah, „In ſummer and winter {hall it 
46 be (a). ” A 


15 5 


e view our Ne Ws e to be 


river of pleaſures. - Great was-thelove of David“ 


chaſe for their longing en a dravght: of water 


(a) zech z, 8 : 
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om the well of Bethlehem. But greater was 
Whe love of Jeſus, who loſt his life, and poured 
bj... precious blood, that we might draw water 
ich joy from the wells of falvation, when hun- 
pry and thirſty our ſoul fainted in us. O that 
„men would praiſe the Lord for his goodneſs, 
and for his wonderful works to the children of 
men (4) !? May this river, the ſtreams where- | 
pf make glad the city of God, be our conſolation 
Wn this dry and thirſty land! ye broken ciſterns 
f this world, finful pleaſures, vain comforts, and 
Wclibts, and our own legal rightecuſneſſes, can 
ou ſupply the place of this fountain of living wa- 
Pers: How miſerably ſhall they be diſappointed, 
ho exchange the one for the other? They ſhall 
Wome back with their pitchers empty; they ſhall 
be aſhamed and confounded, and cover their 
Whcads, How juſtly they deſerve that God ſhould 
Wbricg upon them the waters of the river, ſtrong 
nd many, and pour upon them the fury of his 
Wnger, that refuſe the waters of Shiloah that go 
Woftly ! Open, O Lord, the ears of ſinners to hear 
Why gracious invitation, “ Ho, every one that 
* thirſteth, come ye to the waters (b).” Open 
their eyes te ſee this well, as once thou opened 
ne eyes of Hagar in the wilderneſs, leſt in hell 
they lift up their eyes in torment, without a drop 
to cool their tongue, O grant us to believe on 
him, that we may never thirſt 


(a) Pal. cvit. 2. (0) 16 ba 1. 
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j VI. The brazen Log ans 15 
H E. hoſt of Ifrael had log aper ee the 90 
deſolate wilderneſs, and finding no end of i * 
| their wanderings; ; inſtead,of accepting, this puniſh, ; ed. 
ment of their iniquity from the hand of the Lord, 
again they murmur againſt him hand Moſes, and *: 
under value their heavenly pr oviſion, though the | 
food of angels. The incenſed JeHo van com: 
mands the ſerpents to bite them, The ſerpents 

obeyed, and many of the people died. The far 
vivors, convinced of their Oe their fault 
and beg that Moſes would. intercede for them with 
their offended God. Moſes hearkens to the peo 
ple, and the Lord was. intreated of him, But 
obſerve the ſtrange manner- wherein the cure way 
wrought. Does he kill theſe poiſonous. and fiery 
flying ſerpents outright? No. Does he drive 
them to ſome. diſtant region of the earth, or re. 
mote corner of the wilderneſs, where the Iſrael. 
ites would be annoyed with them no more? Nor 
this neither. Or does he reſtrain theſe noxious 
creatures from ſtinging them, which was. alſo pol. MW 
ſible, though they ſwarmed in the camp? None Wl 
of all theſe, . The ſerpents are ſuffered to live; 
ſuffered to remain in the camp; and ſuffered to 
bite as before, Bur a brazen Erpent 1 bs, by God 


4 tg 
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\ i from . and whindver” ſnatched 
look of this lifeleſs FEY needed not fear ibe 
bite of the living ones; for the wound was not 
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mortal. © Happy art thou, O Ifrael, a people 
« ſaved by the Lord (a)!“ They were hungry, 
and they had miraculous bread ; thirſty, and 
2 they were ſupplied with miraculous drink ; now 
Whey are lick and wounded, and they are favour: 
ea with miraculous medicine. Here indeed the 
ſcripture was fulfilled in the moſt literal ſenſe : 
Fools, becauſe of their tranſgreſſion, and be- 
b e cauſe of their iniquities, are afflicted. Their 
« ſoul abhorreth all manner of meat, and they 
© draw near to the gates of death. Then they 
« cry unto the Lord in their trouble; he ſaveth 
them out of their diſtreſſes. He ſent his word, 
and healed them, 

„ their deſtrudions 8 8 


recovery by Jeſus Chriſt, who, from this very 
thing, preached to Nicodeams the doctrine of his 
croſs ; For as Moſes,” 
* N in the wilderneſs, even ſo mult the 
te Son of 1 man be feed up (e). cb 


: 
Wer hl 
4 


Tur devil and li angels, theſe are the fiery 
Aying ſerpents, who, though inviſible tothe eve, 


the ir deadly poiſon through the whole maſs of hu- 


«4s 
La) Dis xxxiii, 29. (5) Pfal. evil. 17. 18. 15. 20· 
| (9 John, l. bs 


and delivered them from 


Lr us ; behold, in this eminent figure, at once 
our miſerable ſtate by fin, and the method of our 
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faith he, * lifted up the 


have ſtung the race of Ada m, and have infinuatell 


man nature; for which we may take up the pro- | 
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e and the whole heart faint (a). Ever ſince ve 
brake over the hedge of the divine law, theſe (:r. oe 
pents have inceſſantly bit us. This makes che 
world a terrible wilder neſs indeed, a land of troy. ene 
ble and anguiſh, whence come the viper and the 
fiery flying ſerpent. It is true, the wounds that 
are made by the ſcorpions of hell, may ſeem bu 
light at the firſt ; for many a time they have ſtrick. * 
en us, and we are not grieved. But as the un. e 
happy IIraelite ſoon perceived the deadly venon 
drinking up his vitals; fo ſhall the devil's ficry| 
darts, ſooner or latter, inflame the conſcience, ani 
never ſail to enkindle in the heart a burning fever 
of unſatisfied and irregular deſires. It was on} 
the death of the mortal bedy that threatened the 

ſtung Uſraelite. But the ſoul, the immortal ſoul 
ts endangered by the bite of the infernal ſerpent, 
unleſs an antidote can be found. And this anti. 

dote is the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, of which thy ſer: 
ven, Moſes, was a figure. 
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II may perhaps ſeem odd at firſt, that ſo non. 
ous and hateful a creature as the ſerpent ſhovld 
be made an emblem of the amiable and benef. 

cent Redeemer ; eſpecially when we conſider thi 
the ſerpent is a name commonly appropriated td 
the grand adverſary of God and man; and in the 
ſcripture ſtile wicked men are called ſerpents, 
and a generation of vipers. But let us reflect u 
v hom he is a ſerpent; for he is to the devil vl 
this malicious Wy is unto us, that 1 is, his des 
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firoyer. , Why ſhould it not be equally proper 
to compare the gracious Redeemer to the ſerpent 
8 to the lion, both which are names of his great 
enemy? ; What is the ſtrength of the roaring lion 
of hell, to his ſirength who is the Lion of the tribe 
of Judah ? And what is the ſubtlety of the devil, 
the old ſerpent, to the wiſdom of Jeſus Chriſt, the 
new? Beſides, the ſerpent being the firſt curſed 
creature, may, even on this account, be pitched 
on as a type of him who was to become a curſe 
for us. But whereas the ſerpent of Moſes was 
void of poiſon, and wore no ſting, for it was only 
the form of a ſerpent ; it is natural here to think, 
bow Jeſus Chriſt only appeared in the likeneſs of 
ſinful fleſh, but was utterly a ſtranger to the ve- 
nom of ſin, though in all other things made like 
to us, whoſe poiſon is as the poiſon of a ſerpent. 
Whether the ſtrength and luſtre of the braſs 
might be a faint ſhadow of the ſtrength and glory 


of chat wonder ful perſon, the Cad m. ] hell 
not affirm, 


Bur the lifting up this ſerpent ſ:ems an evi- 
dent prediction of that death which Chriſt ſhould - 
die. Here he is evidentlagſigt forth crucified be- 
fore us, as we are taught by himſelf, who is the 
end of the law for righteouſneſs, when ſpeaking of 
the death he ſhould die, © and 1,” ſays he, “ If 1 
be lifted, up from the earth, will draw all men 
© after.me.(4).” The ſerpent was lifted up on a 


80 THING Fe was lifted * on * 9 _ ' 
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tree. The ſerpent was Iifred up by Moses, the 
figure of the law; and Chriſt was, by the law, ſub. 
| jected ' to endure the crols, The ferpent wa; 
lifted up in the moſt conſpicuous manner amid 
the camp of Iſrael; and the crucifixion of the 
Son of God was tranſacted, in the moſt public 
manner at Jeruſalem, the metropolis of 3 
It was God who commanded the ſerpent to be 
lifted up in the wilderneſs; and it was God 1 
commanded the Lord and Saviour to lay down 
kis life, and adjuſted, by his determinate counſe], 
all the ſhameful, and all the painful circumſtances 
of that awful and amazing ſcene. If it had not 
been with a vie y to its elevation on the pole, 
Moſes had not been ordered to make this brazen 
image; nor would the Son of God appeared in 
the likeneſs of a man, but with an intention to. 
expire on che croſs, and give his life a ranſom for 
many. The ſerpent was lifted up, that whoſo- 
ever beheld it, might be healed and live; and 
Chriſt was crucified, that whoſoever” believeth 
in him, 9 on not . vgs 8 gh 
Hfe. * 8 | 

THAT a wounded ieee ſnould be ſaved by 
looking, and a periſhing ſinner by believing, are 
things that bear no ſmall reſemblance to each o- 
ther. Fer what is believing on him, but ſeeing 
bim who is inviſiole, that, like Moſes, we may 
endure ? What is it but looking on him whom we 
have pierced, that we may mourn ? How fitly 
= may the glorious words in the prophet Iſaiah 
come from the mouth of, the neee Redeemer, 
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« Look unto me, and be ſaved, all ye ends of 


« the earth; for I am God, and there is none 


us more particularly obſerve” the 8 of their 
— to ours. 


* » 
* „„ 1 


Ir Was a | mithod of cure ſolely contrived and 


have imagined in a dream, that to look at a dead 
ſerpent of braſs, Would cure the bite of a living 


Inouncing it a proper expedient, that ſhe would 


true what ſo ae affirm, that the ſight of burnithed 
braſs 18 natur ally pernicious to them who 2 re bit. 


ſerted, that to ſee but the ſhape of any venomous 
reature, increaſes the torment of the unhappy 


f our recovery by the croſs of Jeſus Chriſt, 1s a 
device that claims God himſelf for ics only origi- 


Wal. The world, by wiſdom, never would have ar- 


hat periſh fooliſhneſs: but to them that are ſa - 
ed, it is the wiſdom of God, and the power of 
od unto falyation, to every one who believe th. 
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«elſe; beſides'me there is no Saviour (a)? Let N 
e of God, from whoſe ordinance alone it 
received its efficacy. Who would ſo much as 

ſerpent? Should Reaſon be allowed to give her 
verdict, ſhe would perhaps be ſo far from pro 
rather judge it a groſs abſurdity; eſpecially if it be 


tea of ſerpents; and if it be true, what is alſo aſ. 


ſulferer whom it bit. Ex. ctly ſo; the method 


ired at the knowledge of it; nay, it is a thing 
hey are highly offended with; for it is in them 


Though reaſon would not have thought, God 
las ordained it. 'To this alone muſt all its s ell. 
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748 | Typical Things, ; Book It, 
cacy be aſcribed : for it is the will of the Fa. 
«© ther, that whoſoever ſeeth the ſon, and be. 
lie ves on him, ſhould not periſh, but have e. 
„, yerlaſting life (a).“ : | 


th; 
Ix was a method of cure that never failed, be. 
ing no leſs ſure than ſtrange. Not an Ifraelits Wi ©© 
died, as Moſes affures us, who looked at the bra. W 
zen ſerpent. Where were they ever alhamed che 
chat put their truſt in Chriſt? Were they eve 
diſappointed in their expectations, that believes © 
in him for everlaſting life? . bows 
"wad Or 
Ir us a method of cure that might be eaſy th 
put in practice by an Iſraelite, if he was not blind th: 
Perhaps he might happen to receive his wound u kit 
ſome remote place of the camp; and though it ve 
ſhould have affected him in ſuch a manner, hu e. 
he could neither move hand nor foot, yet wit- wt 
out ſtirring from the place where he was, without ſe 
ſending for phyſicians to apply their medicines, d. 
he was ſaved. by one glance of his eye. In lk 21 
manner, if the god of this world has not blind ce 
our minds, we are ſaved, not by working, but H th 
bclieving. The works of the law are phyſicia lo 
of no value to the diſtreſſed oonſcience; bu gr 
Chrilt is a preſent help, and to find him we neil 
neither climb up into heaven, nor deſcend into ke 
the deep. 5 5 
Tr was a remedy that WOT be «I as ow 
el 


ten as there was occaſion for it. So Chriſt is the 


(a) John vi, 40. 


The brazen Serpent. 149 
propitiation for our ſins, to whom we may war- 
rantably have recourſe as often as we are wounded 
by helliſh temptations. and in every time of need. 
Yet let no abuſcr of this heavenly doctrine infer, 
that becauſe the remedy is at hand, we may be 
careleſs and ſecure, and expoſe l at ran- 
dom to the painful ſtings of the infernal ſerpents. 
What Iſraelice wou d been ſo mad as to handle 
theſe hateful creatures, and court them to inſtil 
their venom, with no other deſign than to try the 
experiment of the brazen ſerpent's virtue? Would 
not this been a horrid perverſion of that healing 
| ordinance, and at leaſt a tempting the Lord? But 
the truth is, the human race do not more abhor 
the touch and neighbourhood of ſerpents of every 
kind, than an Iſraelite indeed, or a lincere belie- 
ver, when acting up to his character, will abhor 
even all reproaches to temptation. It is every 
whit as reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that becauſe the 
ſerpents in the wilderneſs. were not permitted to 
d. ſtroy the Iſraelites, by reaſon of their heavenly 
-autidote, therefore they loved the ſerpents, and 
celighted in their ſociety; as it is to ſuppole, that 
the true Chriſtian can be encouraged to ſin, or 
love that which he hates, becauſe of abouriding, 
grace. 


all doubt, to the Iſraelite Who uſed it, though 
| his viſive faculty had been ever ſo weak. So the 
weakeſt faith, if genuine, is as ſaving as the W 
„ its object is the ſame. 


IT was a sch i 80 ee effedual, ah ; 


* 
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; | Tr was, in ſhort, a remedy that afcribed the 
why glory to God; even as in the work of out 


ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt, all boaſting is excluded, 
While the believing ſoul treads upon the adder, 
and tramples the dragon under feet, and an 

% death, where is thy ſting (a)? O Satan, 
| Where is thy power? let him alſo ſay, © Thanks 
« be unto God, that gives us the victory throu Zb; 
a « Jeſus Chriſt our Lord (6).”* 


vi. Thughts on the Vail * Moſes, 


Tis lawgiver of the Jews having aſcended 
the ſecond time to mount Sinai, where he 
obtained a ſight of the divine glory, and got the 
ſecond tables inſcribed anew, with the finger of 
God, after the firſt were broken, now deſcends 
to the camp with the tables in his hand, bur is 
greatly ſurpriſed to ſee his brother Aaron, and 
other Ifraelites, filled with perturbation at his ap- 
proach, and afraid to look him in the face. Such 
horror might indeed have well become them the 
firſt time he deſcended; for they had, during hi 
abſence, been guilty of that almoſt unpardonable 
crime, the making the golden calf, which they 
could not but ſuſpect would be highly reſented 
boch by God and Moſes, But now their peace 


was made, and their prophet comes with the 
pledges of reconciliation. in his hand, what can 


be the reaſon (might he ſay to himſelf) of my 
(a) Cor. xv. 55 a (8) Yer, Sv 74. 
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brethrens running away from me, as I were till 

their enemy? The face of Moſes was equally 

meek as before; but though the features were the 
fame, it ſhone with a glory viſible to every body 
but himſelf. This erange phenomenon was the 

cauſe Hf that awful diſtance they kept. But per. 

ceiving that his voice was the ſame, though his 
face was altered, they reſume their courage, and 
venture to approach him, though Mill they dare 

not come to any cloſe interview with their ſh' ning 

lawgiver, till, in condeſcenſion to their weakneſs, 
he put a vail upon his glorious face. Such ho- 

nour it pleaſed. God to confer on his faithful ſer. 

| vant, not only to inſpire the minds of the Iſrael- 
tes with greater reverence for him, but chiefly to 
dignify that diſpenſation of which he was the mi. 
niſter. We are not told how long this miraculous. 
brightneſs laſted, but in all appearance it was not 
of long duration, and vanithed pradually away, to 
fignify the tranſient nature of that economy, 
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MosEs himſelf, perhaps, intended no more by 
vailing his face, than what is expreſſed in che hi. 
ſtory. However, the wiſdom of the Holy Ghoſt 
having given us an allegorical interpretation of 
this action, by-the mouth of the apoſtle Paul, let 
us dwell . it a little. 5 


Tus vail upon the fact of Moſes, according ti to 
that eminent apeſtle, did ſignify, chat, partly 
through. the obſcurity of their law, and partly 
rough the Wave of their cap the _ 
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ren of Iſrael could not. ſtedfaſtly lock to the end 
of that whi ch was aboliſhed. Now that which 
was abolithed is their legal diſpenſation, and the 
end of that which was aboliſhed is Jeſus Chriſt 
— "himſelf, who is the end of we law for righteouſ. 
neſs, as having fulfilled its meaning, cancelled its 

authority, and introduced in its room a far more 
= exceſtent ron | 


Wuar ! ! may ſome reply, did Ifrael not know 
the meaning of their law ? Was it the intention 
of the Almighty to conceal from them a thing in 
which they are ſo highly intereſted ? Had they 
no ſufficient intimations, that their ritual inſtitu. 
tions did point at becter things, and were, in fu. 


ture time, capable of repeal, and would Way. 


receive an end? 2 


— 


Ix anſwer to this, it is not at tall t but 
| there were many things in the writings and lay 
of Moſes, that not obſcurely hinted its true de. 
ſign. The vail of Moſes was not ſo thick and 
broad, but ſome rays of his light did actual) 
% NAY Even as the darknefs and blackneſs that 
involved the frighted fammit of mount Sinai, was 

- interſperſed with flathes of lightning, and gleams 


of fire, The attentive Iſraelite, who meditated . 


upon the law of the Lord day and night, might 


'Fnow: that more was meant than was plainly | 


i "expreſſed. The conſtant expectation of a Meſlias, 
Which univerſally obtaĩned in alk ages of the Jew- 
ih church,. mighty fully convince them of the 
weakneſs of their rites, to do what they ſeemed 

to promiſe, and that the ceremonial law was far 
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from being the whole of their religion. They | 
had it hinted unto them in the dying benedictioon 
of their great forefather, that their judicial law [is 
mould not be always obſerved, but that a period 1 
ſhould arrive, when the ſceptre ſhowld depart from ³ü 
the royal tribe. A ſmall meaſure of acquaintance th 
with their own hearts might have eaſily perſuaded 1 
them, that the demands of the moral law, or ten ii 
commandments, were too rigid for them ever to 1 
hope juſtification, by their compliance with them: ä 0 
for however much it may be thought, by ſuperfi- = | 
cial obſervers, that the firſt nine precepts in the 1 1 
Jaw may be fulfilled by an imperfect creature; Ml 
yet it is evident, that the very letter of the 3 104 
commandment forbids the ſins of the heart, and 1 
all the motions of concupiſcence, How can the Wn 
proudeſt legali(t plume himſelf with the fooliſh _ I; 
conceit of being able to conform himſelf in all re- 1 
ſpe cis to the very letter of the law, when the ve- " 
ry letter of the law ſays, Thou ſhalt not co- W 
«vet (a) ?*—If then there were many Iſraelites i 
who reſted in their law, without looking any fur. Wh 
ther, and fondly imagined that it was able to give 
them eternal life, this fatal miſtake was not chief. 1 
ly Owing to the obſcurity of their diſpenſation, 1 
but to the blindneſs of their hearts, that were. 1 

| hard as the ſtones on which their law was Write 4 y 
ten, and vailed as their lawgiver's ace. e ih 
Bur, after al, it muſt be confeſſed, the law 1 { 
and holy books of Moſes, have much obſcurity i in L 'F 
(a) Exed. . 17. . = 


4 154 MO Typical Things, 5 Bock ll. 
them, when compared with the . plainneſs ble 


ſpeech uſed by the apoſtles in the New. Tet. No ob 
ment, They may be compared to a fine picture Mice k 


placed in a dark corner, though its principal f. Wltcouſ 
gures may be diſcerned by a penetrating eye: iti; Need 
however, impoſſible the delicate touches of the being 
pencil, the diſtributions of light and ſhade, the 
beauty of the tints, the elegancy of the deſign hon! 
can be thoroughly perceived by the moſt vigorous Will: + 
ſight, till che finiſhed piece is tranſlated ſrom its Wn w. 


obſcure ſituation, and ſet in an advantageous ew 
light. „„ 4 TT, = Wh 


Ons that reads the writings of Moſes, a 
throws but a curſory glance over the moral, the 
ceremonial, and the judicial law, without remem- 

bering that, like Moſes, they put a vail on their 
face, would be very apt to miſtake the true de. 
ſign of the whole ſyſtem, and to entertain many 
erronecus opinions, that are really inconſiſtent 
With its original i intention, though they ſeem to 
be founded upon it. One would think, the cere- 
monial worſhip, preſcribed ſo minutely by Moſes, 
muſt certainly have been very acceptable to God, 
even for its own fake, or he would never been at 
the pains to adjuft, by his expreſs authority, the 
ſmalleſt circumſtances relative unto it. One 
would almoſt imagine, that the Deity took plea · 
ſure to eat the fleth of bulls, and drink the blood 
of goats: that he is pleaſed even with outward 

| corporal uncleanneſſes; ; that the beauty of his 
worſhip conſiſts in the outward pomp of fplendid 
rites z that the blood of ſlaughtered beaſts was 
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ple to take away ſin ; that man has (till a power. 
to obey the moral law that we muſt enter into 
life by keeping the commandments ; that righ. \ 
teouſneſs ſhall come by the law; that the vatural 
ſeed of Abraham could never be rejected from 
being the people of God; that their civil ſtate 
ould never be Wage, and their ceremonies 
ſhovld never be aboliſhed. Theſe, and many ſuch | 
ſalſe opinions, might been ſuggeſted by the terms 
n which the law is uttered : and many a carnal 
ew was taken in this ſnare. Even “ unto this 
© day, when Moſes is read, the vail is upon 
( their hearts (a).“ 


In vain did the prophets endeavour to pull this | 
ail aſide, and reclaim from theſe vain imagina- 
ions that ſtiff-necked people, the bulk of whom 
Perſevere in their abſurd prejudices, and preſump. | 
uous expeRations, to this very day, 


Ir any ſhould ! inquire, why the en of 
he divine will was not equally plain in the paſt as 
n the preſent age? why the God with whom 
cht dwells would deliver a law to this pecple, 
f which the true deſign and genuine ſcope was 
dot obvious at the firſt view)? It is not for us to 
live into the eternal counſels, it was the will of 
d that it ſhould be ſo; and who dares ſay to 
tim, © What doſt thou (b)?” Let us rather ob- 
rve how the vail was gradually removed, till 
oſes ſtands confeſſed, and the delign of his 


(a) * Cor, i 35 5 Is 6 Job ix. 12. 
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economy is no longer a myſtery, über the reve. 
lation of Jos n. 1 


ben is ſaid in the prophetic ſeripturee, that 

might have undeceived the blind Jews, and taught 
them to abate their vain confidence in their na. 
tional privileges, their ceremonial obſervance 
and their moral righteouſneſſes. The grand doe, 
trines of Chriſtianity, relating to the perſon, the 
character, and mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, are laid 
down in theſe venerable writings with greater pers 
ſpicuity than in the books of Moſes. But thy 
the prophets harmoniouſly conſpire in giving their 
ſuffrage to every Chriſtian doctrine; yet {till thij 
put upon their face the vail of poetical figure, 
and ceremonial phraſes. They deſcribe fpiritul 
bleſſings by images of civil peace and plenty, 
With them the victory of Jeſus Chriſt is the tread: 
ing of a wine- preſs, in which the wine is the 
blood of ſlaughtered enemies; prayer is incenfe, 
and a pure offering ; converſion is going up ty 


Jeruſalem ; goſpel-worſhip is the celebration d 
the feſtivals of the Jews. 


CHER 


Bur now comes folk the Baptiſt, the harbir 
ger of Chriſt, who taſks Rill plainer than Mot, 
or the prophets; and. inſtead of commending the 

| Levitical ſacrifices, he invites his hearers to f 
gard that unknown, perſon, to whom he pointy 
s the complement of them all, © Behold the Laut 
« 9 God, that takes away the fin of the world ON 


{a) John i, 29, 
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Bur by the miniſtry of Chriſt, and his bleſſed 


vail on Moſes? face entirely done away. The 
Jowly birth, indigent life, and ignominious death 
of the Meſſias himſelf, was an inconteſtible proof, 
that his kin gdom is not of this world, as the Jews 
expected. Though he was the great High Prieſt, 
he gave no attendance at the altar ; and his fore- 


the temple. This was a plain declaration, that 
he was come to abrogate theſe ancient-rites. But 


appear how it was calculated to remove the vail, 
and cure the prejudices of rhe miſtaken Jews. 
He taught, that a man is not defiled by what en- 
ters in at the mouth; foretold, that their city and 
temple, the centre of their worſhip, ſhould be ra- 
zed, and that a ſpiritual worſhip ſhould be eſtabliſh- 
ed over all the world, and might be preſente d unto 
God in every place. That he might pave the 
way for explaining the grand doctrine of juſtifica- 
tion by his imputed righteouſneſs, he expatiated 


quently inculcated the ſad depravity of human na- 
ture. He ſpoke of himſelf as the fultiller of all 


Bur after his aſcenſion , he inſpired his eb lee 


remove that vail which Moſes put upon his face. 


zpoſtles, the law is wholly unmaſked, and the 


runner, though born a 6 officiated i in 


if we at:end to the ſtrain of his doctrine, it will 


vpon the vaſt extent of the moral law, and fre. 


righteouſneſs, thre heavenly manna, and the anti- 
type of the went lifted up in the wilderneſs. © 


to finiſh what he had only begun, and completely 


By their apoſtolic decree, they inſtructed the 
Chriſtian Gentilesin in cheuNey-Tellament ib n | 
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and by their epiſtles, addrefſed to the primitive 
Churches, they entirely diſſipated the obſcurity of 
the Old Teſtament ſnadows. Now it appears, 
that the kingdom of God is not meats and drinks, 
but righteouſneſs, and peace, and joy in the Holy 
Ghoſt ; that the Moſaic law was only a ſchool. 
ler to tutor the church in her childiſh ſtate, 
and train her up for a more perſect inſtirution, 
Now we plainly fee, that righteouſneſs cannot 
' poſſibly come by the law, nor pardon by the (a- 
crifices, If the vail is not till upon cur hearts, 
we may behold, with «pen face, the glory of the 
„Lord, and be changed into the ſame image, from 


glory to glory. Now the face of the cover: ing ; 
' pread over all people, and the vail caſt over all a 
na tions, is entirely deſtroyed ; and therefore, 0 & 
- houſe of Iſrael, come and let us walk i in the light 1 
of the e Lord. 88 b 
Ts þ 
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creature devoted to God was in a ſolemn man- 4 
ner deſtroyed in his preſence, for ſacred ends; 1 
and it was a mode of worſhip that obtained in the b 
moſt early ages of the world. It may not only 
be traced up to the famous æra of giving the law 5 
from mount Sinai; ; for the ancient patriarchs did . 
commonly practiſe it. How many altars were x 
| built by Abraham, and his grandchild Jacob ? 1 
Mclchizedec was a prieſt of the moſt hiph God; i 


* offered ſacrifices pou for 2 children and — 
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ky his friends:; and God ſmelled a favour of reſt, 
when Noah ſacrificed clean beaſts and birds upon 
the altar which he built unto the Lord. But 
why do I mention theſe venerable perſonages as 
the moſt ancient practiſers of ſacrificial worthip, 
when it may be more than conjectured, that A- 
dam himſelf did uſe it? Can we think, when 
Abel offered unto the Lord the firſtlings of his 
lock, that his father did not iuſtruct him to te- 
ſtify in this manner his fear of the Lord? And 
what ſhall we fay of the coats of ſkins which the 
Lord made for them, or directed them to make? 
The beaſts to whom they belonged, cannot, ſo 
ſoon after the creation, be ſuppoſed to have died 
of age; they behoved therefore to be {lain. How - 
natural to ſuppoſe that. they we re ſlain in ſacri- 
ſice, rather than for any other uſe ? Perhaps, it 
was not without a myſtery, that the ſkins of theſe 
beaſts ſhould clothe their bodies, whoſe, blood 
made atonement for their ſouls. To be hort 
then, though we can by no means aſſent, that, in 
the ſtate of innocence, there would been the leaſt 


2 occaſion for them, they ſeem, however, to be as 
5 ancient as the promiſe about the ſeed of the wo- 

: man, Who was to have his heel bruiſed, while ne: 

1 bruiled the ſerpent's head. 1 3 

y T. ur ant; quity of Ratlübes being ſuppoſed, let 

us now ſee by whoſe | authority they were firſt 

5 injoined. And it will be certainly found, that 


as their date is ancient ; their original is divine. n 
That God preſcribed them to his choſen people, 
is not Jiſpured ; for a great part of the facred 


2 


— 
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volume is occupied indeſcribing the various laws 
by which this ſpecies of worſhip ſhould be adjuſt. 
ed. But what ſhall we think of the ſacrifices 
that were offered by the patriarchs before the 
law? Were they acts of will-worſhip? Did 


they contrive this mode of adoration from their 


on brains? Did the light ofnature dictate, that 
the Deity could be delighted with butchering, 
f1:ying, and burning a harmleſs brute, or other. 
wiſe deſtroying creatures that were inanimate ?. 
No: neither did the light of nature dict ite them, 
nor blind ſuperſtitien, but the ſovereign will, and 
'politive command of God, is their original war. 
rant. Be it ſo we read of the practice, before 
we road of the precept, ſtill, from the former, we 
may fairly infer che latter: for ſuch eminent 
ſaints would never have adventured to expreſs 


their devotion in ſuch a ſtrange manner, if they | 


had not been require to do ſo by the declared 
will of God. Indeed, without ſach a perſu iſion, 
they could not have offered in faith: and we are 


s ſſured, by an authority too great to be contro - 


verted, that the firſt man, whoſe ſacrifice is ex 
prefsly mentioned in ſcripture, offered, through 
faith, a more exellent facrifice than Cain, of 


which the Deity was pleaſed to teſtify his hae 


tance, by ſome diſtinguiſhing marks of regard. 

Now, let us even ſuppoſe theſe primitive believers 
might been ſo preſumptuous as to invent, or prac- 

tiſe, without the command of God, ſuch bloody 
rites ; it can. never be admitted, that God, who 


has, upon all occaſions, teſtified his diſpleaſure a- 


gainſt the inventions of men jp his worſhip, would 
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have ſmiled upon ſuch ſelf.deviſed modes of #4, 
ration. Inſtead of teſtifying of their gifts, and 
accepting their burnt-offerings, would he not ra- 
ther have upbraided them, as in the words of that 
well. known reproof, « Who hath required this- 
« at your hands (a)?” Upon the whole, then, 


it is eaſy to ſee, that ſacrifices were not offered 
without the command of God. And it is more 


than probable, that the precept and the practice 
are of equal age; that theſe holy rites were com- 


manded immediately after the re · admiſſion of our 


fir ſt parents into the divine favour, upon the back. 
of their apoſtacy ; that the univerſal cuſtom of 
ſacrificing was received by tradition from the firſt. 
man z— and that, after the true deſign of the inſti - 

tution was loſt among t the degenerate nations, the- 


cer. itſelf, was ſtill prelerved. 


W ELL then, the cuſtom was ancient, was 1 - 
vine; 3 and ſurely it was for ſome important end 
God would command, aud the beſt of men prac- 

tiſe it, for the ſpace. of four thouſand years. 
What could move the eternal- Majeſty to require, 
for fo long a a time, that acrifices ſhould be an eſ⸗ 


ſential part of his 128 2.50 ? Was there any real 


excellency in theſe actions, that wight render 
them pleaſing 1 to God for their own ſake? Were : 
they to be put on an equal © or ſuperior footing ta 
acts of moral ſer vice? Not at all. Himſelf de- 
clares, in the moſt politive manner, even in the : 


ge of facrifices,. that, we to offer thankſgiving, 


a (a) IC. 1 1. 12. 1 
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and pay their vows; to do juſtly, and love 
% mercy (a), were actions far preferable to load - 
ing his altar with the moſt coſtly oblations: that 
though men had been ever fo punctual in this 
kind of worſhip, they were not immediately en. 
ritled to the character of ſaints, whatever courſe 
of action they ſteered in their other deportment 
towards God, or their fellow-creatures. Yea, 
fo far were ſacrifices from being able to recom- 
mend the perſons of wicked ſinners to God, that, 
on the contrary, their ſins, when reſolutely per. 
fiſted in, rendered not only their perſons, but 
their ſacrifices, deteſtable unto him. He lothed, 
he deſpiſed, he abhorred, his ſoul was weary to 
bear them. That they did really atone for ceremo- 
nial guilt, or ſanctify to the purifying of the fleſh, 
may indeed be allowed; but that they could real- 


ly atone for moral guilt, purge the conſcience: 


from dead works, or be acceptable te the divine 
Majeſty for their own fake, is denied by ſerip - 


ture, reaſon, and. even by the ſacrifices them · 


felves.— It is denied by ſcripture. For, in the 


Prophet Micah, rivers of oil, and thouſands of: 


rams, are degled to be an ahve propitiation. 


And this needs not be wondered at; for what is 
fill more, the firſt born, we are aſſured in the 


ſame place, would not be accepted for tranſ: 


greſſion, nor the fruit of the body for the fin of 
the ſoul.— It is denied: by reaſon.— For reaſon 
herſelf being judge, where were the juſtice to pu- 
nil a harmleſs beaſt for the ſins of its owner. * 


(a) Pf, I. 14. Micah. vi. 8: 4. 
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What proportion betwixt the ſin of a man, and 
the ſufferings of a brute? Can the Majelty of hea. 
ven indeed be prevailed upon to lay atide his juſt 
anger for ſuch 4 puny ſatisfaction? Then, Sinai, 
thy thunders are vaniſhed into ſmoke, and there 
was no ocaſion to publith, with ſuch ſolemnity 
and terror, to the trembling Iſraelites, that fiery 


law, whoſe curſes may be fo eaſily avoided. —But 


let us aſk even the ſacrifices themſelves, they will 
confeſs their inſufficiency to expiate moral guilt z. 
for there were many ſins that were not to be pur. 
ped with ſacrifice or offering. Let David bear 
witneſs, who ſiys to God concerning his compli. 
cated. crime of adultery and dehberate murder, 
Thau deſireſt not ſacrifice, elſe would I give 


“it: thou delighteſt not in burnt-offering (a).“ 


Beſides, the repetition of theſe ſicrifices is a moſty 
invincible proof, that it was not in them to make 
them perfect that offered: for then, would they 
not have ceaſed to be offered? Surely they would 3. 
for the worſhippers, once purged, ſhould. _ 
had no more conſcience of lin. 


Was $. it; u then iinpdible that the blood of . 
and goats ſhould. take away ſin, notwithſtanding 
the antiquity and divine original of the cuſtom to- 
offer ſacrifice ?. Having removed the falſe end of 
their inſtitution, let us examine into their real 
intention, and we ſhall have a particular eye to 
the offerings under the economy of Moſes. And 
kere it will not be contradicted, though one 


n 
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ſhould- affirm, that ſundry circumſtances. in the 
law of facrifices might be intended to convey mo. 
ral inſtructions. For inſtance, that the brutiſh 
qualities of the ſacriſced beaſts might ſignify the 
vices or luſts which we ought to; mortify for the 
honour of God; or that the virtuous: qualities 


of the victim, ſuppoſe meekne ſe, patience, and 


the like, might denote thoſe graces and virtues 
which the worſhipper of God ſhould cultivate in 
his own heart. Tt muſt nat be denied, that the 
ancient ceremonial worſhip might be a figure of 
that reaſonable ſervice, which is ever due to the 
ſupreme Being in all the. different ſtates of the 
rational creature. But though theſe, and other 
conſiderations, - may have their proper weight 
and place, we have not yet found out the ade. 
quate [reaſon of theſe my ſterious inſtitutions. In 


thy bloody death, O Jefus, we ſee the great an · 


tirype of thefe legal oblations ! Moſt certainly 
they were public acknowledgments of guilt, and 
profeſſions of faith in the grand propitiation, 
which they believed ſhould: appear in the end of 


the world. Tell us, thou ſweet ſinger of Iſrael, 


Who is be that ſhall do for m what the law could 
pot do! In the fortieth pſalm, David, ſpeaking 
not of himfelf, but of a far more glorious perſon, 
has theſe moſt emphatical words: Sacrifice 
% and offering thou didſt not deſire: burnt- of. 


«fering and ſin · offering haſt thou not required. 


e Then faid I, Lo, I come to do thy will, O 


4 God (a).“ It Was not Chriſt who came to ime 
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tate the ſacrifices, but the ſacrifices were ordain« 


ed to prefigure him. They were the ſhadow of 
fature good things, but the body is of Chriſt, 

When Chriſt was firſt revealed, the ſacrifices 
ſeem to have been practiſed; and when he died, 
they ceaſed to be offered. The temple heard his 
dying groan, and rent her vail in preſence of the 


From this time forth ſhall your office be vacated, 


ye legal prieſts ! Ye beaſts of the field, no more 


ſhall ye ſmoke as victims on God's altar, for 
the merciful High Prieſt has now given H1MSELF 
an offering and a ſacrifice of a ſweet-ſmelling ſa» 
vour unto God! Now if, with the prediction of 


ſtance ? Set this relation aſide, and it is im- 
poſſible to vindicate, to any advantage, the origis 
nal appointment of facrifices, or to account for 
their abolition after they were injoined. Should 
any be contentious in this point, we have an en- 
tire book in the canon of the New. Teſtament, 


in which the / profeſſed argument is the reſem · 
blance of the Old. Teſtameut facrifices to the 


true propitiation. Let us here glance at ſome of 


the moſt glaring parallels only, bet wixt the ſacri- 


hives of Moſes and the lacrifice of hae. Chriſt. 


A Grit, we may ache notice of the qua» 


lties of the D creatures, eſpecially of the 


animal kind, It was not left as a matter of in- 


difference, and wholly in the option of God's 


prieſthood, as they offered the evening - ſacrifice. 


his death they began, and ended with the accom» 
pliſhment, what can be more plain than the re- 
lation betwixt them, as the ſnadow and the ſub- 
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W people, with what victims they ſhould 


Topical Things: 


Rain his altars. They behoved to be clean crea. 


tures, according to the law, fit to be eaten for 
the ſupport of. human life, and to be one with 
the offerer, in ſome. ſenſe, by their aptitude for 
digeſtion into the ſubſtance of his body. This 


was an evident memorial of the ſanctity of the 


great Propitiation, and that he ſnhould be a par. 
4aker of the ſame fleſh and blood with thoſe for 


whom he ſhould die; for it was requiſite, that 


both he that ſanctifieth, and they that are ſand. 
ked, be all of one,— The integrity and perfection 


which God required in the bodies of theſe beaſts 
may eaſily be accommodated to the glorious An · 


titype, who would been whelly incapacitate, by 


any the ſmalleſt blemiſh, from the diſcharge of 
his prieſtly function. For though it became the 


typical nation of the Jews to have an high prieſt 
involved in the ſame guilt of actual tranſgreſſion 


- with his brethren, who was therefore to offer firſt 
for his own ſin, before he preſumed to offer for 


the errors of the people; yet ** ſuch an high 
4 prieſt became us, who is holy, harmleſs, un- 
« defiled, and ſeparated from ſinners (a). 
They were, further, to be valuable and beloved 
creatures, as lambs that are for cloathing, and 


goats that are the price of the field; and he that 


offered them was put to coſt and damage: as in- 


deed, in the firſt ages of mankind, the riches of the | 
moſt opulent poſſeſſor conſiſted chiefly in flocks 


and N e forb' ds us to think" here of 
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Jeſu Chrift being the darling of his Father, and 


precious to them that believe ? O the invaluable 
treaſure of blood that was paid for the redemption 
of the ſoul ! in compariſon hereof, what is fil. 
ver and gold, and all corruptible things? Ran- 
ſack the bowels of the mountains for all the 
glowing gems formed there in dark retirement 
when compared - to the precious blood of the 
Lamb, they are poor and beggarly acquiſitions, and 
converted into pebble ſtones, fit to be trampled 
under feet. Moreover, there behoved to be fonnd, 
in the deſtined victims, ſome amiable qualities, re- 
ſembling moral virtues. They were not permit. 
ted to ſacrifice the ſtupid aſs, or the ſordid ſwine, 

though tame creatures ; far leſs were the fierce 
inhabitants of the Pore, as wolves, bears, lions 

c to come upon God's altar. But the ſacrifices in 
| whichhe delighted, were thegentledove, thepatient 


5 and laborious ox, the meek la nb, and the ſheep 
that is dumb before the ſhearer and the butcher, 
y Who ſees not in theſe characters the very picture 
1 of the meek, lowly, patient, and uncomplaining 
- Saviour of the world, who opened not his mouth 


- when he was led as a lamb to the ſlaughter? A 
d circumſtance this, which, next to the dignity of 
d his perſon, did contribute to th: value of his fa- 
it tistactory death. lx is allo wor chy of notice, that 
* of all theſe beaſts the firit born was molt accept- 
able, -and, according to the law, all tuch were. 
holy unto the Lord. Was not this 2 prelude, that, 
he whom God would give to xpiate our tranſ- 
greſſion ſhould be the firſt bern among nany 


brethren, whom they thould honour as the excel- 


1686 Typical Thingr. Bool l. 
lency of dipnity, and to whom they ſhould owe 
their deliverance from death, and their title to the 
inheritance? I ſhall only furchee Bing, that where. 
as God was not only pleaſed, when the rich men 
offered of their larger cattle, but when poor men 
brought turtle. doves and pigeons z might not 
this put us in mind, how the ſacrifice which Gol 
accepts, is equally acceſſible to the poor and the 
rich? and truly as the legal ſacrifices were 
- (chargeable, in leſs or more, to all that preſented 
thew, the real and better ſacrifice coſts us nothing; 
for we may buy it without money and . 
e 


Fon the qualities of the victims, let us go on 
to the ſacred rites of oblation, and we ſhall find 
ſomething in our great ſacrifice correſponding to 
them all. When the creature that was to lut ren 
der its life for its owner was pitched upon, it was 
brought unto the prieſt, and ſoleinnly ſiſted be. 
fore the Lord. But our Lord Jeſus was notbrought 
by others, like the irrational animal, but he vo- 
luntarily preſented himſelf before the Lord, when 
his time was fully come. Fully apprized of what 
was to be done unto him, he ſet his face to go upto 
_ Jeruſalem, and patiently expected | in the melan- 
choly garden the coming of the traitor, and his 
1 band of armed men, to whom he was to Celiver 
himſelf. The ſacred animal being ſiſted before the 
Lord, was rendered ceremonially guilty, by the 
_ impoſition of hands on its head, and by confeſſing 
over it the ſins of the offerer. It was the Lord 
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_ that laid on him rhe iniquities of us all. 


o jeſus ! it is our guilt alone, that can juſtify the 
Judge of all the ear th in taking pleaſure to braife: 
thee! And this doubtleſs was one great reaſon why 
he opened not his mouth, while the Roman gover# 
nor wondered at his ſilence. It was this conſi- 
deration that fortified his mind at the approach 
of his inconceivably bitter agonies, and held in 

his mouth, as with a bridle, when theſe aſtoniſh- 
ing words dropped from his lips, « Now is my 
« ſoul troubled, and what ſhall I fay EG 17 
the next place, the blood of the innocent animal, 
now made guilty by imputation, was ſhed, was 
poured out, and ſprinkled around; for, “ with- 
ce out the ſhedding of blood was no remiſſion of 
*« fin (a).“ Talk not, ye Papiſts, of an uabloody 
ſacrifice of expiation ! That it is the blood that 
makes atonement for the ſoul, is aſſerted by the 
God of Iſrael himſelf, who expreſsly aſſigus this 
reaſon of the ſtrict prohibition given to his an- 
cient people, No ſoul of you ſhall eat blood, 
. © neither ſhall any ſtranger that ſojourns among 
en you (6).“ It is eaſy to ſee how this prefigured 
the violent death of the Son of God, who poured 
7 out his ſoul unto death, and whoſe blood cleanſes 

n. from all fin.— 1he polling off the4kin from the 
ai butchered animals, dividing their bcdies, and 
er burning them with fire, are certaiuly intended | 
che do denote the e torments he was to en- 
my dure, when the allembly of the wicked incloſed 
ing Him and his heart Was melted in the midſt of. his 
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bowels like wax before the fire — The towering, 
of the ſmoke to heaven, which was ſometimes 
perfumed with burning incenſe, ſignified how ac. 
ceptable the ſacrifice of Chriſt ſhould be ta God, 
and of what ſweet. Gmelling ſavour.——In the 
time of, offering, prayers were offered up. And 
we know, that, in the days of his fleſh, he offered 
up SES and ſtrong cries, to him that was 
able to ſave him from death. ——The blowing of 
_ trumpets, and praiſing God, in the time of the 
holy rites, with muſic vocal and inſtrumental, 
which was often, practiſed, may no doubt put us 
in mind of that praiſe which waiteth for God in 
Zion, on account of purging away our tranſgreſ. 
ſion by himſelf, which would have prevailed for e. 
ver againſtus, — The carrying the blood of the vic. 
tims into the holy place , the figure of the heaven. 
ly ſanctuary, correſponds to the interceſſion of 
aur High Prieſt within the vail, where he appears 
28 a Lamb that has been Main, | 


* Warn 4 holy 1 rites were finiſhed, atonement 
Was made. The guilt of the offerer was aboliſh- 
ed, when his victim was deſtroyed : 8 che anger of 
Bod was in ſome manner appeaſed, and he gave 
ſigns of reconciliation. But, as we ſhewed before, 
it was not in theſe, ceremonial actions to atone for 
any moral guilt, except in a typical way. But 
he whom God hath ſet forth for a propitiation, 
nath, in the moſt proper ſenſe, fully expiated the 
ins of all his people, who have lived, or thall live. 
In his atonement the believers b ancient and 
latter times have rejoiced, as the ſole foundation 
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of their hope. And nations yet unborn ſhall be | 


juſtified by. him, from all things from which they 
could not be Joes by Wolcs Jaw. * - 


Tu fire that came down from heaven, and 
conſumed the ſacrifices, which doubtleſs was kept 


alive by the prieſts upon the altar, way it not an 


emblem of that fierce burning wrath which prey- 
ed upon the foul of the incarnate Son of God ? 


Or was it an emblem of the Holy Spirit, through 


whom he'offered up himſelf, and who is ſtiled the 
Spirit of burning ? or elſe the fire might ſignify 
that fervent love to God and man, which many 


waters could not quench; It was love that 
wrought his death; by this holy and pure flame 


was our AY ſacrifice reduced into aſhes. 


Tur altar, 1 7 was it? His croſs fay fame. 
Nay, it was rather his divine vature, which like 


the altar ſupported, and like the altar ſanctified, 


his holy humanity, which alone was deſtroyed. 

This the croſs can ſcarce be faid to do, which was 
but the inſtrument of man's cruelty, and a def. 
picable piece of timber, which neither ſanctified 
the body which it carried, nor received ſanctifica. 
tion from it. Where then are they who addreſs 


it with divine honours, and pay even to its pe- 
ture that homage which is due to him alone, that 


expired | in ones « on that ſhameful tree? 1 
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IX. The ordinance of the Paſſover. 


T HE fatal, night was now arrived, when the 

deſtroying angel was to ſmite all the firſt. 
born of Egypt, and che chief of cheir ſtrength in 
the-tabernacles of Ham. This laſt and foreſt 
| plague ſhall break the unrelenting heart of Pha- 
” roah, and diſmiſs the oppreſſed Iſraelites from 
his cruel yoke. But mark the goodneſs of their 
1 
| 
| 


God, in providing for their ſafety amidſt the ge- 
veral de vaſtation l They are directed to ſprinkle 
on their dor - poſts the blood of a lamb, whoſe 
; qualities, the manner of its death, and the rites | 
Where with they were to eat its fleſh, are very 
minute hy preſcribed, and left upon record for the 
generations to come. The meſſenger of death, 
| they were aſſured, would not ꝓre ſume to enter 
meſe hallowed: doors, thouph a thouſand did fall 
[| at their fide, and ten thouſand on their right 
| ] Hand. Then It was that the Egyptian idols did 
alſo ſeel the vengeance of the true God : and ſo 
memorable was the night, that the month in which 
s fell, was, in all ſucceeding ages, to be the begin- 
+ wing of monthe, or the firſt month of the year. 
1 A ceremony indeed it Was that ſeemed but weak, 
unmeaning, and uoprofitable : but, penetrating 
he outward vail, let us try to diſcern the hidden 
myſtery, by that fame faith through which Moſes. 
kept the paſſover, and the ſprinkling of blood, 
that he, which deſtroyed the firſt born ſhould not 
- Jouch him. Its meaning we are not now left to 
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he ordinance of the Paſſo ver. 173 7M 9 | 
explore by our own wit: for that it was a prophe. 
tical type, and a very expreſſive image of the 
Lamb of God that takes away the fin of the world, 
an inſpired apoſtle gives us to know, by telling "ns | 
that " en our ae is nde for us (4). * 


' A LAMB was holen out of the flock. Em- 
blem of him who was taken from among men, 
and raiſed up from among his brethren, and, like 
that lovely creature, did injury to none, though 
he received from many, and is uſeful in life and 
death, being at once our cloathing and our food. 
lt was a male of the flock of a year old; for 
Chriſt is a Son given unto us, and ſuffered in the 
flower of his age. But without blemiſh and 
without ſpot. Tho? deſcended. from an impure | 
race of anceſtors, he brought no ſtain of ſin unto- 
the world with him. And though he long con- 
verſed with finful men, and grappled with ſtrong; 
temptations, he contracted not the ſmalleſt taint. 
Even Judas and Pilate, atteſted that he was juſt 
and upright; the laſt, before he condemned, and 
the firſt, after he betrayed him. On the tenth» 
day of the month Abib, the Lamb was fetched 
froni the field; and on ihie fourteenth day at - 
ven; it was killed by all the Jews, in the place 
which the Lord did chuſe. Even ſo he, of whom 
theſe things were ſpoken, went up to ee e | 
five days before the paſſover, where, with wick 
ed hands, he was taken, crucified, and flain.: 
——The lamb-1 was ales with. fire. It was the 
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A 7 nge, Book I, 
fire of the Father's wrath, O en v. Lamb of 
God! that forced thee to complain, “ My heart 

« is like wax, it is melted in the midſt of my 

« bowels, My {trength is dried like a realer: 

% my tongue cleaves to my jaws (2). 4A 
bone of the Lamb was not to be broken; and 
none of it was to be left until the morning. To 
- accompliſh the firſt, the ſoldiers brake not his 
legs, as was uſual; and to fulfil the laſt, he was 
taken down from the croſs the ſame evening in 
which he died. ——[n vain had the Iſraelites 
killed the lamb, if they had not alſo ſprinkled its 
blood with the hyſſop upon the door- poſts. And 
Chriſt is to us dead in vain, unleſs applied by faith 
unto the conſcience. His blood muſt not be. 
ſprinkled behind the door; for we muſt publicly 
profeſs, that we are not aſhamed'of the croſs of 
Chriſt ; nor below the door; for it muſt not be 
|  trodden under foot + but above, and on every 
{ fide, on all that we are, on all that we have, and 
on all we do. Indeed, by his all-penetrating 
eye, the doors of the houſe and heart are ſeen with 
_ equal clearneſs. Had a preſumptuous Iſraelite 
deſpiſed this ordinance of God, and neglected to 
_ _  Þprinkle bis doors with blood, he was not within 
© the limits of the divine protection; yea, had he 
ventured abroad in that perilous night, the angel 
Was not bound co ſpare him. So when the, ar- 
ros of deſtruction are flying thick and faſt, the 

| blood of Jeſus is our only ſanctuary. Of this on- 
* can we  fay, «> ow, O God, our ſhic1d (6) z% we 
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The erdMance-of the-Paſſiver. wg. 
are guilty of death, this is the ſacrifice which thou 
requireſt z accept this blood which we ſprinkle by 
thy command, inſtead of our own that deſerved: 
to reek upon our door · poſts. O Jeſus! we are 


jndebted to thy atoning blood for bleſſings that 
far tranſcend deliverance from Egyptian bondage, 


or from temporal death. By thy blood we are: 


delivered from the wrath that is to come. Thou 
art our hiding place. Under this covert of thy* 
blood, we ſhall not be afraid of ſudden fear, nor 
of the deſolation of the wick d; but ſhall dwell 
in peaceable habitations, ſure dwellings, and quiet 
reſting · places, nigh which no plague ſhall come. 
Many a time the haughty tyrant of Egypt was 
frighted by the awful prodigies wrought by Mo- 
ſes; but never was he thoroughly ſubdued till the 
blood was ſprinkled. Then the prey was taken 
from the mighty. In vain he purſues after them, 
for never more ſhall they wear his chain. So ma- 
ny. a time the prophecies of Chriſt might fright 
the black prince of hell, but never was he tho. 
roughly ſubdued, tifl on ti croſs he ſpoiled prin- 
cipalities and powers, and made a ſhew of them 
openly, triumphing over them in it. Even To his 
elect people are ſaid to overcome, by the blood 

of the Lamb, the enemy of their ſalvation-. By 
this ſame blood the idols are utterly abolihed. 

As in that nigh 
gypt were not ſpared more than the palaces ; fo 
in the days of the Mefliah, ſhall a man caſt his 
idols of ſilver and gold, which he made for him 
ſelf to worſhip, to the moles and to the bars, to 


go into che clefts of the rocks, and into che tops JG 
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of deſolation the temples of E- _ 


176 8 © Typical Things. ani "| Book I. 
of the FE TY rocks, for fear of the Lets; and 


for the glory of his Majeſty, when he ariſeth to 


| ſhake terribly the earth. Well may this happy 
period be unto us the beginning of months. It 
the beginning of the year was changed to the I. 
| raelites, and the ſeventh became the firſt month, 
much more may the beginning of the week be al. 
tered to the Chriſtians, and the ſeventh day be 
exchanged for the firſt, for a Sabbath unto the 
Lord; for on that day a much more glorious work 
was finiſhed, than when he brought Iſrael out of 
Egypt, or even than when he finiſhed the hea. 
vens, and all their hoſt, and laid the foundation 
of the earth. | 


| We have ſeen how the blood of the Lamb was 
ſprinkled, and the happy conſe quences of this 


ſymbolical action; let us now attend how its fleſ 


was to be eaten, and how we are made partakers 
of Chrilt, who is at once our ſhield, to protect us 
from e and our food, to preſexye our ſoul 
in life. It was eaten ragited; for Chriſt is ſavoury 


do faith. A bone muſt not be broken; and my- 
ſteries muſt not be too curioufly pryed into. A 


whole lamb muſt be eaten in every houſe; and a 


I} whole Chriſt received by every believing foul. It 


muſt be eaten in haſte; and whatſoever our hand 
findeth, ſhould be done with alt our might. The 


bitter herbs ſignified the bitterneſs of contrition 


for ſin, and of the tribulation we ſhall have in 
_- this, world. Unleavened bread is ſincerity and 
truth. The loins girt, and feet ſnod, ſignifies 


the girding up the loins of the mind, and the pre: 


„ 
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ſignify, that here we have no continuing city. 
The paſſover was only to be eaten by the circum- 
cited and the clean; but if a man was unclean by 
reaſon of a dead body, or in a journey afar off, 
he was permitted to keep a ſecond paſſover on 
the fourteenth day of the ſecond month. Here 
Jet us end, adoring that condeſcending love than 
has appeared towards us the ſinners of the Gen _ 
tiles. At the firſt paſſover, we were uncircumci- 
ſed and unclean, by reaſon of death; we were afar 
off, and without God in the world. But us hath 
be quicke ned who were dead in treſpaſſes and ſins; 
and in Jeſus Chriſt we, who ſome time were afar 
of, are made nigh by the blood of Chriſt. There 
ſore let us keep the feaſt : for even Chriſt our ſe· 
cond=—Chriſt our beſt Paſſover, is facriſiced for us, 


$ 5 x, f 3 . 3 > 
X. The ordinance of the Scape gout. 
Frau the ceremonies injoined in the book of - 
A | Leviticus, (that goſpel of Moſes,) none 


2 ere more ſignificant, as we may well preſume, | 
I: und expreſſive of evangelical my ſteries, than thoſe 
4d preſcribed on the ſolemn anniverfiry uf general 


atonement. The rites of this ſolemn day, cho? 


n n themſelves but carnal ordinances, were, * 
in be ir uſe, ſhadows of good things 40 come, and, 
nd heut all doubt, expounded in this view unto · 


ies 
re: 


the people by the godly prieſts, whoſe lips kept 
8 To what purpoſe elle had been the 


_—_ 
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multitude of their ſacrifices unto 3 Who de. 
lights not in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, 
or of he. goats? On this day the Jewiſh high 
prieſt was not firſt to array himſelf with his moſt 
coſtly attire, but with his linen garments. An 
emblem of the Chriſtian High Prieſts incarna« 
tion, who, when he came to expiate our ſin, did 
not array himſelf with light as with a garment, 
but with the robe of our human nature, which, 
tho? clean and white, was without ſplendour or 
magnificence, =On this day he offered expiato. 
ry ſacrifices both for himſelf and all the people, 
Jeſus, in all things thou muſt have the pre-emi- 
nence ! „ For ſuch an High Prieſt became us, 
* who needs not, as theſe high prieſts, offer firl 
« for his own fin, and then for the people: for 
the law makes men prieſts that had infirmity ; 
1 but the word of the oath that was ſince the law, 
„ maketh the Son, who is conſecrated for ever. 

% more (4). On this day he made his ſolemn 
entrance into the h holy place made with hands, 
with the blood of bulls and goats. The meaning 
of which the great apoſtle declares, is the en. 
trance of Jeſus Chriſt, the High Prieſt of good 
things to come, by a greater and more perfet 
| tabernacle, into the holy place not 'made with 
| bands, that is, into heaven itſelf, paring obtain 
| ed eternal e for . 


4 


Bur what we ſhall chiefly confine! our atten: 
tion to, for the preſent, i is another ceremony pe. 
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* to this day of atonement. aa the bul. 
Jock and the ram which Aaron was to offer, the 
firſt for himſelf, and the ſecond for the people ; 
he was alſo. to take for all the congregation of HS 
Iſrael, two kids of the goats for a ſin- offering. 
They were to be brought, as uſual, to the door of 
the tabernacle of the pan. But both 
were not killed as was uſually done: for by an 
uncommon rite, the two victims were pitched up- 
on by lot, the one to be offered up in the accu- 
ſtomed manner unto the Lord, and its ſkin, its 
fleſh, and dung, to be burnedwith fire without'the - 
camp:;—the other to be preſented alive before 
the Lord, where Aaron, laying both his hands up- 
on its head, confeſſed over him all the iniquities 
of the children of Iſrael, and all their tranſgreſ. 
fions in all their ſins ; and, laſtly, it was to be 
conducted into the wilderneſs by the hand of a 
proper perſon, (who, they ſay, might be either a 
Gentile or an Iſraelite;) and probably it was never 
more inquired after; wherefore it might bs called 
4zazel, or the [cape-goat.—— We ſhall, for the 
preſent, leave to others the diſcuſſion of ſome. 
curious inquiries about the name and fate of 
this devoted creature, and proceed to notice how, 
in both theſe victims, Chriſt Was ſet aches as the 
propitiatin for our ſins. 


av 


Ir is true indeed, that the * is none of theſe 
creatures that are ſuppoſed to have the mot . 


miable properties. And it may ſeem odd, that 


the Lamb of God ſhould be pretigured by theſe 
l 3 for their Ry and n. tem- 
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per, are emblems of the wicked, who, in the 1: 
day, ſhall be ſeparated: from the godly by the 
Judge of all the earth. But perhaps even this cit. 
camſtance in-the type might ſignify, that Chriſt 
was to appear in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh. The 
goat, though commonly held an unclean creature, 
Was, notwithſtanding, of the number of clean 
beaſts in the law of Moſes; and Jeſas Chriſt, 
though reputed a ſinner among men, was pure 
and righteous in the eye of God. And if it be 
true what is commonly reported of the: medicinal 
qualities of this creature's fleth, and of its blood 
ſoftning the rigid adamant ; what hiaders us to 
think of Chriſt healing our diſegior; taking away: 
our hard and ſtony. A and. giving us 13 
of ee, „ 0 
Rt ee two f W or, if two, 1 
not both uſed in the Lame manner? Why was 
one of them put to death, and the other ſaved a- 
lire? Doubtleſs they are both to be viewed as 
types of the great propitiation. The firſt goat 
may ſignify: that cemplete ſatisfaction which 
Chriſt made to vindictive juftice by the offeritg 
up himſelf; and the ſecond goat may ſignify the 
; happy conſequence of this propitiatory ſacriffce, 
in finithing tranſgreſſion, waking an end of lin, 
and carrying it, as it were, into the land of for- 
getfulneſs ; That, to uſe the elegant words of Tere- 
miah, © when 55 iniquity ef the houſe of iſrael 
0 ſhall be fought for, there ſhould be none; aud 
« the ſans 12 Judah, and they ſhould not be 


: . 


The ordinance of the Scupe goat. 181 
« found (a).“ Nor ought it ſeem ſtrange, that 
ſuch a momentous truth ſhould be inculcated ſo 
many various ways on the fame occaſion : for it 
is a ſingular effect of the goodneſs of God, to: 
exhibit ſuch intereſting truths in different ews, 
that we may have ſtrong conſolation. Beides 
that, all ſimilitudes and types fall infinitely ſhort 
of the great myſteries they point at, therefore they 
are multiplied, that they may mutually ſupply 
the deficiencies of one another : for here the ſay- 


ing is made good, Two are better than one j 
« for if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow.” 


* 


* 
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Tar the firſt poat was an l of Chriſt 
ſacrificed for us, as much as any other ſacrifices, 
is not difficult to perſuade, For, like other ſacri- 
fices, it was killed, becauſe Chriſt was to die. Its 
blood was carried within the vail; for Chriſt was 
to appear in the preſence of God ag us with his 
own blood. Its body was burned within the 
camp; and Chriſt ſuffered. within the gate. But 
let us more particularly attend the ph 4 of the 
ſcape dent, and 1 its hkenels. to Jeſus n 


q IT was, like the other, to be taken 880 the 
n, congregation of Iſrael, and doubtleſs purchaſed ' 
| with the public money. So Chriſt was raken 
e. rom among his brethren, and bought, in ſome 
ebene, for thirty pieces of ſilver out of the public 
4 WM vesſury, that he wight be numbered with tranf: ; 


be n bear the {ins of OW: les. anti 
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II was, like the other, preſented at the door 
of the tabernacle of the congregation, before the 


Lord and all the people. So Chriſt preſented 
himſelf to do his heavenly Father's will before 


both God and the people, when at the paſſover. 
ſolemnity he went up to Jeruſale m, not ignorant 
of What was to be done unto him by Jews and, 
Gentiles. 


| Þ OY 28 the other ,: choſen, by. lot, which, 
chough caſt into the Jap, is not fortuitous or acci- 
dental, for the diſpoſing is of the Lord. So Je. 
ſas Chriſt was deſtinated in the eternal counſels 
to bear the iniquities of his people. He was de. 
livered into his enemies hands by the determinate 
counſel of God; and by this ſame ceunſel was 
determined before to be dene whatever happened 
unto him. Hence it was that Pilate Was deaf to 
the remonſtrances of his own conſcience, in con. 
demning him that was moſt juſt; and henee the 
people of the Jews preferred a murderer to the 
Lord of life, when they deſired that Barabbas 
ſhould be releaſed, and Chriſt ſhould be cru · 
Fed. 
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on „ 


| Tur (ered animal, FE thus pit and 
choſen of God, the h oh prieſt was to lay both his 
hands on its head;devoritig it , by this action, te to the 
ſervice « of 'God, and tranſlating the fins of Ifrael 
upon it in a typical manner. Perhaps it might 
ſignify, chat the hand of vindlictive juſtice Was to 


lie heavy on the Surety .of ſinners; and it is ex. 


. 


- 


2. The ordinance of the Scape. goat. 183 C 
prefily/affirmed by the prophet, © The Lord hah RY 
« 11 n Kr E 100 us "__ (9 8 5 | M 


Tul this was the meaning Pm the rite, ap- 
yoars) more evidently from the following one. 
For in this poſture did the high prieſt confeſs all 
the fins of his people from whom the goat was 
taken. Why ſhould their ſins be confeſſed in this 
manner, if it was not to ſignify, that they were in 
ſome fort laid upon the head of the innocent vie- 
tim? It was thus the great Doer of God's will 
Was made ſin for us, who knew noſin. The goat 
could not be guilty of theſe ſins, for it was a 
brute beaſt. Nor could its Antitype be himſelf a- 
tranſgre ſlor of the law, for he was'a Divine Per- 
on. Very: both che ont and the other did bear the 
fins of many, to Which it Was, in the nature of 
things, impoſſible they could be accellary in the. 
ſmalleſt degree, It Was not thy fin; O ſpotleſs 
Victim, but the ſins of thy ele ct people, that con · 
üg neil thee over to the bloody and ſhame ful croſs! 
Theſe were the ſins which took hold upon thee, 
and quſtified thy death. * Surely, ſurely; he bore 


our griefs, he carried our ſorrows, and the 
* chaſtiſement of our peace was upon him (b);” 
How elſe could his heavenly Father been pleaſed 

nd WY to bruiſe him, for whom it is no more good to 
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the wilderneſs. Why ſhould not this. wildernef 
be viewed as an emblem of theſe afflictions to 
which the Surety was expoſed by the ſins he was 


charged with? Or ſhall we ſay, it might be a 
faint intimation, that the bleſſing of atonement 
ſhould be extended to the world of Gentile {in- 
ners, which, in the ſtile of the prophet, is called 
the wilderneſs of the people? Or rather the mean. 
ing may be, that, as the myſtie goat was never 
more looked after, or heard of, (for probably it 
i would foon periſh, if not by hunger, at leaſt by 
wild beaſts ;) ſo Jeſus Chriſt, by his atoning 
blood, would take away the ſin of the world, and 
remove from them all the iniquities of his elect 
. people, as far as the eaſt is diſtant from the weſt, 
-Q: condemning; law, you have: nothing to lay to 
their charge, for Chriſt is dead ! therefore it is 
-God, that juſtifieth, and their fins. and | en | 
| * he e no more. 45 5 


N 8 > mall be 1 to ads TY 
eious Redeemer, who was manifeſted to reſtore 
that glory to God which he took not away, and 
to take away that ſin of man which he did not in- 
troduce ? Be it ſo, there are, alas! too many to 
whom this all important truth is of ſmall ac count, 
(for ſome. deride, and more deſpiſe it 3) yet᷑ to the 
weary ſoul, to the conſcience burdened with guilt, 
it is grateful and delicious, as the full. flowing 
fiream to the hunted hart. The happy foul to 
whom the doctrine of atonement is manifeſted, 
he hears, upon the matter, the, voice of the great 
IxnovAu ſpeaking-to him in ſuck raviſhing ac- 


1. The ordinance of iſe Scope gas. 185 | 
cents; © 1 have made thine iniquity to pak from 0 
«thee 35 or, in the words of Nathan to the peni- 
tent king David, „ the Lord hath taken away 

« thy fin ; thou ſhalt not die (a). Who would 
not be Sqeivhities; by this love, to put away the 
evil of their doings from before his eyes, who 


ha: h put r the Full W them cgi -beforg his 
face 7. NVVn 5 


* 
* * 


Dil near, all ye whoſe e are "oY 
Ne with the intolerable preſſure of a thouſand 
aggravated iniqujties; who are ready to cry, 
8 Mine iniquities ; are gone over ] head, they 
27 ire A burden too heavy to bear (659). ” While 
foe, . with, Cain, go from the pre ſence of the 
Lord, | a drown their Uiſmal thoughts in the 
k. gli of Jenle, » or elfe i. in 1 the whirt of buſineſs : 


the! e neral the unatoned mercy of ae e 
a: third ſort derive comfort to their troubled 
hearts from. their on imperfeck righteguſaeſs, 


their tears of repentance, their ſorrow for what 
is paſt,” and their reſolutions to do better for the 
; future; confeſs your iniquities over the head of 
the New. Teſtament Scape. goat ; for, «he whe 
: thus confe ſſæth and forfaketh, ſhall find mer 


KLE cy (e). 1098 Thus runs the gracious promiſe. of . 
the Holy One of Ifrael, TIO By his knowledge : 
«hall my Tightecus ſervant jultify many: 1 . 5 
« he ſhall bear their iniquijes (9? yy But he 
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chat wefoited this way of peace, ſhall bear bis own 
. wn ee = be.” e 


— 


xl. The ordinance of the Red neger. 


was lain, and the goat that was ſent away, 
we come next to the red heifer, whoſe aſhes 
-prinkling the unclean, did ſanRify to the purify- 
ing of the fleſh, when defiled by touching corpſes, 
(graves, and dead mens bones: and we ſhall ſee 
how it ſignified the ſprinkling of Chrift's blood 
upon our ſouls, to purge our eonſcience- from 
4e WIFE, to ſerve the living WIR 


Þ was an ordinance which God was pleaſed to 


injoin in a very punctual manner: for, . the Lord 


_ &. ſpake, unto Moſes, and unto Aaron, ſaying, 


« This. is the ordinance of the law which: the 


= Lord hath commanded (a),” Indeed, what but 
the authority of God could have reconciled the 
minds of the ancient church to ſuch a burdenſome 
yoke of ceremonies. Therefore the Hebrew law. 
giver takes ſuch particulScare toinculcate every 
a where, that he delivered no laws unto them 
which he received not from the Lord. No won- 
der that the whole ſyſtem of ceremonial worſhip 


. was purely founded on the ſovereign. pleaſure of. 


Sod, when. it: was intended to, ſhadow forth: that 
LING 2 of redemption which. ariſes. from 
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| and the uſe of this heifer. Thefe we ſhall ſee are 


in its enfeebled ſtate of ſin and miſery; for he was 
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The ordinance of the Red Heifer. 187 
the fate ſource, and is filed in the New Teſta- | 
ment, the myſtery of his will. It is this that i im- 
parts a venerable air to all thoſe rites, which, had 
they been of human inſtitution alone, would have 
merited contempt and ridicule. Let us, for one 
proof of this, obſerve the qualities, the ſufferings, 


capable of being fairly applied to Jeſus Chriſt, 

who gave himſelf for us, that he might purify us 
unto himſelf, a bar people, 1 of good 5 
works. * „ 


WHAT reyes were the quali ies required in his 


victim? It was a heifer. Perhaps to intimate, 
that in Chriſt Jeſus there is neither Me nor fe- 
male; or to ſignify, that he would aſſume our na- 
ture, not in its ſtrongeſt ſtate of innocence, but 


made in the likeneſs of ſinſul fleſh, and conipaſ- 
fed with infirmity.— It was a red heifer. The 
reaſon ef this (ſay the Jews) was hid from Solo» 
mon himſelf, but is not perhaps altogether con» 
cealed from the meaneſt believer, Who knows 
that his Saviour came from Edom, with dyed 
garments from Boral; or that he is clothed 
with a veſture dipt in blood. Red is colour of 
beauty; an d he is fairer than the children of men. 
Red is a colour ef ftrength ; and he is the One that 

is mighty. Red is the colour of guilt; and he 
took the ſcarlet and crimſon-celoared robes of 
our imputed: fin, that he might clothe us with 
the robes of his impdted- righteouſneſs, whiter 
than wool, purer than ſaow, It was a heifer 


be . * Be ok n 


OTTER: fp A | + and. blemiſh,. Inde this wat 
required in every victim; and in Chriſt the 
Holy One of God it was fulfilled, An unato 
ned God accepts nothing lefs than the moſt abſo. 
Jute perfection; an unatoned God was he with 
whom our Saviour had to 40. It is therefore es. 

y to ſee, that any the ſmalleſt ſpot would hare 
entirely diſqualified him from approaching unto 
God in an acceptable manner, It was aheifcr on 
which never came yoke. As man, he never cane 
under the yoke, of ſin; and as God, he was not 
under the yoke of os that is, he was not obli. 
ged to obey the law. If he paid tribüte to the 
temple, he was not obliged to do ſo. (For even 
the linge the earth hold their on children 
free from paying taxes.) But leſt he fuld of- 
fend them Who were ignorant of his trüe chart 
ter, he pays the tribute, not with money out "of | 
ke private pocket, but, to fhew that he Was Lord 

of all, with money he command*d': * fim to bring 
Hom the bottom of the ſei.” If he appeared in 
the form of a ſervant, it was wholly wing to his 
voluntary condeſcenſion. If he expires in ago- 
mes on à croſs, it is not be cauſe his life is violently 
taken away by the hand ef ſinful men, but be · 
cauſe he laid ir down of himſelf. Therefore does 
his Father love him; therefore is his obedience 
and death ſtricti meritorious} and becauſe” he 
bas done more than was his duty to doy rink not 
an "unptoſirable Aan ee e 6D 
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| Sees A heifer was honed Eutin 1 gs 
ities did meet, what was to!be done unte her? 


Fe w erdinance af the Rel 2 


Fieſ of all, dhe is brought to Eleatzer the prieſt. 
Here dents the type is defective; for our High 
Prieſt and ſacrifice are the ſame, Next, ſhe is 
brought without the camp ; for 'Chriſt ſuffered 
without the pate. She was killed before his eyes. 


So Chriſt was crucified and ſlain in the moſt pu- 
þlic manner. Her fleſh, and ſkin, and blood, 
were burned in fire, together with her dung. So 


Chriſt ſuffered in the whole man; and when he 


endured the wrath of God, which is often com- 
pared to fire, they caſt upon him the dung of the 


moſt virulent reproaches. But what ſhall we ſay 


to the cedar-wood, the ſcarler-cloth, and the hy- 


ſop, that were thrown''alſo into the burning? 
Perhaps it never was intended by the Holy Ghoſt, 


that every minute circumſtance in that ritual wor- 


ſhip thould have a ſeparate meaning affixed to it. 
Many uſages were, doubtleſs, to be practiſed in 
the ancient diſpenſation, with no other view than 


to teſtify their abſolute ſubmiſſion to the divine 


vill. What if we ſhould fay, that as the cedar - 
wood, the ſcar let, and the hyſſop, were the ma- 


terials of which they made the ſprinkler, but firſt 


cheſe very things muſt be thrown into the fire; 
fo the means and ordingnces by which the clean 


Or cke ſcarlet cloth might denote the guilt of 
fin, which was the cauſe of his death. The hyſ- 


ſop might ſignify the nece ſſity of its being applied : ; 
unto the. conſcience, or of the ſprinkling the blood 


of Jeſus upon our hearts. And the cedar wood, 


—— 


water of Chriſt's blood is ſprinkled: on-our: ſouls, 
are themſelves. firſt ſanctified by his ſuffe rings. 
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r bed de peiter Was Kh, er YI 
are they ſuffered to lie and rot with the eom. 
mon earth, or to be ſcattered by the winds ? Ns, 

they were carefully to be gathered up iby a clean 
perſon; and depoſited in a clean place without 
the camp, where they are to be kept, in order 
to make with chem a' purifying Water to ſprinkle 
the unclean. Who would have thought the aſhes 
of a burned: heifer, worthy fuch regard, had he 
Judged only by outward appearance? But, though 
Seming)y vile, chey were really ꝓrecious by the 
. divine ordinance. Een fo, the death and cruci. 
fixion of the dyin gRedeemer, though in appear- 
Fil -ance an event worthy of ſmall regard, was in re. 
illi che moſt memorable tranſaction that ever 
IN — the fun beheld. Precious in the light of ihe 
Lord is the death of his ſaints (a) :!“ how 
much more the death of his beloved Son? His 
blood, though trodden under foot by many, and 
by many. eſteemed as water ſpilt on the ground 
is notwithſtanding the price of our redemptien, 
and. infinitely more valuable than gold and ſilver 
and all corruptible things. The clean place 
-where the aſhes were depoſited, was it an em- 
blem of the church, where alone the ſacred trea - 
ſure of his blood is diſpenſed? It was without 
the camp. Perhaps to intimate, that thoſe who 
were e withour eee, 926; cis: hooks 
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Die ordinaurt of the Red Heifer. ig 
partake of the cleanſing eſſicacy of Chriſt's blood; 
and that God would put no difference betwixt 
them and his ancient people, purify ing their 
hearts by faith. Or ſhall we ſay, that as the pre - 
cious relicts were to be laid in a clean place; ſo 
the myſtery of faith in his blood can only be held 
in a pure con ſciencę? The aſhes thus preſer · 
ved were fit for uſe on every occaſion, as long 
as they laſted; whereas the blood of common la- 
crifices ſoon congealed, and was unfit to be 
ſprinkled when it grew cold. Was not this a 
fig ufieant emblem of the everlaſting fitneſs of 
Chriſt's blood to purpe the guilty conſcience 7 
For it is/rio leſs capable of being ſprinkled now, 
tauche moment it was ſhed, being always warm, 
always new and'living blood. Let us conſider, 
in few words, the occaſion for keeping theſe pu- 


r nfying alhes, the manner of preparing them, the 
„ente by which they were ſprinkled, : and the dan- 
* ger of neglecding ET > 1 OR 7 
nd Tus occaſion for the aſhes, was the unclean- 


ad ness of the Iſraelites, or ſtrangers that ſojourned 4 
n, among them, by reaſon of the neceſſary and vo- 

luntaryy or involuntary and accidental touch of 
dead corpſes, bones, and graves. The touch of 
theſe deſiled them legally, and debarred mem 
rom" acceſs to the ſanctuary of God,” But our 
lefilements now ariſe not from dead corpſes, but 


from dend works; the ſins” wel daily” commit. 
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$ "wel body-ofideath 0 n Yea; what | 
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works, if God ſhould enter into judgieht? Even Wl * 
| theſe need to be buried out of our fight, and co. Wi © 
vered from the view of impartial juſtice with the Wl © 
covering of Immanuel's righteouſneſs. And till n 
We are P'S n N we cannot ſerye the 7 
| bring God.” nd mae cos dia 2 
384 01 
Tur manner of en theſe holy es | if 
155 by mixing them with running water ina veſſel. An w 
emblem of that divine Spirit-whichfthey that be. or 
lieve on Chriſt ſhall ipfallibly receive, by whoſe Ml fr 
| inviſible, but powerful operation, the blood of in 
_ Chriſt is made effectual to purify: our hearts. As n 
the aſhes were mixed with the water in this iy - nu 
pical ordinance, ſo the blood and Spirit of Chriſt me 
are undivided in their working: for they that are WM fre 
wht juſtified i in the name of the Lord Jeſus, are waſ- Wl we 
ed in the ſame name by the Spirit of our God; WM Go 
and from them whom he ſprinkles with clean wa- ¶ ini 
ter, he takes away the er and Rong Maar | the 
Tut ite of fprinkling was in this manner. On ED 

the third day, and on the, ſeventh day, after the 


pollution was contracted, "a clean perſon, dipping 
a bunch of hyſſop in the purifying liquor, was to 
| ſprinkle the unclean. - And on the evening of 
the ſeventh day, but not before, he was perfedy 
cleanſed, Let the clean perſon be an emblem of 
the miniſters of the goſpel, who have the pre- 
cious treaſure of Chriſt's purifying blood and 
Spirit as jt were in earthen veſſels. Theſe ougit 
(at "we to be clean F and an 
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m purity to the believers among whom they mi- 
niſter. Let the bunch of hyſſop repreſent the 
ordinances of the goſpel, or faith, both which 
are the applying means, The third day was the 
time of. the! firſt ſprinkling. We may here take 
occaſion to think, that on the third day Chriſt 
roſe again from the dead: and here indeed began 
our purging from guilt, for he was raifed for our - 
juſtification. On the ſeventh day, the laſt of a 
et revolution, the purification was complete 
on the evening. Nor will we be perfectly cleanſed 
from the inherance of moral ſtains. till the even · 
ing of death, and the commencement of the eter- 
nz! Sabbath. Thus thall he ſprinkle, not a ſmall 
number of Uſraelites, but many nations; not 
merely from the impurities of the fleſh, but 
from tlie pollutions of the conſcience. Though 
we are deſiled not only with ſmaller trangreſ- 
ſions, büt with the moſt deadly and abominable 
iniquities ; or, to uſe the Old Teſtament phraſes, 
though we have not only. touched, but remained 
among tl the graves, and lodged in the monuments, | 
yet if we come to Jeſus, the Mediator of the new 
3 and to the blood of ſprinkling, we ſhall 


be clean through the word that he has ſpoken 
unto Us.” yu” 


aly Tux 33 ordinance was 
\ of vo leſs than exciſien from the congregation of 


the Lord. So ſhall they periſh as the vileſt part 
of the creation, who ſay they are not polluted, 
when the judgment of unerring wiſdom about all 
men of men, 3 They are W 


194 ee e "ATED Böck I. 
es become A (a) :“ or who, turning away dif. 
dainful from the fountain opened for ſiu and for 
uncleanneſs, think to, waſh out their ſtains by the 
nitre and ſoap. of their own endeavours: fer 
« God ſhall plunge them into the ditch, and 
4 their own cloathes ſhall abhor, them 4b). Aol. 


301 107! nig*s 
Ork other circumlfance deferves to be not iced 


be fore we leave this ſubje&. "The, very ſame Was 
ter that ſanctifie d the unclean, defiled the man 
who touched or f. prinkled it, though he was clean 
be fore. Perhaps this might denote the imper- 
fect ion of theſe hawdows, which pe ver e could make 
them perfect by. whom, they. Were ufe d or it 
might 1 intimate, thar the virtue 0 of. divine infti, 
tutions de pends not c on the perſon that mi iniſters 
about them. Or ſhall we by, that faith in Chriſt's 
blodd,'Tke this conſecrated WI. es. them, 
that are clean, by diſcovering, more of their na. 
türal pollütion; and cleanſes them that are de. 
filed, by (prinkling their hearts from an evil con. 
ſcience! But it is certain, the effects of this Wa. 
ter were not more contrary, than theſe of Chriſt 
himſelf as preached in the, goſpel; who is to 
ſome the fayour of life, and to others the ſayour 
of death. 1 e n ede 
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XII. n. a oft the 1 "ERR 75 Jubile, - | 
* HE inftiturion of the jobile was none of 
the leaſt remarkable regulations in the 
n e 0 of Iſrael, and deſerves our ſpecial 
attention. Beſides the reſt which the land enjoyed 
every ſeventh, it was ordained to reſt alſo every 
fiftieth year. The huſbandman was forbid to 
ſubdue his field with the plough, or to ſcatter his 
ſeed in the furrows, What the earth ſpontage- 
ouſly produced, whether corn. or vines, might be 
indifferently uſed by all, and was the ſpecial pro- 
perty of the poor inhabitants of the land The 
God who commanded this, was fully able to com- 
penſate the want of barveſt and vintage, by crown - 
ing the year preceding with uncommon plenty. 
But beſides the. intermiſſion of ſcrvile; labour in 
this extraordinary year, it was the will of God, 
; that, by its welcome approach, the poor Iſraelite 
, ſhould-reap great advantages, and-enjoy very Va- 
luable immunities. The infolyent debtor was de- 5 
livered from his creditor. The hired ſervant re · 
gained his former liberty, and inheritances revert- 
ed to the families to which they originally belong - 
ed. The joyful ſound of trumpets announced 
the commencement of this year of liberty; and 
they were blown on the day of atonement, when 
they were faſting for their ſins, and afflicting 
F their ſouls. This was the faſt which the Lord 
5 did chuſe, to undo heavy burdens, and let the 
pꝓpreſſed go free. * ſnort, it Was a time of the 
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i96 D pica Things, Book Il. 
reſtitution of all things in the common wealth, and 
a remedy againſt the caprice of fortune, or rather 
the inequalities which ſovereign providence intro. 
duces among. men as to their outward ſtate. 


SeveraL things nigh be een to evince 


the propriety of this regulation, viewed in a civil 
as well as a religiaus light, It was admirably 
well calculated to promote brotherly love; to 
prevent the ruin of families, whether by avarice 
or prodigality; to preſerve the diſtinction of 


tribes, till Meſſias ſhould come; and to impreſs 
upon their hearts a ſenſe of their abſolute depen. 
dence upon God, as their great landlord, whoſe 
property the land was, and with whom they were 


ſtraugers and ſojourners: therefore it was to be 


og ny for a Ow — not for ever. : 5 

-Bor let us 0 our W ain u Meder to 
the year of grace and day of ſalvation, wherein 
far greater immunities are proclaimed to the hu · 
man race, than were announced to the Iſraelites 
by the trumpet of the jubile. Deteſting the im. 


pious imitation of this facred ordinance in the pre- 
tended jubile of Rome, let us take occaſion to 


meditate on that happy feaſon, which, in alluſion 


to this very thing, is ſtiled by the prophet, the 
year of God's redeemed, and the acceptable year 
of the Lord. Joyſul was the ſound of liberty to 


the poor Iſraelite who was drowned in debt, for 


which he was obliged to part with his beloved 


freedom, and to fell the inheritance of his fa. 
thers. But moxe joyful is the ſound of li 
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berty to the wretched ſinner, who is deep in ar- 
rears to the divine Juſtice; a miſerable captive of 
ſin and wrath, and utterly deprived of all inheri- 
tance in the heavenly kingdom. O © bleſſed are the 
people that know this joyful found ! they ſhall - 
« walk, O Lord, in che brightneſs of thy counte: 
© nance. In thy name ſhall they rejoice all the 


«day ; and in thy righteouſneſs ſhall they be ex 


e alted (a). But a'more particular attention to 
what Moſes informs us about this grand feſtival 
will diſoover unto us the reſemblance betwixt the 
trumpet of the jubile, and the trumpet of the 
goſpel, x hoſe ſound, far from: being confined to 
Judea alone, is gone through all the earth; of 
which the prophet Eſaias, rapt into future times, 
uters tllar glorious prophecy; which has received 
its accompliſhment in the days of the Meſſiah : . 
And it ſhall come to paſs, that the great trum. 
% pet ſhall be blown, and they: ſhall come which : 
6 were ready to Periſh in the land of Aſſyria, 
and the outcaſts in the land of Egypt, and thall : 
a worſhip the Lord i in the Mi mount at ee 6 
„lem 00. Pot 055 7 8 | 
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Tk: time hen this glad nd was given 3 
the ſolemn: ſound of. trumpets, was the tenth daß 


of the ſeventh month, or the day of atonement; 


a day wherein the future expiation of the Meſſiah : 
was clearly exhibited, in the goat that Was ſlain, . 


and-1 in. the 'goat that Was ſeat away, and in other 


ceremonies truly Ggnificant. and rupee. As 
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1s "Typical Thing. Bock II. 
cCircumſtance this greatly to be obſerved. Who 
ſees not here, that our jubile begins in the atoene- 
ment of Jeſus Chriſt, as theirs began ia the day 
in which it was prefigured? The trumpet that 
was not ſounded on this day was ſome other 
than the jubile-trumpet ; and the ſermon that is 
not built on the doctrine of atonement is ſome · 
thing different from the goſpel. O Jeſus, were 
it not for thy bloody death, thy glorious reſurrec- 
tion, and. ſtill more: glorious aſcenſion, our ears 
had never heard the goſpel trumpetꝰs joyful ſound, 
nor of the gifts which thou received for men, far 
en the gifts and immunities of this glad. 
year“ 

Tur intermiſſion of toil and labour, in this 
Sabbatical year, wherein the land was not tilled, 
and the common property which every one had 
in the ſpontaneous productions of the earth, may 
be conſidered as an emblem of that bleſſed reſt 
which is proclaimed in the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, 
from- the works of the law and of the fleſh, and 
from anxious carking cares about the good things 

ef this preſent life. He that feeds the ravens 
without their labour, and clothes. the lilies with- 
ut their toil, will. certainly with-hdld no. necef- 
ſary things — the objects of his choice regard. 
The joyful ſound forbigs.you to aſk. with painful 
anxiety, „What ſhall we eat? what ſhall we 
< drink ?'and where with ſhall we be clothed () . 
Leare him who knows your wants to er 


un wi you. © 
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Tie ordinanee of the Year of Jubile. 199 
theſe nn queſtions. * Be careful for no- 
« thing (a), is a chearful note ſent from the go- 
ſpel· ttumpet. Hear it, ye happy people, who 
now the joy ful ſound,” and turn your timorous 
cares into uin confidence ! of 


Tas cancelling of debts'a at ih dey ein, 
may well be viewed as an emblem of the forgive- 
neſs of (in, or that dreadful debt of puniſhment, 
which all the human race owe to eternal juſtice, 
the moſt ine xorable of all creditors. This debt 
we are born under, and are every day contracting 
more. It is marked every farthing in the bock 
of God's remembrance, and the time of final 
reckoning is haſting apace. Miſerable they whom 
that awful day ſhall find without a Surety. How 
can we diſcharge it, who are not able fo much as 
to number it? But theſe are the charming accents. 
of che goſpel. jubile, .I, even I am he that blot- 

« teth out your iniquities for mine own fake, and 

& will nat remember your ſins (h). Diſmiſs your 
fears, ye poor inſolvent debtors ; for there is ſor · 
givenefs with your great Creditor, and for the 
fake of his dear Son, he win not enter into 1 dg 
ment with _—_ 


1 
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bondage, is another joyful ſound: of the accept» 
able year of the Lord: a privilege ſs mach more 
glorious'than the liberty of the Iſraelites, as the 
hes; from-which v We are redeemed. is more mis 
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2 Dypical Thing oF Book 11, 
| . 3 the ſer vice to which they bound 
themſelves. The geſpel is a joy fal ſound of ity 
berty from, the bondage of God's wrath, Which 
ve are taught to dread no more with ſervile fear, 
but with a filial re verence from the bondage 
of Satan's tyranny, that we may no more be led 
captive at the will and pleaſure of that wicked 

ſpirit from the fear of death, Which has ſub. 

; jected many to bondage all the days of their life; 

. Ii is a ſaund of freedom from the law, not indeed 


as it is a rules of liſe, (lor the obligations to all Fir 
ſorts of religious and civil- duties i is ſtron; gly cor- Ty 
roborated by the goſpel,) but as ir is a covenant hi 
of works. A ſevere and rigorous maſter indeed i Te 
which accepts no work, if it=is not abſolutely tau 


perfect; whidh. never re-admits/into-fayour;thoſe ill « ; 
who, in the. ſmalleſt-inſtance,; have incurred iu afl 
diſpleaſure, ; tho' they ſhould never be ſo ſulicitou Ml nde 
to do all in their power to pleaſe it. Eternab death 
is che ſmalleſt puniſhinent. it will be ſatisfied to 
iaflict, and obedience abſolutely perfect the on. 
ly condition of: acceptance. They w whos are un- 
der che dominion of chis rigid Lord, (and ſuch are 
Bt the-race.of - Adam before the goſpel comes,) 
can never hope to attain everlaſting life, or eſcape 
everlaſting death; for bne ſin, though ever ſo 
ſmall, will enten more harin, than all- * 
duties, how many ſoe ver, can do them got 504 
But we muſt not forget to mention how TY 
ſpel is a joyful. found of liberty and freedowfrom 
the domineering Pt power of: im andthe laſts: of 
our hearts, which, though divers, and often con- 


trary, demand full homage, and perfect grau- 


— — . A TE IC 


be ordinance of the Year of Pubile, d 
cation, Betwixt the bondage of the law, and the 
bo ndage of ſin, there is a moſt indiſſoluble rela. j 
tion, though one would not think fo at firſt view. 4 h 
| 
| 


But the great poſtle expreſsly affirms, that . the 
« ſtrength of fin is the law (2); and makes 
our not being under the law, but under grace, 
a reaſon why ſin ſhould not have the dominion over 1 
us (5) Be it ſo, that ſerving divers luſts and 
pleaſures is not eſteemed by many as an intolerable 14 
thraldom, but, on the contrary, they think it a | | 
ſtate of liberty to be the ſervants of corruption, 1 
They are not the only madmen who glory in their 1 
chains, miſtaking them for regal ornaments. A 0 
moſt unqueſtionable judge. of human nature has | 
taught us, that © he who commits fin, is the ſer- 
« vant of fin (e). A faint of che firſt magnitude 
affirms, that to ſeek God's precepts, is to walk at 1 
liberty (H. And who has not heard the diſmal Mt 
groaris of che bleſſed apoſtle; x hich the body of 10 
ſin and death extorted from the bottom of bis 
beart (e)? O ſin, what an imperious lord art 

thou! and thy ſervice of all others the moſt 1 ig- | 
nominfous, the moſt laborious, and the moſt un- 

profitable ; for i the wages of {in is death (7): * 
But the goſpel-trumpet ſays to the priſoners, | 
« Go forth; and to them in darkneſs „ She .] 

1 « yourfelves (2): > and when they know the 
th, the truth ſhall make them free. FN M 


. 


F 


Tus reverſion of inheritances f is the mn thing 


(a) 1 Cor. xv. 56. (8) Rem vi. wa. (e) John viii. 34. 
(4) Pſal. exix. 45» (e) Rom. vii. 24 ＋ Rom. vi. 23, 
| 1 " "YE xlix. 9. 


we dall ae We loſt-our inkubltiaſte by the 

firſt moral tranſgreſſion, and we are Every day re. 

| ſigning. more and more our claim to the 3 
favour, for the tranſitory pleaſures of ſin. 
have ſold for nought the invaluable — 4 0 
eternicy, and are by no means able to redeem 


What we have ſo fooliſhly foregone. But theſe are WW 
; the glad tidings of the everlaſting ; golpel. In Je. a 
uus Chriſt, O ye children of men, you may obtain py 
an inheritance infinitely more valuable than What 3 
returned ro an Iſraelite at the year of liberty; 3 an "an 
inheritance of exceeding, glorious riches, i; incor. clea 
rup! :ible, undefiled, and that fade th not a way, 921 
Teſerved 1 in heaven for you. 1 he blood of Chriſt *, 
bs the price that bought! it; the Spirit is the ear. 5 
neit that ſecures i it. And when the Redeemer vy 


comes again, they ſhall perfectly enjoy the pur. 5. 

chaſed poſſeſſion: for “the Lord knows the days 4b 
40 of the righteous, . and weir inher e endu- 
«6 {xeth * ever (e F 
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. F eee rich the trumper ing 
the goſpel jubile, in this accepted time; who look 
into the perfed law of lberty, _—_ continue 

| therein ! In the deciſive hour of judgment, the 
trump of God uſelf mall not alfright; and even in 
ibis preſent ſtate, they mall be brought into the 
glorious liberty: of the ſons of God ; they- ſhall 
lead them captive whoſe Hemi «they a aud 
. over their oe: 28 
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HE. law of 7 W whichid's Jeliverad by: 
the Hebrew lawgiver with conſiderable 


are apt to kim. over with a heedleſs glance, ſup - 
poſing that very little inſtruction can be derived 
from ſuch antiquated uſages, as were to be obſer · 
ved about the diſcovery, the ſeparation, and the 
cleanſing of the infected Iſraelite. Oue is apt to- 
wonder at the diſtemper itſeif, Which infected not 
only the bodies of men, but their garments and 
houſt's ; and to be no leſs ſurpriſed, that the hea. 
venly Majeſty ſhould condeſtehd to give ſuch mi- 
nute directions about the ſymptons of the lepro- 
f/, and the manner of its cleadfing.” But when 
we conſider that every thing almoſt about the 7 
pical nation was figurative, their diſeaſes not ex- 


thoſe parts of the world. Though in itſelf it was 


lume to as But che n aer Was 


— 


(yo 


Wake is indeed a. portion of ſacred writ: we 


cepted, perhaps we may ceaſe to wonder, and Wil- 
ingly acknowledge, that r as in other ancient” 
ks! the Foy is * PR! TIT 
ee 6 SLORY £3. Vs 22 T9: it 4152 
I was a Jap; KO enger well a to 
the Jews, and, as they ſay, to other nations in | 


only a natural evil, it was, howelver, inflifted: ' 
oftentimes by the immediaze hand of the Lord as 
the puniſhment of fin, as in the caſe of Miriam, 
Gehazi, and king Urziah. That it WwWas alWays 
an indication of any flagrant guilt, we will not pre-. 
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200 "Topical 8 Book n 
ſeized with that hateful malady, was, by the di. 
vine law, excluded from the chearful ſociety of 
men, and from acceſs to the tabernaele of God, 
till it ſhould pleaſe God to recover him, or at 
lecaſt tilt the ſymptoms of retovery were percei. 


ved by the prieſt by whom rhe ſentence wat pro. i ., 
nounced, But let us take; à more exact view, ke 
beth of the n _—_ W oath its Purge J 
tion. > | 15 8 8 


Wiz eee diſpleaſed ae N 
ſy? was his indignation againſt the poor leper ? 
Nay, he de ſpiſes no man for the afflidion of his 1 
body, however lothſome. A Lazarous covered 
with ſores, and à Job with boils, are the objets Ml ** 
of his ſpecial love: while the moſt wealthy ſinner Ml © 
that wears the fineſt purple, i is a vile perſon in his 
eyes. Sin is that lothſome diſeaſe, and the ſins 
ner that abominable Leper, here deſcribed. « Be-. 
0 hold,. I. am vile, I am a man of unclean lips, I 
bh or myſelf (a),“ is the language of the convin- 
ces. ſoul. An infant wallowing in the blood of its 
nativity, and a ſow wallowing in the mire; a dog 
returning to its vomit, and a ſepulchre exhaling 
the ſtench of a putrifying carcaſe, are not greater 
nuiſances to the ſenſe, than the ſoul' that lies in 
ſm, to the pure eyes of God. Sin is that abhors 
redi leproſy which: ſpreads its dire contagion far 
and wide; infecting all the duties which the finner 
can perform, and all the-comforts that he taſtes ; 
N to him that is ee c ls 
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the ſociety of the wicked, a thouſand times more 


4 7 — . 
— 
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The law of the le 1 205 
« nothing pure (a). „Beware how you approach 


infectious than the company of the filthieſt leper. 
O my ſoul, be not united to their aſſembly that ; 
are the workers of iniquity, 1 if thou wouldſt keep Wh 
the commandment of thy God ! He that was in- 1 
fected with the typical leproſy, was not only in . 
danger of defiling thoſe with whom he converſed, 
but the very garments he wore, and the house in 
which he dwelt, But {in has ſubjected all crea. 
tures to the bondage of corruption. I herefe re it 
is revealed, © the elements ſhall melt with fer vent 
« heat, and all theſe things ſhall be diſſolved ();“ 
as the infected garment was burned with fire, and 
the infected houſe demoliſhed from its very foun- 
dation, The leper under the law was excluded 
from the ſociety of men; and when the diſtemper 
came to a great height, or infected the head, he 
was to ule the ſignals of deepeſt mourning; his 
cloathes were to be rent, his head bare, and a co- 
vering upon his upper lip, and as he went, he 
was to cry, Unclean ! unclean ! But the leproſy 
of lin excludes the miſerable ſoul from all inter- 
courſe with Ged, communion with. angels, fel- 
lowhip with Jeſus, ſociety with rhe ſpirits of juſt 
men, and accels to the heavenly Jeruſalem, where . 
nothing that is defiled. can enter. O difmal ſo- 
mude ! O terrible Eparation ! ! With what tears 
Jhall dt be deplored What tokens of mourning ; 
are deep enough to exprefe re melancholy Nate! 5 
And, alas 1we wes male 
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Adam without exception; ſor they are altoge. 


ec good, no not one (a). How can he be clean 
464 that 1 is born of a Woman (3): * 


with extraordinary caution, in inſpeQing the 
Tymptoms of this hateſuldiſtemper, when ſo much 


_ depended upon the ſentence he ſhould pronounce. 
A perſon was not to be pronounced unclean an a 
ſudden, nor upon every flight ſymptom of leproſy 

that might have appeared in his fleſh z for the 
ſuſpected Iſraelite was to be ſhut up e days, 


the ſymptoms were favourable or malignant. 
This ſurely was deſigned to inculcate the extraor- 
5 dinary eaution where with the office-bearers in the 


and ſeparate the precious from the vile; and that 
no man's ſtate ſhould be deemed bad, unleſs there 
.are moſt eviderit tokens of ſin having the domi. 


2 ſpot, freckle, or bliſter, was not to be judged a 


yet he was not a leper.. Nor are they all in a 
ſtate of fin, the vigour of whoſe Ipirityal lite ls 


 «(ﬆ) Pal. lid, z. (Job zxr, 4 (ee) James ui 7 
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ly to be found. It is hereditary to all thts bons of 


UA 


ther become filthy; there is none that doth 


\Þ 


No wonder the prieſt was joined to eee 


and on the ſeventh day to be judged according as 
church, as well as others, ought to try the ſprits, 


nion over him. Every man ho had in his ſkin 


leper. Nor muſt we ſay of every fin of inſirmi. 
ty, It is not the ſpot ofhis children : for in many 
e things we offend all (c). * Again, a man whoſe 
hair fell off his head or fore head, „through the Je» 


cay of nature, or otherwiſe, though he was bald, 
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. 


much, abated, and who, alas! have left cheir firſt 


| loy: Kea, though an Iſraelite was actually ſei- 


zed with! a leproſy, if there were tokens that | it 
was not gaining upon nature, but that nature was 
expelling it, as ſuppole the plague was not in 
ſight deeper than the ſkin, or if it ſpread not in 
the ſkin, or if the plague was ſomewhat dark, 
and there were black hairs in the riſing, or if it 
covered, all the ſkin from head to foot whereſo-: 


ever: the prieſt. looked; in any of theſe caſes he 


was not pronounced aa: for theſe were fa-' 

vourable ſymptoms that the diſtemper had not 
inſected the vitals ; that the whole maſs of blood 

was not corrupted 4, and that nature was ſtill 

ſtrong, and working aut the contagion, No 
more muſt we conclude, that they are ai] in a bad 
ſtate, who may take. up the pitiful complaint of, 
David,“ My loins are filled with a lothſome dit. 
« eaſe, and there is no ſoundneſs n y fleſh (a).?? 
The leper, whoſ: plague is not in ſight derper- 
than the ſkin, is he whole. liſe may in eed be 
ſtained with ſome external blemiſhes ; ; but he ſins. 
not with all his heart, which is fill. ſound in 
God's ſtatutes, The leper, whoſe play ue ſpreads. 


not in the ſkin, but was at a ſtay, is he who e- 


merges from his fall, like David or, Peter, by a 
ſpeedy repentance. Their fin was but a fab: : 
they waſhes their cloathes in- the blood of cars. 6 
and were clean. 


Tut leper, whoſe Oe) A dark, 
2pd the hairs not turned white, (a ſure ſign of the 


5 8 1 
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| firength of nature,) is he who has a principle of 
life and ſtrength within him, that never can be 
fabdued by the ſtrongeſt efforts of ſin, but ſhall 
prevail at thelaſt. The leper, who was all turned 
white in every part, from head to foot, (a ſign that 
the diſtemper was expelled from the vitals to the 
external parts, and that the cure was as good as 
_. wrought,) is he who has obtained an evangelical 
conviction of his natural pollution in heart and 
| life, that © he is altogether become filthy (a); and 


« that ia him, that is, in th YI ey 1 Fan 
3 a _— 2322 t 


— on the er hand, the bad en 
were ſuch as theſe. If the hair in the plague was 
turned white; if the plague was in fight deeper 
than the ſkin of his fleſh ; if there was quick raus 
Meſh in the riſing and if it ſpread itfelf further 
and further in the ſkin. And the worſt of all 
Kinds was the leproſy in the head: * The prieſt 
e ſhall pronounce him utterly unclean ; his plague 
e is in his head (e). He that had white and yel- 
low hair in the fore of his leproſy, is the ſigner 
who has no ſtrength to oppoſe any temptation, 
and can make no reſiſtance at all to the luſts of 
his own heart : for white hairs are figns of the de · 
bility of nature, and that death is faſt approach · 
ing. „Grey hairs,” ſaith the prophet Hoſes, 
te are here and there upon him, yet he knoweth 

it not (4). * Apd ſaith the Lord ot in ae, 


(a) Pfal, In. 3. (3) . 00 Le Ain. 44 
une d. s. 


« How weak is thine 585 bens thou Joſt - 
ow wg WRT. LEG 5 15915 


Hg whoſe OR was in Gght deeper than the 
kin, is an emblem of the ſinner who works wi:k- 
edneſs with full conſent, and-from the very bot- 
tom of his ſoul, whoſe tranſgrefſion proclaims, 
that his heart is not right in the fight of God, and 
to whom the words of the prophet may be ad- 


drefſed, « This thy Wickednels is bitter; it reach 


« eth unto thine heart (b). He that had quick 
raw fleſh in the riſing of his plague, miy perhaps 
devote the ſinner who cannot endure to be touch. 


ed or reprimanded for his fault, though in the 


gentleſt manner. This is a dangerous ſymptom, 
indeed ! David, this was not thy ſpot : ** Let 
the righteous {nite me; it ſhall be a kindneſs, 
et him reprove me, it ſhall be an excellent oil, 
e which ſhall not break my head (c).“ He whoſe 
plague did fpread in the ſkin, is the ſinner who 


waxes worſe and worſe, and increaſes unto more 
ungodlineſs. And, laſtly, the man, whoſe plague 
Was in his head, is the ſinner, the faults of whoſe 
life proceed from the errors of his mind; whoſe 


underſtanding is debauched by his will, and he is 


arrived at ſuch a pitch of wickedneſs, as to vindi 
cate. himſelf in the gratification of his luſts, and 


even to glory in his ſhame. He is utterly un- 
* and hardly, very bardlye” ſhall his cure be 


(a) Perk. xvi, be” (8) Jer. iv. 18. 1 (e) pal. i 


cli. 3. 
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| ever effected. But the rites 1 2 deniand 
our next attention, | 


- Warn: it pleaſed God, who. 8 this doleful | 


plague, to remove it again, the leper was fetched 
to the prieſt, or rather the prieſt unto the leper; 


and when, upon a narrow ſcrutiny, it appeared the 


cure was really wrought, he was pronounced 
clean; but not without practiſing various purging 
ceremonies on the firſt, che ſeventh, and the 
eighth day. Jeſus Chriſt is that prieſt to whom 
the leprous ſoul is brought, or rather who hath: 
condeſcended to come to us, who could not go to 
him, becauſe we were pelluted in our blood with- 
out the camp, aliens from the commonwealth of 


Iſrael. He is come, not merely to cleanſe them, 


Who are already healed, like the legal prieſt, but 


* to heal them who, without his helping hand, were 


abſolutely incurable. The Iſraelite, who Was 
brought for cleanſing to the prieſt, was himſelf 


to provide the neceſſary oblations, not without 
ſome coſt and toil. But the High Prieſt of good 


things to come, demands no ſuch conditions from 
thoſe who come for healing to their ſouls: him- 
ſelf has laid out the neceſſary charges, and has, by 


the one offering of himſelf for us; for ever per- 
| fected all them who are ſanctified. But let us 
| more narrowly attend to the ceremonies of clean- 
NE ling, in the order wherein ey were 1 ee 


On the firſt day of. the leper's appearance be- 
fore the prieſt, the prieſt was to take for him two 
birds alive and clean, and cedar wood, and ſcar. 


* 


8 
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ner dead, but now reſtored to life, which might 


n neus u- Leer. 211 
jet, and byſſop, to make with them a nn 
inſtrument. An earchen veſſel was filled with 
running water, over which one of the birds was 
to be killed, and the other bird, together with the 
ſprinkling inſtrument, being dipt in the bloody © 
water, the leper was to be ſprinkled with it ſeven 
times, and the bird let looſe into the open field. 
And the leper, though pronounced clean by the 
prieſt, was notwithſtanding to cleanſe himſelf- 
ſtill more, by waſhing his cloathes, ſhaving his 
hair, and bathing his whole body. And after 
that he was permitted to come into the camp; 
but he was to tarry abroad out of his tent ſeven 
days. Some have thought, and perhaps not with« 
out ſome reaſon, that the materials which were 
to be procured on this occaſion, might be ex- 
preſſive of that wholeſome ſtate on which the le» 
per was now to enter. Before he was in a man- 


be ſignified" by the living birds. Beſore he was 
putrefy ing, and in a ſtate of corruption, but now 
vigorous and robuſt, ſignified by the cedar, Be- 
fore he was pale and wan, but now of a lively - 
briſk complexion, ſignified by the ſcarlet. Be- 
fore he was nauſeous to the ſmell, but now cu- 
red of his ill ſcent, ſignified by the hy flop. - But 
what hinders us to think of ſtill greater myſteries, 
and to lift our thoughts to the purging, of our 
fins by our great High Prieſt? The two birds 
alive and clean, may denote the two natures of 
Jeſus Chriſt. The human nature Was put to 
death, but the divine nature was incapable of 


lulfering. By the human nature he died for our 


offences, and vy the divine nature hs roſe ; again 
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for our Juſtification; The ſprinkling inſtrument 
of tedar, ſcarlet, and hyſſop, may ſignify the 
ordinances of the goſpel, by which the bleſſings 
of Chriſt's death are communicated. The run- 
ning water is the Spirit of Chriſt, who is always 
impar ted to the heart, when the blood is ſprinkled 
on the conſcience. The earthen veſſel is an em. 
blem of the miniſters of Chriſt, who, though by 
| frail and brittle creatures, and deſpicable in the ll 'y- 
eye of the world, and ſome but of fnall capacity e 
and ſize, are intruſted with this invaluable trea. WI) 
fure of goſpel-grace, to be diſpenſed unto others. ſay 
And whereas the prieſt was to kill one of the 4 
birds, this intimates, that“ without ſhedding ſr 
c of blood is no remiſſion (a).” He was to dip pro 
che living bird in the blood of the dead one; this Ib 
imports, that the blood of Chriſt's nmaoiry ie, 
by the hypoſtatical union, the blood of his divini on 
ty, or the blood of God, which is the very thing I © 
that renders it the blood of atonement. The 
- ſprinkling inſtrument of cedar, ſcarlet, and hyſ. Why 
ſop, was to be dipt in the fame blood: for all 
the ordinances, and all the means of falvation, 
are ſanctified by the blood of Chriſt alone. In * 
this blood, if we may be allowed the expreſſion, I. 
muſt miniſters dip their fermons, if they would be FS 
profitable to men; and in this blqpd muſt Chri- PP 
ſtians dip their 885 works, if they expect them * 
to be acceptable unto God. The ſprinkling the W © 
leper ſeven times, bo 2 5 that 2 . Vil 
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uch is, by the blood. of frivkling, introduced 


into the conſcience, and which the royal penitent 


ſo pathetically breathes after, © Waſh me, and 1 
« all be clean; ſprinkle me with hy di and 


« I ſhall be whiter than the ſnow (2). The 
diſmiſſion of the other bird into the open field, 


may perhaps denote the reſurrection of the Son 
of God, or that his divine nature was untouched 
by death. Or, as the living bird received its liber - 
ty when dipt in the blood of the dead one; ſo we 
are made to know the power of his reiurrection, 
by the fellowſhip of his ſufferings, and may truly 
ſay, © Our ſoul is eſcaped as a bird out of che 


*« {nare_of, the fowler (6).” The leper, thus 


ſprinkled according to the ordinance, though 
pronounced clean by the prieſt, was required to 
have his hair, and waſh himlelf and his clothes 
in water, that he might be clean; which was not 
only a precaution to prevent relapſe, through 
any relicts of the diſtemper lurking in hig 
hair or garments, but may alſo point forth to us 
this momentous truth, that our being ſprinkled 


by our High Prieſt with the clean water of his - 
blood, does not at all ſuperſede the cleanſing _ 
ourſelves from all filthine ſs of the fleſh and ſpirit 
There is no perfon who partakes this glorious _ 
privilege, who endeavours not, as his duty to 
purify himſelf, to lay aſide all ſuperfluity of 
naughtineſs, to put off the old man, and to hate 


even the garment ſpotte d with the fleſh, by ha 


"ing no ep! with the unfrunful works of 
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darkneſs. Nor are his purifying endeavours to 


IN 
be intermitted, but perſiſted in all the days of ll .; : 
his life, as the leper was to repeat on the ſeventh Wl Bu 

day the ceremonies of ſhaving and waſhing ; for ger 

q ſanctification i is a gradual and progreſſive work, ſigh 

that ſhall not be completed till the week of this Wl por 

mortal life is fulfilled. © Such were the ceremo- net 

558 of the firſt and of the ſeventh 8 5 an 

On the 1 8 day, three lambs were to o be 

| - fetched for a treſpaſs-offering, a ſin offering, and 91 
a a burnt . offering, a quantity of fine flour for a ill . 

Wo meat · offering, and one log of oil. If he was not Wl. 

able to afford ſuch coſtly offerings, the Lord ac. 


cepted ſuch as he was able to get, which are alſo 
[ condeſcended upon in the law. Theſe ſacrifices, ble 
bein preſented, together with the leper, before 
me Lord, were to be offered in the uſual manner, W + 
But the blood of the treſpaſs-offering, was, by a oil 
- peculiar ceremony, to be applied to the extreme the 
parts of the leper's body, the tip of his right I fat 
ear, the thumb of his right hand, and the great IM *2. 
doe of his right foot. Above the bl od the oil i e 
© was to be applied in the ſame manner, and the I 8" 
overplus poured. upon bis head who was to be the 
dale. ned l heſe ſacrifices, without all doubt, had th; 
diue fame general meaning as vther ſacrifices ; and 80 


the pecul.ar.ccremonies were doubtleſs very ſigni« by 
ficaut: as if the prieſt had ſaid to the leper, «1 7 
« put this blood and this oil on your car, now you 4 


( are free to hear the word of God in any ſyna - 
« goge: I put it on your thumb, now you may 
& handle any thing, and not defile it : I put 


— 
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re them on your toe, now you may go where you 
0 pleaſe, and men will not avoid your ſociety,” 
But what forbids us to think of ill higher my 
ſteries? | Theſe particular parts of the'body may- 
ſignity the Preceptive and executive faculties, in 
both which we offend, and for both which we 
need the great propitiation . Was not this the 
language of that ſolemn rite? © Now you are 
« made clean, let all your faculties and powers 
ce be devoted to the ſervice of God. Let your 
10 ears be open to the commands of God. Let 
« the works of your hands be eſtabliſhed aud ac- 
a cepted by him. Let your footſteps be ordered 
« jn his word.” The oil that was put upon the 
blood, moſt certainly ſignifies the Holy Ghoſt, 
as a ſpirit of Gudification. By the blood of his 

merit, he forgives all our iniquities; and by the 
oil of his Spirit, he heals all our diſeaſes. By 

the firſt we are juſtified ; by the ſecond we are 
ſanRified., By, the hne, ſin ſhall not condemn, - 
to ſaffer the puniſhment it deſerves; and by the 


other, it mall not command, to obey the orders it 


gives. And whereas the remnant of the oil in 
the prieſt's hand was to be poured on his head 
that Was cleanſed, this moſt undoubtedly prefi- 
gured the ſhedding of the Holy Ghoſt on us a- 
bundantly, through Jeſus | Chriſt our Saviour. It 
is ſaid in one place, Ye have an union from 
* the holy One (a) 5 and in another,“ He who 
we hath anointed us, is Godz who hath allo ſeal- 


85 Hervey, nal; . Dial. Jo 
_- * (a) 1 John ik, 20. 
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te ed us, and given the nn of the _ in 
our hearts er 26k L3G 


"Soon fooliſh 2 part — hed Ifaclite acted, 
Wer had contented himſelf with making applica. 
tion to the phyſician, without having recourſe to 
the prieſt for the cleanſing of his leproſy ! Alas! 
the balm in Gilead could not ſupply the place of 
the ſacrificial blood. Nor do they act a wiſer part, 
who ſeek to the phyſicians of their own leg zal en- 
deavours for the cure of their leproſy, bur not 
unto Jeſus Chriſt the High Prieſt, who ſtands 
ready with his hy ſſop and blood. Can the rivers 
of Damaſcus compare with the waters of Iſrael? 
Bring us, O Lord, to the Jordan of thy grace for 
cleanſing theſe leprous ſouls ! © Lord, if thou 
40 wilt, thou canſt make us clean (6). O ſpriakle 
4 us with hyſſop, and we ſhall 185 1 0 © than 
« * the ſnow (e).“ . 


5 vv. The Iaw bers Then | 


TT i is not 8 nought he; near . among 
1 the Jews, and the Lord h mſelf, are alike de. 
nominated in the original Lnpuage of ch. le. 
brews. Why ſhould the name Go I. be common 

to him that acted the kinſman's part among the 
| Jews, and to the God of I' rael, if there were not 
2 great reſemblance betwixt the King offices of 
the one and the . appar of the otter 


| (0) . Cor, i, 215 43. (han. CP Fr 0 pt. li J. 
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And the propriety of this obſervation will more 


evidently appear from an induction of particulars... 
For what the earthly Goel, or neareſt blood-rela. 


tion, was enjoined to do for his brother under the 


Jaw, the heayenly Goel, that is, the all- -gracious 


Redeemer, hath done, in the moſt eminent man- 
ner, for finners of the human race under the 'go« 
ſpel. | If an Iſraelite died without children, the 


Goel was to marry his widow, to raiſe up ſeed un- 
to his brother, that his name might not periſh. If, 


through poverty, he had fold away his poſfeſſion, 
the Goel was to buy back his inheritance. If, for 
the ſame reaſon, he had ſold himſelf for a ſervant 


to another inan, the Goel was to redeem him from 


his maſter. And, laſtly, If an Iraelite was mur- 


dered, his Goel was to-aven ge his blood, by bring- 


ig the willul murderer to tuffer condigu puniſh- 


ment. Waving the political reaſon of theſe laws, 


we ſhall confine ourſelves to their allegovical in · 
terpretation; for, on all theſe accounts, the belie- 


ver in the promiſed Meffiah may ſay of him, with: 


Job, * e my Goel liveth (a). „ 


F ag the "RAY who hath 9 not left us 
this day without a Kinſman, to marry and raiſe up 
the ſeed of good works unto, our barren nature. 


Once ſhe, was fruitful unto God before the breach 


of the firſt covenant ; but now, alas! the image 
of God the wore at firſt is miſerably defaced ; her 
huſband the law is become dead and weak 
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children unto God, that is, can produce no aQion | 


that bears reſemblance unto him, or correſponds 
to the demands of the law. Sin and death, theſe 
are the only births of corrupt nature; and we 
may truly ſay of all men in their unrenewed 
ſtate, © They conceive miſchief, they bring forth 


> falſchood, and their belly prepareth deceit (a). s 
At beſt they can only ſay, We have Jaboured, 
% we have been in pain, we have brought forth 
4e wind (5). But the loving Kinſman conſented 


to marry this barren nature, by aſſuming a true 


body and a reaſonable ſou], its two eſſential parts, 
into a perſonal union with himſelf, and by uni 


ting with himſelf, in a myſtical union, a great 
number of individuals of our race. It is true, 
the match was moſt unequal, and huge difficul. 
dies were to be ſurmounted, before the marriage 
could be ſolemnized, and the bride prepared for 


ker huſband. But his love was ſtronger than 
death itſelf, and we are become dead to the law by 


tze body of Chriſt, that we might be married to 
another huſband, even to him that was raiſed 


from the dead, that the barren woman might 
keep houſe, and become a joyful mother of chil. 


_ dren, Now that our Maker is our Huſband, 


ſhe that was barren hath born feven, and the 


promiſe is accompliſhed, „ Thy wife ſhall be as 
e a fruitful vine by the ſides of thy houſe, her 
e children like olive plants round about thy 
4c table (e). We may truly affirm of all the 
Aappy abe that are 3 to the one Hul 


$6)Job xv, 5. . I. 18, 00 Pt — 3 
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bend, 0 Every one beareth twins,” the love of 
God and his neighbour, „and none is barren 
« among them (a).“ Theſe «children are indeed 
« the heritage of the Lord, and this fruit of the 
« wonth his reward: happy is the man that hath 
« his quiver full of them (ö). Here am 1,” will 
he ſay in the great day of the Lord, „and the 
60 children whom thou haſt given me. (e). 75 


ͤ— ow — YO 9 „ 


l Brrsskb be the Lord, who hath net left us 
. without a Kinſman to redeem the mortgaged in- 
. heritance of everlaſting life, which, alas! we fold | 
; away for. one morſel of forbidden fruit, but are 
t Wl not able to buy back again by all the money of 
3 our obedience or ſufferings. None of our kin 


4 were able to pay the price. For all men being, | 
e equally involved in the ſame ruin, none of them 
r could redeem his brother: and angels, though glo- 
n rious and perfect creatures, yet needed all their 
y holineſs for themſelves ; and had they undertook 
o to pay our debt, they would have, like the kinſ- 
d W manin Ruth, but married their own inberitance. 
t But, lo + what men and angels could not have 
1. done, the Son of God, clothed in fleth and 
„ blood, hath completely effected. The ranſom 
e vas paid down in the liquid gold of his precious: 
s blood to the utmoſt farthing of the legal demand. 
r Now heaven is a. purchaled poſſeſſion; and by 
y thy poverty we are become rich, O gracious Re. p 
e demer! Who for our fakes became you FO 3 
„the ſilver and the gold is thine, ti 
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* BLE$ XD be the Lord, who hath has: left us de 
without a Kinſman, to redeem not only the inhe. ve 
ritance to us, but us to the inheritance : for being an 
reduced to the moſt abject poverty by the loſs of i 
original righteouſneſs, and com munion with God, 
we ſold ourſelves, like the prodigat fon in the pa- 
rale, to the moit ſordid flavery of the devil; ſold 
ourſelves for a wretched ſuſtenance, the huſks that 
-. Swine do eat. From this inglorious ſervitude we 
could not by any means have extricated ourſelves, 
except the Kinſman, the Redeemer, had come to 
Zion; had taken upon him the formot a ſervant, 
and given himſelf a ranſom for all. Such was the 
hard condition of our reſcae; but in his love and 
in His pity he redeemed , Wie had Told our le lves 
for nonght: for © wich the Lord is plenteous 


* redemption, and he wil redeem Hrael adore 
e "all is iniquities (s)- „ „ THT BIT 


ie be the Di e with not e 
withoat a Kiafman to be the avenger of our 
blood, when the prince of the rebellious angels 
had maſſacred the human race in the loins of 
their great progenitor. That wicked ſpirit, (ung 
with fierce fc ſentment againſt 'theavenging God, 
and iſtimulated with envy | againſt innocent . 
happy man, feduced him to fall of from his Cre. 
ator, and to partake of his revolt. Thus he was 
a murderer from che beginning, not only of our 6 
_ bodies, which are, by his means, ſubje@ed unto ? 
the brit death, but of our ſouls, that are * F 
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dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, and liable to everlaſting 
vengeance, which is the ſecond death. The holy 
and righteous law of God was, ſhall we fay, the 
city of refuge to which he fled. He boaſted, 
« Shall the prey be taken from the mighty ? ſhall 
« the lawful captive be delivered (a)? For hav- 
ing in fome ſenſe the power of death, the ſting of 
which was fin, and the ſtrength of ſin was the 
law, what mere creature was able to enter into 
the palace of this. ſtrong. armed Apollyon, and 
fpoil Him of his armour? Whoever enters on 
this arduous enterpriſe, he muſt be able to unſting; 
death, by ſatistying the law. Here then let us 
adopt the ſublime rapture of the prophet, ©© The 
« Lord ſaw it, and it diſpleaſed him that there 
was no judgment. And he faw that there Wa 
&« no man, and wondered that there was no inter. 
« ceſſor: therefore his arm brought ſalvation un- 
&* ro him; and his righteouſneſs it ſuftained him. 


8 For he put on righteouſneſs as a breaſtplate, 
r & and an helmet of lalvation upon his head; and 
5 “he put on the garments of vengeance for clo. 


f * thing, and was clad with zeal as With a cloak (0. 
8 Or ſhall we uſe the ſtile of the New. Teſtament 
„ podle, when ſpeaking of this very thing? «© For. 
© aſauch.. then.as the children are partakers of 
« fleſh and blood, he alſo himſelf like wiſe took 
4 part of. the ſame ; z that through. death he might 


by 6 deſtroy, him that had. the -power of death, that 
4 « is, the devil. Vf REF The Redeemer has died, the 
* 


Redeemer has. riſen again); ; 0 bovine where . 
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thy . 0 death, where is thy fling ? For 
though the ſting of death is ſin, and though the 

e {trength of ſin is the law, thanks be to God who 
4% gives us the victory through Jeſus Chriſt our “ 
« Lord (a).“ The glorious Avenger of our blood il © 
| has not only puniſhed the murderer, (which is all WW © 
that man can do for his flaughtered brother;) but Ml © 
has reſtored life to the murdered, that in their “ 
own perſons they may overcome the wicked one, m 
Thus has he redeemed their ſoul from deceit and hi 
violence, and precious has their blood been in his fi 
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HEN the knowledge of the true God was Wl C 
"2 loſt among the degenerate nations, the fa. t 
| rally of Abraham was cheſen to be the repoſitory M \ 
of that moſt invaluable treaſure. It was promiſed 
in ſolemn manner to this venerable patriarch, that 
be ſhould have a numerous progeny, and a pecu: 
ar feed, that ſhould become an univerſal bleſſing 
to the world. In proceſs of time he was the pro- 
genitor of a mighty nation, divided into twelve 
- tribes ; who being fora a loag time the only vifible 
ſociety where God was worthipped, were diſtin. 
_ guithed from other people withwery high appella- 
Hons, and valuable privileges, They are ſtiled in 
the Old Teſtament, << a peculiar treaſure (b), a 


N e oY 8 4c}, 7002 an hay matten {), 


tai n Cor, xv. 36. 37 ( b) 1 E cog 4-1 7 (c) v ver. 6 
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« the inheritance (a), the vine yard (b), the con. 
« gregation (c), the tribes of the Lord of hoſts (d), 


e 

„and his firſt born ſon (e).“ “Jo chem pertain- 
ed the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the 
od “giving of the law, the ſervice of God, and the 


« promiſes. ' Theirs were the fathers, Ind from 
« them the Meſſias himſelf was to ſpring accord. 
ing to the fleſh(f).” This famous nation, after 
many viciſſitudes of fortune, were at laſt, for the 
horrid crime of rejecting and murdering the Meſ. 
ſiah, diſinherited by the off-nded God of iheir 
fathers, diveſted of all their glorious pri» lleges, 5 
rejected from the land of promiſe, and are become 
miſerable wanderer may ue nations. 


What ſhall we e fay then to. ; theſe inge Has 
as God caſt away his people. ? Is there no lſrael now 
3 to be found, among whom his name is great'? 2 
ry Yes ; though Iſrael, accur ding to the fleth, is no 
ed more the people of God, ſtill there is an holy na- 
ut tion, a royal prieſthood, a peculiar people, a true 
u. circumciſion, that worſhip God in the ſpirit, and 
ing have no confidence in the flefh. The finners of 
0. the Gentiles, who were once polluted as dogs, 
ve ſtupid as ſtones, are now, by the power of divine 
ble grace, become the children of Abraham, and the 
in. true Iſrael ef God. John ſaw the Chrittian I- 
la- rael ſealed in his myſterious villon, of every tribe 
in a ſelect number. And the twelve apoſtles of the 
4 Lamb are faid, in prophe tic ſtile, to ſit. on 
a), rwelve” JO” ew Judge oy Twelve poltate 
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tribes of Iſrael, when they became the ſpiritual 


| fathers of the holy Chriſtian nation, of which If. 


| rael, according to, the fleſh, was a hgure. Let 
us ſee where the reſemblance Hes. 


Aud, firſt, We might obſerve the ſmallneſ; of 
their beginning. They were ence but few in 
- number, the fewelt of all people, as their lawgiver 
told them. Though after wards they received a 
prodigious increaſe, they deſcended from twelve 
men, who ſprung, from one as good as dead, that 
Was called being alone. Exactly ſo, the Gentile 
church, though a great multitude that no man 
can number, are the fpiritual children of the 


twelve apoſtles, who ſprung from one that was . i 
. actually dead, though he lives for evermore. 4h 


Though the beginning of the goſpel church was 
fmall, like a grain of ſeed, or a little leaven, yet N 7 
its latter end _ en Wee 


| "Sdcomnty, The aden al eh e enemies "IVE lie 
ſerves our attention. This ancient people were the 
never without enemies of one fort, or other, in E. ; che 
gypt, in the wilderneſs, and even in Canaanitſelf. 1 
The church of Chriſt has always; in this ſtate of 
warfare, her Egypt, her Amalek, her Edem, her , 
Moab, her Philiſtines, and her Babylen. This lat I 
being the moſt eminent ſoe of the ancient race 
of Irael, is viewed, in the prophetie book of the : 1 
= - New Teſtament, as a figure of the: malignant 

1 church, or Antichriſtian ſtate, the moſt formidable ; 
adverſary of the true church ſince the aſcenſion: on 
tt our: Lord. And e Se Nemec Alert | 


by. De boly Notion. of Ifracl. nts © f 
jons of ancient Babylon, by whoſe rivers the me- | 
lancholy captives of Iſrael ſat down and wept, are 
ith the moſt evident propriety applied by the 
New- Teſtament prophet to that powerful, that 
wealthy, that ido/atrous, that perſecuting church 
of Rome, that fits on the many waters of kin- 
ereds, and nations, and people, and tongues, 
Though, like the ancient Babylon, her predecef. 
lor and type, the thoul4 defy all danger, live de- 
licuſly, and boatt the is a queen, and no widow, 
and ſhall not know the lots of children; yet, at 
the appointed time, the cry of her a enz 
ker final, her total deſtruction ſhall be heard; 


: (cc. Daughter of Baby on, m ar te deftrnaiong 
« blefled ſha ll h be that rewards! dee, 45 thou 
7 «> haſt done unto us 00. [14:38 Gs 4 
* : 


Tas: eminent ee of Uſrael ; is Þ 4 next 
ing we ſhall notice. Tho? they were an af. 
„ ficted nation from the beginning, lying among 
* the pors, travelling thro? che floods, traverſi SL 
the wilderneſs, weeping by Babel: reauis; yet 
1 happy watt thou, O Iſrael, a people fav ed by 
che Lord, the fhield ef tly help, and the Tv ord 
« of thine excellency (5).” The houſe of bon · 


4 dage could not detain them; the waters of che-ſea 4 
e could not overflow them; dhe wilderne ſs could not 
1 famith them; and Babylon could not hold them in 

t Wcxptivity. Who knows not, that theſe illuſtrious 
2 vorks of God in behalf of the choſen ſeed, are 

9 ung in (05 numbers uy the mann penmen, i im 

! 48). Pl, era. s. a benen a 


2 this world, Ee 


426 Topical Things. Bock I. 
Phraſes that deſcribe the common falvation, and 
the redemption of the world from ſtill more dread. 
ful foes ? And the illuſtrious perſons, who, un 
der God, atchieved the ſeveral reſcues of ancient Wn 
Iſrael, are ſpoke of, in the prophets, in phraſe 
ane! may be well adapted to the Meſſiah himfelf, 


Tur ſingularity of their laws 260 cuſtoms, 
Which were, by Heaven's appointment, divers 

from all people, was no doubt intended to adum- 
brate that diſtinguiſhing ſanctity, fo different from 
the faſhions of this world, which ought to adorn 
the holy Chriſtian nation. The Jews of old were 
not more ridiculed by their ſcornful neighbours, 
for the ſeeming oddity of their national uſages, 
than the peculiar people of Chriſt have been in 


every age, for their zealous attachment to the di: 
vine law, and becauſe they were not conformed 


Bur a principal wiog "Ip which the wit 
nation was 2 typical people, is the. glorious na» 
tional privileges they polleſſed, the chief of which 
we ſhall mention. To them belonged the adop- 
tion to be God's firſt- born ſon, or the election to 
be his peculiar people: a privilege that exalted. 
them high above all nations, and. yet was not con- 
ferred upon them becauſe of their own worthineſs 
or excellency, of whatever kind, but ſolely be. 
cauſe it was the good pleaſure of God to beſtow 

this glorious dignity upon them. Even ſo, the 
election and adoption of the general aſſembly and 
church of che firſt. born, whoſe names are written 


Ih heave ariſes from the ſame ſource, the good 
Jeaſure of his will, and purpoſe in grace; not of 


nce, as the holy temple, the ſacred fire, and the 


What nation was ſo great, to have the Lord ſs 


None but that holy nation, whoſe prerogative is 


te BW.:nd of Moſes, as a mediator betwixt God and 
5 Whew. So to the Chriſtian church belongs the 
„ Ni or covenant of works, ordained in the hand 


bet ; they brake the covenant, and God regard- 


of, rone; nor muft the ordinances of men claim 
PY omage from the ſubjects of Jeſus Chriſt, except 


| 8) Hal, ai 10 


xj The hol Nation of eee. 1 


orks, leaſt any man ſhould boaſt. To them be. 
nged the glorious ſymbols of the divine pre- 


bright eloud of the ſanctuary; though by degrees 


theſe ſhadows vaniſhed, as the body approached. 


ear them in the viſible tokens of his preſence 7 


; to behold the glory of the incarnate Werd, 
od manifeſted i in the fleſh, To them belonged Y 
he law or covenant of works, ordained in the 


pf 223 Chriſt, the Mediator between God and 
Their mediator could not falfil the law roy 


d wa not, But Chrift hath magnified the law, 
nd made it honourable, by a moſt compleat ſa- 
isfaction and meritorious obedience. To them 
longed a eivil government, modelled by God 
imſelf; for their ſtate was a theocracy, and the 
ord ſaid unto them, © I will be thy King (a).“ 
xactly ſo, the laws of the New. Teſtament king · 
om are all enadted by him that fits upon the _. 


i ſo far as they comport with his poſitive inſti· 
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according to theſe rites which himſelf preſcribe 
An emblem of that reaſonable and Acceptabl 
ſervice which appertains to the true church, aul 
which is found no where but among the fociei 
of Chriſtian worſhippers, To them pertainel 
the promiſes of reſt in Canaan the pleafant land, 


and of victory over the devoted nations. 80 U X 
the Chriſtian church belongs the promiſe of ever. | 
laſting life, and final reſt in the better heavenly B 
country, to recompence their. wanderings thro 

the mazy wilderneſs of this world ; and the pro. mi: 
mife of compleat victory over the nations of ſpi be 
ritual foes, the luſts that war in their earthj rei 
members: a more glorious honour this, than u fer 


ſtorm a city ! as, © he that ruleth over his ownfi bit 
« ſirit is better than the mighty (a). „ i 
00 ' honour have all his ſaints (8).” a FED 8 4% 


— 


- Hire let us end- adoring ine riches of that, 
divine goodneſs, in bringing nigh, by th blo d | 
his dear Son, thoſe thar were far off, Gentile. i 
the uncircumeiſion of their fleſh, aliens from the 
commonwealth of Ifracl—rrembling at the feve 
rity of divine juſtice towards that liutul lation, 
who are now as much depreſſed above. al: othe 
: people, as once they were exalted below them, ch. 
Let us recollect the apoſtle's neceſſary admoni 
tion: © Becauſe of unbelief they were broken of 
ce and by faith we ſtaud: Be-not high minded: but 


e e (ve): Happy they who are endowe: wit! : 
this" noble dag Suck are Htraelſtes indeed 15 


La) Prov, xvi, 32. 020 P cali. 90)! fc) Rem, xi. 20 


* 4 po 


The vierory over the Nations of Canaan, 22g 


« though Abraham be ignorant of them, and If. 
« rael atcording to the fleſh acknowledge them 
« not (a). For if we are Chriſt's, then are we A- 
« braham's ſeed, and heirs according to the pro- 
« riſe (5). 


XVI. The 22 over the Nations f Canaar, 


pron: the tribes of the 1070 could nolleſh 
their goodly heritage, the numerous and 
mighty nations that dwelt in Canaan were firſt to 
be expelled, What if for once the eternal Sove- 
reign,and juſt Governor of the world, ſhall tranſ. 
n toll fer to a choſen ſeed, the property of a land inha. 
oui bited by guilty wretches, © and put into their 
i bi hand a two-edged ſword, to execute vengeance 
« upon the Heathen, and puniſhments upon the 
people; to bind their kings with chains, and 
« their nobles with fetters of iron; to execute 
upon them the judgment written (c) ;” ſhall 
we therefore-preſume to cenſure the Majeſty of 
heaven as cruel and unjuſt ? Ne: the horrid 
wickedneſs of theſe nations fully juſtized the ſe. 
verity of their doom; and the perempiory com. 
mand of God abſolves the Iiraclites from the 
charge of barbarity, in becoming the execution- 
ers of the ſentence. If ſome in latter ages have, 
wich equal cruelty and injuſtice, for Heaven's 
cauſe, (a horrid pretence 1) made deſolate mo. 
earth, let them not plead this pretedent; for as 
ſuch a mandate was never "ny haſvre, ſo qo? it 


e | 
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never be repented again. But leaving i it to Gol 

himſelf to vindicate his ways to man, as he à 

well able to do, we ſhall proceed to notice th 


ſpiritual privilege of the true Iſrael, 1 5 by lu 
this victory over the nations. h. 


Senwark it were not . to view it tr 
an emblem of the conqueſt over the world obtain. a 
ed by the frft preachers and profeſſors of Chri. Fit 


fſtianity under the banner of the croſe, though Ju 


not with carnal weapons, Though it is very ft gc 
that the Antichriſtiaa kingdom ſhall be promoted pl 
by the horrid methods of torture, maſſacre, fire 
and faggot, the Son of man came not to deſtroy 


mens lives, but to ſave them. If the apoſtles of 
the Lamb had a two-edged ſword in their hand, io = 
was the ſword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God: faith was their ſhield, righteouſneſs their 5 
| breaſtplate, and their helmet was the hope of {al. wy 
vation, Equipt with this armour of light, the PN 
ſubdued the nations to the obedience of faith : nc 3 
could the perſecutor's ſword, the philolopher' of 
wiſdom, nor the inveterate cuſtoms of the popu . 
lace, received by tradition from their fathers, x n 
tard the progreſs of their victorious arms, though 15 
to the outward eye, they ſeemed but as graſhop 10 
25 before theſe formidable ſons of 8 - e 
(cy 
WX 2 alſo 0 take occaſion, to think ) 45 
that dominion which the bpright ſhall have in i 


morning of the reſurrection, when the- ſaints 6 
: the Mos 1 mall fit with rl * 


* 
* * 
- 


Soak, and in ſuch manner as is competent un- 
to them, thall judge | the world of wicked men 
| ang angels. Even in this imperfect ſtate, the 
Juſtre of divine graces, and beauties of holineſs, 


mids of proud and wicked men. A judge has 


a lamb. Theſe are preludes of that final ſupe- 
tiority of the righteous in the deciſive hour of 
judgment, when the evil ſhall bow before the 


good, and be aſhamed for their * at the pore 
ple they deſpiſed. e | 4155 


þ 


Bur chiefly the Canaanites v we oma endeavour 
to extirpate, are the luſts that war in our mem- 
bers, that war againſt the foul. Againſt theſe in- 


indeed, here point your revenge, kere bend your 


was fatal. to Iſrael of old; they were forbid to 
ſeek their peace or. their wealth for ever : but if 


unto vou, ſcourge: in your tides, and thorns 


1 ä "i Joh, ll 13. | 
4 "0" 2 * CE 


* 


ne victory oper the Nations if Canaan. 23 1 BE 


have commanded reſpect and veneration in the 


| trembled before a priſoner, and a fox has feared 


ward foes mult we lift the hand of violence,.if we 
mean to take the kingdom of heaven. _ Ifraclites 


indignation ! To pity theſe, is the higheſt cruelty 
to yourſelves; and to make any league with them 
is to be overcome, To mingle with theſe nations 


they thould cieave to the remuant of theſe na- 
tions, on whatever pretence, ** kiivw for c: Ttain, 
that the Lord your; God will no more arive 
12 them out, but they thall be tnares and traps 


« in your eyes, and. ſhall vex you in the. good 0 
4 . N ve Uvell (a)., 55 Soch grieving 7 
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thorns are meg corruptions in dur Hearts 


| RIG 4 ſource of ann. neten 
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and if we conſult our peace and ſafety, it will be 
dur conſtant work to weaken their power by all 
poſſible means. But to attempt a reconciliation 
of holineſs and fin, to mediate peace between 
theſe contrary principles, is to entail «ca Our: 


WL Canaanitiſh nations. were. not ts the 
feſt inhabitants of the country, but, greater in 


number, and mightier in power, than Iſrael their 


conqueror. So in the holy war, the fin that 
dwells in the ſoul, is the firſt poſleſſor, and'migh- 
tier than tub principal of gract received. Thanks 


tc its omnipotent Ally, that iniquity prevalts not 


againſt it; even to a total victory. Let none be 


deterred from Ryhithig tlie good fight of faith 4. 
Hainlt theſe Inward enemies, thotgh perhaps foine 
branches of the body of ſin may ſeem ſv vivacious 
s eren to gather new life by their foils ; may 


ſeem to have intrenched themſelves ſo deep in 


the conſfitution of the Pool; and to Uerive fo ma. 


vy advantages from outward ircamſtinces in life 
that to &pel them is equally: impolfible, As for 


te Iſraelites tö aride out thoſe Candänites who 
had chariots of iron. Under the divine conduct 


df Jeſüs Chriſt, our true Joffiua; we'thall fet our 


Feet upon the Hecks of thofe dreadful foes, Take 
unto you the whole armbur of God, and remove 
= Every Accurſed ching from tlie midſt of thee, 0 I 


_ raeh Ad the Lord thy God will drive 6ut theſe 
. nations before thee by little and little. Their de. 
ſence is already departed from them, Gnce the 


— 
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1 the ſtrength of ſin, is perfectly fulfilled, and 
ſtript of its condemning power. A time, a hap- 


7 time will come, when no Jebuſite ſhall dwell 


in the land, when no latent corruption ſhall infeſt 
thy ſoul, and there ſhall be no pricking briar, nor 
any grieving thorn to the houſe of Iffael: for it 
is the gracious promiſe of the Captain of our ſal⸗ 
vation, © He that overcometh, and keepeth my 
N55 words unto the end, to him will 1, give power 
60 over the nations, and he ſhall rule them with 
4 4 rod of iron, as the veſſels of a ! ſhall 
10 « they, be broken to ſhivers fa}! wi 


| * | * e of Hager and Sarah. 


8. welare informed by che great 3 5 of che 
Gentiles, that the private hiſtory of Abra- 

bau- 's family. was a pr elage of che events that hap- 
5505 to his. n Ws ſhall LOSE it a i 


141 


WW, the. accomplituvent. \ was as long pat = 


wife proyed barren ; old age was ſtealing an a- 


no human probability 


pace; and there ſee nec 
that Sarah ſhould have a ſon:,, She gught, how- 


ever, to haye believed him faithful who, had prov · 


miſe, and fully, able to perform What he had 


ſaid. She ſhould, not have deyiſed, unlawful 


means of helping the promiſe 49 bring, forth, 


bus, N expected God's ti me, 5 W 5 


Gals 10 bi 1 be; Rev. R. 26. n . 
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Which is Aways the beſt. But it was he wiſe; : 
for in the ardour of impatience, ſhe urges Abra- 
| ham her huſband ro marry: Her bond-maid ; fond. 

OY ly imagining, that this ſtratagem might compen- 
fate her on barrenneſs, and forward the birth 
of the promiſed ſeed. Whatever hümility and 
ſelf denial this good woman may be ſuppoſed to 

have acted, in making ſuch a propoſal, it cannot 
certainly be vindicated from the charge of being 
in itſelf immoral, and contrary to the original 
dictates of the li of nature: for though polyga- 
my was ordinarily praiſed in the primitive ages 
of the world, and even in the patriarchal families, 

Who profeſſed the true. religion, it is neither to be 

excuſed nor imitated, There is no ground to 
think that God approved, though he tolerated 
he cuſtom of having more wives than one. From 
the beginning it was not ſo. And indeed” the fa- 
mily-broils, which the fert cripture frequently men- 
tions, as occalioried by 150 practice, is 2 ſuſlicient 
confirmation of its manifeſt incoovenience. * "Of 
this we have a lively inſtance in the prefent caſe : 


for no ſooner is this unla w ful overture” of Sarah m 
complied with by her huſband, 'by taking Hagar th 
into his bed, chan the jaſplent and ditrelpeä fl ri 

| cirriage of the bond maid, When ſſte ſaw thar the 8 
Hadi conteived, raifed fach variance in rhe family, w 
that at laſt he is ob Hged to run away (rot the re» 8 

| fentment of her injured miſtreſs. But returning, Fr 
3 atid'kumbling herſelf, a peace was again patched ce 
up for à tithe, She bears Iſhmael, Abrakam's h 


K&rit-borm ſon; bug this was net the child of the 
| promiſe, There was ms 3 hone 


poſt e, after the'fleſh (a). The happy ſeed, that 
ſhould become à bleſſing to the world, muſt be 


born in lawful wedlock; not of a bond · maid, but 
of a free woman. And, Sarah, why did yo 
doubt if the power of Gad was able to make the 

barren woman a joyful mother? How abſurd is 


it for any to haſten providence + Give it time, 
and it will do all things well. For when, in pro« 


ceſ; of time, Abraham's body is as dead as Sarah's 
womb, lo, Iſaac is conceived and born; Tfaac the 
promiſed- ſeed, Iſaac the long expected child, is 


brought forth, to the great joy of his parents, a 
ſon of their old age. By this time Iſhmael is be- 
come a youth, and arrived at years of ſome diſ- 
 cretion ; but he walks rather in the ſteps of his 
mother than of his father; and is fo daring, as to 
mock at his younger brother, at his weaning 


feaſt. Though one would be willing to excuſe 
this behaviour, as proceeding only 25 puerile 
levity, the ſeverity of the puniſhtnent inflicted for 


this fault ſeems 'to'evince, that there was a great 


mixture of impiety in this inſulting carriage, and 


that the promiſe itfelf was the chief thing he de- 


rided. It could not fail te be very irritating to 
Sarah, to 6bſerve how ill her kindneſs to Hagab 


was regte by the undutiful deportment of her 


9 


fon ; and When ſhe urged their preſent difmillion. 


From! the family, Abraham was not over ready to: 


| comply with this requeſt, becauſe « of the affecton 
he bore t to o Tthmael ; and he hoped that the paſſion | 


+48 le 60 Gal. OY 9 405 
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alt Phe poi of: Hager and Nerd. 238 
bie birth; which ws, to uſe the phraſe of the a- 
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of his . 4 high juſt, would ſoon ſubſide. But 
the motion of Sarah, “ Caſt out the bond wo. 0 
c man and her ſon; for the .fon of the bond wo. * 


Il 
© man ſhall not be heir with wy ſon, even with - 
« Iſaac (a),“ is backed with a mandate from God WW .. 

himſelf. And accordingly the father of the Jew. for 


iſh nati on, which is very remarkable, diſcards pet 
from his family his eldeſt ſon, who was equally WW | 


circumciſed with Iſaac, never, as would ſeem, to . 
return again. And this was done by the poſitive W 1 
command of God himſelf, with a ſpecial view to tes 

prefigure the future rejection of a great part of lie 

Abraham's natural poſterity, that were only de-. lit 
ſcended from him according to the fleft, * 


THAT this was the ſecret deſign of providence 

in this memorable ſtory, might been conjectured 
from the 1 narrative of Moſes... But we are not 
allowed ſo muchas to doubt of it , by that infallible 
enxpoſitor of the law, Paul the apoſtle, of Jeſus 
_ Chriſt ; who, diſcourſing on this very ſubject to 
the revolted Galatian churches, expreſsly ſays, 
„Which. things are an allegory, for theſe (wo- 
40 men) are the two covenants (ö).“ According 

Tc this apoſtle, Hagar, with her ſon. was ſecretly 
deſigned to repreſent the covenant that preſcribes 
our own obedience. as the, meritorious condition 
of juſtification and life; a repre ſeritation of which 
covenant was exhibited in mount Sinai in Ara- 
bia, and it alſo anſwers to Jeruſalem that now is, 


8 


2 ad is in in bondage with her wh ge that! ls 80 


(e Gen. xx. 40 169: | 61 Gal, in. 2% 
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WM the preſent apoſtate church of the Jews,” Who ex- 
" MW pct to be juctißed by the works of the law, and 


all who imitate their example. Upon the other 
hand, Sarah the free woman, with Iſaac her ſon, 
is an emblem of the covenant that directs to lock 
for ſalvation only by the righte uſueſs of a middle 


venant was publiſhed from mount Zion, and an- 
fuers to Jerulalem above, or the true church, 
whether of Jews or Gentiles that is free from the 
legal yoke, and is the mother of us all, if we be- 
lie ve. Let us purſue this beautiful allegory a 
little in the track which the Ne has marked 
1 fr, it it may de aid, that a as 1 the 


tree woman vaas before Hagar; ſo the promiſe 
was before the law, and the covenant of grace an- 


tions as commencing from all everlaſting, the pro- 
miſe; or revelation of this eternal covenant, was 


ae * 748 „ PN 3 


the maid.; ſo the goſpel is the miſtreſs to which 


be law was ſubſer vient. If Hagar had: kept her 


5 ſtation, without departing from that ſubordina- 


> W tion ſhe owed to Sarah, ſhe might then been of 
ſingular uſe in the patriarch's family, inſtead of 
raiſing theſe broils and animoſities which were af. 


— 


perſon, without the works of the law ; which co- 


tecedent unto the covenant of works. Not to 
ſpeak of the federal tranſaction betwixt the Father 
and the Son, which the ſeripture frequently men. 


_ exhibited to the church 8 before the Sinai diſ- 


4 Sarah was the miſtreſs, = TS 5 
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© Typical Things, Book II. 
| terwards occaſioned by her. For a fervent bear. 
ing rule, is one of Solomon's unſeemly things; 
and among, other things which the earth cannat 
bear, and for which it is diſquieted, he menticng 
an odious woman when ſhe is married, and a 
| handwaid that is heir to her miſtreſs. So if the 
legal covenant be kept in its own room and place, 
the may greatly ſerve the covenant of grace ; ſhe 
may be remarkably uſeſul to convinee of lin, aud 
to endear a Saviour: for © the law,” as the a. 
poſtle affirms, is good if a man uſe it lawful. 
* ly (a).“ But if this bond maid, the law, allume 
the ſole dominion, and rival her miſtreſs, to whom 
the ſhould humble herſelf, that is, if the takes 
upon her to juſtify and fave, the then works 
wrath, and is fatally nenen And this the 
event proved. 3 


236 


HAAR is when ( 3 as it 1 into the 
bed of Sarah. This ſeems to have prefigured, 

that the law ſhould be taken into the room of the 
"goſpel: for as Abraham, after he was married to 
the free woman, turned aſide to the bond. maid; 
fo bis poſterity, after they received the ne, 
from whenee alone they ſhould have looked far 
© Juſtification, and everlaſting life, turned aſide to 
the law, which was added for other ends, and ex- 
| pected from the law chat which the promiſe only 
can confer.” Whoever they be, whether of the 
Nevin or e e e chat mw 


(a) 1 Tim. 2. 8. 


[i 


"ſat ; ſo of the goſpel church, her antitype, the 


© leud, chk that didſt not travel with child 
« for more are the children of the deſolate, than 


«a Late Op.” ” 


be allegory of Hagar and Sarah. © 239 
opon their own 'righteouſneſs, either as the ſole 
or partial cauſe of their ſalvation, they are guilty 
of the ſame fault in the myſtery that Abraham 
was in the letter, when he permitted Hagar to a- 
ſend the bed of her miſtreis. a, | 


Tuoben ee barren, Hagar is not. 
The birth of Iſhmael is not near ſo difficult as the 
birth of Iſaac. It is a far ealier matter for the 
law to gender children unto bondage, than for the 
premiſe to bi ing forth children unto liberty. Je- 
ruſalem above, or the true goſpel church, labours 
indeed to bring forth ſpiritual children: but, ati! 
how few are the children of this free woman, to 
the vaſt ſhoals of legal profeſſors who deſire to 
be under the law ! the moſt eminent preachers 
of the goſpel, have had ground for complaining, 
“Lord, who hath believed our report (a)?“ and 
that hey laboured in vain, and ſpent their ſtrength 
in van, and for nought.\ But as the womb of 
Sarah was at laſt opened, after it had been long 
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prophet cries, © Sing, O barren, thou that didft 
« not bear; break forth into ſinging, and cry a- 


« the children of the married wife, ſaith the 


Tus inſolent behaviour of Iſhmael, the fon of 
the bond-maid, when he mocked the child of er 


{a) II. lit. 'ts (6) Chap. Ur. 1. 


BY. 


ES | 
. . NS 
* 


of the per ſecuting ſpirit of ſelf. juſticiaries againſ 


Vos... Ys Book us 


ble; a nobler than- himſelf, is an emblen 


the true believers in all ages: for as he who was 
born after the fleſn perſecuted him who was born 
after the Spirit, even ſo it is now. Witneſs tke 


_ enmity. of the Jews againſt the ſpreading of the 
_ goſpel! Witneſs the Papiſts bloody rage ! Wit. 
- nefs ye flames, that reduced to aſhes the bodies of 
/ tÞ many noble martyrs! Yea, and all that will 
Eve godly in Chriſt Jeſus, muſt be coutent, in one 


wap or e to ſuffer rerſecmien. 8 


3 dhe nes of 9 * A+ 


: ab family, pronounced by the ſcripture a. 
gainſt the bond woman and her ſon, was a ſure 


preſage of the irre voc able doom of all the chil. 
dren of the law, though, like the circumciſed, 


but mocking Iſhmael, they are born in the 


church, and wear the proſeſſorꝰs badge. * Abra- 
Fe ham,“ ſays the ſcripture, 4e roſe car ly in the 
te morning, took bread and a bottle of water, and 
40 gave it unto Hagar and the child, and ſent her 


e away; and ſhe departed, and wandered in the 
e wilderneſs. of Beerſheba (a).“ Even ſo the 
= carnal Jews, though Abraham's natural ſeed, are 
now caſt out from the church, and wander theo 
the world. And. all; who remain under the law, 
and are not, as Iſaac was, the children of the 
promiſe, ſha]! be in like manner caſt out from 
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1. The law of the Cities of Refuge. 3 | 4 


To inſpire the minds of the Iſraelites TP 

greater horror at the dreadful ſin or 
murder, it pleaſed God, their Judge and Laws 
giver, not only to appoint that the durderer 
ſhould be put to death, but te permit the aven- 
ger of blood, or the near kinfman, to kill, with 
impunity from men, the unfortunate manflayer, 
who without malice or defign was the inſtru- 
ment of taking away the life of his neighbour. 
But 'to counterbalance this permiſſion, and to 
protect an unhappy man from the effects of raſh 
reſentment, it pleaſed the ſame good, God to ap- 
point eities of refuge in his common wealth, to 
which the manſlayer might fly as his ſanQuary 
from the avenger. Theſe cities were ſix in num. 
ber; three in the land of Canaan, and three on 


the other fide of Jordan, They belonged to the 


tribe of Levi. The roads'to them were prepared 
by authority. And that nothing might retard the 
flight of the hapleſs manſlayer, to whom every 
moment was precious, they ſay, that the breadth 
of the. road was dirty two cubirs:; AY Res 


* See Numb. uv. Joſh, . TIP 
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there happened to be water, it was laid over 


with a bridge; and that, at the croſs ways, the 


iner iption of Refuge, Refuge, directed where to 


bend his courſe. In the city of refuge he was 


ſupplied with all neceſſary accommodations, and 


his life once more was protected by the laws of 
the realm. He was not, however, to venture 


without the precincts of the hoſpitable. town; 
for if the avenger of blood ſhould find and kill 
him, he would not been puniſhed as a murderes 
; for doing it. The death of the high prieſt was 


the firſt thing that releaſed him from his confine. 
ment, and left him at liberty to go where. ever 


he pleaſed. Even ſo, by the death of the great 
High Prieſt, the guilty ſinner is reſcued from 


bondage and e into the glorious lis 
berty of the ſogs of God. 


Bur what we intend chielh to notice here, is 


the reſemblance betwixt the flight of the man. 


: ſlayer to the cities of refuge,' and of the ſinner to 


Jeſus Chriſt, as the hope ſet before him. And 


perhaps it will appear very probable, that the 


method of our ſalvation was typified by this Mo. 


lac law ; at leaſt, that here is no o contemptible 


we. e 
Lr. the e 60 an ls of” the guilty 


tives, who, by violating the precept of the holy 


law, butchers. his own foul, murders his veigh- 
bour, and, in ſome manner, aſſaſſinates God him- 
elf, whoſe very being is * 8 the com- 


miſſion of every fin. e 


"2 0%, 
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"73.8: The law of the' Cities of Refuge- 4 43 
Lr the avenger of blood denote the ine xo- 
rable juſtice of an angry God, whoſe wrath it is 
alike impoſſible to ſnun or to endure; the dread- 
ſul curſe of tlie condemning law, whoſe quiver. 
is filled with the arrows of every divine threate 
ning the invenamed {ting of a reſentful con- 
ſciende, which, infixed in the. ſoul, can make it 


a terror to itſelf, and all around: —or death, 


the grizly king of terrors, the univerſal deſtroy. 
er of the nations, through fear of whom many 
are held in bondage all their lifetime. Yea, what 
creature is not ready, at the ſlighte ſt intimation 
of che divine will, to ſtart up an avenger of its 
Creators quarrel _y: the. an erimi· 
mage. 2 i TT gen 


Lr the cities of refuge 8 the glorious 
Immanuel, and his bleſſed mediation. Theſe ci- 
ties pertained to the promiſed land, and were to 
be found no where elſe. So the ſalvation of Je- 
ſus Chriſt is exhibited in the church: Upon 
© mount Zion there ſhall be deliverance (a); and 
« God is known in her palaces for a refuge (b).“ 
They belonged. to the prieſtly tribe. And the. 
prieſtly office of the Redeemer is that branch of 


his character which affords the moſt immediate 


relief to the ſin · burdened ſoul. They were ſix 
in number, and ſcattered through the territories 
of Iſrael at convenient diſtances, that where. ever, 
the misfortune ſhould happen, the manſlayer 
not have far to 180 to one or other of ene 


* oy 2 : 1 
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May not tliis put us in mind, that our Redeemer 0 
is a preſent help in trouble? to find whom, we is 
need neither climb up into heaven, nor dive into he 
the bottom of the ſea: for the word is nigh un. ot 
to us. And in this word, the great IEHOvan ab 
brings near his righteouſneſs, and his ſalvation. me 
The patency and plainneſs of the roads that led wy 
re 


to theſe cities of protection, may occaſion our 
reſlectiug on much the ſame thing. Guilty, con. IM e 


demned, trembling ſinner, ſee how thy city of ſec 
refuge expands her gates! how the ſtumbling. 2 
the 


blocks are removed ! how the way is prepared | 
how the law is fatisfied, juſtice atoned, and God Jud 


fool, needs not err in the way of holineſs } No. ny 
thing, nothing ought to retard thy preſent flight ” | 
anto the hope ſer] before thee, to hinder thy pre. Per 
fent trufting in Chriſt for everlaſting ſalvation e 
om fin : ahd its nee be ng 8 5 2 

I dre. 


eie . is he that his dies for refuge to Te. ſees 
fas Chriſt, from the mexorable juſtice of an angry Vit! 
God, and from the dreadful curſe of a condemn- to h 
ing law 2 If the manflayer had not been con- and 
fcious of the deed, and apprehenſive of the kinſ. fails 
man's reſentment en that account, he would not I met 
have judged it neceſſary to ſave himſelf by flight, F view 
And if. he could have thought of a better expe- Nys 
dient to enſure his ſafety, he would not have “ ſt. 
fied to a city where he muſt long remain a pri- ſas tl 
ſoner, and in exile. But neceſſity, hard neceſſity, enen 
drove him to it as his only fanQuary. Even ſo 
the refuges, who flies to Jeſus Chriſt from the 
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| The Law Lew of the Cities if Ker, 


rename of God, is a perſon in whoſe heart 
is wrought a conviction of his guilt, an appre 
henſion of his danger, and a deſpair of every 
other refuge. Formerly he had a very favour- 
able opinion of himſelf, and his convictions of 
moral guilt were ſo general and moderate, as to 
fit eaſy upon his mind, without wounding his 
reſt. He thought it no difficult matter to elude 
the divine threatnings, ard imagined himſelf 
ſecurg, becauſe he was thoughtleſs of danger. 
The ſecrecy of ſin, the example of che multitude, 
the hope of long life, the diſtance of the day-of 
judgment, the preſumption of God's mercy, his 
privileges and reputation as a member of the 
church; theſe, and ſuch like things, he fle d unto, 
as ſanctuary from his melancholy thoughts. Or, 
perhaps he ſtilled the enemy and avenger of an 
n *<culing conſcience, with buſineſe, with recrea- 
tions, with ſenſual indulgencies. But now a 
dreadful ſound of vengeance is in his ears. He 
bes the heinous guilt of his iniquities—hears, 
ry with Adam, the' voice of God—knows not Where 
n- Eto hide his guilty head—looks on his right hand, 
n. Rand beholds, but chere is no ſhelter ; all refuge 
af. fails him, and no man cares for his ſoul. The 
not method of ſalvation by Chriſt unfolds unto his 
ht. New. © This is the way, walk ye in it (a), 
pe- Nays the voice from heaven; and,“ Turn to this 
ave “ ſtrong hold thou priſoner of hope (b). * And 
pri- Fas the man who flies for his life from a purſuing, - 
iy, many” will. caſt away from. kim any Nene 


1 


he 8 1 08 Zech. ., Law } 
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however valuable, that wouhl cumber and detain 


him; ſo he parts at once both with his ſins and 


with his own righteouſneſſes; and what things 

were gain to him, he counts them loſs, that he 

may win Chriſt, and be found in him. He cries 

unto him, and ſays, O Lord, thou art my re. 
« fuge : attend unto my cry, for I am brought 

very low: deliver me from my perſecutors, 
. "Jo they are ſtronger than 1 (0 % 


Ir was not only required of the manſlayer, 
that he ſhould fly to the city of refuge for once; 
but he was to remain there till the death of the 

high prieſt. Nor is it ſufficient to believe in 
' Chriſt for once, without abiding in him as our 
fare defence. Our High Prieſt never dies, there. 
fore ſhould we abide in our refuge for ever : 
for in returning. and reft ſhall we be ſaved, 


in quietneſs and in Ne thall ve our 


6c 6 firength 65) "7 


THE protection afforded to 41). chock Jews and 


Gentiles, (for there was no difference,) who fled 


to theſe cities of 'refug*, is no deſpicable repre- 
| ſentation of the ability of Jeſus Chriſt. to ſave to 
the uttermoſt all that come unto. God by him, 
Soon as the wretched may ſlayer reached the wiſh- 
ed town, where he was legally ſecure of life, and 
where (they ſay} no weapons were allowed to be 
made or ſold, he could talk with the avenger, 
without turning pale; tho? before his throbbing 


heart beat high with the impulſe of ſear, while 


(«) Pal, exit: 5; 6, 755 % 16, W. „„ 
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unto the grave, and his life to tlie deſtroyers: 


the pre- eminence. None were to be finally pri. 
was not indeed guilty of any crime, but rather 


had fled to any of them, or even to God's altar, 


1 x - - 2 2 — . — 


yr, go 
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he . that every man he met would lay 
him. Even ſo the miſerable finner, who has ob - 
tained a diſcovery of his guilt, and been haraſſed 
perhaps fer ſome conſiderable time wich a fear- 
ful looking for of judgment, his ſoul draws nigh. 


the moment he finds his reſt in Chriſt, by belies» 
ving in him for life and ſalvation, he can fit and 
anſwer all his accuſers, and talk with every ene- 

my and avenger. O enemy, deſtructions are 
« come to a perpetual end (a). Who ſhall lay. 
« any thing to the charge of God's ele? It is 
“God that juſtifieth: it is Chriſt that died (4).” 
Produce your charge, O law! and death, where: 
is thy . 3 


3 We hall, laſtly, obferve the ſuperior excel- 
lency of our New- Teſtament reſugt to the ſe an- 
cient cities of protection. In all things he has 


vileged in theſe cities but the manſlayer ; wha 
ill-fated and anhbappy. If the wilful murderer 


he was to be dragged from thence to ſuffer con- 
dign puniſnment. But none were ever dragged 
from Jeſus Chriſt, who fled unto him by faith, 
to return again into condemnation, however a- 
trocious their crimes, however flagrant their 
guilt. Here murderers, adulterers, blaſphemers, 
perſecutors, and the molt execrable miſcreants 
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that ever FR ſun beheld, have been for ever de. 
livered from their Judge.—Theſe ancient towns 

defended only the natural life from the avenger's 
ſword, which was to be, however, ſoon paid as 
a debt to nature. But if Jeſus Chriſt is our re- 
fuge, he will reſcue us from everlaſting ven. 


ge ance; he will give unto us eternal life, and we 25 
mall never periſh, 1 he refugees in the old oy” 
cities of refuge were indeed ſecured in their lives 5 
by the laws of the land. But the promiſe of God ane 
that cannot lie, and the oath of God which can- 5. 
not be recalled, are two immutable things, by ee 
which their eternal happineſs is ſecured, who = 
have. fled for refuge to lay hold on the Rave ſet fo. 
before them. Happy believer, thy conſolation is th 


ſtrong indeed; ſtronger than the afflictions of wy 
life, ſtronger than the fear of death, and ſtronger dy 
than the terror of judgment. Why ſhould thou 21 
not diſmiſs thy fears, when thy never-ending ſafe · | he 
ty from the moſt dreadful dangers is ſo amply 
ſecured, that God himſelf, for whom it is im- 8 
poſſible to lie, would (O blaſphemous thought !) bo 
be perjured, ſhouldſt thou ever come into con- 
demnation? © The eternal God is thy refuge (a,). fi 
4% very preſent help in trouble, though the 
cc earth be removed, and though the mountains 
« be carried. into the midſt of the ſea, though the 
& waters thereof roar and be troubled 0 " cos HY 


(a) Dent: 8 ny < Pr abr ty —Y th 
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re Tabernacle in the Wilderneſs. 


1 K. 
3 4 * : 


HE tabernacle which Moſes made in the 
wilderneſs, by the ſpecial appointment of 
the God of Iſrael, was the firſt religious ſtructure 
in which the eternal Majeſty vouchſafed to dwelt 
on the earth. It was a fort of portable temple, 
and not unfitly efteemed the centre of the cere- 
monial worſhip. The materials of it were col- 
lected by the voluntary contributions of the chil- 
dren of Iſrael, who, upon this occaſion, offered 
ſo liberally, that Moſes found it neceſſary to Nap 
them by a new proclamation. 'The pattern of it 
was minutely detcribed to. Moſes in the mount 
by God himſelf, who ordered him to be very 
exact in execu ing the heaven! plan. Two fa- 
mous artiſt, whole names were Bezaleel and As 
hohab, were inſpired by the Spirit of God with | 
molt exquiſite and maſter'y Kill, to fiviſh. the 
| boly fabric, and its utenſils, according to the di. 
vine plan. If you are curious to know the con- 
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: firuction of this ſacred tent, you. may take this 
5 mort deferiprion of it. 
"'FinsT of all, there was a ſpacious court, an. 


hundred cubits long, and fifty broad: It was 
hung round with fine curtains of twined linen, 


that were faſtened with ſilver hooks to pillars 
with ſockets of braſs filleted with ſilver. The 
gate by which you entered to this wide area, 


® See Exod. XXV. xxvi. xxvii.. 
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was a hanging of twenty cubits, of blue, purple, 
and ſcarlet, and fine twined linen, wrought with 
needle. work, and ſuſpended by four pillars. This 

outward. court the whole nation might enter on 
their ſolemn feſtivals, as it is ſaid, 
4% his gates with thankſgiving, and into his courts 
* with praiſe (a). Here, under the open ky, 


ſtood the altar of burnt· offering, and the brazen 
| laver. 


W1THIN the Scumforence of this wide and 
open court was the tabernaele itſelf, into which 
none bur the tribs of Levi were allnwed to enter, 
to accomplith the krvice of God. It was a cloſe 

tent, twenty cubits long, ten cubits broad, and 
its height equal to its breadth. It was conſtructed 
of boards of Shittim-wood of regular dimenſions, 
running into one another. Theſe boards were 


ſupported beneath with ſockets of ſilver, and 


corroborated behind with bars of the ſame wood 


overlaid with gold, and faſtened by gelden rings 


_ thro? which they paſſed. Do you aſk, what was 
the rocf of this magnificent tent? Firſt, it was 
covered with ten curtains of equal meaſure, of 
fine twined linen, and blue, and purple; and ſcarlet, 
embroidered with cherubims, and coupled. with 
loops of blue, and taches of gold. Then it was 
covered with eleven curtains of goats hair, hung 
together by taches of braſs, Next, it was cober · 
ed with rams ſkins died red. And, above all, 


there was a Ong of oy Tins, to Protect 


(a) Pal. c. * 


60 Enter into 


rod of Aaron that budded. And here the appear- Vis 
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the tabernacle, and its coverings, from the 1 inju- 
ries of the weather. | 


a 


Bur though theſe boards 2nd curtains, thus 
joined together, made but one tabernacle, this 
one tabernacle was divided i into two apartments. 
The firſt was called the holy place, into which you 
entered thr ouzh a vail or hanging of blue, purple, | 
and ſcarlet, ok fine twined linen, curiouſly em- 
broidered, ſapported with five pillars of Shittim- 
wood, overlaid with gold, and their baſes of braſe, 
and faſtened with golden hooks, Here ſtood the 
golden table, the golden candleſtick, and the gol- 
den altar. The ſecond was called the moſt holy 
place, into which the high prieſt, and none but he, 
did enter once in the year, through a ſecond vail, 
of the ſame materials with the firſt, broidered 
with cherubims, and faſtened by golden taches to 
four pillars of Shittim. wood, overlaid with gold 
and their baſes of ſilver. In this ſecret chamber 
of the Deity were repoſited the moſt ſacred fym- 
bols of the divine preſence, Here was the ark of 
the covenant, covered by the mercy- .ſeat, and o- 
ver it the un of glory, between which Iz. 
HOVAH himſelf was ſaid to dwell. Here was the 
golden pot that had manna, and the miraculous 


ance of the glory of the Lord is ſuppoſed to have 
reſide d, and been ſeen on ſpecial occaſions. 19088 
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Syeu Was the teuQure of this holy- tent; which 
was built in the taſte of Heaven, reared up by he 
inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt, and conſecrated by 
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Moſes, And we mult not forget tlus one thing, 
that it was a moveable pavilion, and therefore {4 
contrived as to be eaſily taken down, and ſet uy 
again, While the peculiar people ſojourned i in 
the wilderneſs, the tabernacle ſhared the ſame fate, 
being tranſported from place to place by the mi. 
niſtry of the Levites. When they poſſeſſed the 
' promiſed land, at firſt it reſted at Gilgal, after. 
wards in Shiloh; in the days of Saul, it ſeems ta 
have been in Nob ; and when 3060 50 began to 
reign over Iſrael it was pitched in Gibeon. But 
at the laſt it was altogether fuperſeded by the 
magnificent temple built by that glorious mo- 
narch ; and probably the coftly materials of it 
were lodged among the ſacred treaſures of the 
houſe of the Lord. 


War ſhall we then 95 to theſe things? Did 
the high and lofty One, whoſe dwelling is not 
with flelh, who reſides not in temples made with 
hands, did he ſtand in the leaſt need of this move. 
able habitation ? Glorious as it Was, Can We rea- 
ſonably think it to have been a meet apartme it 
for the Deity, or at all adequate to the incon 
ceivably glorious, immenſe, and etern-} Sur. 

What a contemptible idea of the true God 1 
ſuch a ſuppoſition inſpire into the mind ? Away 
with ſuch a groveling thought, ſo un worthy. of 
God, and ſhocking to reaſon herſelf! But if we 


ſuppoſe, that theſe holy places made with hsnds 


were figures of heaven, of Chriſt, and of the 
church, and exhibired as ſuch to the believin If 


* 


raelites, then doubtleſs we will be reconciled to 
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* Tabernacle in the Wilderneſs. 233 
that very particular regard the high God was plea- 
ſed to ſhew to the worldly ſanctuary. Then we 
fhall be able to account for that ardent affection 


te ancient believers confeſſed, on all occaſions, 
„do the tabernacle of the Lord of hoſts, Then it 
. 


will not appear abſurd, that the ſame God who 
ſpent but ſix days in creating the univerſal frame 
of nature, ſnould ſpend no leſs than forty in pre- 
{cribing the little frame of the taberna:le. A nd 
that theſe holy places made with hands, were fi. 


9 we are now to declare, 
90 
it Finsr « ay the tabernacle -of Moſes Was a 


have the expreſs words of an inſpired.penman of 
the New. Teſtament, who, ſpeaking of our great 


« tered into the holy places made with hands, 
“ which are the figures of the true; but into hea- 
« yen itſelf, now to appear in the preſence of 
God for us (a). Perhaps we ſhould not err 
- MW though we ſhould think, that, as the Jewiſh high 
4 prieſt went through the outward court, and paſſed 


through the firſt heaven of clouds, and the ſecond 
15 heaven of ſtars, into the third heaven of angels. 


) Heb, ix, 24. 
„„ 


gures of heaven, of Chriſt, and of the e 5 


figure of heaven itſelf, that glorious high throne. . 
from the beginning. For this interpretation we. 


High Prieſt, plainly declares,.that ““ he is not en- 


through the holy place into the holieſt of all; ſo 
o Jeſus Chriſt, when he aſcended. on high, paſſed 
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But though the moſt holy place was by itſelf alone 
dhe moſt eminent figure of the heavenly ſanctuary, 
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2534 Typical Places, Book II. 
this hinders not to regard the whole fabric as an 
emblem of the ſame bliſsful manſion. Was the 
tabernacle of Moſes divided into ſeveral parts! 
We know him that ſaid, “ In my Father's houſe 
& are many manſions (a).” Was it a place of great 
ſplendour and magnificence even tothe eye? „Glo. 
e rious things are ſpoken of thee, O city of the 
living God (b).“ Was it the dwelling of Juno. 
va, where the viſible tokens of his preſence 


were ſcen? In the heavenly manſions he unvails | 


the brightneſs of his glory to all the ſaints around 

im. Did prieſts always officiate there? The 
faints in light are both kings and prieſts unto 
God. Were the curtains broidered with che u- 

bims ? In the celeſtial abodes are the innumerable 
company of angels. Was it repleniſhed with all 
neceſſary furniture and proviſion? In heaven is 
the true light, and the living bread, fulneſs of joy, 
and pleaſures for evermore. Did the voice of 
praiſe continually reſound in the earthly taber- 
nacle? Theeternal regions are for ever filled with 
loud hoſannas. Was holineſs and legal purity 
required in all who trode the venerable court: of 
God's ancient dwelling place? Nothing that is 
defiled can enter the heavenly Jerufalem. And, 

laſtly, as the tabernacle was ſprinkled with blood 
by the Jewiſh: high prieſt, when he penetrated 
its innermoſt receſſes once in the year, with the 
Names of all the tribes engraven on his heart; e. 
ven ſo the blood of Jeſus Chriſt has eoltiriied 
on high and holy place, that ſinners of the hn- 


(a) John xiv. 2. (8) Pal, Ixzxvii. 3. | 


The 7 abernacle in the Wilderneſs. "as 


man kind might not be for ever excluded from 
dwclling in the beatific preſence of JEHuvan, 
When the everlaſting gates of heaven were by fin 
barred for ever againſt us, the blood of Chriſt wag 
the key that opened them again; and the belie- 
vers in his atoning blood may enter into heaven 
itſelf with greater. boldnefs,,than the high prieſt 
when he went into the holieſt of all, than the Le- 
vites when they officiated in the holy place, or 
than the people when they W the out» 
ward court. 


A SECOND thing which-the tabernacle of Moſes 
did molt undoubtedly repreſent, was the perſon 
and future incarnation of the Meſſias himſelf, 
whe was made-fleſh in the appointed time, and 
tabernacled among us, and who ſpake of his own 
body when he ſaid to the Jews, ©* Deſtroy this 
« temple, and I will raiſe it up in three days (a). 
Was the tabernacle a work of heavenly architec. 
ture? The human nature of our Lord was pre - 
pared; by hie heaveuly Father, and curiouſly 
{MW wrought, by the operation of the Holy Ghoſt, in 
the lower parts of the earth. Was it the habita- 
„Lon of the Deity? „ In him dwells all the ful- 
| Wl © neſs of the Godhead bod:ly (b).” Was it anoint- 
ed. with holy oil? The molt holy humanity of 
e our Lord was anvinted with the Spirit, which 
God gave not by meaſure unto him. Was it em- 
belliſhed with a variety of orna nents? He was 
WEE wich every divine ene Was it taken 
F 


0 Joha 19. ( Col. i. * 
* 2 
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down by the Levites, and removed from place to 


Plwace, till at haſt it was conveyed to Jeruſalem, 
where it remained in the temple ? The human 


nature of our Lord was diſſolved by death; reared 
vp again by his reſurrection; and, laſtly, tranſli. 
ted into the heavenly temple, which muſt contain 
him to the time of the reſtitution of all things, 

Was the tabernacle the place where God met with 
Kracl:? Here he communed with them; here 
they preſented their gifts, and flew their es 

and even prayed with their faces towards it, 
though at the remoteſt diſtance. It is eaſy to ſee 
here a lively figure of the one Mediator between 
Sod and man. In Chriſt alone we have a clear 
revelation of the divine will; and by him muſt 
we prefent our ſpiritual ſacrifices, and do in his 
name whatſoever. we do, whether in word Or de ed. 
We ſhall only add, that as there were two apart- 
ments, the holy and the moſt holy place, which 
made, however, but one tabernacle : ſo in Chriſt 
there is a human nature, ſignified by the holy 
place, and a divine nature, repreſented by the ho- 
heſt of all; yet theſe two natures are ee 

N. ee bp in one ere 5 


Tus ind and la thing FD by the tz 
bernacle, is the church, that holy fociety and 
myſtical body of Jeſus Chriſt, which, in ſcripture- 
Nile, is the houſe and temple of the living God, 

in which hedwells and walks. We ſhall enumerate 
Tame of the moſt glaring parallels between them. 
The tabernacle was planned by the wiſdom of God 
himſelf, who condeſcended to adjuſt the minuteſ⸗ 


OO OT IO EOS moan oy, 
2 


vie Tabernacke i” _ | 

bbs s, as the loops, the tb 2 il 

and peremptorily required, that all things ane 1 

be done according to the original pattern. And ly 

| who knows not, that all things in the goſpel. If. 

church are planned by the ſame unerring wiſdom, i} 
and how much the fovereign Architect has teſti- il | 
] hed his difpleaſure in every age agaimſt the inven- 1 
a tions of men in things pertaining to God? & All . | 
; © that I command you, that ſhall ye do; ye ſhall 1 
: 6 not add, ye ſhall not diminiſh (2). This is the 9 | 


law, this is the proph=ts, and this is the doctrine 
ef Criſt and his apoltles, The tabernacle was 
executed by the inſp'ratioa of the Holy Ghoſt, 
who reſted on Bezale-l and Aholiab, to fit them 
for this ſervice, without whom they were no- 
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40 
i more capable of it than other men. Jt was the Ih 
ba ne Spirit that deſcended on the bleſſæd apoſtles, 1 40 
d. 


the wile maſter -builders of the goſpel church, 
without which they could not been qualified for 
their honourable work. Yea, it is the Holy Ghoſt, 
who, by his common g f:s, makes ordinary mini- 
{ters workmen that need not be aſhamed. The , 
tabernacle. was compoled of very different mate. 

rials, as gold, ſilver, wood, brafs, ſcarlet, blue, 
and purple cloth, fine linen, rams ſkims, badgers 
ins, and goats hair: yet all theſe different ma- 


1 terials, combined by the workman's ſkill, ;condu-- , . 
8 ced each in their kind to the beauty and perfee 
5 tion of the ſtructure: and the gold could not ſay. 
6 to the braſs, nor the ſcarlet to the goats hair, © I 
il © have no need of you (6).” So in the ſpiritua 


(a) Deut. xii. 32 (6) 1 Cor. xii. 27 
apr "= Wd, ee” 
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2 daterials of which it is compoſe d, that 
| A believers in Jeſus Chriſt, are men of divers 
nations, different ſtations in life, unlike natural 
tempers, unequal gifts and graces, and various 
miniſtries: yet being fitly framed together by the 
operation of the Holy Ghoſt, they grow into an 
holy temple in the Lord. The ſymmetry of the 
ancient tabernacle, the nice conjunction of the 


boards by mortiſes/and bars, and of the curtains 


by loops and taches, was not fo delightful to the 
eye of the body, as it is pleaſant to the eye of the 
mind to ſee brethren dwelling together in unity, 
perfectly joined together in the ſame mind, and 
in the ſame judgment, and carefully endeavouring 
to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace. The tabernacle was covered with many 
coverings, with fine twined linen , with blue, pur- 


ple, and ſcarlet, with rams ſkins died red, with 


goats hair, with: badgers fkins. By this means 
it was rendered extremely cloſe, and finely pro- 
tected from the injuries of the weather. May not 
this recal to our mind the amiple protection and 


| Security of the goſpel-church from the heat of 


God's anger, and' from all worldly tribulations 
under the rich, the ſtrong, and the broad purple 
covering of ImmanuePs righteouſneſs ? For © the 
Lord is their keeper; the Lord is their ſhade on 
* their right hand: the ſun ſhall not ſmite them 


, ] 44 by day, nor the moon by night: the Lord will 


i preſerve them from all evil; the Lord will 
* preſerve their ſoul (a).“ The tabernacle was 


(e) Plal, ci. 5, 6, 7, 
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ornamented with gold and ſilver, and curious em- 

broideries; and though without it was not inele+ 
gant, it was, however, moſt magnificent within. 
Even ſo, the beauty of the goſpel ſanctuary does 
not ſo much ſtrike the eye of ſenſe, that looks at 
the outward appearance, as it is obvious to the 
fpiritual ſight, that looks at unſeen things. Would 
you diſcern the true glory of the ſpouſe of Jeſus 
Chrift, look not at her face, becauſe the ſun hath 
looked upon her: but the king's daughter is all 
glorious within. The tabernacle was anointed 

with oil when Moſes conſecrated it; and the 
church has an unction from the holy One. The 
tabernacle was divided into ſeveral partitions. 

The outward court might denote the viſible: 
church; the holy place is an emblem of the 

church inviſible; and the holieſt of all repreſents 
the church triumphant in glory, to which none 
are admitted but the royal prieſthood. By bap- 
tiſm we enter into the firſt, by regeneration into 
the ſecond, and by death into the third. 0 
death, it is thine to pull aſide the vail of mortali. 
ty that inter poſes between the holy and the moſt 
holy place! Happy they who enter by faith, and 
not by a viſihle profeſſion only, into his; ſanctuary, 
which he has ſanctified for evermore. For as 
there was no poſſibility of coming at the holieft 
of all, but by paſſing through the holy place; 
even ſo it is impoſſible, if we are not now parta- 
kers of his holineſs, to be ne ſhares and 
his glory. 
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Typical Places. 
I; 7 he T emple of Solomon. 
Pn E ſecond and laft material habitation of 


'JrHovan Was the temple, which Solo- 
mon, that magaiſicent monarch, reared upon the 


hill Moriah in Jeruſalem, the metropolis of his 


kingdom, to the honour of the God of Ifrael, 
The plan of it was dictated by the Spirit unto his 
father David, who was prohibited from ex: cuting 
it himſelf, becauſe of the bloa:ly wars he had 
The workmen 
were partly Iſraelites, and partly Gentilcs of 
Fyre. The materials were the beſt trees, the 
moſt precious metals, and large hewn ſtones, pre- 
pared and fitted for one another before they 
were laid upon the foundation, that the noiſe 
of axes and hammers might not be heard as the 
building roſe (a). The itruQure itſelf was ſixty 
cubits long, twenty broad, and thirty eubits high, 
and, like the tabernacle, conſiſted of two apart. 
ments, the holy, and the moſt holy place, or 

oracle. You entered this temple on the eaſt by a 
ſtately porch, which was higher than the edifice 
itſelf by ninety cubits, and may be conſidered as 
the ſteeple of that ſacred palace. The length of 
this porch was equal to the breadth of the princi- 


pal houſe, and the breadth was the half of that 


length. Here ſtood the two famous brazen pil 
lars, whoſe names were Jachin and Boaz, that is, 


(a) 1 Kings vii, 7. 
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| frability and ſtrengthe though they were placed 
there, not for the ſupport but for the ornament 
of the houſe. Two open courts ſurroeunded the 
whole fabric, and ſide-chambers were built round 
about againſt the wall. A row of narrow win. 
dows that ſloped within, illuminated the dome. 
The ſtrength and beauty of God's ſanctuary were 

the main things that diſtinguiſhed this finiſhed 

piece of architecture: for the dimenſions were 
far from being wide, but it was ſupported by a 
ſtrong foundation of large and coſtly ſtones, and 
ornamented within in the moſt ſplendid manner, 
with planks of cedar, plates of gold, glittering 
diamonds, ard figures of palm. trees and cheru. 
bims. This was that holy and beautiful houſe 
which the Chaldeans were permitted to demolith 
for the firſt time, and the Romans for the fecond 
time, a thouſand years after the firſt foundatioh 
was laid. Seventeen hundred years have now e- 
lapſed ſince the final deſolation of this ſolemn 
temple, which never more ſhall riſe beneath the 
builder*s hand : for it is the will of God, that in 
every place, and not in Jeruſalem alone, he thould. 
be e 08k 1 ſpirit and in truth. 
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As the St of en was built the the 
Pn end with the tabernacle of Moſes, without 
all doubt the typical meaning of the one and the 
other was alfo the ſame, Was the tabernacle a. 
figure of heaven, of Chriſt, and of the church? 
So alſo was the temple, it was a figure of heaven, 
the ous habitation. of God and angels, where 


* 


— 
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the righteous—flouriſh like the palm · trees that 
were carved on the walls, ſerve him continually, 
like the prieſts that entered into the ſaactuary; 
and go no more out, being eſtabliſhed for ever 
like the pillars that graced the porch of that holy 
place. And as the ſtones which Solomon uf.d 
were all. hewn and preparcd before they were 
brought there; ſo all the ſtones of the celeſtial 
| houle, or the members of the triumphant church, 
are afore prepared unto glory. Now. is the time 
when their natural roughneſs and aſperity is ta. 
ken away by the ſkilful operation of the d vine 
Sprit, and the various afflictions of this life, 
which exerciſe them in this vale of tears, that 
they may reſt for ever and ever in the calm re. 
gions of everlaſting peace, where no jarring ſound 
is heard, any more than there was ot axes and 
hammers in the building of the temple, It was 
alſo a figure of the humanity of the Meſſiah, who 
ſpake of the temple of his body, when he. ſaid, 
Deſtroy this temple, and in three days I will 
1e raiſe it up (a). But, without reſuming what 
has been already hinted on this head, let us only 
further obſerve, that the temple was equally as 
the tabernacle, a figure of that holy ſociety the 
church, which is his body, whether we conſider 
the plan, che materials, the Org or the 
building itſelf, £1 
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2s hs of the comple was deligned by God 
no leis than that of the tabernacle. 


; (a) John Il 1.9. 
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The Temple of Solomon. IN 263 
any wiſdom inferior to divine have adjuſted the 
model of the ſpiritual houſe, which the angels 
themſelves admire, The materials were prepa- 
red, and tlie ſtones fitted to one another, before 

they were compacted together, ſo that noiſy tools 
were wholly unneceſſary as the building aroſe, 

An expreſſive emblem this, of that peaceful har- 

mony which ought to reign among the builders of 

the church as they carry on this holy work, and 
which would be eaſily attained, if none but poliſh. 
ed lively ſtones, as perſons duly qualified, were ad- 
mitted ro become a part of the fabric. The 
wol kmen were Gentiles of Tyre, as well as If. 
raelites. Was not this a prelude of the future 
vocation of the Gentiles, that even the ſons of the 
ſtrangers, and of thoſe that are afar off, ſhould 
bear a part in Nee the walls of the golpet: 
church. 


CH18FLyY let us conſider the building itſelf, 
It was ſupported by a ſtrong foundation. What 
ſhould this be in the antitype but Jeſus Chriſt, the 
foundation which God hath laid in Zion, on which 
all the apoſtles and prophets have built themſelves 
and others from the beginning of the werld, and 
to which alone the church is indebted for that un- 
ſhaken ſtability which laughs at all oppoſition ? 
It was illuminated with many windows. For the 
church is a light ſome houſe, in which the true 
light ſhines. It was ſurrounded with ſide. cham- 
bers. Emblems perhaps of the different viſible | 
churches, which belong to the ſame univerſalbody. 
It was adorned with gold and cedar, and its very 
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floor was cruſted with. the moſt precious metal. 


This may remind us of the inviſible glory of the 


church, where the meaneſt office is honourable, 
and che meaneſt member excellent. It was gra. 


ved with cherubims and palm trees. This may 


denote the miniſtry of angels in the church, and 
the eternal verdure of all that are planted in the 


houſe of the Lord. It was fronted with pillars. 
Though ill, alas ! did they anſwer their name, 
Where was their ſtability, where was their 


ſtrength, when the Chaldeans cafried them away? 
But though the pillars of heaven tremble, the 
pillars of the church ſhall ſtand, and thus the gra. 


cious promiſe runs to every the, meaneſt believer: 


Him that overcometh, I will make him a-pillar 
in the temple of my God, and he ſhall go no 
more out (a).“ It was inhabited by the Deity, 
and a houſe of prayer for all people. So in the 


church are the viſible tokens of the divine pre. 
ſence, and holineſs becomes it for ever. It was re. 
pleniſhed with coſtly furniture. And in Chriſt Je. 
ſus, the goſpel-church really poſſeſſes all the holy 


_utenſils of the ancient e Buc ond muſt be 
more brgely e 
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TT 7Hens ſhould v we : begin 1 in emu era ing the 
=> holy utenſils and fur viture of the taberna- 


, hay and temple, but with the facred chen, com. 


8 p ET . 4 Vs £5 3s 22 ; . l 84 * 12 $3 10 94 c — 
** 8 * 2 (a) V. il. 1 5 


r 8 „„ dt e ITN.» 5 i — canyon en Ao ER ee 
9 4 * aches * A " 2 2 9 


2 


75 ordinance ofthe Ark pa Mercy ſeat. TY 


monly called the ark (a), ſometimes the ark of his 
\ ſtrength 65074 the ark of the couenant (c,) the art 
the teſtimonꝝ (d), and the ark whoſe, name i is called 
by the name ef the God of . Iſra#l'(e) 2 Well may 
we eſteem it the heart of the wordly ſauctuary. 
It was the firſt holy implement the inſpired artiſt 
Bezaleel formed, and reſided in the moſt venera- 
ble apartment of the holy places made with hands. 
Its dimenſions were ſmall; but its materials were 
rich and magnificent. It was made of the beſt 
cedar, or.Shittim-wood, and overlaid with pure 
gold both within and without. It was edged round 
with a border or coronet, and covered above with 
2 lid of the ſame precious metal, called the mercy. 
| ſeats) For the convenience of carriage from place 
to place, in the ambulatory ſtate of their common. 
wealth, there were faſtened to its four corners ſo 
many golden rings, into which they put ſtaves of 
Sbittim- wood, overiaid with gold, that were 
never taken out, but ſuffered to remain even after 
the ark reſted in the temple, and ceaſed to be 4 
burden to the ſhoulders of the Levites, Within 
this ſplendid. chꝛeſt were depaſned the two tables 
of ſtone that were he wed by Moſes, and inſcribed 
with the finger of God, after the firſt were broken. 
Befote it - (as is moſt probable) were laid up 
the miraculous bread; that was preſerved in a 
pot, and the miraculous rod of. Aare, that bloſ« : 
ſomed and [brought forth uit. The firſt Was & 
ſtanding e A the Choice regard of Heae 
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ven to the whole nation of Iſrael; and®the laſt 
was a perpetual ſign of his favour to che prieſtly: 
tribe of Levi, and family of Aaron. fs Above it 
two cherubims of beaten' gold, arifing out 'of the 
two ends of the mercy fear, and looking towards 
it and one another, ſtretched out their wings. 
Beſides theſe ſmall cher ubims, there were other 
two of gigantic ſtature, which Solomon reared up 
in the moſt holy place of the temple. But their 
preciſe ſhape is perhaps impoſſible by us, at this 
diftance 'of time, certainly to be. "E408 This 
was that venerable utenſil which it was death to 
touch or look into, uuleſs by the perſons appointed 
for that purpoſe. The ſudden fate of Uzz ab, and 
the ſevere correction of the men of Bethſhemiſh, 
are dreadful initances of its vengeance. When 
Urael marched through the wilderneſs, the ark is 
ſaid to have gone before, and explored a place of 
reit for the congregation. Ihe parted wave of 
Jordan, and the falling walls of Jeric ho, confeſſed 
its power Once it was a priſoner i in a Heathen 
temple ; >, out, Paleſtine, ſhort was your viſtory, 
ſmall was your cauſe of triumph f Soon were the 
proud enemies obliged to refund their ſpoil, and 
Dagon could neither defend himſelf. nor his wor- 
ſmippers from perpetual infamy. Once it bleſſed 
the houle of Obed edom. But at laſt, after many 
removals; he ſplendid zemple of Salomon received 
i. far n where, as is moſt likelyſit pe- 
riſhed in the common ruin of that holy and bex- 
E houſe. But the ſubject of our preſent. in: 
quiry, is the myſtic ſignification of what. facred 
5 e for the keepin of which, both 
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the tabernacle Was en up, and t e 
an, 21331 0¹ I 109 t ene | 


Ab, firſt, i it was a ; File ONE of ; 
gf throne of Jexovan, the King of Ifrael, 
whoſe, royal palace was the temple. The law in 
the midſt of the ark, on which he ſat, tignified 
the equity of his, government, or that juſtice and 
judgment are the habitation of his throne. The 
cherubims at both ends of the mercy. ſeat, were 
doubtleſs emblematical figures of the bleſſed elect 
angels that ſurrou nd his throne, and fly ſwiftly: 
to execute his high commands. The gold of 
which they were framed, may ſignify the purity 
of their eſſence, The number two, may perhaps 
denote the perfect harmony, and mutual love of 
the innumerable company of angels. The poſitian 
of their faces towards each other, may intimate; 
the fame thing. The adoring attirude of their 
bodies, may repreſent the proſound veneration 
they have for their eternal Sovereign. And their 
lying poſture, (for their wings were expanded, 
and touched one another, ) did ſurely indicate the 
expe ditious alacrity with Mega Br felt the* 
dernen commiſſions. 


ee al a repolitary for he tables of ihe; 
w which were- the inſtrument of that ſolemn: 
covenant made bet wixt God and that peculigg * 
people, (an emblem of the covenant of Adam z) 
arif hence it was a perpetua} pledge of the divine 
favour. and protection to their nation, if they 
fulfilled. theix A to the King of deen 
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ven ʒ and a wimeſs againſt them if they mould 
| One unfsichful. The gold and cedar was, à fit 


rity, an d the perpetual duration of the inctoſcd 
hw,” 10 imitation of this ordinance of the God 
0 of Jacob, the -facred cheſts, of the Heathen ſeem 
MR © have been invented, to contain the or books 
4H or myſteries o of 91 3 8 ſuperſtition: 
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of Jeſus Chriſt; the promiſed Meſſias, whom alt 
the holy things ſeem to have pointed out with 
one conſent. There will appear to be no con. 
temptible likeneſs betwixt him and this moſt holy 


the materials of which it was framed; che de po- 


uſes z its virtues; and, laſtly, its removals from 
one Ser to another, till it reſted in the temple. | 


-Tirewaterials ofechir den ed 800d. 
= Whar hinders-u To ee the con- 


AH not ſubject to corruption; and his divinity, like 
the gold in the rk, emboſoms his human I 
erinobles,but'is HothlchBek with it The 


W for the het tabfes Were"btokth before a 
K Jeſus Chrift we may We that law' Which we vad 
brokz preſerved in biolate, and perfectly fulfiited' 
in the immaculäte abedience of his holy life, who 
„ OY himſelf, «1 Kl to do lo thy will, O Got, 
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emblem of the, invaluable worth, the ſpotleſs pu. 


veſſel, if we attend -unts the following things: 


mum hich it contained; its ormments ; its 
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he erdinance of the Ark and Mercy ſeat. 26 9 
„thy law is within my heart (a),/2——lts orna - 
ments were the border of gold reſembling a © 
crown; which reminds us of the Meſſiah's regal 

dignity; the cherubims of glory, which ſignified, 

ſiy ſome, the two natures of that glorious per- 
ſon who Was ſignified by the whole workmanſhip; 
fay others, the twofold church of. Jews and Gen- 
| tiles: but rather they were emblems of the an- 

gels, theſe bright and glorious creatures, who are 

ſupported in their happy ſtate by Jeſus Chriſt, as 

the cherubims were by the ark ;—who deſire te 
look into, the myſtery of man's redemption, and 

pry into it wich the maſt un wear ied. attention, the 

molt; ſublime. ſatisfaction, the higheſt wonder, 
and the profoundeſt adoration and who are all 
miniſtring ſpirits, aſcending and deſcending; up- 
en the Son of man — The uſes of the ark were va- 
rious and important. Here God was enthroned. 

vo God is in Chriſt reconciling. the world unte 
himſelf. Here the law. Was covered from all eyes. 
So: Jeſus Chriſt, our true propitiatory, interpoſes 

himſelf betwixt us, and that condemning law, 
which never fails to curſe and kill all who pre- 
ſume to meddle with it, but: as fulfilled in him; 
for when the commandment. comes without him 
who fulfilled it, ſin will revive, and, like the men 
of-Bethſhemith, we will die. Here oracles were 
given; and “% Here, ſaid God to Moes, “ will 1 
meet with thee, and commune with theg, from + 
te between the cherubims before the mercy - eat, 0 
Ke the ark of the ee 659. 1} e Chriſt ex 
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is tlie meeting” place of God with man, in who 
he deigns to reveal his gracious will and pleaſure 
to the fallen creature: hence he is called ** the 


Word of God (4);“ and is faid to declare God 


the Father, who nc ver was, and can never be 


feen by any man. And, laſtly, here prayers were 
preſented, and offerings were accepted: for the 
moſt holy Iſraelite durſt not approach the pre- 
ſence of Jexovan, but as he ſat upon the mercy. 


feat ſprinkled with blood. Nor could the holicſt 
Chriſtian preſume to hope for the acceptance of 


his beſt duties, were it not for the mercy of God 


in Chriſt Jeſas. —The virtues of the ark are ſuch 


1 theſe; It ſearched out a reſting: place for Ifrael 
in the wilderneſs. So Chrift is to his people the 
| breaker of their way, who goes before them, gives 


them reſt, and prepares for them a place. It o- 


pened a paige for the ranſomed tribes through 
the river Jordan. O jJeſus, by thee we ſafe ly 
paſs through the Jordan of deathy and have 


abundant entranee miniſtred into the heavenly 
kingdom, be cauſe theſe waters ſhall-not overflow 
them who have his preſence with them; accord · 
ing to his promiſe I It overturned the walls of 
Jericho, when carried round them ſeven' days. 
Zo ſhall the walls of Babylon fall, and every high. 


Wing that"exalts itſelf againſt God, be caſt down 
by the preaching of his goſpel, who is the power 


of God; and wiſdom: of God. It overthrew Da- 


; 2 of the Philiſtines in his own. temple, maim - 
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| monſtrous: idol.- So ſhall he that ſits in the temple. 
of God, and ſhe ws himfelf that he is God, be de- 
froyed by the ſpirit of his mouth, and teightriefs 
of his co ning · It ſanctified the places to which 
it came, in the opinion of Solomon himſelf; and 
bleſſed the houſe of Obed-edom, where it tran- 
ſiently reſided. It is the preſence of Chriſt that 


makes us holy and happy; and in him we are 


bleſſed with every ſpiritual bleſſing.— The re. 
movals of the ark from place to place in the wil - 
derneſs, and! in Canaan, till it reſted in the temple, 
hall, we fay, ! bear ſome faint reſemblance to the 
humbled Redeemer, going about doing good while 
he was upon the earth until the everlaſfing doors ; 
of heaven were cpened to receive him? Or, was 


the bearing of the ark about upon the ſhoulders 


of the Levites, a figure of the miniſters, of Chriſt 
bearing his name among the Gentiles, in all the 
corners of the world? The ſtaves remained al. 
ways ig che ark; 3 perhaps to intimate; that n 
place or nation i is abſolutely ſecure ag inſt his de, 
pa rture from them, Who have no ſuitable eſteem 

for his gracious preſence with them, in be dif. 
rente as the exempt ud. „„ 50 


ITi is HA Gat ae Babylooians delivojed this. 
 glo ry. of. Urael ; but we have an ark whereunto: 


they have no right to approach who ſerve. the tar 
bernacle. John faw it in the heavenly. temple;. 


The Old- Teſtament ark, like the covenant it con- 


firmed, is vaniſhed away, But the New - Teſtament 
Ark, i in whom the new covenant ſtands ſaſt, hall: 
abide for ever in the preſence of Ian ov. 
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Nor is it death for any to look inte this ark; for 
the Word of liſe was looked upon with the eyes, 
and handled- with the hands of men. Let i it be 
our one and chief deſire, that all the days of our 
life we may abide in his houſe, behold his beau- 
To ans. Been in e ee 
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'B HE: table of the ſhew-bread” was A MSL 
1 part of-the apparatus of the middle court or 
finQuary, and a piece of very nice and coſtly 
werkinanſhip. Like the ark, it was made of 
gold and cedar, ornamented with a golden border 
and crown, ſuraiſhed with golden rings for car- 
risge, and with golden diſhes and other neceſſary 
utenſils, On this pure table were laid twelve. 
loaves, according . to the number of the * 
They, were made of. fine flour, and "piled up in 
two rows, crowned with frankincehſe. en 
they ſtood continually before the Lord, 4ſt were 
renewed every Sabbath: morning; and the ſtile. 
bread was to be eaten 1 but the: Priefts in 
the hoy plates, TT er SR 


f wy 8.5 s. N + + 


3 


"As to the meaning « be: this lernte, — it 
Was a continual thank-offering, whereby the II- 
raelites teſtified their gratitude for the fine wheat 

of Canaan. | But it ſeems likewiſe no contempt» 
; ibleffigure of Chriſt Jeſus, both perſonal and uy- 
tical ; ; wich! is to be now declared. „ 
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© Anb, firſt, it dere to repreſent Chriſt Jefis 
himſelk. It was a golden table, to dente his 
moſt invaluable worth, who ie cel t- hen 
that believe. It was a crowned table, to fignify 
his royal dignity, and-the royal dainties'where« 
with he feeds his people, who eat the bread of 
the mighty. It was a move able table: for the 
diſpenſation of his goſpel is not confined to any 
particular ſpot of earth, but has been frequently 
removed from one place to another. It Was 2 
furniſhed table, furniſhed both with proviſions 
and veſſels. In Chriſt we have all things per- 
taining to life and godlineſs; for * it hath plea- 
« ſed the 3 that in hin all Weg ſhould 
« dwell eg Nay ang a ELIT Ln re” 
2 . N ; 711 
Bur let us confer _ e ii 
this table was loaded, and we ſhall ſee how fitly 
it quadrates to Jeſus Chriſt. It was covered: 
vith Joaves of bread, What bread 1 is to the body. 
that Chriſt is, to the foul, that 18— the ſtaff of 
We, Lale bread, he is of the moſt univerſal uſe, 
af che, moſt abſolute, necefliry,; and prepared for 
our ſpiritual food by various, ſufferings, as bread. 
corn is bruiſed. The loaves were fine flour. 
Jeſus Chriſt is che fineſt of the wheat, in u hom 
there was found no bran of ſinful corruption, 
being holy, harmleſs; undefiled, and ſeparated 
from (inners. They were twelve in number, 
for every tribe 2 loaf. There is enough in Chrift | 
to lopply the wants of his people, , hh tay, 
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They were rene wed every Sabbath · morning by 
'the prieſts... Fori the doctrine of Jeſus Chriſt, 
or the ſpiritual proviſion exhibited on the table 
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| « Out. _ I fulneſs have "WE all geceived (a).“ * 
hey were gontinually preſent before the 


Lord. Jeſus Chriſt is the Angel of his, preſence, 
who appears before the Lord continually as the 


repreſentative of Iſrael.— They were crowned 


with frankincenſe. This is an emblem of the ac. 


cepftableneſs of his ſacrifice and interceſſion, or 


of their ſweet · ſmelling ſavour unto: God. 


of the. goſpel, in order that it may prove always 


palatable to the hearers, the miniſters of the word 


ought, as the legal prieſts, to renew it every 


Sabbath; not indeed by preaching noVedoctrines, 
but by doathing old truths in a new dreſs, or, to 
uſe the expreſſion of out Lord, 8 bringing out 


«of their treaſury things new and old (5)? By 
this means the attention will be fed; wearineſs 
_ relieved, and appetite increaſed;—— They were 
eiten by the prieſts in the holy place; after they 
were removed from the preſence table. So Chriſt 
the bread of God muſt be eaten, that is, believed 


in, that we may receive fi om him both life and 
m—_—_— The miniſters of the goſpel muſt. ſeed 
on that ſame Chriſt whom they exhibit unto o- 


chers; and all the ſaints are that royal priefthood, 


whoſe privilege it is to eat this bread' of God. 
And if others ar admitted to the nioſt holy or- 
dinanees, the table of the Lord is contemptible. 


Indeed. Fſhall y add, that unleſs this Rauen 
0 haun i. 1. 00 Matth. die 32. 
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19 | aq 3 a Fable. "uh 
ty bred had been fiſt preſented" untò the Lord, 
ke would: not'been Loew 0 wen as food to 
te kingeyſfout. 
28 VII n bio 122 et, At 
LN us now condiles a Ace as an em- 
blem of the church which is his body, of which 
it in aid,“ We being many, are one bread (a).“? 
Indeed the number of the loaves: correſponding 
the number of the tribes, did certainly inti- 
ee that they. repreſented the Iſrael of God. 
Chriſt is that corn of wheat whieh fell 1 into the 
ground, and died, that he might not abide alone; 
and from him believers grow as their parent : root. 
Chriſt is that golden table that continually ſup- 
ports and preſents. them before the Lord. They 
were crowned with fraykineeuſe ; for their pray- 
ers are directed 10 God as incenſe; and the i inter- 
ceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt perfumes at once their 
perſons and works, as with all the powders of the 
merchant. They were diſpoſed in two regular 
rows; which. may denote the comely order of 


che churches, They were renewed every week; 


10 one generation of C C! riſtians ſucceeds another. 

Or perhaps, we may. take occaſion to think, how 
diltaſteful unto God are ſtale and mouldy pro- 
feſſors, who have lett their firſt. love, and are, 
like Ephraim, as cakes not turned: They were, 


latlyy io he eaten hy the prieſts. May we be al- 


log ed thus to alle gore Ne laik particulars When 

the aal have ſes ved. their, Serben, and are 
removed from, further uſeiulneſs in, this world, 

they were not rejected as wieleſs altogether, put 
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they beibwe the inheritance of Jens Chia, the 
true prieſt; as the eld bread was not caſt away 


but fed upon by the Pn prieſthood in che teh 
plice. 
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Ti l RDLY, THE via „. the golden cad. 


VER a ny the table there was a, a golden 
caridleliick ſet on the north ſide, that the 
5 min might r never be dark. It conſiſted of 
a large ſtalk with fix branches, and every branch 
Was in three different places adorned with a bowl 
Uke an almond, a knop, and a flower. The tongs 
and ſuuff diſhes were pure gold, as the candleſtick 

itſelf. At the extremities of the ſtalk and 
branches were ſeren lamps, Which were fed with 


\ 


prieſts, who Varned incenſe at the ſame time, 
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WW as not this an emblem'of the true Voir that 
Hghteth every man that cometh into the world ? 
Not only is Jeſus Chriſt; in many texts of ſcrip- 
ture, reſembled Alno the light of the ſun, but it 
is ſaid in one place, “ Thou art my lamp, O 
| Lord, and the Lord will enlighten” my "dark: 
= ne ſs 60. * The pure beaten gold of this can- 
1 dleſtick may denote the ſpotleſs holineſs, and. the 

| invaluable worth'of Jeſus, who'\ was beaten, if we 

| may fo ſpeak, with the hammer of adverſy, and 
made Ld through” Toffering: z. The oil that 
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\ } The ordinance of the golden Candleſtick, 277 | 
nouriſhed the lamps, is an emblem of the Holy 


Ghoſt,,that anointed him to preach glad tidings 


to the meek, The number of the lamps, which was 
| ſeven, imports the perfection of his light, The 
ſonctuary where they ſhone, is the church; and 


the priefts that trimmed them, are the miniſters of 
the goſpel, whoſe office is to elucidate the myſte - 
ry of Chriſt, The light, which was ſhed all a- 
round from this candleſtick, may repreſent the 
light of the knowledge of che glory of God in the 
face of Jeſus, which ſhines into the hearts of all 
the royal prieſthood ; or the light of the ſcrip- 


tures, which are the rays of Jeſus Chriſt, and to 


which we do well to take heed, as to a light that 
flineth 1 in a dark 227 15 | 


THAT: the golden candleflick was alſo a figure 


of the church, will appear very probable, when 
we conſider, that Zacharias, an Old- Teſtament 


propher, ſaw, in the viſions of God, as her em- 


blem, a leg candleſtick, ſapplied nl golden 


oil from two olive trees; and John, a New. Teſta. 


ment apoſtle, when he was in the Spirit, beheld 


our great High Prieſt in ſacerdotal robes, walk. 
iag in the midſt of the ſeven golden candleſticks, 
which were the ſeven Aſian churches. But let 


us, for further proof, obſerve the likeneſs of this 


ſacred utenſil to ho whoſe and eomy particulor 
. : 15 


W mall, irlt, e confider the candleſtick ielel, 


It uſe was to receive the materials of the _ 
light, and then to ſpread it abroad. Eren ſo che 
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Bock III. 
church receives the truth in the firſt place; and 
then holds it forth, by n of e and 
en of . e | 


278 | Typical Places, 
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. Irs matter was pute and 0 cold. The 
church may be a lamp deſpiſed in the thoughts 
Of worldly men, and eſteemed. as an earthen 
| pitcher”; yet in the eyes of the Lord the is com- 
Parable. to fine gold. O how the gold becomes 
dim in the preſence of faith and holineſs! She is 
pure gold, being purged from the droſs of reign- 
ing corruption, by the blood, by the Spirit, and by 
the word cf Chriſt. She is beaten gold, being 
pPartaker of the afflictions of the goſpel. By 
- theſe means ſhe is a veſſel made meet for the 
_ Maſter's uſe. For ſhape, it was divided into fix 
branches, united by one common ſtalk. This 


ſignifies the coalition of all true churches and 


12590 believers into one great ſociety, which is 


founded upon their common relation to Jeſus 
| PC | 


Chriſt, the centre of union. The ornaments of 
aimonds, knops, and flowers, which decorated all 
_ the branches, may denote the various gifts and 
graces with which every church ſhould be adorn- 
ed, that ſhe may with greater dignity hold forth 
5 the wart of life. Ihe tongs and ſoul dickes 
were not more nece ſary appendages to the golden 
candleſtick, chan church cenſures, and brotherly 


Pg admonitions, are to every ſociety of Chriſtians. 
By means of theſe inſtruments the lamps burned. 


clear, and the floor of the holy place was not 


5 tullied. 'So the e diſcipline of the church i is an ex- 
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The ar dinance of the Pig C andleflick. 5 ; l | N f 
cellent mean to preſerve the lamp of goſpel: light 2 | fi | 
from dimnefs, and the temple of the Lord from | 
defilenient; by the ſuperfluity of naughtineſss. 
The oil burning in the ſeven lamps of the candie. 144 
ſick, is an emblem of the Holy Ghoſt, in his vas 
rious gifts, who relides in the church ; Is compa - 
red unto oil, and unto fire: and of aha the a. 
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poſtle John ſpeaks in this enigmatical manner, 1 
when he ſaw tlie viſions of the Almighty, % And Us 
« there were ſeven lamps of fice burning before = | 
« the throne, which are the ſeven ſpirits of | 1 | 
1 God (a)” ” So much for the candleſtick icſelf. 1 * 
Lr us now glance at the miniſtry of the | 
prieſts ; about this holy veſſel. They were to ſap- Þ} 1 1 | 
ply it with oi, to trim the lamps, and I: ght them | WWF. 
every evening, and ro burn incenſe at che ſame | { RE! 
time, Might not this ſignify. the watc ful care : 1 
of the miniſter of the lanctuary aud true taber- 1 
nacle, WO walks i in the midit of the. ſe ven golden j 1018 
candleflicks, imparts unto them all neceſſiry ſap. 445 
plies of the heaven! y unction, quench* s not the I. 
ſaoaking, flax, but ſtrengthens the things thae 17 
remain, and are ready to die ; while at the fave I 
time he offers unto God the grateful incenſe of 4 i lf 
his prevalent interceſſion in their behalf? And | {}] [! 
may it not further adumbrate the duty and office 1 
of all the miniſters of the goſpel, Who, f in the e. 15 ö ; | 


vening of the world, are to light the lamp or- 1 | 
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abe | Typical Places, » Bock Il 
law:: they ſhall put incenſe before thee ; and 


„hole burnt · offerings upon thine altar (2). 3 
It is their province, while they direct unto God next 
the incenſe of fervent prayer, to make their lamps 55 
burn clear, by ſupplying them with the oil of ITI 
pure doctrine, and trimming them with the tongs tar; 
of wholeſome diſcipline, and falutary admenition, royal 


% For Zion's fake let them not hold their peace, and is 
4 3nd for Jeruſalem's ſake let them not reſt, till Maje: 
10 the righteouſneſs thereof go forth as . ſpeci 
« neſs, and the ſalvation thereof as a lamp 8255 how:--: 
« burneth (2. 
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his pe 

5 N the inner part of the ſanQuary, there ſtood * 
u ſourſquare altar of Shittim wooJ, overlaid WY al ke 
with gold. It was encompaſſed with a golden his ch 
crown, furniſhed with golden rings for carriage, altar, 
like the ark and table of ſhew. bread, and graced Levi. 
with four golden horns at its four corners. To is the 
this. ſecret altar, none but the prieſts were to ap- hood. 
Proach; 3 not to offer propitiatory facrifices, as work 
upon the altar of burnt off-rings, but to burn in golde 
cenſe of ſweet ſpices morning and evening before altar 
the Lord. The confection of this ſacred. per- ſus; 4 
fume 1 is minutely preſcribed, with a ſtrict probi- who! 
bition of i imitating it for any other uſe. It was a their 
figure of. the interceſſion of the great High Prieſt of hit 
before che throne, as the altar 55 burat-off: ring fhansl; 


bur t! 


| (a) Deut. Wal. 10. @) xc bei. 5 whor 
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was a figure of his ſatisfactory oblation upon the 
earth. Let us firſt attend unto the * and 
next unto ern n en n I 


— 
7 
: . 


Taz 11800 iel was, firſt, etch Laine EY 
ws ; which: ſignifies the gloricus dignity of the 
royal Interceſſor, Whois a Prieit upon his throne, 

and is ſet down on the right hand of the heavenly 
Majeſty.— lt was a ſquare altar, equally re- 
ſpecting the four corners of the world; to denote 
how-acceſſible he is to all the ends of the earth; 
It was a moveable altar, capable of being 
tranſported where.ever the church of Iſrael - 
went : am emblem of his perpetual preſence in 8 
all places Where his nanie is recorded, or Where 
his people are afflicted. A jail, an iſle of Patmos, 
a lion's den, a fiſh's belly, a fiery furnace, are all 
al ke ta him; who never ben ne ver forſakes 
his choſen, and his calltd lt was a hidden 
altar, to which none appt dachedvieept the ſons of © 
Levi. To know Chriſt as their-intercediug Prieſt, , 
is the diſtinguithed privilege of all the royal/prieſt= 
hood. Theſe only ſee him by faith, whom the 
world ſeeth no more. But as the way to tlie 
golden altar of incenſe was to paſs by the brazen | 
altar of bur nt offering; ſo none can come to Je- . 
ſus; as ever living-to make inte rceſſion for them, 
who come not to h m as dying once to atone for 
their guilt, and put a vy their ſin by the ſacrifice - 
of himlelf. It was a horned altar. And What 
fnauld theſe four horns at its four corners purtènd 
bur theiftrength and prevalence oi his interceſſion, 5 
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able to ſave unto the utter moſt all who come un. 
to God by him, from the four winds of heaven? 
It was an altar ſtained with blood : for 
though no ſacrifices. for expiation were offered 
upon it, yet Aaron was commanded to tip its 
| horns every year with the blood of the atone- 
ments. The blood of Jeſus Chrift the righteous 
| bs the ſtrength of his advocacy, This blood pre. 
fented for ever before the throne of God, en- 
forces all his ſuits: with louder cries than ever the 
blood of Abel ſent from the ground, W 
vengeance on the firſt murderer. 5 


'F ROM. the altar, 421 us come to the ince nſe 
burned upon it. It repreſents both the merits of 
Jeſus aan and the ever: of all N 


a merits of Jeſus Chriſt is. that lncends 1 in 


which the prayers, and tears, and works of all 
the ſaints are clad, and wherein they aſcend like 
Manoah's angel, before the preſence of IænoVAu. 
nat incenſe. was compoſed of ſweet ſpices, 


that ſhed a rich perfume ; but not ſo grateful to. 


men as the ſweet-ſmelling ſacrifice of Chriſt was 
ſavoury unto God. That incenſe was. burned. 
in the ſanctuary, while the people were praying 
without. The appearing of our High Prieſt in 
the heavenly ſanctuary with the ſweet odour of 
bis merits, by no means ſuperſedes the prayers 
of ſaints on earth. For theſe things will God 


4 be,” not only ſolicited by the interceſſion of 
| his Son, but © inquired. of by the houſe of Iſrael, 
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be 6rdinance of the golden Altar. 283 


th it he may do it for them (ae That in- 
cenſe was continually burned before the Lord, 


and was a perpetual incenſe throughout their ge- 


nerations. The interceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt is 


everlaſting, becauſe he ever liveth. Never, never 


ſhall it be diſcontinued, till all its ends are fully 
reached, and the laſt elect veſſel be prayed home 
to glory.— That incenſe was not to be counter. 
feited, or imitated for any other purpoſe. De- 
teſted be the impie ty of that harlot-church, who 
confides in the merit of any ſaint, living or dead, 
aſcribing, on whatſoever pretence, the Mediatorꝰs 
glory to another. But the time approaches, 
when this counterfeit incenſe, the commodity of 
Babylon, ſhall no more be bought” by the mers 
chants of the earth, 


Tur prayers of ſaints are os ſaid to be ted: 
ed as incenſe before the Lord, and are reſembled 
to odours preſerved in vials of gold, by a New- 


Teſtament writer. Prayer is that incenſe, which, 


according to Malachi's prediction, ſhall be offered 
to the name of the Lord in every place. Was 
the holy incenſe compounded. of various ſweet 


ſpices? The graces of the Holy' Ghoſt are the 


precious ingredients in the effectual prayer of the 


righteous, Some of them were beaten very ſmall; 
perhaps to intimate, that brokennefs of heart, 
and contrition of Spirit, which the high and lef. 
ty one requires in the worſhippers at his foot 15 
ſtcol.—— The fire that burned the incenſe, may 


11 (a) Ezek. Xxvi. 37. 
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denote the ferveney of ſpirit required in accept. 
able worſhip.— But take heed of the ſparks of 
pour kindling, and lift up holy hands without 
wrath: for the incenſe maſt not be kindled with 
fire from the kitchen, but the altar! Was the 

| incenſe burned morning and evening continually? 
And can we reaſonably think the incenſe of prayer 
and praiſe ſhould be leſs frequently addreſſed to 
the God that dwells in the heavens? Jeſus Chriſt 


is the altar; Jeſus Chriſt is the Prieſt who ſands 


with his golden cenſer; by him yourtincenſe of 
prayer, and your incenſe? of praſſe, ſhall go up 
for a memorial before God, aud meet with: gra. 
cious acceptance. Without him even incenſe is 
an ahomination unto God; any the moſt ſolemn 
duties are a ſmoke in his noſtrils, and a fire that 
. all the e 
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— eering, which was a chief part of the holy 
furniture both of the tabernacle and temple, Its 
materials were, braſs and cedar · wood; its ſhape 
fourſquare; its ſtation was in the out ward court. 
* protected criminals that fled unto it, ſanctified 
| gifts, and alimented the prieſts. It was orna- 
mented with. four horns of braſs flouriſhing,” from 
its corners, and upon it the ſacred fire Was kept 
ö perpetually aliye. The ceremonies of its conſe 


cration taſted for ſeven days; and it is called by 


God an altar moſt Holy, that mould impart a 
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The ordinance of the br ren Altar. 2 7 5 


legal holineſs to every thing that touched it. In 
ordinary caſes it was not lawful to offer ſacrifices 
upon any other altar but this alone. 


TrarT Jeſus Chriſt is the antitype of this altar, 
the apoſtle to the Hebrews permits us not to 
doubt; for, ſpeaking of him, he ſays, We have 
«an altar, whereof they have no right to eat 
« who ſerve the tabernacle (a).“ He fays not, 
altars, as if they were many, but an altar, ſpeak- 


ing of one; and this altar is Chriſt. As the inter- 


teſſion of Jeſus Chriſt was typified by the golden 
altar of incenſe, ſo the altar of burnt-offering 
repreſented both his ſatisfaction in general, and 
his Godhead | in Fame Let us begin with 
the firſt. . 

Ir repreſented the perſon of our Redeemer as 
the propitiation for our ſins. It was a brazen 


altar, Was it not the ſame plorious perſon whom 
Ezekiel ſaw like a man of braſs, with a line of 


fax in his hand to meaſure the temple ; and whoſe 


feet are deſcribed, in the viſions of John, like fine 


braſs, as if they bur ned in a furnace? Braſs is a 
cheap and common metal, When by himſelf he 
purged our {ins ; he ſhone not with golden luſtre ; 
for his viſage was marred more than any man's, 
and his form than the ſons of men. Bras i is a 
ſtrong wetal, and fit to endure the fire. Our 


ſtrength was not the ſtrength of ſtones, otir'fi-fh - 
was not of. egy to wird with men . to af 1 
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ide with. 8 burnings: RE: Chriſt- was 
the mighty One, who felt the power of God 
anger, and was not devoured by the fiery indigna. 
| tion, —lt was a horned altar. This ſignifies 
the ſtrength of his atonement, both to ſatisfy the 
juſtice of God, and pacify the con ſciences of men, 
- It was a fourſquare altar: an emblem of 
hs: perpetual ſtability, who is the, ſame | to-day, 
yeſterday, and for ever. It was a public altar, 
For the death of Chriſt was to be a tranſaction of 
the moſt public kind. ——It was a burning altar, 
on which the fire never went out. The Holy 
Ghoſt is that eternal Spirit of judgment and of 
burning, threugh whom he offered up himſelf 
unto God, and who dwells for ever in the Son, 
With this holy fire the great High Pr ieſſ infl. med 
his legal ſacrifice of atonement: and with this 

| holy fire the royal prie ſthood ought to kincle 
their moral ſacrifice of p- aiſe, which, they offer 
by him contnualy. lt was an only altar, and, 
by the la v of Moſes, admitted not any rival. 
So; Jeſus Chriſt is tae one Mediator between God 
and unn. To multiply n med ators is no > leſs ron 
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1 a _ 275 Wo il Was, an "ene. Ke, = 
.that ſanct fied all, gifts. Whether, we. preſent 1 un- 
to God. the meat offering of alnis, the drink · offer. 
ing of tears, the peace offering of thankſgiving, 
the heave; offering of prayer, or the whole burnt- 
offering. of body and ſoul, by him alone they are 
ſanctified and accepted, as the altar ſanctiffed the 
| gift, —It. Was an altar that protected criminals 
who Hed unto icg:though, for ſome crimes,. they 
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Tie or dinance of the brazen Altar. 287 


were to be dragged from it to ſuffer condign pu- 


niſnment. In Jeſus Chriſt che guilty ſinner finds a 
retuge from legal condem nation; nor can they fail 
of making peace with him, who by faith take hold 


of his ſtrength, be their crimes ever ſo atrocious. 


It was an altar that nouriſhed the Levitical 
prieſthood who ſerved at it, and were partakers 
with it. Even ſo the happy perſons who are 
made prieſts unto God, and partakers of Chriſt, 3 
receive from him, not a natural, but a ſpiritual” 
and eternal life: “ For he that eateth me,” him- 


elt declares, * ſhall live by me (a). 


Bur in x particular manner his Deity ſeems fit 
to be called the altar on which he offered his hu- 


manity: for he was his own altar no leſs than 
ours. It was not the wooden creſs on which he 

died, that ſerved him for an altar. Far lefs can 
the material table on which the holy memorials - 
are exhibited in the ſacrament of the ſupper de- 

ſerve any ſuch glorious epithet. Hear what him-/ 
ſelf ſays about the altar, and the gift.“ Ye fools 
and blind: for whether is greater the gift, or 

the altar that ſanctifies the gift ()?“ Will any 
dare to ſay, that the wooden croſs was greater that 


the ſoul and body of the Redeemer who expired 
on it ? or that the table of the ſupper i is greater 
thin the conſecrated ſymbols of his body and 
blood? If it be impoſſible to find any thing great- 
er than the humanity of the Lord and Saviour, 
excepy his own divinity ; ; his own divinity, and! no- 
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thing elſe, muſt be the altar. Did the altar ſup. 
port the gift or victim while it was burning un 
it? It was the Godhead of Chriſt that fuppurt. 
ed the manhood from ſinking under theſe direful 
ſufferings he patiently endured. Did the altar 
ſanctify the gifts that touched it? It was the Deity 
of Chriſt that ſauctified the gift of his humanity, 
and imparted a dignity and value to the ſacrifice 
of his body and ſoul. The fins of many are fully 
expiated by the ſufferings of one, becauſe he is 
God, and there is none elſe ; beſides him there 
is no Saviour, | 


' BLESSED be God for ſuch an High Prieſt; ſuch 
a temple ; ſuch a ſacrifice ; fuck an altar of burnt. 
offering and incenſe. We have have an altar, not 
only in the midſt of- the land of Canaan, but in the 
midit of the land of Egypt, to which the ſons of 
the ſtrangers may bring their ſacrifices, We have 
an altar which God will never caſt off; a fanQua- 
ry which he will never abhor. The great atoning 
ſacrifice is already off:red up; what remains for 
us, but to render unto a gracious God the calves, 
not of the ſtall, but of the Me rhe cri 
0 wow ab 11 ds 
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' H E divers waſhings injoined in the law of 


Moſes, were no doubt a very ſignifican 
branch of that ritual economy : for not only did 
the Heathen pations adopt this cuſtom in their 
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he ordinance of the brazen Laver. ad 
falſe wor ſhip of imaginary gods: but a ſhadow 
of it is ſtill retained in the Chriſtian baptiſm, che 
initiating ordinance of the church. The daily 
luſtration of the Levitical prieſthood, we _ 
1 glance at. 


Ar the entrance of the tabernacle of the oon- 
gregation, before you come to the brazen altar, 
was ſet, by the appointment of the Lord, a pure 
veſſel, or laver, of poliſhed braſs. The arid: ; 
of it were furniſhed by ſome religious women, 
who complimented their looking-glaſſes for this 
purpoſe ; conſecrating theſe inſtruments, perhaps 
of vanity, to the: ſacred uſe of adorning the wor- 
tip of the true God. Though the ſhape of this 
veſſel is not minutely deſcribed by Moſes, it was 
certainly ſo contrived, as the water it contained 
wight be emptied by vents or pipes: for the prieſts 
were ordered, on pain ot death, to waſh their 
hands and feet at chis laver when they went inte 

the tabernacle, or approached unto the altar. At. 
firſt this waſbing: pot was probably of ſmall ſizes 
but when Solomon built his magnificent temple, 
he made alſo a. laver of large dimenſions, which, . 
on account of the huge quantity of water it was 
capable to hold, was called à molten ſea, and ſet 
it on a baſe of twelve. onen of braſs, not without 
the direction of Heaven, as we may well pre- 
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Dun the pure and holy, God intend by this Jaw» 
only to require from his worſhippers the putting 5 
away the filth of · the fleſhʒ which might be done 
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Book III. 
with material water, and by ſuch as had neither 
their hearts clean, nor their hands pure? Is wafh. 
ing the body with the. pureſt water an adequate 
prepara: ion for coming into the preſence of that 
God, in whoſe ſight the heavens are not clean? 


Typical Places, 


The purification of the ſoul from ſpiritual pollu- 
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nance. 
cleanſes all the roynl prieſthood from the foul con- 
tagion of 4in, by the word which he ſpeaks unto 
them, by the Spirit which he ſheds upon them, 
and by the blood he poured out for them, Was 
the laver a pure and clcanly veſſel ?- This may 
denote the innocence and ſpotleſs purity of the 
. glovious Immanuel, together with his fitneſs to 


R—— — — . — . 


Was it a large and capacious veſſel, and there - 


vaſt; and inexhauſtible fulneſs which ever dwells 
0 mn the New- Teſta nent laver, by which he is able 
I te ſprinkle many nations, and waſh away the 
5 crimes of, all who come unto God by him. Was 

it an open veſſel, that ſtood in the moſt public fi. 
tuation? A prophet ſtiles the bleſſed Redeener, 
ca fountain apened in the houſe of David, and 


«for uncle anneſs (a).“ Was it a confecrated 
veſſel? for Moſes anointed the laver and his f6ot 
-with the holy anointing oil. Chriſt Jeſus was 
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Far be it from us to harbour ſo fooliſh a thought. l 


tion was the thing intended by this carnal ordi. 
The laver is Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, who 


preſerve all ĩhat are in him holy and unblameable. 


fore ſtiled a ea This may remind us of that 5 


4 to the inhabitants of / Jeruſalem, for ſin, and 


conſecrated fon evermore to his faving office; and | 
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anointed with the Holy Ghoſt in the moſt ample 
meaſure. Was it ſupported by twelve oxen in 
the tewple of Solomon? Theſe brazen figures, 
that looked to all the winds of heaven, 'mzy not 
abſurdly be viewed as emblems of the twelve a> 

poſtles, who bore Chriſt's name to the Gentiles; - 
who poured. the doctrine of falvation in all the 
quarters of the world. For not only does die 
number of the oxen correſpond to the number 
of the apoſtles of the Lamb; but the ſervants 
of Chriſt are in other allies held forth under 
the emblem of — robuſt, bor; WE uſeful | 
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Bor wer uſe which. the prieſts 1 ahi OR 5 
were commanded to make of this veſſe] on all oc- 
eaſions, under the ſevereſt penalty, is the moſt: 
remarkable circumſtance we are to attend unto. 
They were to waſh their hands and feet with, the 
water of this veſſal when they encc red the taber 
nacle, on pain of death. Theſe Prie ſts are fi- 
gures not only of all Hfice;bearers | in the, church ö 
who ouþht to be pure and holy; but of all the 
holy na ion of Chriſtians; Who having a great 


High. Prieſt over the houſe of God, .ought. to 
draw near with true hearts, and in the full aſſu · 
rance of faith having their hearts ſprinkled from 
an evil 1 et and their bodies waſhed: with 
pure water. It is true, they are waſhed and ju- 
ſtified al: eady, in the name of the Lord Jeſus, 
and by the Spirit of our God; yet ſtill they need 
to waſh their hands and feet. The fins of daily, 


walk e ren e to the laver of his- 
2 


atoning blood, even from the holieſt faints on 
earth, Faith is the hand by which this purifying bis K 
Water tis applied to the conſcience. Would we it to 
approach to God in holy duties? would we aſcend or to 
the hill of the Lord, and ſtand in his holy place? lion « 
then, in a ſpecial manner, [muſt 'we lay aſide all « [ha 
| filthine ſs, and ſuperfluity iof nauꝑhtineſs, re ſol. 12 50¹ 

virg, with the ſwae t ſinger of Iſrael, 41 will wah WM n 
mine hands in innocency, and ſo will 1 com. Ry 
44 paſs thine altar, O Lord (2). But whoever Ml I. 
they be who prefer the mire of their ſin to the A} 
laver of his blood, think 0 Ha Way their ſtains of:4h 
with the nitre ar ſoap of their own righteouſ. ſure 
neſs, they fhall die before the Lord, be excluded the- 
com his 'beatific preſence, and become an ab; of 


borring * unto WITTY for evermore. e ent 
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N Jefus crit we have atf6 the antitype of 


* the legal unction, no leſs than of the divers the 
wafſhings and ſacrifi-es, which is to be declared. i 
The Jewaſh lawgiver i Is commanded, in a very 1 
particular manner, to take unto him of the prin. W 77 
cipal fpices, five hundred ſhekels of pure myrrh, yin 

_ —half as much of ſweet cinnamon, five hundred , fo. 
mekels of cafſia,—and half as much of ſweet al + 
mus. Theſe precious ingredients were tobe 3 | 
& compound-d by the apothecary's art in a hin of 51 


3 mo al. The uſe of this _ oil was to > anoint 


"Is The ordinance of the anointing Oil. 293 


me enen and its furniture, and Aaron with 
his ſons. But it was ſtrictly forbidden to apply 
it to any other uſe, to put it upon any ſtranger; . 
or to wake any think. like it, after the compofi- 
lion of it. This,“ ſaid God: to the Iſraelites, 
« (hall be a holy anointing oil to me, throughout 
66 your generations (2). “ Let us come to the 
concealed. en 1 45 ordinance; ail 
| Tex was this yy pe fulfilled,” hog x 55 Fe >. 
Anointed 1 Was endued with the gifts and, races 


ol the Hoh Ghol, which. God gave not by mea- 


ſure unto him; -Hear what himſelf declares by 


the wouth of the n Iſaiah, :“ The Spirit 
«of; the Lord is upon me, becauſe he hath a- 


© nointed: me (U). And therefore are the dif. 5 


ciples of Chriſt (tiled: Chriſtiant, becauſe it is ſup- 
poſed they have enen, union, from the be 
One. 74 5 We h | >. . Fry Ht Fr 1 81 
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this anointing with oil, and receiviug the gift of 
the Holy Ghoſt, are phraſes of the ſame import - 


in the language of inſpiration. If oil is of- ar: 


healing nature, and fit to appeaſe the anguiſn of + 


rankled wounds, the Spirit of God is that moll. wy. 


tying ointment, by: which the wounds, and bruiſes » 
and;putrefying, cores, occaſioned by the fall, are 


gradually healed, votil, at laſt the, cure is ſo com- 4 


pletely ;wrought,, that, not a ſear, remains, If + 


oil is of a beautifying dual ty, and. makes the; hu- 


man a face, to. thine. ; by. che benign agency of the- 2 
a {kx0d. XXX. 31. | 3 5 II. IXxi. 4 7 . Dr 
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Bock III. 
fnAifying Spirit, our ſouls are made as the 
wings of a dove covered with ſilver, and are pre. 

ſented at laſt in. preſence of his glory, without 

ſpot or wtnikle, or any ſuch thing. If oil is (a. 

voury to the taſte, imparting to other eſculent: 
an agreeable flavour; without the Spirit what is 

the word. elf but a dry morſel? but when he 
"ſheds his kindly influences, then do we find the 

word and eat it; it is to us the joy and rejoicing 
Ef our heart. If oil is of an exhilarating virtue, 
greatly refreſhing the animal. ſpirits of them who 
are anointed, this puts us in mind of the reviving 
operations. ef the Comforter, who is the Holy 
Ghoſt, the true oil. of pladneſs, whoſe fruit is 
Joy and peace. In the fame manner we might 
apply the ſtrengthning, ſoftning, preſerving, 
inſmuating properties of this ſtaple commodity 
of Canaan, to the like operations of the divine 
Spirit. 85 


: * 


Bur bet us racher- refte& upon the rs 
Aer of the holy anointing. off, which Moſes. 
made according to the divine difpeniſarcry..” It 

was componnded of various coftly ingredients; 
to reprefent perhape, „ the great variety of he- 


does gifts and graces, which are conferred by 


the Spirit of the Lord, and the diverfities of his 
operations. ——lt ſhed. a moſt delightful! per- 
ume, even to a proverb) when poiired* on the 

Ne of Aaron. Of a greater than He it is ſaid, 


Aw thy garments fmel of myrrh; aloes,. and 
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ie of thy good ointmentis, therefore do the vir | 


©: pins love thee (a) The quantity Which 


Moſes made was conſiderably large, and fufficient 
to anoint both the prieſts, the tabernacle, and alt 
its facred veffels, May not this faintly adumbrate 
the fulneſs of the Spirit, by which he is able, not 
only to anoint our great High Prieſt, bat like. 
wiſe all the fanctified veſſels that are made meet 
for the Maſter's uſe ? It was unlawſul to make a · 
ny thing like it; and the Jews afficn, with great 


probability, that it was never but once prepared; 


though they fabulouſly add, that it waſted not by 


uſe for many generations. I his may denote how 


diſpleaſing it is to God to counterfeit his holy 
Spirit 3 and as we are to try the ſpirits, whether 
they be of God, fo in all generations there is but 
one Spirit, 25 there is one body myſtical, and one 


hope of our calling, The prohibition of put- 
ting any of it on a ranger, may ſignify, that. 


the ſpiritua}.undion. is the peculiar: privilege of 


ſaints, which, to uſe the expreſſion, of our Lond. | 
And, laſtly, as this | 


the world. cannot receive. 
anointing oil did ſanctify the perſons. and things 


io which it was applied, conſecrated them for 


ever to the ſervice of God, and entitled them, to 
his protection z fo the happy 


van. * have N er roms in them, Be. 
\(8)500g) 


on 


ſouls who have re. 
ceived not the ſpirit of the world, bus the Spiri: 
who is of God, are ſanctiſied in the name of the 
Ford Jeſus, and by the Spirit of our. God are 

| ſealed unto the day of redemption andſtlie unc 
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dns of this anointing, their: pokes ſhall be des 
ſtroyed, Touch not mine anointed, ye enemies 
c. of their ſalvation, will the Lordaſay, and 
4 do no harm to my peculiar people (a) 

others drink-wine in bowls, aud anoint themſelves 
with the chief ointments; but glveru6g. ©. hors, 
this, holy: oil Abe: di 
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ah land chat owed with mille way "honey 
A” deſerves a: articular coofideration , among 

the other. ſhifows of good th: V'0gs to Conne Gol 
promifed to the fatheis of the ho! * "nation, « 1 
ck will p give you "the: land of Canaan, the ot of 
ce. your inheritande, when the y were. but a few 
men in number; y ca, very few, and ſtraugers 
im it ().“ This promiſe he = Performed ko theic 
poſterity at the z pPOinted time, When, under the 
conduct of Joſhua, he drove out the Heathen, 
and planted them But was this all Which God, 
pftovided for his people? Was the romiſe of an 
eartiily inheritance, the bug opsr that ſopport- 
ed ehe believing patriarehs in the” few and evil 
days of their Pilgrimage ? Was there no other 
reſt remaining for the people 'of God, but that 
Which Jeoſfma gave them * Then indteg thty 
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y Had 
been; upon the Whole, conſiderable loſers byaheir 
religion, and God would been aſhamed to be 
called their God. Ic. is true ere, Canaan 
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05 Fla. cv. 13. N Gen. Xii. 7. *Plal. c cv. 11. 12. 
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The Land aunts | 2 


tin Tountry, a land of brogks of wa- 


the valleys and hills: a land where they did ext 
butter of kine, and milk of ſheep, fat of lambs, 
and rams of the breed of Baſhan, and goats, with 
the fat of kidneys, and wheat x. they did drink the 
pure blood of the prape >a land whoſe rich ſoll 
produced whatever could fill the cup of joy, or 
load the board of plenty. But, alas! what eruel 


the immortal ſpirit in man? Beſides, the patri- 
archs themſelves ſojourned in the land of promiſe 
as in a ſtrange country, and had not ſo much as 
a grave to. call their own till bought with money. 
And their poſterity, the people of his holineſs, 
poſſeſſed it but à little time. What was che 
language of all this? Did it not proclaim, in 
loudeſt aecents, both to the patriarchs and their 
ſeed, *« Ariſe ye, and depart ; for this is not your 


* this pleafant land is but the pledge and ſhadow.” 
Beyond all doubt, the godly patriarchs regarded 


lawpiver, could been fo paſſionately deſirous to 
fee, before he died, that good land bey ond Jordan, 
if he had not Lonlidereg 1 it as a pledge of God's 
eternal reft. Let us add to all Ft the ſublime _ 
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ter, of fountains and deeps, that ſprang out of 


N Tz 
Kw 


mockery had it been, to propoſe no ſublimer en- 
joyments than theſe to the lovers of his bleed 
name? Are ſuch things an adequate portion to 


* fine] Teſt (a)? 1 have provided for you, O my 
« people, a better heavenly country (6), of which 


the promiſed land in this amiable Tight : and it is 
hard to imagine how Moſes, that wiſe and great 


298 5 Typical Place. Book IN, 
encomiums that are eve ry where beſtowed upon 
Canaan, in Moſes, and the prophets, Surely there 
was nothing abqut that little ſpot of earth to en. 
title it to ſuch high eulogiums, as “ the glory of 
all, lands (a), the- pleaſant land (5), and thy 
land, O Immmuel (c).“ But when we view it 
as a type of the heavenly inheritance, the proprie. 
ty of the ſe grand epithets immediately diſcovers 
itlelf. Let us ſee where the AN Boo 
aan was a Hh originally paſſeſſed 170 0» 
1 ther nations, whom the Lord drove out tor their 
wickedneſs. It is revealed in the ſcriptures, that 


the-celeſtial manſions were firit inhabited by theſe | 


once pure, but now apoſtate ſpir ts who, for re- 


bellion againſt their eternal Sovereign, were dri. 
ven out from God and bliſs, and their places in 


heaven an know them FR" No: more. * 
17 5 was a by Top! Ty amazi 8 . 8 "Inv 
is the tender conde ſcenſion of the heavenly Fa, 


ther,.. as to deſcribe, by earthly ſimilitudes, that 


ſulne of joy in his beatific preſence, and all the 
rich. variety of ſpirirual and eternal ble ſſings. 
The ple nty of Canaan, where they did eat bread 
without ſcarceneſo, was an emblem of the fatne ſs 
of God's houſe. In heaven they ſhall not want 
any good thing that can, be perfective of their 
Latures, or conducive to their true felicity, There, 
to uſe the prophetic Qlile, 6 the mountains {hall 
| 2 down en wine, « and the M Alis 
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rs The land of Chapin” | 299 
« with milk (a).“ They ſhall not hunger nor 
thirſt, for the tree of life for ever hangs out his 
golden fruit, and the water of life for ever rolls 
its ſilver dream. Ges Pp | 


EMT 


"IT Was a promifed land ; 1 promiſedlong he- 
fore the poſſeſſion was E taken, to the fa- 
ther of their nation, four hundred and thirty 
years before the law. Even ſo, eternal liſe Was 
promiſed to Chriſt, the everlaſting Father, not 
only antecedent to the geod works of his ſeed, , 
but before the world: and though the Lord is 
not lack concerning his promiſe, yet we have 
need of patience, even though we have done the 
will of n that we may inherit the promiſes. 


IT was a land which 4 own 1 
could not merit, and which their own ſword could 
not procure. Their induction into it is, in the 
ſlrongeſt terms, aſcribed, to the ſovereign, grace 
and outſtretched arm of God, who ſhewed to his 
people "the power of his works, that he might 
give them the heritage of the Heathen. Should 
we vainly arrogate unto ourſelves the honour of 

deſerving, by our beſt works, our acceſs to the 
heavenly inheritance, there, is one; that condemns | 
us, even Motes 1 in whom we truſt. Speak not 
0 thou! in heart,” ſays that great lawgiver to his 
people, 45 for my righteouſneſs. the Lord hath 

p brought me in to poſſeſs this land. Not ſor 
4 thy n, or the 2 of thine | 
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8 

en heat; doſt thou go to poſſeſs it; for thou art 
«za tiff necked people (a). Can any be ſo ab. 
ſurd as to affirm, that though the earthly inhe. 


ritance could not, yet the heavenly inheritance 


may be merited by works of IIS that 
we _ done ? 


I x was a land to which they went through ma. 

ny hardſhips and difficulties, through floods, and 
.witderneſſes, and legions of oppoſing foes. They 
had both real and imaginary diſcouragements to 
grapple with. Even ſo the kingdom of heaven 
ſuffers violence, and through much tribulation we 
muſt enter Sens it, though it be a purchaſed pol. 
ſeſſion, and a promiſed inheritance. But as nei. 
ther Sihon king of the Amorites, nor Og king of 
| Baihan, nor the formidable giants the ſons of 
Anak, could hinder the Iſraelites from their pro. 
miſed reſt; ſo neither ſhall the power of the ene. 
my, hawever great and dreadful, be able to retard 
the meaneſt faint, who takes unto him the whole 
armour of God, and with determined ardour 


ftzhts the good fight of faith, and ef hold on 
ae ns es 


. a * Which many u defpiled; a and thro? 
| Uunbelief they came ſhort of the promiſe, and their 
carcaſes fell: in-the-witdernefs. And many, alas | 


prefer cha refer pft, fin to all the ra · 
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this better country all the days of Wenk ifs, in is 
the lad n they i MO 


N 
11 


"Inn was a als which the Iecelites obtained not 
till Moſes was dead, None are brought to hea- 
ven, till they be dead to the law by the body of 
Chriſt, He is the true Joſhua, or the Captain of 
ſalvation, who brings many fons unto glory, and 
conducts them through the Jordan of death, into 
the inheritance incorruptible, e __ that 
fadeth not away. 


v. The holy City of Jeruſalem, andthe holy Hill of 


Lion, 


B we mult not forget thee, O Jeruſalem, 
thou famed metropolis of Judea, nor that 
adjacent hill of Zion, the royal reſidence of Da- 
vid, where the temple. alſo ſtoad Such glorious 
things have been ſpoken of this city and moun- 
tain, as can by no means agree to them, when 
viewed only in the letter. It is long, very long 
ſince Zion was ploughed as a field, ſince the pa- 
laces of, Jeruſalem, have been levelled with the 
ground: Go ye up upon her walls,” ſaid God 
to the victorious Roman army, © and take away 
her battlements, for they are not the Lord's (a).“ 
But ſtill there is a ſpiritual Zion, on which the 
Lamb Kands with his weed tribes; ſtill 


0 8 v. 10. 
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there. is a heowealy Jeruſalem, to which the ge. 
neral aſſembly and church of the firſt-born are 
ſaid to come. What ſhould this ſpiritual Zion 


and heavenly Jeruſalem be, but the militant and 


triumphant church of Chriſt, of which the earth- 
Iy Zion, and the worldly Jeruſalem, were. the 


ſhadow and type? the old mount Zion was, 
- equally with mount Sinai, a mount that might 


be touched, being a corporeal ſubſtance : and 


he old Jeruſalem was a city that might be razed 
to its foundations: but the true Zion is a ſpiritual 
thing, which cannot be touched ; and the new 


| Jeruſalem is a city that hath foundations and - 


never can be moved. 


TukRk were bine more eminent 7 Won, 


and towns more potent than Jeruſalem ; yet no 
mountain or ciiy makes ſo diſtinguiſned a figure 


in the ſacred page. It was not the natural ele. 


gance of Zion and Jeruſalem, nor the fortified (t- 
tuation of theſe places, that could entitle them 
to ſuch high eulogiums as are every where be- 
ſtowed upon them by the inſpired penmen. It 
zs true, indeed, the beautiful ſituation of mount 
| Zion, and the compact form of Jeruſalem „Which 
Was comely to a proverb, deſerved their due prai- 
Fes; and their ſtrength, both of nature and art, 
_*  » Was far from being deſpicable. It may be. alſo 

-affirmed, that the Holy Ghoſt intended a” Faint 

| repreſentation. cf the invincible ſtrength, and 
ſpiritual beauty of the church, in the ſtrength 
and beauty of theſe holy places. But the extra- 


andigary regard which the great J An was 
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pleaſed to tetfuy towards his holy hill of Zion, 
and his beloved city of Jeruſalem, is the chief thing 
which exalred that little hill above the great 
mountains of the world, and ennobled that me - 
tropolis above all other cities, however populous 
or magnificent. Why do ye leap, ye high hills? 
why do ye exult againſt the little hill of Zion, 48 
if you were much ſuperior to it? This is the 
hill which God deſires to dwell in; the Lord 
will dwell in it for ever. This makes it a high 
hill; a high hill as the hill of Baſhan; this ren- 
ders it the per ſection of beauty, and the joy of 
the whole earth. Exactly ſo, it is the diſtinguiſh- 
ing favour, and ſovereign love of God, beſtowed 
upon his church, that ennobles it beyond all other 
ſocieties, however inferior to them in the beauty 
of earthly ſplendour, and worldly dominion. Let 
us ſee then what are the marks of the divine re- 


gard to theſe ſicred places, which rendered them 5 


fir emblems of the real Choarel 1 in BY ages. Ss 
Trzy were n where God ſet his King, 
and the thrones of the houſe of David. That il. 


luſtrious monarch, who founded the long line of 
the Jewiſh kings, having reſcued Jeruſalem and 


Zion from the Jebuſites by force of arins, forti'- 
| fied them, and made them the places of his royal 


reſidence, The ſpiritual Zion is the city of the 


great King, that is, of Jeſus Chriſt, "who won it 
out of the hands of idolatreus Gentiles, who 
boaſted cf their idols, though lame and blind. 


Chrilt is the true David, who indeed was ſign/fied 
by all the ants Iſrael, his lineal tones. 
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304 Dic Places, Book Hl. 
who: had gained this notable vidory over the 
Gentile world; and, ia theſe very places where 
ſuperſtition reigned, hath builded his church, fix. 
ed his throne, and iſſued forth his righteous laws, 
If it was a diſtinguiſhing privilege of the ancient 
Zion and Jeruſalem, to be the ſeat of a king of 
Heaven's election, how greatly ſuperior is the 
ne Jeruſalem and goſpel Zion, in being the ſeat 

of the King of kings, who fits upon the throne, 

and has the key of David? “ Cry out and ſhout, 
«thou inhabitant of Zion, thy King ſhall never 
te periſh, and great is the holy One of Ifrael in 
ce the midſt of thee (a). 


"Trex. were ra where God eſtabliſhed his 
worlhip, and to which the tribes of the Lord re. 
ſorted, becauſe of his houſe at Jeruſalem. Here 
the yoice 'of his praiſe was heard, and ſacrificgs 
came with acceptance upon his altar. Jeruſalem 
was the city of Jewiſh ſolemnities; and it js fore- 
told by the prophets, that the once hoſtile nations 


| pound about them, ſhould pay them annual viſits, 


and join in their holy feſtivals ; yea, ſays the pro- 
phet Iſaiah, & From new moon to pew moon, 
„and from Sabbath to Sabbath, ſhall all fleſh 
e come to worſhip before the Lord of hoſts (5). 
Now, it is evident, theſe high predictions were 


never accompliſhed in the earthly Zion and Jeru- | 


falem : yea, it is impoſſible they can be accom» 


pliſhed in their literal ſenſe; the nature of things 
forbids it, But to the ſpiritual Zion, and heavenly 
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1 they have been fulfilled, and ſhall be 
more and more accompliſhe d: for this holy hill 
may be found in all places of the world, and we 


may come to the city of the Ering God without a 
. ee | | | 
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Tnev were places for Whoſe protection tha di- 
vine providence has oftentimes awoke in a very 
extraordinary manner. Aſſembled kings have 
come with hoſtile deſign againſt theſe highly ſa- 
voured places ; but inſtead of executing their cruel 
purpoſe, the joyful Ifraelites, after their depar- 
ture, upon the mel narrow inſp:Qion of their 
towers, palaces, and bulwarks, cculd not obſerve 
that any of them was battered down, cr even de. 
faced. This was not owing to their own ſtrength, 
but to the preſence of their God, But this glo- 
rious prerogative of being the peculiar care of 
heaven is now transferred to the goſpel-church, 
and all her true members. They that truſt in 
« The Lord, ſhall be like that mount Zion, chat 
« can never be moved (a) ?ꝰ6 [4-4 
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Fi RT, The Feaſt of Tabernacles*.. 


T HE feaſt of tabernacles was one of the 
three grand fe ſtivals, in which all the males 
of Israel e. before God i in Jeruſilem. It 
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* The acceptable celebration of the 1 articles 
being fixed, by divine appointment, to Jeruſalem, they - 
are introduced here to explain and illuſtrate the great 
importance of that city as a typical place, though, in a= 
nother view, they wight rather appear to belong 0 the 
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began on the fifteenth day of the ſeventh month, 
which was four days after. their mournfal faſt on 
the day of expiation, and was celebrated with all 
poſſible demonſtrations of joy, and: national glad: 
neſs. It laſted eight days, and was the longeſt of 


all their ſolemnities; and the laſt day is called, in 
the New. Teſtament, be great day of the feaſt. Up. 
on this day, we are informed, . Jeſus ſtood and 
« cried, If any man thirſt, let him come unto me, 
« and drink (a);” alluding, as is commonly 


thought, to a ceremony they. uſually performed: 
on that occaſion with great pomp, though it be 
not commanded in the law *. On all the eight 
days they were to offer the Berli, which are 
e condeſcended upon by Moſes. On the 


(a) John vii. 37. | 9 
* Tremellius on John vii. 37. W from the Tal- 


mud, that the Jews uſed, on the eighth day of this feaſt, 


to march round the altar ſeven times, ſinging Hollainab, 
with palm-branches in their hands, in memory of the Iſ- 
raclites, in the days of joſhua, their-marching round Je- 
richo ſeven times on the day of its fall. And beſides, he 


informs us from the ſame. authority, that on this day 


they drew water, with great joy, from the brook. 


_ Siloam, at the foot of mount Zion, carried it to the 


prieſts in the temple, where they made a libation-of it, 
mingled with wine, upon the altar. In the time. of 
drawing the water, they ſung that cheerful ditty of the 
prophet Iſaiah, „With joy ſhall ye draw water out of 


the wells of falvation-? They pretended that the pro- 
phets Haggai, and Zechariah were the inſtitutors of theſe 
rites; and they imagined that the Holy Ghoſt was ſo de · 
| Kighted with their carnal mirth and vociferation, as to 
. Impart to them, on this occaſion, a prophetical afflatus; 


which happened, they ſay, to the prophet Jonah, The 
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firſt a thirteen young bullocks; two rams, 3 1 
fourteen lambs of the firſt year, and one kid of 1 
the goats for a ſin-offering, beſide the continual L | 


burnt offering. But it was worthy of our notice, 1 
that the bullocks diminiſhed by one every ſubſGGQ. 
quent day, till on the ſeventh day, but ſeven were 


| 

to be offered ; and upon the eight and laſt, though | 4 
the great day of the feaſt, they offered but one 4 
bullock. Did not God intend, by this gradual "x 
abatement, as the ſolemnity advanced, to exhibit i 1 
unto his people a repreſentation of the decaying = | 1 
nature of that diſpenſation they were under; that Fi | : 
a time ſhould come when theſe. ſacrifices ſhould : j bi 
vaniſh away altogether, and give place to more i i | 


ſpiritual oblations, which ſhould pleaſe the Lord 
better than any. bullock. that hath both hors and: 


W \ 


Bur the ceremony that gave the name to this 
joyful feaſt was their dwelling in booths the. firſt 
ſeven days. Theſe booths were made of olive- 
branches, pine branches, myrile- branches, p?lm- 
branches, willows of the brook, and branches of 
other goodly trees, they cut down, and carried 
about in their hands. And that none might be at 
a doſs to know the meaning of this ordinance, it 


ſame writer obſerves, that as the Jews had miſerably. 
preverted this ordinance, by the addition of their own 
magical ceremonies, ſo Chriſt intended to reprove and 
filence their mad vociferations, when he cried with a 
loud voice, and to lead them away from the terreſtrial 
water to the water of life, and to himſelf, the only ſcope 
af this feaſt, and of all other ceremonies. 
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began on i the fifteenth day of the ſeventl month, 


which was four days after. their mournful faſt on 
the day of expiation, and was celebrated with all 


poſlible demonſtrations of joy, and national glad: 
neſs. It laſted eight days, and was the longeſt of 


all their ſolemnities; and the laſt day is called, in 
the New. Teſtament, the great day of the feaſt. Up. 


on this day, we are informed, ** Jeſus ſtood and 


82 cried, If any man thirſt, let him come unto me, 
% and drink (a);” alluding, as is e 


thought, to a ceremony they uſually performed 
on that occaſion With great pomp, though it be 
not commanded in the law *.. On all the eight 
days they were to offer the ſacrifices, which are 
e condeſcended upon by Moſes. On the 


(a) John vii. 37s 


- ® Tremellius on John vii. 37. W from the Tal- 


mud, chat the Jews uſed, on the eighth day of this feaſt, 
to I round the altar ſeven times, ſinging Hoſannab, | 


with palm-branches in their hands, in memory of the Iſ- 
raelites, in the. days of joſhua, their marching round Je- 
richo ſeven times on the day of its fall. And beſides, he 


informs us from the ſame. authority, that on this day 
they drew water, with great joy, from the brook. 


Siloam, at the foot of mount Zion, carried it to the 
Prieſts in the temple, where they made a libation of it, 


mingled with wine, upon the altar. In the time of 
drawing the water, they ſung that cheerful ditty of the 


prophet Ifaiah, . © With joy ſhall ye draw water out of 
1 the wells of ſalvationꝰꝰ They pretended that the pro- 
phets Haggai, and Zechariah were the inſtitutors of theſe 
rites ; and they imagined that the Holy Ghoſt was ſo de · 
; Righted with their carnal mirth and vociferation, as to 
.Impart to them, on this occaſion, a prophetical afflatus; j 

Which * they a, to the prophet * The 
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firſt oa thirteen young bullocks, two rams, 3 
tourteen lambs of the firſt year, and one kid of 
the goats for a ſin · offering, beſide the continual Rf 
burnt offering. But it was wor thy of our notice, A 
that the bullocks diminiſhed by one every ſubſe, 
quent day, till on the ſeventh day, but ſeven were 
to be offered; and upon the eight and laſt „though 
the great 0 of the feaſt, they offered but one [i 
bullock, Did not God intend, by. this gradual 


abatement, as the ſolemnity advanced, to exhibit | 
unto his people a repreſentation of the decaying Mt 

| | 942 | 282 | 14 l 15 | 
nature of that diſpenſation they were under; that i 


a time ſhould come when theſe. ſacrifices ſhould : 
vaniſh away altogether, and give place to more 
 ſpiritdal oblations, which ſhould pleaſe the Lord 
better than any: bullock that hath Horm Heros and: 


bea T* 


Bur the ceremony that gave the name to this 
joyful feaſt was their dwelling in booths the firſt 
ſeven days. Theſe booths were made of olive 
branches, pine branches, myrtle- branches, pelm- 
branches, willows of the brook, and branches of 
other goodly trees, they cut down, and carried 
about in their hands. And that none might be at 
a-loſs to know the mama of this ordinance, it 
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ſame writer obſerves, that as the Jews had miſerably. 
preverted this ordinance, by the addition of their own 
magical ceremonies, ſo Chriſt intended to reprove and 
filence their mad vociferations, when he cried: with a 
loud voice, and to lead them away from the terreſtrial 
water to the water of life, and to himſelf, the only ſcope 
of this feaſt, and of all other ceremonies. 
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Is expreſely ace by God himſelf, “ That your 
40 ge nerations may know that 1 made the children 
«of Iſrael to dwell in booths, when I brought 
ce them up out of the land. of Egypt (a). So prone 
are human minds to bury in oblivion thoſe mer. 
cies that are paſt, that ſuch rememorative inſtitu. 


tions have been always held neceſſary and expe. 


dient. And ſurely the diviae power and goodneſs 
_ diſplayed to the forefathers of the Jews, in mira. 


culouſly providing all neceflary accommodations 


for them in a deſolate wilderneſs, deſerved anni. 
verſary celebration, no lefs than their Exodus, or 
departure from Egypt. By this glad feaſt, they 

praiſed God for that good land into which he had 
brought then. Our anceſtors,” as if thy had 
ſaid, “ once wandered in che wild: rneſs, in a ſo- 
6 ary way, they found no city ro dwell i in. But 
O that men would praiſe the Lord for his good - 


«neſs! he led them forth by a way that was | 


« righr, to go to a city of habitation, _ Inſtead 
le of theſe dreary proſpects our fathers had in 
the wilderneſs forty years, we, their poſterity, 
are introduced to this delicious country, where 


% we ſow fields, and plant vineyards, that yield 
* us fruits of increaſe, whoſe rich and generous 


« ſoil ſupplies us with theſe goodly trees; from 


e whence we pluck theſe verdant branches (6). ”” 


And we may add, with great probability 5 chat 


| - their dwelling in booths ſo many days every year, 
Was a ſolemn recognition, that they were {till in 
a e late, N ien in n 3 


(a) Ler. xxl 43+ 5 0 Plat: c. 
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The Feaſt of ' Tabernacles. 309 
mat they looked on themſelves as ſtrangers on 

the earth, even in the land of promiſe; as the pa- 
triarchs, from whom they ſprung, confeſſed, by 
dwelling in tents and tabernacles in this ſame 
land, that they were but pilgrims here, and ex- 
pected a better heavenly inheritavce. Truly this 
has been the univerſal acknowledgment of good 
men in every age, who have efteeme:i their feli- 
city to ariſe, not ſo much from their preſent en. 


joyments, as their future proſpects. They have 


not only counted themſelves pilgrims and ſojourn- 
ers, when ſtruggling with adverſity, and wander - 
ing from one country to another, without a fixed 
abode; but when elevated to the very ſummit of 
for tune, and enjoying the moſt profound repoſe 
which this terreltrial ſtate affords. A tabernacle 


is the common appellation of a dw elling- place, in 
the Old-Teſtament ; and in the New Feſtament, 8 
the body 1 in which che foul is lodged is ſtiled oy, 


the great apoſtle, the earthly 3 of this taber- 
nacle (a), which is diſſolved by death, and religns 
to a more permanent houſe, a builaing ef Gad, e- 


ternal in the heavens, David, a glorious king, 
called his palace Ihe tabernacle of bis boufe (b).; 


ang Jefus Chriſt, when he lived on the earth, at 
leaſt after he began to act in his public character, 


bad no proper home, but choſe to be the been, 
er of 
his followers. Whatever other reaſons might be 


ſometimes to one, and ſometimes to anot 


aſſignedt for this conduct of our Lord, it ſeems as 


if he had deſigned to exhibit, to all his genuine | 


diſciples, an illuſtrious example of ſuperior: indif. 


(a) 2 Cer. v. . ( PC. exxxIi. 3 
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ous hopes you entertain of admiſſion into the ce. 
leſtial manſions, and learn of me not to regard 


where God our Father, where Chriſt our elder 


earthly manſions, and even the grave itſelf, as but 


: neſs, which. is both the duty and privilege of the 
true circumciſion, who worſhip God in the ſpirit, 


for God has made all their feaſt-days to ceaſe 
and there is no war rant in the ſcr iptures for us un 
der the Chriſtian economy, to revive this ceremo. 
nial ordinance, But itill we have the ſubſtance of 


not in a carnal manner: for a prophet of the 
8 45 » foretells the converſion of the Geptiles 


55 4 ry one that is left of all the nations which came a. 
galaſt Jeruſaiem, ſhall even go up from year to year, 

. 8 to worſhip the King, the Lord of Pa and | to keep 
« the feat IONS Sc. E 


zi-e  Fypicht Places! © Book 11h 
ference to all eee things, and to ineülcate, in phy 


in the ſtrongeſt manner, upon their nds, et A. ful Fat 
es rife 1 ye, and depart; this is not your reſt (a). „I ſtian 


Set not your affections, O my people, on this ſeem 


tranſitory ſcene of things; remember the glori. luz 


this world as your home, Then do we keep the 
feaſt of tabernacles in a ſpiritnal manner, "when 
we raiſe our ardent hopes to thoſe glad regions 


Brother, and all the holy ſaints, and bleſſed an. 
gels, inhabit for evermore; when we view theſe 


our ſhort home, and places of tranſient reſidence, 
in compariſon of eternal habitations, _ 


Bur the feaſt of the tabernacles ſeems chiefly to 
be a figure of that holy joy, and ſpiritual glad. 


It is long ſince this ſolemnity was diſcontinued ; 


this ſhadow, and ought to keep this ſeaſt, thou; 2h 


ty (a) Mic. il. 10. | 
> ant Zech. xiv. 16. And it ſhall come to naſb/'that eve: 


og > * PN + 


Fil phraſe which evidently import, that theſe joy- 
ful rites are figures of goſpel-worſhip, The Chri · 
ſtian joys, both in the preſent and future life, 
ſeem to have been FORO by this ici fe- 
llivitys 


IT began ſoon after the ſorrowful day of expia- 
tion, in which they affl Red their ſouls, and had a 
lively repreſentation of the great atonement, Ex- 
aQly ſo, the Chriſtian j joy treads upon the heel of 
godly ſorrow; and it is che prerogative of the 
high and 2555 Oae, to revive the ſpirit of the 
hamble and the heart of the contrite one. The 
blocdy death and meritorious ſufferings of the 


great Sacrifice, is the ſource from whence it 


ſprings. It is ſtrange, but certain, the ſinner's un- 
ſpeakable joy ariſes from tlie Saviour's unutter · 
able wo. Well may they keep à feaſt of taber- 
nacles, who have received the atoaement by Jeſus 
Chriſt : well may they thout for joy, whoſe ini- 
quity is pardoned, whoſe tranſgreſſion is covered, 
and to whom the Lord will not impure fin ; for 


though he was angry with n his mw is 
turned . 


"hi as «ahi ROE feaſt t laſted 4 3 the 
Chriſtian s joy. is not like the joy of the hypocrite, 
but for a moment; for it ſhould be perpetuated | 
through the whole courſe of his life. Rejoice 
« evermore(s),” is a New · Teſtament precept per· 
perually tata There are times wee carnal | 
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mirth may be very unſeaſonable, and highly, in. 
proper; but what ſnohld forbid that joy in the 
| 8 ch Ghoſt, which is the gladneſs of his nation, 

to be indulged at all times? It is a joy that may 
exiſt in the ſame ſoul, together with the moſt 
unfeigned ſorrow, and moft lively contrition. It 
may even comport with the moſt afflited ate in 
| this world, and abound in the greateſt of tribula. 
tions. It is a continual feaſt, which the unpa. 
ralleled afflitions of Paul were not capable of 
interrupting. Job could ſay, “ Bleſſed be the 
4 name of the Lord (a).“ in the moſt complicated 
diſtreſs. And © though the fig-tree ſhould not 
« bloſſom, though fruit ſhould not be found in 
di the vines, tho? the labour of the olive ſhould 
4 fail, though the flock ſhould be cut off from 
« the fold, and there ſhould be no herd i in the 
40 ſtalls ; it was the firm reſolution of Habak. 
kuk, „ Yet will 1 rejoice in the Lord, and- be 
ze glad i in the God of my falvation (65. 1 


Fan it muſt be owned, the feaſt is 
kept here but imperfectly. We are in heavineſs 
through manifold temptations, and muſt not x- 
pet to have all tears wiped away in a plice of fin 
and ſorrow. The principal celebration of thi: fe- 
ſtival is im heaven, where alone there is fulnef* of 
pure unmixed joy. In compariſon of this bit fed 


| Nate, how imperfect is the preſent! It may be 


reſembled to the ſorrowful day of expiation, that 
e this Oy "feaſt. But as the N 


(a) Ig (6) Hab. in. "Wn Whos 
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ad, for one day of ſorrow had eight days of 
gladneſt, ſo momentary affliction ſhall there give 
place-to-everlaiting joy. The beloved apoſtles de · 


(cries the heavenly ſtate in allaſion to the cere- 


| monies of this feaſt: And 1 beheld, and lo 2 


« preat multitude, which no man could number, 
„of all nations, and kindred:, aud people, and 
« tongues, ſtood before the throne, and before 
« the Lamb, cloth<d with white rpbes {a).”? And, 
as the Jews were wont at the feaſt of tabernacles, 
they had palms in their e and e Fon, a 
loud voice che a Hoſannah. 


SECONDLY, The Faſt o amiverſary Aonement. 


eo N av a of ine 1 month, 

(a month diſtinguiſhed in the Jewiſh rxu- 
br LN the great number of feſtivals obſeryed.in 
it,) the whole body of the people of Iſrael were 
required to keep a ſolemn faſt to afflict their 
ſouls for ſin, and to ahſtain from all manner of 
ſer vile work. But the chief ſolemnities of the 
day conſiſte d in thoſe rites by which the high 
ptĩeſt was to make atonement for the (ins of his 
nations which kites were never pradtiſed but 
upon .this occaſion... Whatever our great Higb 
Prieſt has done for the ſalvation. of his people in 
earth be neath, or in heaven above, was prefigured 
in theſe venerable ſolemnities. This the-irſpirdl 
wal ane een having, Af, great lengtn 
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7 ilutrated.to our des it c will not be i 19M to 
enlarge upon it. Let it ſuffice briefly to enume. 


ſame manner. 
unto the Lord after the manner of à ſi n. offering, 


7 va bel re 


rate- the. facerdotal actions reſerved for this me. 
monable: day, and then * to hint at 997 typica 
ors i» * 15 1 r d 


D a an was: <a leid kiph We to equip 


' Himſelf.-for the ſervice of the day? He, Was to 


put on his holy linen garments after waſhing him- 


ſelf. He was 0 furniſh himſelf with a bullock 
for a ſin: offering, and a ram for a burnt offering, 


to be offered for his own-ins, and the ſins of his 
family. He was alſo to take of the congregation 
two kids of the goats for a ſin offering, and a ram 
for a burnt · offering. The two goats, making but 
one offering togethe r, were not to be uſed in the 
One of them was to be off ered 


rhe other preſented alive before the Lord, and 
then diſmiſſed into the wilderpeſs. The Schite⸗ 
being -prepared, he proceeded in the following 


manner: Firſt, he killed the bullock, z£Q;atone 
for himſelf and family; and taking in his hand a 
cenfer full oſ burning coals from off the altar, and 


7 qua 


itz of {fiveet incenſe, ſufficient to raiſe 4 
cloud that ſhould'cover'the mercy: fat; taking al. 


10 che blood of his bullock in a veſſel,” he Went 
nn tothe ſunduary, fet the ineenſe on fird; and 
. e. the blood poi? and befor 


re” the'rercy- 
The ficrifice” for himſelf" being thhs per- 
turns but of cke ſanctuary, and 
Kills the ee of the lin coering for the pe * 
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aud W his blog apain within the vail, he 
ſprinkles: it, as he had done with the blood of the 


bolak, upon the mercy-ſear, and likewiſe uport | 


the golden altar. “ And,” faid the lawgiver of 


the Jews, “ there ſhall be no man in eee 


© nacle, when he poeth in to make an atonement 


in che holy place, until he come out (a). Ihe 


next ceremony is this; he brings the live · goaty 
and laying his hands upon the head of the creas 
ture, conteſſes over him all the iniquities of the 
chüldreu of Iſrael, putting them upon the head of 
the goat, and ſends him by ſome fit: man into the 


wilderneſs; „And the goat,” ſaid the Lord, «ſhall 


« bear upon him all the iniquities of the child ren 
« of Iſrael, into a land not inhabited (6) .“ This 


done, he goes into the tabernacle of the congre · 
gation, and ſtripping himſelf of his linen gar- 


ments, he depoſites them in the holy place,waſhes 


himſelf, puts on his golden garments for glory: 
and beauty, comes forth to the people, and offers 
the two'rams for a burnt- offering, the one for 


Himſelf, and the other for the people. Laſtly, 
the fat of the ſin · offering is burnt upon the altar, 
and the bodies of the bullock and got, whoſe 


blood/had been carried into the ag nn were 


wann without the rente 5 . 1 . 18K Fg 
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Swan is the e of Fora rites, to 170 prag - 
tilec on this great anniverſary ; and the happy ef. 


fects of it are ſaid to be a.cleanſing from all their 


fins (e). _ It 0 vident een ordinances 


ien en e 
a) Lev. x Ni. 7. (4 . 4 (e) Ver. 30. 
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have many marks of weakneſs and imperfection. 
If we ſpeak of real atonement, it was utterly: im- 
poſſible that the blood of theſe bullocks and goats 
could: take fin. away as pertaining to the con- 
ſcience, They were but brute creatures, of infe. 
rior nature to the prieſt that offered them, and to 
the people for whom they were offered. They 
were offered by a ſinfulman, who needed atone. 


ment for himſelf, They were offered year by 


year continually, and in them a remembrance was 
again made of fin every year. Now, if they 
could have made the comers to them perfect, 
would they not have ceaſed to be offered? Moſt 
certainly they would : beeauſe that the worſhip: 
pers once purged, ſhould: have had no more con- 
ſcience of fin. In all theſe things the Prieſt of 
our prof ſſion has the pre eminence. He needed 


not, ke Aaron and his ſucceſſors, to offer for 


himſelf, being harmleſs and unde filed. He need- 
ed/ not to ihed the blood of others; for he was 


able to offer up himſell. He needed not repeat 


his ſacriſicè oſtener than once, or ſuffer often 
from the foundation of the world: for by one of- 


fering: he hath ſor ever perſected all them that 


are ſanctiſied. Fheſe nerceſſary allowanges being 
made, of the vaſt diſparity between the type and 
Jeſus Chriſtꝭ we ſhall proceed to enumerate ſome 
of theſe grand evangelital myſteries that were e. 


_ nigmatieally preached unto the Jews in-the tran- 


{4 39 (23:06 
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Tus ar in furure tine a true and proper atone: | 


Die Faſt of anniverſary. Atonement. 
ment ſhould be made for the (ins of Iſrael; or, to 
uſe the ſtile of the prophet Zechariah, that © God 
%, remove the iniquity of his land in one 
«day (a): this ſeems to have been the leading 
doctrine held forth in all the ſacrifi:es, but eſpe- 
cially in thoſe that were offered on this occaſion. 
Yet a little. while, and God will -exhibit a propi- 
tiation in the promiſed Meſſiah, Who ſhall finiſh 
tranſgreſſion, and make an end of ſin, and per- 


fectly do that will, of God, Which cannot be 


done by ſacrifice for fin, and burnt: offerings. 
And how mall this great event be brought to 


pas? How 1hall the Meſſias redeem all Iſraek : 


from all his iniquities ? What ſhall he do? What 
ſhall be done. unto him ? How ſhall he begin? 
and in what manner ſhall he fin ſu the arduous 


work? Theſ- ſons may all be eee * . 


wen eiern rites. 


2 Fe 


"i was « ſignified, that daß . Maker of —ſõ— 
ment ſhould aſſu ne the nature of the perſons for 
whom, it ſhould be made for their high prieſt was 
one of their brethren, and taken from among 
men. That when he ſhould, come into the 


world, to do the will. of God, he ſhould not. make 
a ſptendid figure, nor array: himſelf ot all that glo- 
ry of which he is truly poſſeſſad. For the high 
prie ſt of che Jews, upon the day of atonewent, 


put not on at tlie fieſt lis beit ſuit of apparei. hut 


was conte at mY the holy yon en he worse 
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in common with other prieſts. That! he ſhould 
be conſtituted a public perſon, and repreſent a 
great number of individuals, in hate ver ſhould 
be done by him. For the high prieſt did not 
officiate in the garments which he commonly 
wore, but in theſe public robes that were the | 
badges of his public character as the repreſenta- 
tive of the people, That the ſins of all the 
redeemed ſhould be transferred upon him, and be- 
come his own by legal imputation. For all the 
iniquities of the children of Iffael were ſolemnly 
_ confeſſed over the head of the ſcape· goat, before 
he was diſmiſſed into the wilderneſs. That 
when thus charged with guilt, he ſhould ſuffer the 
puniſhment of death, and his life be violently ta- : 
ken away. For the other goat, the bullock, and P 
the two rams, were killed for ſin- offerings and 
burnt-offerings. And “ without ſhedding of 
4 blood was no remiſſion ().“ That the bool 
of Jeſus ſhould be ſhed in a public manner with. 


out the gate. For the bodies of theſe beaſts 
were burned without tlie camp. —That he 


mould, however, hve, even when dead, as to his 

divine nature, and be a glorious conqueror of the 
Ip grave by his reſurrection. For the ſcape goat, 
_ Which 'was the half of the lin-offering for the 
people, was not to be killed as the other goat. 
bat he ſhould, when the work of purging 
| our ſing was finiſtied, difippear on earth, 7 
within the vafl of theſe afpectable heavens,” tiito 

ok ary place where God Joins Rong. the 


(a) no. v. 22. 7 
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bleſſed angels. For when the high prieſt had 
ſhed, the blood of the bullock and the goat, he 


went out of the ſight of the Iſraclites, entering 


within the vail, into that venerable apartment, 
where were the ſymbols of the divine preſence, 


and where JEHOY AM fat enthroned between the 


cherubims. That his moſt precious blood 


ſhould be the key to open the everlaſting gatet, 


or ſhould precure his welcome reception into the 


preſence of God. For unleſs the high prieſt: had 


offered up the appointed victims, he durſt not 


have preſumed to ſee the face of God in the moſt 


holy place. —— That though the heavens ſhould 
contain him, and the world fee him no more, he 
ſhould ſtill be carrying on his prieſtly work in the 
preſence of Jh VAH. For when the Jewiſh 
prieſt entered within the vail, he perfumed the 
mercy· ſeat with incenſe, and fprinkled it with 
blood. Truly unleſs the high prieſt had gone in- 
to the holieſt of all with his bloud and incenſe, 
he had not diſcharged the moſt glorious part of 
his work, If he had only offered the victims, 
and gone no further than the middle court; the 
inferior prie ſts had been upon a level with him; 
for theſe. things they did as well as he. So if Je. 


ſus Chriſt were ſtill on earth, where he offered up 


himſelf; if he had not gone to the Father, and re. 


tired from the vie w of men, he could not be a 


prieſt in che moſt eminent ſenſe of the word, 


the moſt glorious part of his function were fit 
to be diſcharged, and the reſemblance betwixt him 
and the Jewifh high prieſt would be very lame 
and imperfect, But rejoice, O ye that believe 


yo gat Phar by Bode ln. 


on his name P and ye who make his es 
the principat-bafis of your comfort; for We have 
a great High Prieſt, that was once on earth, but 
is now paſſed into the heavens; Jeſus the Son of 
God. There he appears at a Lamb as it had: 
been ſlzin, and ſtands with his golden cenſer, to 
offer up the incenſe of his interceſſion with the, 
prayers of all ſaints. A time will come, when 
the interpoling vail ſhall be drawn aſide, and the 
great High Prieſt return, with ſound of trumpet, 
to bleſs bis. expecting people, and abſolve them 
from all their iniquities before an aſſembled 
world : for © to them that look for him, he (hall 


te appear the ſecond time, without ſin, auto fal- 
10 vation.“ 


Thy I ADLY *r he Feaft of ri rats and ” Pentecoſt | 


8 it was 7 8 will of God, At his bole 
| ſhould dwell plone, and be divided from all 
nations of the opt by a wall of partition, till the 
| Meffias ſhould come to pull it down ; ſo, beſides 
a great number of other peculiarities, they muſt 
not plough, nor fow, nor reap, in the ſame man- 


ner as other people. The fites with which they 


began and finiſhed their harveſt, are notunworthy 
of a particular notice. Beſides the charitable e. 
Aulation they obſerved, in not making a clean 
 iddance of the. a their "_ nor gs 
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ing auy gleanings, nor returning to fetch a for. 
gotten ſheaf (for theſe were the perquiſites of the 
poor ſtranger, the fatherleſs, and the widow:) | 
they were commanded-to begin their harveſt with l 
offer ing to the Lord: a ſheaf of the firſt fruits, 
and to end it in a holy convocation, and an offer · ki 
ing of two loaves,” with other pps of 2 
Ta beginning of bark t in ' this holy 13 il 
was on the morrow after ae feaſt of the paſſo- b 6 | 
| ver, when they preſented thelr firſt- fruits unto the FF 
Lord, not only for the whold congregation, bur, i 
as it would ſeem, for every, particular family. 11 
The. form of words to be pranounced. on this 0c» | || 
caſion by him that offered thþ firſt fruits, is ex- [i 
preſsly recorded in the Jewiſh law“; and ihe | { 
wiſe kiag of Iſrael enforces he obedience of this | ; 
religious r grecept with the aſſi rance of the heaven. | 
ly benediction:“ Honour the Lord with thy ſub-, } 


* « ſtance, and. with the firſt Fruits of thine in- 1 
«creaſe, ſo {hall thy barns be filled with plenty, 1 
and thy. preſſes all bu {t out with ne w-. | 
« wine 003.77 They were forbid to taſte them» AAX | { 
ſelyes the produce of the. year, whether bread,, L 
parched corn, or green ears, till te ey had brought | 0 
the appointed offering to ther God, as an a 
knowledgment of his dominion, ande xpreflion of 
+ their gratitude, Ir ſeems 10 have been 5 fignifi. 


„Dent. Xvi. 3 3 41 ptefech this day, that F am 
come into the country which the Lord ſware unto our 
ex fathers for to give us. A . s to Feri u was 1 
* By falher,” . 3 1 
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cant ceremony, intended to reviye that law of n = v1] 
ture, that the all. bounteous Giver ſhould b 
noured with our firſt and. belt.” And A . 
obſervance of this rule i is not only enjoined every 
where in the. Moſaic ritual, but may be traced as 
high as the offering of che firſt. martyr, Who 
brought unto, the Lord of the firſtlings of bis 
Rock; whereas no ſuch thing is obſerved of the 
firſt murderer, to whoſe offering the Lord "had 
no reſpect. Beſides, when he u ho cro wned the 
year with his poododfs required a llieaf to be gi- 
veu him, it might impreſs upon their minds ſuch 
momentous truths as theſe, that we can give no- 
_ thing to God but what we fir ſt receive from God; 
that what we peeſent unto God, cannot be profit. 
able unto him; and that What he requires, is no- 


thing to what bs beſlo vs. W hat is a ſiagle ſhe af 


to all the treaſures of the harreſt? Would, he 


not been a fooliſh Iſraelite, who would have re- 
garded his puny ra, as an equivalent, or price 
that deſerved at God's hands the rich produtions 
of the year? Nor is it leſs abſurd for any to i. 
magine, that their moſt uſeful actions can deſerve 
the gift of cternal life, that joyful harveſt of light 
that is ſown for the 'righteous, and. of Ne 
that is ſown for the upright] in heart. 
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aſter it began. This day was ſolemnized (with 4 


religious aſſembling, and with abſtaining from 
ſervile work. The huſhbandman had ſe en the 
fruits of his ground brought to maturity * and te · 


ſliied pa aden by * ſheaf. which he offered 
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with holy rites, upon the firſt day; and now he 
offers, u upon - the fiftierh' day, two large loaves of 
fine "fone baken with leaven, which are alſo cal. 
led the firft-friits unto the Lord: (4), and were a 
thank. offering, as well as the ſheaf, to that good 
God*who had reſerved” for them the appointed 
weeks of the harveſt. 'On the beginning of Pen- 
tecoſt, they offered with the ſheaf a lamb witkout 
blemith for a,burnt- offering: but now their gra- 
tune muſt riſe | in proportion to the favours they 
receive, and not one lamb, but ſeven lambs, one 
young bollock, and two rams, muſt lmoke ann 
Gods a e | 


W. E are tre by the kgörien of how New- 
Te ſtament, that this fiftieth day coincided with the 
moſt remarkable event of the deſcent of the Holy 
Ghbſt upon the firſt founders of Chriſtianity. 
% When the days of pentecoſt were fully come, 
« they were all with one accord in one place: aud 
$f ſuddenly. there came a ſound from heaven, as 
& of a Tuſhing mighty wind ; and there appeared 
* unto! (helm cloyen N as: 'of fire, a and fat 


\ 4 a A. af 


ce 10 ths 110 Ghoſt and 45 to 5 with 9 
« tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance (b).“ 
By inſpecting the hiſtory of the Iſraelites: march 
from Egypt, it will alſe be found, that upon t this | 
very day the law was givenat mount Sinai. T he 
cm of theſe two grand events on the 7 
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laſt day of the Pentecoſt, ſeems not without ſome 
Tpecial intention in the holy Ghoſt. Fifty days 
after the deliverance from Egypt, was the Filing 
detter, or the fiery law given; and fitty days after 
the reſutrection of Chriſt, our better deliverance, 
was the quickeming Spirit diſpenſed, to write the 
aw, not on hard tables of ſtone, but on the fleſh 
ly tables of the heart, and to qualify the apoftles 
to begin a new harveſt, far more important than 
what was now happily finiſhed ; a harveſt not of 
corn, but of men, to be reaped by putting the 
fickle of the word of God into the ay of the 
world, | 


Sven were the ſacred rites with which the 
Jews began and finithed their harveſt; and, in 
the language of the New-Teſtament, whatever 
thing is the beginning, pledge, and earneſt of 


more of the ſame kind, is ſtiled fir/?-fruits, So 


the firſt fruits of Achaia (a), denotes the moſt early 
converts to the Chriſtian faith in chat part of the 
world; and thoſe begun graces and conſolations 
of the Holy Ghoſt, that are the .carnelt of the e- 
ternal inheritance, ate denominate the firſt fruits 
of the Spirit (b). Put we ſhall: chiefly obſerve the 
app/jcation: of 7 PO to Chriſt, and Jo hb» 
f e eee en 30 ee n n 75 


4 
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* from the dead, and become the firlt. fruits of 
= Co them that ſleep (c). ” "May we not hence af. 
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firm; that as the Harveſt is a natural emblem of 


che end of the world, and general reſurrection; z 
ſo the Jewiſh firſt fruits did repreſent the reſur- 


— when depeſited in the grave; may be com. 


paned to chat ſeed which the huſpandman com- 
mits to the farrows of the field. One would ima... 


| gine, that the grain once buried under the clod, 
would ne ver more emerge from under it. But 


conſtant experience aſſures us, that by the com- 


bined influence of vernal ſhowersand ſuns, it will 
burſt thei confinement of the farrow, and Teward 
the labourer's toil with copious fruit. So, at 


the deſtined. heur, che fleeping duſt of ſaints ſhall ; 


re vive as the corn; the earth ſhall caſt forth her 


dead, and mall no more cover her ſlain; and wh at 8 


was ſown. in diſhonour, ſhall be raiſed in glory. 


The reſurrection of the corn is an event in the 5 
world of nature that clearly proves the pdllibility - 
of God's raiſing the dead. The reſurrection of 


Jeſus. Chriſt advances. further {til}, and evidently 


ening Spirit ; but aſſerts, in the ſtrongeſt manner, 


that < he will revive us, he will raiſe us up, hae 
£-wethill hve in his ſight (a) i” Were the firſt. 


fruits reaped before the reſt of the harveſt ? So 
Chyiſt the firſt fruits wasfirſt eviſed from the gr: ve, 
and len —_ that are Chriſt's ſhall be Tai 
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proves the certainty of our bodies ariſing from 
the duſt. At, joytul event vox ouly proclaims, 
in loudeſt accents, that the dry bones can live, if ; 
it is che pleaſure of God to ſend forth his quick. 


pie Places” 0 " Boot wn, I, 1 
ed at his coming Were the firſt fruits a plec 
and earneſt to the Ifraelites, that the whole har. 
veſt ſhonld be reapet in due time? The reſur. 
rection of Jeſus Chriſt inſures the reſurrection of 
all his people at the appointed ſeaſon. So runs 
the joyful declaration in the prophet, „ by 


e dead men ſhall live, together with my dead bo. 


] 15 dy {hall they ariſe ; awake and ling, ye that 
; « ce dwell 1 in Aal (a): $4 FT 3 i: 18 a G4 4 
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"or 2s . firſt wg, are an 1880 of Jeſus 
Chriſt, they no lels repreſent the faithful and 
the redeemed from among men. “ Iſrael,” ſays 
© a prophet, © was holineſs to the Lord, and the 
« firſt fruits of his increaſe (b). And an apoſtle 
affirms, that „of his own will we are begotten by of 
e the word of truth, that we ſhould be a kind of Ge 
2 firlt fruits of his creatures (e).“ Let us ſee 
** reſemblance. The firſt fruits were the una- fre 
lie nable property of the God of Iſrael, with which I 
it had been ſacrilege to intermeddle. Even ſo, MW * 
the redeemed are the portion of the Lord they i ©a 
are not their own, and all who devour them ſhall * 
| off: nd. The firſt. fruits were given by God to 2 
die prieſts, as à part of their maintenance. This 
. puts us in mind of that ſay ing of our High Prieſt, 
© Thine they were, and thou gaveſt them me {4).” 
The firſt-fruits were bur a ſmall part of the Har- 
veſt. This may denote the paucity of ſaints, 
he, jo. han br the Oy are like an 
: * F ! 30% MITE $0454, 
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1 of corn in the earth. But, laſtly, as the. 
frit-froits; did ſanctify and bleſs the whole crop, 
and in their uſe were better than the reſt; even 
ſo the people of God, though few and ſmall, arg. 
the excellent of the earth, and a bleſſing in the 
midlt of the land, however much they W 4 be un- 
3: belt by worldly a men. WE 


77 A.: 
| 


| Fouxra LY, The Fg 170 the e New: Moons, 


A che feaſt: of the new moon is wlated among | 
the ſhadows” of good things to come by the 


apoſtle of the Gentiles, we mult not altogecher hy, 


paſs over it. Though the beginning of the ſes. 
venth month was peculiably ſacred, the beginaings 
of all the other months were alſo dedicated uito- 
God, and ſole mnized with holy rites and exerci- 
ſes. of devotion. On their new moons they re. 
mee ſervile work, offered extraordinary ſacr i. 
des , reſorted to the prophets, feaſted together, 
dblowed the ſilver trumpets. Let us try it we 
can oben os Heer reaſons of: wee es ge os 


"1 4 * : 
* 


The ſacrifices for the ne moon Ai in the 5 


Moſaic law; are two young bullocks, one ram, ſeven : 
lambs, & e, Lev xxviii. 11. Ezekiel mentions but one 
young bullock,.ſix lambs, and a ram, chap. xlvi, 6. tho! 


ie church · Nats which he deſcribe Ig is, fup poſed. to be | 


more g'orfous than the former, one. We ſee from this, 
the ceremonial law was not deſigned to be unalterable: 


for not only- the prieſthobd being changed! (which the a- 


poſtle obſerves, Heb. vii. 12. ), but the ſecrifice alſo be - 


ing changed, (according to Ezekiel, ) there is made. of 


. law. 
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* Bock III. 
the moral inftru@tions that may be 1 6 from 


this 1 unto Iſrael, and law of che God of 
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. feription of praiſe and thankſgiving. tO that, glo- 
rious Being, 'who ſuſpended | that lilver lamp ir in the 


blue vault of heaven, that it migbt ſmooth, the 
ſhades of aight, with its chearſul borrowed d Fays, 


turn the Os al in its bed, divide 'our time, and 


ſerve. the purpoſes of, eee a Well as the 
golden ruler of the day“ They acknowledged, 


by this feſti ral, that God who is above, Wes dhe 


prime mover; of this, and gthenheavenly Jumina. 
riss 3 chat to him they were. indebted for all che 


benz ffcial effects of che ſe excellent creatures, 
Had they intended to addrefs their homage to the 
hoſt of heaven themſelves, aud not to him wha 
formed them by the breath of his mouth, they 


would no doubt have rather blowa their trum- 


| pets to-the:;riſtap ſun, or to the; 100n at her full, 
When ſhe; walks in brightueſs. But: God, whois 


jealous of his glory, required that he ſhould be 
praiſed for. this good creature, nat when. ſhe ap- 


_ qpears. to her greateſt,aduantage; but when dhe is 
either altogether? inviſible or r d ſren like an 


imconſide rale ſtreak of ligt“ * this Precau- 


tion nor 


© mercy endureth for ever $9), 97131 -40 
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| on ; an ſhſped, but os te rites” were in 
+ togour of Him 1 who. « made. the fun t to rüle by 
Fs 4 days and the moon to rule by ae bi bi 
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Mien eit not alſo be intended-as a folemn re- 

cognition, that God was the ſole proprietor of 
their times, which are wholly in his hand, and 
ought to be dedicated unto his ſervice? The firſt; 
days of their month might be offered to God for 


the ſame reaſons, as the firſt fruits of their“ 


ground. Hereby they diſclaimed the ſuperſtition- 
of the Heathen, who were diſmayed at the ſigns 
of heaven, and eſteemed ſome parcels of their- 
time i}:fated or unlucky. As every creature of 


God ls good'; ſo no time is evil, being ſanRified | 


by the word of the ſame God; and prayer. If the 
feſt: fruits be holy, ſo is the lump. and if the firſt 
day of every month be holy, the nee wn bt 
are conſeerated 22770 it. FF) nA | pale 2 


OA 


Bu F ali as one is apt to book for F no- 


tices of the Meſſiah in all the legal ordinances, 
mighi not this monthly feſtival, and eſpecially - 
the feaſt of trumpets in the ſeventh month of 
their, ciyil, but firſt of their ſacred year, be views : 
ed by chem as a faint ſhadow of the future reno» 


vation of all things by Jeſus Chriſt? Though 1 | 


we muſt not be bold in fixing our o] conjec- 
tures: upon the Hol) Ghoſt, as his undoubted 
meaning, the re ſeems, however, to be a tonſider- 
able likeneſs betwixt the blowing of che trumpet 


at. the new moon, and the voice e both oft thy e 5 


been Aae ec e 


Wan It cd Nd edible ahi ans +: 
face the church ſhould wear in the age of the 
Meſh ah. In other 6, oe the u univerſal __ 15. 
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n the moon, and the e of 
the goſpel is re ſembled to the blowing of a great 
trumpet.” What though we fhoult:conſider the 


old moon as an emblem of the Je wiſtr œtonͥVmy, 


Which, like that waning orb, decayed; waxed 

| old; and vaniſhed away. But the Chriſtian diſ- 
Ny penſation may be compared to the new moon, 
which, though mall at fir ſt, did gradually in- 
ereaſe, while the ſound. of the goſpel+trumpet, 
the voice of our great High Prieſt, did go into 
all che earth, and his words unto, the end of the 
world. Wha knows but the believing Jews might, 
by .this feaſt, expreſs their faith aud joy in that 
happy revolution, which the apoſtle calle, © the 
4. aboliſhing i in his fleſh'the enmity, even the law 
et of commandments, contained i in ordinances, to 
make in himſelf, ad Jen one ne N man (a)?! 


— 
* 


| CC Fan le ri; OL ̃ ⁵̃ ͤ » 
1 ahh, May: we not nee aa month - 
* feſtival, a ſnaduw i of the awful tranſactions in 
the great and terrible day of the Lord; Which 
| 5 all, however, be a joyful period: to all true I. 


nduiings 2 | This, viſible world itſelf niay be reſem- 

5 Bled to a waning: moon, as the faſbion of it paſſes 
away. But as the new moon ſucceeded: the old, 
while the prieſts did blow with; their trumpets; 


be changed; this corruptible ſhall put on incorrup · 
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_ pavlites; and the time of the reftitation of all 


| [fa when! the laſt. trumpet ſhall ſound; the dead 
mall be raiſed ineorruptible, and the living/ball 
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[ Themetaphorical Prie/ibiod of all Chriſtians, 331212 . 
i Theh wa that bleſſed Rare commence, when, | 
- MW - according to the fublime prophet; „ Thy ſun,0 


lor, ſhall be no more thy light by day, nei- F 
„ het! for brightueſs ſpall the moon give light 4 
| % unte thee r hut the Lird ſhall be unto the an 
HH © everlaſting: light, and thy God thy glory. Thy 4 
3 © «fan 411 no more go don, neither ſhall thy 3 
"MW © moon withiriw itſelf: for the Lord ſhall bs 
ine everlaſting light, and the Oe 5 70 | 

"of © mourning halt Ve” ended: BP? EO LS 2 
| Fr I FTHLY 2] 7 io wege, 2 4, 00 : ; 
5 | Lruovoen the Levitical prieſts \ were © ohio 5 1 
3 deſigned, to prefigure. the great High Priefty- - 

as. has been ſaid, this hinders not to view them al- 1 

fo As, embleins of all the ſaints, who, | in every ages, N | 

re cauſed to approach unto God, that they may | 
Fear in the houſe of the Lord Fave ever. It i * 1 

true indeed, the great ptopitiatory ſacrifice. is al- 3 


ready offered, never to be repeated again; and we 
cannot. fuſficicntly deteſt that facrilegious uſurpa- — 

| tion, of the Redeemer's, glory, by the pretended f 8 | 
1 0 in the Roman church, who, without any — | 

e leaſt \ warrant from the ſacred oracles, give out 
. their deluded votaries, that they offer ian 0 
the maſs, 1 know not what unbloody facgifice, 
thy the fins of La Ion and the dead. Oi im- 1 


oy bis bee 
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wicked and fooliſh, than to imagine hs Jeſus 
WT Chriſt has not, by his one offering, for ever per - 
ſected all them that are fanctified, but leſt" his 
| || | work to be completed by a wretched, mumbling, 
1 mortal prieſt? We Chriſtians muſt acknowledge, 
[| and alh prieſthood, in the ſtrict literal ſenſe, is 
now ceaſed in Chriſt the end. of the law, But 
ill there is a metaphorical prieſthood, which the 
” New-Teſtament aſcr bes, not to the office-bearers 
in the Chriſtian church, has to all Chriſtians, with= 
out exception. It was the promiſe of God to his 
ancient people, that ** they ſhould be unto him 
% kingdom of prieſts (a); and the phraſe. is 
adopted by a New. Teſtament apoſtle, who ſays, 
to the whole body of the believers to whom he 
wrote, © Ye are a royal prieſthood (5). * Tr was 
foretold by the holy” prophets, that men hould 
call the profeſſors of the true religion, the prie 50 
3 the Lord, and the miniſſers our Cod (c); — 
that the Gentiles ſtould be taken for prieſts and 5 
Levites that the prieſtly tribe thould have an 
eff pring numerous as the hoſt of heaven, and 
the fand of the ſea that in every place which” 
8 riſing and ſetting fan ſurveys, incenſe” and 2 
pure offering ſhould be offered to the true g 1 
Theſe great and precious promiſes bave already 
been, and till more mall be fulfilled. The com- 
pany of the redeemed were een by John i in vi- 


ſion arrayed. j in White robes, the badge of. their 
 priety character 5 and he e, their heavenly, 
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bog of praiſe; toſthat loving Saviour that waſhed — 
chem from the ir fins in hi own blood, and-.hath © 
made us kings and, prięſts unto God. ,Though —_ 
the analogy of. the legal and metaphorical prieſt- | 
hood, may not perhaps be o ſtriking as berwixt , 
Aargn and Chriſt Jeſus, OO is, e * 5 
eren reſeblag pes 443 en 56; a . 
At ii 5 1 e ir 8 461-4. 3 
Wen the Wb caſe Fo God, 1 
and ſeparated t. to his peculiar ſervice ?, God ha 
choſen the faithful from che reſt af mankind and 
ſet apart him that is godly. far himſelf, Were 
they, taken in the room of the fi ſt- born of all 
the tribes, to whom the, right of prie ſthood 
ſcems to have originally belonged? The people 
of Chriſt are the general laſſembly and church of 
the firſt bo n, as alt God's children are. Were 
they all deſcended from Aaron and Levi? (for 
unlels they could prove their genealogy, they were 
put froin the prieſtiood as polluted), So all the 
faints are deſcendents from Jeſus Chrift, their || 
everlaſting! Father, and ought! to aſeertain their 
heavenly: extraction by the documents of à holy. 1 
converſation, -; hey were wafhed with water at 
their conſecration, and were always to uſe the = 9 
great laver thpt . toad in the einry of the tabꝭr | 
nacle, chen hey miniſtred in ':he! - lanctuary. 91 
his putt us in / mind of the waſhing) of regen · 9 100 
ration that all Chriſtians parrake at frſt, and of 
tha frequent recourfe to che fountain of Chri Ws 5 
blood in their holy ſervice, T he oil that anoltite 5 Li ; 
ed them 8 IAN enen WY: F 
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he faithful receive from mel holy One 4g The 
White garments of fine finer, art an emblem of 
the righteouſneſs of the fait“, They were not il * 
allowed a ſhare of the earthly Canaan, as the o, We 9 
ther tribes; for the Lord ſpake* unto Agron, 5 
Thou delt have md inhefitartte in kheir land, temp 
= 1 « nor have any part among therrz 1 am thy-pakt; into! 
A and thine inheritance (a).” Was not this a pale 
| | biyely type of the ſüperiör prlvilege of hie be. he 
| toved; who are qelivered from the men of the ON; 
world, ho have their wretched portion in this ke 
weoktiorys life? But the Lord is their portion, I 
undi therefore in him the ye may hope, be their | 
fl outward ſtate ever ſo indigent.” The ceremonial 
paurity required of them that bore the veſſels of 
the Lord, denotes, that holineſs becomes the 


bouſe of the Lord for rakes ak a who Oey 
in his 18e e 1 6 


25 5 


. Nate d 
ji gy whay are faerifices, z Tana an Pe 
5 Dok this: they are « ſpiritual, ſacrifices, accept: 
- * able to God by Jeſus Chriſt (5). Perhaps 
might ſay, to uſe the legal ſtile, there is themeat: 
off: ring of charitable diſtributions; the drink 
offering of pe nitent tears iſſuing from a broken 
contrite heart g the heave- offering of prayer and 
5 elevated deſires the peace · offering of praiſe and 
| _ thankſgiving ; and the whole burnt · offering of 16 
the whole man, when the body: is prefented unto | 
i Sod 2 livin 80 GONE OY Oy: luſt is mort 2571 
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and the very Ife ſurrendered for the honour of 
God in martyrdom, which ſometimes is a reaſn. 
able ſervice. Theſe are the ſacrifices which all 
| the ſaints ſhould offer, not to an unatoned, but 
to an atoned God. They themſelves are their 
temples ; and, beſides, they have vcceſ# by faith | 
into heaven, the holieft. of all. Chriſt is their al-. 
tar, that ſanctifies all their gifts. His Spirit is 
the fire that inflame s, and his merit is the falt 
that powders all their ſacrifices, when they come 
with acceptance before the preſence of Iæ H. 
W EEE 1 . 
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